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 Humanum eſt errare; 
Divinum quid emendare. 


To do amiſs is incident to humane Nature; 
To repair our failings ſomething Divine, 


$4 now traheris, ors ut trahar. 
If you be not moved to repentance, prayyou may w"_— ws 
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FT i the preat Voice of a Church 
"I taught by ber Heavenly. Eſpoule, that 
ER according to the ordinary comrſe ſet down 
bybis Providence, nee arrivedtothe 
knowledge of good , cod evil, can reach © 
their Beatitude ; | but by the wings of Penriance: it 


Tia Decree paſſed immediately after our Firſt Þ a« 
rents tranſpreſſion-, that he 'should\\not eat his 


Bread, but at the ratc of ſweaty Browes; 
eAnd thou þ God ſeems to diſpenſ. e nth ſevere Sentence 
' inthe old Law, promifing to the exact obſervers of 
it, long life, abundance of wealth, a'plen- 
ciful poſteriry, gand the like: Yet this was d 14 as 
he will leave no vertue <a ) in regard that. 
Vens oo were then ſhut up : But \when | Chriſt 
had cleared their paſſage unto py ent Felicity, and claps 


the T horfis ( which were the fruit of our ſms ) upon but 
own Fead, then they recovered ſo bigh a Being, ahd 


vrew to that value, as the heavier God layes bu. Hand 
upon 17, the more hr love appears: : So ihat. yaw the 
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ed;-but ſcourged, {pit upon, crowned'with 
Thorns, cody /vith W hipps5 | and _ 
; 0 x ws, 


. Ria 
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EY 4  The-Þpiſtle 
markof burbappeſt is the Sahigof God qu wlowpy- 


the Crols. | a> & gt * 
Hence it we find:owr..{yget Redeemer born = 
in Tears, bred yp-in obſcurity, and concluding the | 


upſh ot of bu life hall the\Eifcut; artch-if Mfamy 


_andpain ; atthe opening of his grand commiſſion to preach 


unto the Jorld, bu firſt Exordium was awexbortation 
anto pennance, 5 if it were the fole. Loadſtone todraw = 
Heaven' towards #us:: And. St, Paul bu great Diſciple 
declares it; nay bemakes no exception, that all choſe | 


who wouldbe happy maſteruciy their fie 


£ 


with their vices. 


- > Thus you ſee, Madam, that every Hand, whes 


ther innocent or guilty, whether noble 9r vulger,. ought to 


be ſtretched fenh' to ſow the bittef Seed, of pennance: 
If we have ſucked invertue even with our Milk, and 
thrived 'with a daily encreaſe in the ſequel of our. hfe, yet 
we ought not ( ſayes St. Auſtin.) deſcend intothe; T'omb 
but bythe wayof pennance : . Again if,we have com- 
plyed gpith the Frailties of our corrygt nature, and tref- 
paſſed againſt the duty we owe to our good God, pen- 


nance likewiſe muſt be our SanQtuary : Sothatpen- 


nance furniſhed withtwo Wings to bear us up to 
Heaven ; the one #1 faſhioned out by love , which 
pro £8 us to become by a conr(e of ſeverity, a true Copyof 
Nur fofering Original ; the other #« framed by ſtrokes 
of Juſtice, andexatts worthy fruits ; that is, . ſuch as 
4.1 may 


RD») BY es 4. >< 34 i i ade”! on WE, Fond MERE C 8" 
, SOLE Cy OE cc » » ©” 0 ID "OM 
| 1 S.&. el & ts a 2 BSE EL Ina 
» - dl 6. 
| WW LHIEGS; Y % : SES 


may mn ſome proportion'-be anſwerable: to nr + k me, of Y;. 
| and though th:'other have not a motive dliogetber ſo, © 
| Heroick,© yet it ſpeaks a great ventue; becauſe þ 

' #5 upon a task the moſt knotty that can be mmapined; | as 
to appeaſe the face of an angry God. Bejbdes, is, 
1* mnders that «Aion juſt amd equitable, inthat it, 
1 aims to repair the injury ami contempt thrown by fin ups. 
| ®nt his greatneſs : Wherefare we ought not to bluſh upon, 
- either } theſe accounts to wear the Liverics of pen- 
nance :* {fon the former we morify our ſenſes 
upon Earth, and veſt ourſelves with the habit of (briſk. 
ſhaped out to the [mage of hs Death , it © a perfe 
Metamorpholy wrought by the power of loyc, and 
for which Figure thevery «Angels (were they capable. of 
ſenfible impreſſions.) would be glad to are? 7G 
1f anthe latter.; that is," the ſcore.of {atisfactian,, 
it Cancels all our-;Bonds of guilt, [it raiſes. 4. from' an, 
Abyſs of miſery,' to the high dignity of Grace, by 
which we are adopted Sons and Heirs, to Heaven, - KY) 
that 4penitential lifg cannoe but find. vencration 
amongſt: all wiſe «Aden, and be bighty, acceptable in 
the fol of God; finceby or: humiliations welabaw _ > 
to contribute to his honor and greatnels. no 27 
* "BirMadam, you may perhaps, upon thin diſcourſa 
wonder 10. behold in the Gaurts «þ; Coriffian, Prins. 
&es- ſo'muchof glory, pomp, - aud-magnificence 7 
which'-Juit ſo 111 with the (harafiers of. the .( roſs, . 7 
| Þ confeſs at the Firſt glance "it \'mght ſtartle. any. 
one , -were it not - that. a multitude: of: oh 8 
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been found, who'under a Clo of Ty Tue, . and they 


Dor") thredthing 1 


forfeit Joly Tort 
I hy conper/ation Jball bevdquired :\ Theſe are the pre- 
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friour in Blood; and eminent.in Sanity, have. 


WT, 


F. - taypht'bytheir Example , that the:\glictering, of the © 
,  . World, 'amlapenitential Heartarena things in, 
_ * compatible: /rwereto:groap inthe.Sun-beams to * 


Play the Ipnorant inthus Truth, that is, notto acknow+ 
doe thatin all apes ance ('briſt's viſable appearance upog. © 
Earth, Princes and lyadies of-n10 leſs extraction have 


richeſt Ornaments have covered their tender Bodies 
with Hair-cloths : Who amid(t-the delicacies, of the 
Court, have maceratedtbemſekves with faſting, and 
ſeaſoned'their repaſts with bitter ingredients. VYha 
have more-yalued*O0ne hours entertainment between 
God and their happy Souls, thn. all the Balls and 
Maſqttes1o' which external compliance the greatitſsof = 
their conditions ſome ſorrobliged them. For the eſſen 
#al'part of peririance conſis in the imeriour diſpoſition 
of t exMiind, thats, inthe operation of. tbeunder _ 
fanditig and will. The underſtandin 


| | g firſe ren. 
proſentr-unto uea'God diſobeyeg, | and ſcarned; _ LU” 
sftiee(by thr ipdignity-frirred uÞ 20 vindicate: bis bo- 
| 'mothing but ruine\and deſolation in this 
diſtreſs, the undefrftanding' funber ſuggeſts that we 
Bye o'r oe bu tothe throw of mercy, whereupon 
he wilt falli'vd wrk; i Yaments What 15 paſſed, proteſts 
HinſP 4g Frltave eomplyance with bad inclinations, and 
20a bobfortowundefflidtion, /abmits to 


«©, cn © 


par; tories to juſt! fication; and when once they are com» 
| £8 pleated 
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pleated by a ray of Pajchr;-flrengthened vith hdpos, > 
Tad Frimaredwithcharity,' ths vertueof penmance 
growes up to that! efficacy, \as.ta- obtain, Fs confederation EE. 
of the excellency of its atts, \ and: fervency of the «Agent © 
«full remiffion of all fr ;. hence it ts evident this 
{grand work of -penmance may be wrought within the 
Y" Precinits of our interiour, and conſequently. the vain ap. 
| Ptarance of precious artyreyundceremonies of great- ' 
neſs may poſsibly reach only to the falns or out>fide,. 
whileſt within they poſſeſs humility, purity, tems 
peranC& ard otber (hrifliauvenues. i... 14's 
'» Toghve a further elucidation of this point," you will 
pleaſe Madanit"to know, that. ( hrift\our Lord. in bu 
copious Redempriondutd' rmormain deſigns: 
| The oneto vain the Hearts: ofe Meu 801be obedience 
of ba&"1/aWES,, d. marble bike 
as he'\ foreſaw a flis 1 theis [core 


wound 'yeceived .upo 
would hve little effet ; 'wherefore be aſed all the endear= 
inp motives imaginable to work themuto theirdaty ; 
and what preaterthanto receive upon bis Backtheſtripes 
due to anothers gs 4 cn \ [tierelated of St; Gres 
gory the preat, t. | never beheld the .pourtraituze 'of 
Abraham” with hire frm «aj Frotiiee Haag, 
but it drew T ears from-bim,.and\for\us to: bebdld the 
Erernal:Father-abandoning! big, 0mn .and\onlySon. 
td*all the outraves which accuxſed mijcreants.co | 
upon him , withous"\#ny reſentment. of our obligations” © 
eſpecially Jance they were direedto lead neinto the:dnjoy= . 
ment of eternal fetiviry, 4 certainize,wonderhes ; 
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Articles of enjoyzng many ſenſual _ which fo 


more ſublime in his. ſuperabundant aatigfaction, which | 


 thanthemodel andpatternof an immente love, repre 
bu 7 rt rn "ON - 


| charbethad aperſon very deformed, a it couldnot bg 


owt | create 


- © The: Epiſtle - CO” 
7 ibaZi pace ies be everwrought, / we. Sa VBty - 
Tygers are won by the unref, [fable power of goal "thims., + 
© wherefore Chriſt our Lord hyped byithia-Engin t0.make « 
* breach into us , and if once. be made an Eaey into our - 
"Hearts, be knew we would preſently Capuulare, 
and irrender at leaſt with colours lying; that z, 
conform our ſelves to bus command; though upon. the la 


indulgent Rules alloy 20 the more Earthy part of eat = 


kind. 
«Bejades « rational dell 19n of working 41-10 4 
Complyance with bis precepts , \he had..yet another 


was toteach usthe Law of ove z,now thu u an Enemyio 
mercenary aims, "and carryes:us Hoare the C 

ciples.of dap nomore-than wharsx _ Fo[s —_ 
ed. St, g's ate in thi 
charoe: of our at(fazes be) we: Þ- Prep _ 
lg ar ofo cracc-his ſteps. Es may afflis 
Har my foreoron, as things.uow, ſtand after our 
corruption in jig that albeit one groan of his had been 
ſufficient through the dignity, of: bis infinite. perſon to 
Dave iadeemed dinillon of i Wy "yet he was comtent to 
load bimjelf with all bo, injuries rathat Man can endure, 
believiig bircommands wou/dprave leſs efficacious 


» (/te55. honed of a King amongſt the: Grecians, 


creatginthe ſenſeof the beboldtreagreat dildalts Ha 

48 | exerihisgoodnels and wildom fo wrought upon hit 
Subjects; that all the Ag ines of nature it 
eheir. Sovereign ,- they looked upon as ſirokgs of perfes 
hand {5rd of W755 ip © 
I: - 2 If thenopinionbad ſo much, power 4s to worke Men 
ST $0.4 belict;, that very, Monſters of nature are 
_ huaintperfeions,, why/hould nottbe. authority 
aud everadorable example of our Lord 7ejus Grill 
find ſomuch credit amongſt Meri, 'asto effe 2, That 
poventry chaſtity, contempt, patience, per- 


ecutiofs, and .the like , which till then the y orld 
had entertained with horrour, . might afterwards be had in 
xe much-veneratign:; force he. had-daigned tobonor 
vbembybis tufferings,' r4/ſttben x26. greatncls, 
fixebembybic aurtroritys, pd fartyy them by hu ad< 
mirablegxample: Hehed reaſanto perſwade him- 
yaſitka Whos waging mars Perera Ving, hait- 
cloths, .warchingin prayer, wnmearied labars, 


OI es-af all kg, fixce he himſelE their 


land Maſterhad, fo lawedihe ſame track.z. allthe 
Documents hebatb chaulked.out to pjjon the Grib 
vbronphthewhol courſe of, higemgrtal life even unto. whe 

Croſs; awd no other aha to draw us from the love 

of fading objefts, and to devertusfrom placing any te> 

city mem. ATION ___ 
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"7 "eh Bott ing eatet <a twhehums» 
HOI ſt victory % beopatient and fare « 
Jive, oreateſt abundance wie pooryd aft 
orcateſt fo eaoory 16. Falt, the oreateftpleaſures 
zo macerate their Bodies, - the greateſt happis - 
neſs ren joy nothing bf what theWozld calls -, 
ha 5py: "And allthis beanie their- :Neavenhy &Mafier 
read thit 1, effOn' to them inhis own actiqns,. 
thaugh they couldtnot by all their eraciFyi ng/-inveritis 
ons  ifcontemmin the World ani themfeloes for:bix | fake 
pleat reratrr,- atleaſt un hope 


them! to expreſs t gratitude, ard manifeftrbow tru 


| 
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they) werethe PO: His artorous conqueſts. \.. 
7 IeTre 4. prountled-wpon 8 
304 Meche world Sp ry 


fring, kb ne ES ik i Fr 
hybs po misfortttves,' tharif behud'neverdo 
neehice; nducitin art the incredulow vid pojile, 
inte doabl, | 
þ the miſcareſages of ony + prev Penitent van 
both of our opn weaknels; notrownſt wn ſeboes. ds 
croig occaſions," Hh viGairendining 


ext, we are taught by this : Oe -Poniepaty | 
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me AO a ns 
pp oatty when wroug bt upon by x acoon fhedpretieg 
and by all the ende; ring obligations imaginable,. and alhei 
before thu addreſs you may have happily rendered your ſelf a 
Captive 7o the ſacred charms of your ſuffering 
Redeemer, yet if the peruſal of theſe poor deſcants 
may add but one Spark to thoſe your boly enkindled 
flames, 1ſhallthinkmy labour in this Subje# well ſpent, 


by which Thope will be evidenced how much your cxernal . © 


good is valued by 


MADAM®- 
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' Teonfeſs Madam, 1 have a holy ambitiontoſeeyou + 


Your truly deyotedSeryant ©  *-* 
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pz 136; 1. 23, injure, <0 1, 12, palms./p« 158, 1.6. com miinicates. ps 
, 20, object 6 | 


ERRATA. 
Read Page p. Line 14. conſervation. p. 16, 1.36. God-man, þ 26, |, $2 a oleed, | 


P+37, 1,12,unts, p. 38.1, 11, He who knew noſin, p. 64. 1.15, Feſtiat Þ* 64. 
x 2edncompatitle p- 79+). 14. wry, P- 924 1. 27, ſubmiſſion; p, 94. 24. extended. P» 


20 hs. 2 habic, p, 104.1 . 7. nor well. p, 206, |, 12. little after, Pp. 112. 5; his 
160, 


p- 161; |, 1, for Pp» 162, I, 16. Deity, p e's 3s. 


265. 1.6.heeld. p, 183.1, F. preceding, ; 184 1,16: deci 186, 13. 
menc. p, 18 , &ccount ſocyer vs 5.icisonly ph P 293.l. 5. he 
forma, any ineericve neeriourÞC2 51s OTE D425; [ar more, pe43 142g 
engertains. .p, 236, 1. 2.5. poſhble. and 1, get nas « 237, 1.17, should. p. 248.1. 
12, incentives, p: 263.1.2, bloc out degree and | n'the place redd wil p.,2ys$. yy 16, be- 
lievcin thee p, 280. |. 2, intheſe. p-384l,ng. aft, P.-297% oy 5 lurk his and 
read all maretial, p. 3241, 25. beating. P+ 325.1, 27, obſirited, p. 34325 pm 
P:355.1. 2:appartent. p.363. 1, 9. prewiſes, p. 365.1. 19. after love ad wht 
8, danger, and. 1, 15, this inftruQion, p. 3701, 1, om ns heare, " 7.4% 
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Maiſerere met Deus, 
Have mercy onme, O G OD. 


"== I thefirſt entrance our King- 
Fl ly Prophet prefers his Peti- 

(2 Var tion; and without any cir- 
EAN cumlocution expreſſes indi- 
————= rect terms what he would + 


have, eMiſerere met "Deus , have mercy on me, 0 
God; and hedosit with ſuch confidence as 
if he hada right to be forgiven : which 
minds me ofa rare {cntence of S. Greyory 
Niſſen; that Man cannot more willingly 
ask pardon, than God is ready to give it : 
The Divine Majeſty expects (if it may be 
jocxpreſs'd) with paſſion the converſion 
of a ſinner, and no ſooner a repenting 
motion animates his heart, but the whole 
Courtof heaven is alarmed with joy, and 
this joy 1s followed with showers of mer- 
cy: Nowonder then if ourPetitioner make 
his addreſs with ſolictle Ceremony, _ 

A E 


2 SOS ———O SI —oe— OO I— » 
Ware 4 > 


(2) 


 « he ſpeaks to a Judge reſolved to mercy up- 


on his ſubmiſſion ; to aFather who is tranf.- 
Porees with -joy at the fight of his-lofhg 
oft Son: toa Creatour who hath framed 
every particle of his being, and perfectly 
knows how frail, weak , and prone to in- 
numerable failings he.is-(if leftto himſelf) 


Wherefore. he cryes Mierer mei Deus , have 
elters this guilty - 


mercy onme, O God. He $ | 
( me ) t'wixt :God that made him , and 


| Mercy that muſt ſaye him; on theſe two 


he anchors all his hopes, which being let 
down by a vigorous faith renders him (ſe- 


. cure amidft all the ſtorms , : that hell and 


carth can raiſe; ſo that now Tike a reck 
he ſtands braving all his enemies aſſaults; 
who not long before was handed like a 
ball from one pleaſure to another , as if 
he had been made up of ſenſuality, paſ- 
ſion, and a neglect of God. : - 

Next in this exordium our Petitioner 


would infinuate a great truth, that the 


firſt grace is a free gift of God, and man 
aiveſlel of mercy, not of merit ; hence 
he-cryeseijſerere mei- Dess, that is to fay , 
let him pine away in ſorrow,, and ire- 
pentance-, {et him produce atts of ar- 
dent” affection ; | by which he pfizes 
3 A 7 God 
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(3) by 
God-above> all things 1maginable., -yet 
whencall-this.is done; he 15 a:Child of 
pcrdition, and clouded with;the guilt,of 
Sin,;-unleſs aw act of Grace-he mage him 
from'bis Sovercign: Wherefore. we muſt 
know that Grace expeliins Sin by acceſs. unto 
the-Soul, finds thereno merit, nothing:that 
can pretend toa juſtification; neither. Faith 
nor any other:Vertue- ſtrikes the {troak, 
ſince Grace is the bafts, or ground-work 
of all merit, whence itsbeing 1s derived no 
leſs than a beauteous Flower from the- 
Plant that gives it birth : This piece, of 
Divanity lay not hid tq our penitent, hence 
he acknowledges his imbecility.in mertung 
any favour, only heiſtrives by.holy,a&s 
of love, and grief to-diſpoſe himſelf far, 
mercy: Nay though he should. comfort 


hrmſelf with Nathan's words that he-was 


already poſlefſed of the firlt Grace, yet.ro 


perſevere in it, ſo as not to fall again, he 
knew muſt be the work of the ſame merci- 
ful hand, forit isnoleſs out of our reach 
to become juſt, than to remain ſo, with» 
outaconftant ſupply of many actual Gra+ 
ces, which mult iflue grats from Heaven : 
This kept him Qijll in humility, as never 


co-preſumeot his own ſtrength, alwayes 
in 


(4) 
in fear, without any ſecurity of happineſs 
in this life : So that having throughly 
ſcann'd the Condition of Man ih this pre- 
ſent State, he concludes, the beſt leſſon 
ſuitableto our continual wants here, is in- 
ceſfantly to repeat, and entreat under this 
effeAual form, eMiſerere mei Deus , have mere 
cy on me, O God. | | 


Whil'& he thus layes all his hopesat the 


feet of mercy, he cannot but bleſs the ſweer : 
procecdings of Heaven, in requiring of | 


us to compals our happineſs, that which is 
ſo conformable both to our Reaſon and 


Nature : For can there be any thingmore 
rational, and delightful co Man, thantolove 


a Sovereign Good, to congratulatethe Di- 
vine Eſſence, Divine Subliftences, Divine 
Attributes, and unchangeable perteCtions 
eſſentially ſeated in God ; Can there be 
any thing more juſt, than to deſire this 
greatneſs and _ Should have his 
Divine Laws fulfilled, the Univerſecon- 
ſerved for the Encreaſe and Accomplish- 
ment of his Service, and that all praiſe and 
Benediction be pourcd forth before him» 
by all Creatures both in Heaven and 
Farth : Can there be any action morcy 
commendable than to conceive an extrean 
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(5) 5b 
detcſtation of Sin, becauſe injurious to 
His Supream Majeſty, and obſtructive to 
hisglory; and yerindoing this, welo at- 
temper our ſelves for the reception of his 
favours, that as in the Order of Natural 
things, upon the Organization, and fitted 
Diſpoſitions of a Body, he hath obliged 
himſelf to infuſe a Soul, fo he hath no leſs 
engaged to veſt that Mind with ſupernatu- 
ral Grace, which by acts.of love and re- 
pentanceshall be prepared for it. 

Butalas! -Amidlt theſepleating reflecti- 
ons, when helooks into himſelf he finds 
a check, ſecing he cannot even diſpoſe 
himſelf for this happinefs without a ſuper- 
naturalaid; tor though'tis true hamane Na< 


ture by its own ſtrength knowes that God 
is worthy of all love, yetour knowledge 
in morality is mugh-more capable of compre- 
henf;0n than prattice : 'T1s not enough to have 
Wings to fly,if they be ſohamper'd as the 

cannot bediſplay:d;:ſothisnatural Gn 
ty in Man of loving'God above all things 
1s ſo weakned by original: Sin, and zimil- 
lion. of Obſtacles, thatwe find the:incli- 
nation- of doing it far more: ineffectual, 
than the difamens.of our reaſon to have it 


done, And no wonder when. St, Thomas 
B afhrms, 


( 6) 


affirms, our Will by original Sin, is much 


more damnified than our underſtanding , 
whence ſelf love growes powertul in us, 
and if it hath nota counterpoile of ſuperna- 
tural ſuccours, we are violently hurried 
into the purſuit of Fading, and ſenſible 
objeds. This confideration makes our. 
penitent deplore the miſcries of humane Na- 
ture, ſo wounded and made impotent un- 
to good, as of her ſelf she cannotpay what 
She owes tothe moſt lawful objett of all hearts, 
for his juſt homages are not only Sighs, 
Groans, and Enthuſtaſtick throwes, bur 
effective ſervices; as the exact obſervance 
of his commands, an averton from what 
may puta ſeparation 'twixt God and our 
Soul, ſuch are-ſenſual pleaſures, greatneſs 
in the World and honours in exceſs, vi- 
Qtory over Temptations, and in many en- 


counters this love exacts a perpeſlion of 


all the Calamities to! which Man is inci- 
dent, even to the-privation of life, thac 
he:may not fall-1nto'tranſgreflions oppo- 
ſite:unto 1t:- And theſe difficulties do' fo 
far exceed humaneimbecility,'' thatar faſt 
he makes this:refult; he mult ſtick cloſe 
to his preliminary addreſs,n:erere meiDemr, 
bave mercy oume O God 2 by W144 
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Again, when hereflects on the diſtance 
of theſe Terms Deus & mei, Godand me, me- 
thinks it should ſtartle the greateſt Aſſu- 
rance, toconlider the ſublimity of him thar 
is offended, and the deſpicability of the offen- 
dour; the oneis immenſeand fills all places, 
the otheris contracted into the dimenſions 
of a ſmall Body; the one is immurable, and 
{till the ſame, the other is corruptible,: and 
mouldring away every Moment towards 
that nothing from whence it came; the 
one is eternal, the other ſubject ro time; the 
one is the object of Beatitude, . the other of 
Miſery : *Tis true our pentent in relation 
tocarthly greatncſs was qualified with the 
higheſt T itlethe World can give, as being 
Sovereigne Monarch, and ole Ruler of a cho< 
ſen Nation, a vaſtand numerous Body of 
People; yetif compared to God, he isnot 
ſo much as anieAtone in reſpe& of tha Sun: 
And for this me, this nothing to riſe upin 
rebellion againſt ſuch a Sovereign, it muſt 
needs work a ſtrange Confuſion and Di= 
iturbancewithin him how to make his ſub-' 
miſſron; onthe one fide :dejafted! by his own 
unworthintſ(s,” on the ther, Yazled and con- 
founded by the glory of the intenſed. Net 
at laſt he breaks through all obſtacles, ; and 
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(8) 
implores mercy, he had rather perish in hop- 
i127 too much, than to commita Sacriledge 
in diftruſting the goodneſs of him who in- 
vites all without diſtinction_ unto him: 


Nay I believe, had the object againſt which 1 


he treſpaſſed , been any thing leſs. than 


God, he would never have opened his 
Lips in Order ro a Remiſhon : For he 
knew well rhat he only to whom Goodneſs and 
Mercy « eſſential, would or could oblite- 
rate his guilt. *Tis true his power and 


greatneſs ſtrike a terrour, yet they are 


ſo contempered with a merciful {weet- 


neſs, thar the Blackeſt Soul may there tind 
wherewith corinle her ſtains,and exchange 


them fora pure Dye'of innocency, if she can 
with a Dxvids Heart and Tongue but iſſue 
forth eMiſerere met Deus, have mercy on me O 
od, 
M4 obſerve moreover that Almighty God 
permits aSoul though yery dear unto him, 
ro be often here expoſed in troubled wa- 
ters, where she ſecms to be wholly loſt, 
and abandoned; that Heaver appears to 
haven light for her, and the Earth.nothing 
bur malice to work her ruine :: How:many 
terrors,andanxicties of Mind have Saints 
endured;and been left withgut hs hs" 
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of Comfort; even for ſome whole. year: 
And whyall theſe rude tryals in the. con- 
dud of the-moſt innocent Soul, but that 
God ſeems to bedelighted when his crea- 
tures. tuneiforth ; eAfggrere mer Deus: have 


mercy on me O God: Whence.yourmay ſce,thar 
God will exempt. noconditton from this 


ſupplicating flile, he will be fued.to by they 
innocent,.as wellas nocent,” :and where 
theFormality of malice is wanting, -he oft 


gives the apprehefſton, to the-end, .thar 


flying to this powerful mierere, they might 


draw at leaſt from his Goodnſs the benefits 


of Convertation, encreaſe of Grace, ad- 
dition of Verrue, | and other innumerable 
Mercies which he hath in ſtore for thoſe- 
who truſt in him. Sothattherc is no time; 
nor place unſcaſonable for any: perſon ts 
prefer this Petitions; . Miſerere mei Dew, have 
mercy onmeGF.God. 2 ya ri. 


-.: - The. eApplication. , 


\ 


By this Petition-we are taught nor. to 
preſume on the value of out own actions : 
For God is the Sovereign- Lord of the 
whole World, and particularly ofthe juſt, 
allwhoſe good works convey unto him a 

C pleaſing 


a” = (00 
pleaſing odour; yet can they not arrive 
ro that pirchas to have any Empire over 
'-him, or force hintto-lct them'share with 
him in the participation of his:Heavenly 
Kingdom. +Let the ut pertorm all the 
good imaginable, inreturn he may juſtly 


lay,  Taccept theſe ſervices in diſcharge of ; 


your paſt debts, and what you owe mefor 
'your Creation, Conſervation, and the 
Grace I have given youto act : So that we 
may truly ſay with St. Paul, when we have done 
all we can, we are uſeleſs Servants: For whereas 
we were pure Negatives, 1t was his Sole 
Mercy that cxtractedusfromnorhing,; it 
was this ſame Mercy. which added ro:our 
- natural Being, a Being of Grace. Laſtly, 
the accomplishment” of this Mercy is to 
bring us into the poſſeſſion of cternal Glo- 
y, wherefore if we attire our attions in 
F 4s colours of Mercy, and alwayes bear 
upon this ſtring, we may juſtly hope one 
day to ſing the praiſes of this incomparas 
ble Mercy with our holy penitent, through 
out the vaſtſpaces of Etcrnity. eAmen, 
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CHAP II. 


J * Secundimmagnam Miſericordiam tram, 
According to thy oreat eercy. 


O®-- Holy Penitent having ſet a foot his 
Petition, we haveall reaſon to believe 
ſince 1t is in a matter of ſogreat weight, 
and from aperſon ſo accomplished, that 
'tis framed and ajuſted to the exacteit 
rules of an eftectual-addreſs; whetrefore 
let us examine what Arguments he uſes to 
move fora grant. _ - 

I obſerve1n thefirſtplace healledgesnot 
the: innocent and harmleſs life he led whilft he 
kept his Fathers Flock : Nor his zeal for. 
the honour of God's people in his Combat 
| with Gokh: He mentions not his conftans 
* ſufferings wrought by the malice of Saul: Nor 
his tranſport of joy, and:reverence when he 
dancelt before the Ark : In: a word he 
decunes the memory of any action in his 
life paſt which might make him recom- 
mendable; . wiſely conſidering as did Fob 
that admirable patternof paticnce:Should 
| Heexpoſtulate with God, Hewouldnot be able 


to 
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20 anſwer one word for athouſand: Therefore he, 


caſts himſelf wholly upon the Favour of 


his jud oe, ſaying, Secundammagnam miſericor= 
diam tuam, according tothy great mercy: Hefilen- 
ces all the other Divine Attributes ;- and 
conjures hisCreatonrby that whichſcems 
molt appropriated to his condition. 

Nor 1she content to challenge his mercy 
withour the ſpecification of great mercy, as 
it the Enormity of his Crimes were'fuch 


-as'required more than an Ordinary: Con- 


donation. LY M2 (EEG 11 
- : Indeed his Mercy may well be ſtited great, 
forit hath all the dimenfions of greatnefs, 
it reacheth from Heaven to Earth,” even 


to-the- Gates of Hell: It is extended from 
one poleto another, nay it is immenſe as 
God himſelf, parricipating of his Divine 


nature; itſearches the abſtruſeſt corners 
of. our Hearr, and if the leaſt C r7any be put 
open to hislight, and grace, tis preſent- 
ily replenished by this preat mercy. Ah! did 
of terrene Iftecti- 
ons, the beams of his mercy have diſperſed 
within us; whata change they have made 
in our bad. inclinations, what dangers 


'they have mertand diverred fromus : We 
Should even repine at Nature. that hath 
& 8 not 
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-hot- furnished us with more} Hearts ; 


and 'T ongues to love and praiſe this oa 


mercy. 
- He adds likewiſe frnnin that) 1s accord= 


ing tothe cuſtome of thy greatmercy, which 
uſes notto bogglearthe remiſſion of any 


fin, nor to look ſo preciſely upon:thede- 


gree of the offendours palt malice, asupon 
his preſent repentauce, whence he etounds the 
Communicatian of his Grace; by which 
we.may diſcern the Senſe our Holy King 
had of his tranſgreſſions, which,made him 


willing to huddle up his ſcore, and with- 


out giving in any particular, rodefirethey: 
out egungin in x4 cluſterbecaſt;and di own- 


edin the Ocean of his Mercy:':/-; I 

Weatre raughcby this :ewo things, Firſt 
notto preſume. upon the value of our own: - 
actions, ſo fatras fromthem tojuſlifieour 


ſelves; for in this kirid none could plead 


more for himſelt thaniour h»/y petttioners, Ne: 
had with a Picty, and fortitude unequalled: 
runthtough'tmany, difficult, andglorious 
enterpriſes, wherein God was pleated ro. 
appeirfor him, and ownhimhis.champi- 
on: Yethe thiniks good ro. hushupallchis, 
well —_ chat, priſe is.due alone to: 
hin under whoſc guidanceand pupethion. 
D he 
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he had begun, and ſeta fortunate period 


torhem. -_ 
Next weare taught that (reflecting up- 


on our ſinspaſt ) weshould never deſpair ; | 


for 45S our.good deeds Wwe Owe ro God alone, 
by wholc inſpiration moving us we do 
them_-; ſo we muſt ſubmit our. bad deeds 
(whereof we our ſelves are the {ole Au- 
thors ) to'his Mercy : Whence we may 
ſee, though he cannot concurr with us in 
doingill, hisunſported Nature being in- 
capableofany obliquiry;yer irbeing done, 
he will share with us in the undoing, or 
repairing of our misfortunes: Rope 
15:more_-, no ſooner hath: this cifu] 
Hand dragg'd us out of the mire of Sin, 
bur *tis ſtretched forth to be joyn'd to 6urs 
er LAs cr bond, promiſing byhis 
Prophet toe _ us unto himſelf for.c- 
ver inmiſericordia, in the inſeparable Union 
of his Mercy. It isthis great Mercy with- 
out end, or beginnitg , which hath! de- 
creed fromall erernity to bring us off clear 
from allmiſery, and place us gloriousin-s 
hislight inacceſſible; fromthe time thar 
God was, and loved:himſelf; he diſpoſed 
us for his tove, and mercy; have we not 
 thereforereaſon toſpend every moment 
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(15) | 
of our Life in loving, praiſing, and'glo- 
rifying thisgreatmercy:. It is inall Kinds in- 
finite, no exceſs of malice obſtructs it, no 
frequency of Commiſhon or reiterated 
guilt renders it inexorable, no time ex- 
cludesit, nonotadeſperate delay ro they 
laſt moment, O God, thy judgments may 
be well laid to be unfatbomed eAbyſſes, where- 
inareloſt our moſt Exormons crimes, and from 
thatloſs we find our ſelves transferred nn- 
ro the enjoyance of thee, irradiated; with 
che comfortable beams of thy mercy: 

But aboveall, this mercy never appears 
ſogreatas inthe admirable Myſtery ofthe 
Incarnation, where we behold the eternal 
Father giving up his:only Son -ifh; behalt 
of Mankind: vitiated, ant defiled with 
Sin, rebellious, and infolent againit His 
Sovereign, a Worm), . and poor 1cantling 
of putretaction, aproy for the Flames of 
Hell: Thar, I ſay, :aGod:moſt perfect in 
himſelf, who hath' no want, . should love 
{o vilea Creature, . atſuch adiftancetrom 
him, andwhocouldftandhiminnoftead: 
and yet this cternal:God fulÞ of greatnels 
hath cherished Man in fucha manner, as 
tobcttowuponhimchedexwproduction of 
himſclf; 'coetcrnal,;: confubſtantiat, and 

12 equal 


(16) 
equalto himin Greatneſsand Majeſty,and 
for whatend > Toſavehimtrom ruine, to 
enrich him with eternal Life; this 1s that 
great mercy our Penitent now implores, and 
he claims 1t by yertue of a promiſe made to - 
eAbraham; that {ſince hc had not grudged 
him his only Sonne, all Nations should 
be bleſſed in- his Seed, that the Eternal 
Pcath of him who ts temporal, sE ould be re- 
deemed by the remporal Dearth of him- 
who is eternal; How many M iraclcs found 
birth in the execution. of this act of love 
and mercy : Firſt, Nature wasſtopt asto 
the reſult ofa humane ſubſiſtence, in whoſe 
place.was intimately applyed the perſonality 
of the Divine word; and this infinite ſub- 
fiſtence,, wasadorned with graces, yer- 
cues, and priviledgesfupereminent;ia Mo- 
ther enjoyeda fruitful Yirgtmity, and a delivery 
withour pain, 4n the fruit was found atthe 
fame inſlant the blood conſolidated, or- 
oanized, animated, and deifyed: So that 
the Second Perſon of the. blefled Trinity af- 
ſuminganewBeingnewly produced, that 
1s, .the.eſſence of 4 holy humanity, attyred hims 
ſelf with it, becomes a: 200d mari, and a ma-_ 
ſterpiece of love, and mercy: Aremedy: 
ſo necefary, thatwithouritall the a 
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of A_ and Holy Souls, all the inflam« 


ed deſires of the-Patriarchs could never. 
have merired with condignity, this incar- 
nate miſtery: For were all the groans pur 
together, allthetears, {ufferings, 'and exqui- 


ſite roftments which Saints have endured 


for the love of God, and onthe other fide 
bur one {ingle tear thrown in of” Feſus ( hrift 
Shed cither at his birth, or any time of his 
life, thy tear iſſuing fromrthe'flaming Fur- 
nace of his Heatr, :Sacred, and unired to 
the Divine Word, would exceed in value 
allyou can think, or imagine in the meri- 
torious actions of Creatures: © So that this 
adorable miſtery is nota miſtery of juſt re- 

tribution ſpringing from any humane, or 
Angelical merit; but,”tisa miſtery of good- 
neſs and ſupereminent mercy, andin con- 
{ideration_ of that prodigious deſign of 
love, he is animated in his ſuit, and be- 
lieves he cannot receive a repulle, becauſe 
he acts it Secundum magnam miſericordiam tuam, in 
the name of the Meſltas in whom all the 
Divine mercies fromthe beginning of the 
World iſſued forth unto mankind are com: 
priſed, and conſequently may be tiled a 
great, and the greateſt of mercies. 
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+ "Our Holy penitent having intheclear pro- | 
ipect of his prophetick. View; behel&this ,| 
great.work of mercy, brake forth into this | 


all\ athers the moſt. efficacious to obtain 
5 ub heſues for; we may learn from. 
hence that, our Mcdiator 7eſus Chrift.is the 
bell Sanfluary inall our diftrelſes, whether in 
regard of qurpaſt offences, or of our im« 


Potency to repair qur. failings: Methinks 7 
I:hear our: Petitioner 20 lay, © God what | 
Shall. I return thee-.in requital; when I * 
would praiſe thee an Abyſs of Majeſty 
exhauſts ina momentall Encomiums, and 
my Adorations appear nothing before th 
Divine Eſſence; could I unmake my ſelf 
1a deference to thee the Fountain of all 
Beings, it werea poor homage to thy in 
effable greatneſs: Nay could Iannihilates» | 


the whole W orld for thy glory, yet would 
it aothing equal what thy unmenſity 
might juſtly exact : But whilſt I thus la- 
bour with my own poverty, finding no- 
thing credted worthy thy acceptance, be= | 
hold the perfect ob/ationof thy Son, a prodigi- | 
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ous effet'of mercy zi!this2I offer tothee; 
he can beſt-{peakt our gratitude, i who 'can 
only ſatisfie thy Juſtice; fince-by-this gift 
the very: trealury of Heaven will 'be' ex- 
hayſted, and the Earthenrich'd with apure 


© Sacrifice, awhoſeodour draws uport'iman- 


kind acontinued:flood of mercies.'” Iris 
this eternal offering: meant by our Petitio- 
mer when :he mentions: thy'-great mercy , 
whoſe very. thoudhtand forefight at'the 
diſtance ofmany ages replenished hishearc 
with joy: And it the expe#ation of him ro 
come ſotranſported, what dilation of ſpi- 
ritual joy ought to invade us, who now 
poſſeſs, what they had only im hope, who 
now reap a plentiful harveſt of Salvation, 
when before the World was#tzfted with ſte- 
rility and doom'd to-darkneſs, untill the 
bowels of this great mercy were opened, to 
ſtore us with-his hgbtand grace... Lerusjoyn 
our Petitions with Holy David, and adore 
the wonders of this great mercy, in which 
we behold humane flesh hypoſtaſiated in 
a Divine nature, a Creatour link d to his 
Creature, Death unto Life, Glory un- 
to Confuſion, and Iniquity ſtamped with 
Innocence : And whilſt we contemplate 


theſe admirable contrivances of the Di- 
y1ne 


0289 - | 

vine Wiſdom, ican they do leſs than afcers 
tainus (if weplace inthe Frontiſpiece oF 
our ſupplications this compoſatum, made » ao 
{o.,many. contrarieties ) that” our deſtftes 
will rake effect; thatunder this Sanctuary 
we shall firike off all the ſcores of guilr; 
and; render a fatisfaction as great” as Go! 
can expect or require: Hence you {ce how 
confidently every {inner may repeat with 
David: Have mercy onme; iO God, according to thy 
great MEXCY« ' es! "1 %&h 
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Et ſecundum multitudinem miſerationum twarum, 
And according to the multitude of thy mercies. 


OE Holy Petitioner having expreſſed his 
relyance mgeneralon Gods mercy, next 

fixes upon its cttects in particular, and makes 

_ aſeries, orliſt of all his mercies: Wherein 
methinks I behold him juſt like onein de- 
{olation of Shipwrack faſtning on aplank, 
and though the ſtorm continue, darkneſs 
turround him, and nothing but the Face of 
Death appears before his Eyes, yet here- 
members 
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members thatmany have beenſaved in his 
condition; how ſomehave been caſtupon 

| the Shore, others upon a Rock, ſome by 
apaſling Boat gathered up: 1# fine hecalls 

 tomindathouſand wayes of preſervation 
to conſolate himſelf in this diſtreſs, and 
every thought of hope makes him graſp 
with new ak hs floating ſupport: 
Even ſo I may fay of our diſtreſſed Peni- 
tent, his goodly Vellel of iunocence was 
wreck'd, dashed againſt the powerfull 
charms of a Woman, from thence he was 
thrown intoan Ocean of Sins, where on 
all fides he beheld the menaces of eternal 
deſtruction; intheſe perplexticshe runs 
with his thought over all the paſſages. of 

God's mercy from the World's beginning 

by the conſideration of them, a little to 

keep up his \mking Spirits. He fails riot 
to remember the mild proceeding of God 

' with e4dan innort punishing him irteco- 

; verably, as hehaddone the reprobate. An- 

gels, but was'contenred to Exile Hhimfrom 

the delicious place of his Greation, -and 
to-9pye him here to the Whitl-winds of 
paſſions, in which' conteſt if, he- proved 
taithful; hisrcward was to bethe ſame as 

Hitt deſigned for him :. Brom thence hes 
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\(32) 
Paſſes to 'the conflierarion' of Sodom*and 
Gomorrah, where though God's juſticefell 


heavy uporrthoſe miſcreants, 'yethelayes. 


iton their impenitency,” and admires his:566d- 
neſsthat would notwithſtanding havekept 
itihisshafts of vengeancefor the ſake of ter 
juſttperſons; ' if that ſmall namber were” 
bur found-in-thoſs 'populous CitiesYhe 


oves onrothemivies,and pleaſes hitafelf 


rolcerhenturider the Lee born thitherby 
repetitance ,, even when, the ſtorm: of God's 
wrath wasready to phinge them in anfbyſs 
of ruine? Heitnfifts much upon the prayer 
ofeMoſer, which ils diverted the'rigo- 
x6isdclions of Got upon his people# he 
faneies that every Groan and'Sigh 9Þhis 
contributes ſomething towards the trra- 
kirgup of a brazen Stipe; 'byi hole Sore 
'aigh 'alpe@t his canterized* Soul wright 
'beunyenored and wade whole: -Yevss 
-1952fmall - Conſolation when he refib&ts 
-82G64sKpeopleinithe Eand of E2pt, 
"dt Opprefion: (hich their owtL 
:Sifs Had dfiwn” upon them9 was yet-re- 
eyed ar the Yate ofthiracles; ' and won- 
ters; 7 and fuiehs _—_— Wadi not*deots: 
-Andwhy dt this Bat torhake good his 
960 miſe t6 Hloabang tft;arid- Fab) thathe 
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hd the. 


| = ho content with this but p8 mh fur- 
! ther; diſplaying ;nihis propherick know- 
* ledge, innumerable other effects of God's 
compaſſion to Mankind, andat laſt begins 
tomakerthis Apphlication,though he could 
aotdeſerve to partake of his greatmercy; that 
is, not only to have his guilt remitred;but 


alſo ro become the RY of his choiceſt 
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1 Sow Choptly di Joſe LS Di- 
' wine-reſound ih his. Ears, where God.is 
| ftiled-richinmercies, where his: Mercy tran- 
' ſcends all-his other works, and where his 
! :Goodneſsand Mercy, are proclaimed anex- 
banſted Sonrets : He leaves not a (rany in the_ 
Worldiinranſacked, and after the ſevereſt 
ſcrutiny finds, and. confeſſes-there:is.no 
_ deftire of his, "rg no Creature 


aim Cry : 
edtures. are 


filled 


(24) 


filled with blefiings; ahd he tells us that every Being 
looks « firs depending on bis ( reatour, and expets 


from him a ſeaſonable ſupply bf all watitt: Nay he 
excludes hot Hell, nor Souls doom'd to e- 


ternal Ames from this mercy, for hecon- .| 


ſiders thit God is bouys univerſes , good 10 all, 
and thongh his Fiftice have plunged ther 
in that Calanirous State of miſery, yet that 
their toments are not more intenſe, and in 
many circlitiſtances aggravated, they owe 
it to his mercy, which Rill hath ſomething 
co do, even in the Puttishment of the.3 
higheſt offendours. 
_ Hiving then vey Angels, Manzand 
ſenBbte Creatures, the Heavens, Faith, 
and Hell, and found no Being that could 
in theſeaſt repine for want of mercy; up- 
on'theſe reflections with juft reaſon 'our 
Petitioner entitles them a wake of mercies,, 
for on ll {ides they flow'as from 4 natural 
Soterce. Nor wotider that wehave more 
Preſidents of his mercy than Juſtice, for 
there confiſts in a cotntriunicative ver= 
tHegfiyhir is 5006; andas God is ; anrory 
266d ſo heean alivayes breath forth theſe 
elb1HarionSof his g060dneſsuports: Now 
Tuſice, t Pugh 5 it /0 equally efſenrial'to 
y the DIVINGE ticewithmercy, andorher 
| Attri- 
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(SF) .- ew og 
Attributes; yet in/itsoperations ad extrs or 
exreviour effects, itdepends upon the ob- 
liquiry of our ations,” without whith' it 
hath no matteror Subje& rowork on?'So 
that-mercy he can alwayes shower down 
uponus, bur' Fuftice only when we offend he 
would not forecthow thegreater number 
of Angels ſtood the brunt of rempratisns, 
when Lucifer perished with his proud ad- 
herents, it was this mercy held them upat 
* rheinſtantoftheir Tryal; and thoughour 
 affifedpenitemtound not this innocence pre- 
| ſerving mercy, yethe hopes to lay hold 
on thar part where he'is (tiled a purifying 
mercy: Lethis Subjectstall from their obe- 
dience, and throw curſes at him, lerhis 
Children prove unnatural, and labour to 
dethrone him, letapeſtiJential Diſeaſede- 
populate his Country ; in-fine let the Joy of 
his Life eAbſalombe ſacrificed by the Hand 
of his vwn Souldier, with ſmiles he will 
paſs through all rheſe Teſts, ſo they pro- 
cced from the hand of this all purifying: 
mercy: He values notthe mediums, bur the 
end he tends to, and when he thinks oS 
this, hc begins afresh ro admire this mer- 
cy inthereward of theelect; he knows not 
whether'itexceeds more inthe expeRtan- 
| G cy 
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(20) k- 
CY and furtherance of: a {inners- converſi- 
On, 97 inthoſdimmenſe felicitics he coms 
municates hy his preſence. -::For here: he 
beholds a Ged;courting his Creatures ,71n- 
ſcaible as jt. were of injuries, and dishos - 
ngursfromchem,andſecondifg their leaſt 
g9ogdintents;. with the powerfulſuccours 
of, grace; ;Lhere he: contemplates a: God 
remunerating our {mall inconfiderable_ 
Ags of, Vertue with: the ſame Felicity, 
wherewith, he himfelf is-bleſt and'made 
happy : Farhis Beatuadeis to enjoy himſelf 
id contemplate;hispwn beauty and per= 
e&ions, and this:lame Beata he imparts 
to us poor worms-through the exceſs of his 
Mercy. ,Butwhether our hblypentent moro 
extplls the,effects of his mercics in Hea- 
venor Eacth I know not; yertof this Iam 
fure, , he is reconciled; to make it whilſt he 
hath lite,; the Theam of his Pen, Hearr , 
and;Tongue; hewill celebrate the praiſes 
of; his. intrumerable mercies.for all Eter- 
nj&y, :hehath ſcarcea Plalmwhichſpeaks 
no his/zealfor thisſubjet, asf his,quill } 
kad beenidipped-inthis Fountain of mer- 
CIFSsr: 13 911m bg 0) fi 1110517 off aff 
; Another branch, which: growes;iup! a« 
midt.themultitudeof his mercies; _ 
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he diſtributes his bleflingsngt, ſo:much in 
the meaſure of his miſaom; as laye;.,andatrer 
his.innumer abletayours done to bis Vine 
yard, hedetiges theyyholeM aſs of Creatures 
X hut Wanr, on bis part z,For 
ald he. reward us according to ous 4ir 


ons Which, he in his, przſcience, and atexnal 


eſſencetoreſces willgome ropals, whaof 
us should be leftaliye, or who of us Should 
be born? .Qnly the mocent Should then he 


He foreknew,that Luafer should fath: rhat 
eAdam would fin, Saw becomediſobedignt, 
and Zudez betray bim, yetheforbare-not- 
( for all this, ) co. throw his, fayours. apon 
them; to;shew his mercy 18 ;ever in compe- 
tition with:Man's malice, gnd like a ggod 
Phyſitian af.one Medicine, work no good, 
h applycs anotber like a good; Husbandman 
i his Lond yield-jm ng Crop. Rc year, 


be.cultvares and Jabours, ir ggain, the:Se- 
| Land Eedfo whichicgttcn happens 


thaconefruutulſealgnrepaiges theſterili> 
ty of divers years paſt :Tu {@God ſtill goes 
on, and though he ſees no hope to ſtop 
our malicez-.yet he flops not his mer; this 


c 
3. b 4 


(28) 
proceeding made St. eAuſtin cry, Praiſe and 
GloryO Lord be to thee O'Fountamn of mercies, the 
worſer [ grew, and more perverſe, (o mich the nearer 
thou waſt umome.” Itis faida ſmall-proporti- 
on of chaſtiſement ſuffices a Father 1n or- 
der to his Son; lo God(asakind and lo- 
ving Father) thinks alittle punishment c- 
nough tor his Children: St. ( hryſoſtome ſay s 
rhat after the Maſterof the Vineyard had 
his Servants beaten, and Nin by the-Hus- 
bandmen, he ſenthis Sn, and for all theſe 
theit vutrages required no other ſarisfa&i- 
on than to ſce them abaſh'd and aſhamed of 
their Cruclties and Ingratitude : They will 
C fays-he ) reverence my Son; ſo that 'tis evi- 
dent, ' their blyhing not their bleeding he de< 
fired : Whence St. Hierom makesa rc(ultof 
this Parable, that in God's Clemency 
there was no Weight, no Number, no 
Meaſure; norlikewiſe in the others Ma« 
lice. 'Sothat ourbol/ypenitent beholdingin_ 
every-tranſattion of God with Maa this 
tulneſs of Mercy, might with reaſon ex- 
poſtulate, and entreat his pardon : Serun+ 
dummultitudinem miſerationum tuarum, according to 


the multitude of thy merctes. 


The 


(29) 


The Application, 


Letevery one examine his life from the 
time he had the ule of reaſon, and I am 
' confident he will find many tyes of obli- 
gation to this great mercy; nay amongl\t 
the mals of Chriſtians, I belicve there is 
none but ranks himſelfa favourite in order 
to his largeſles of mercy : For his love is 
conſtant, and knowes no change, this 
great and good God hath perſiſted for an 
infinity of time in theperpetual reſolution 
of gratifying us with his gifts, his enflam- 
ed heart hath entertained a continual ſoli- 
citude without any truce, for our good. 
Witneſs the Prophet Feremy who fayes 
that God hath loved us with an everlaſlins ( harity : 
His love is cternal, , having alwayes de- 
creed to enrich us with his favours ; St. Paul 
proclaims it, that he hath loved us before the World 
was framed. It is difintereſſed , without- 
any advantage to himſelf or hope of re- 
turn .on our parts: Nogpther motive Den 
the ſyþerabundance of his goodneſs; 
a fountain, which.cuns oyer, his natural good-+: 
neſs, thlowes blefſings.on- all Ereatures: 
Plytarch ſpeaking of loye, ſaygs, it takes any 

| H ocea- 


(30) 
occaſion be it never ſo ſlight, to oblige the beloved, he 
wants no baits, nor ſnares, carrying about him the 
matter of his own bondage: So God's love ne- 


ver takes leave of a Sinner; nay where 
Man's impiety extorts as 1t were from him 


the darts'of his Juſtice, he ſcems  w-neth | 


rorelent, and promiſes (as he did after the 
Deluge) ro do fo no more; ſo that his love 
being eternal, unchangeable, and deveſt- 
ed of all ſelfends, what can we ask of God 
that iſſues not from his mercy , wherefore 
lerus with holy David cry have mercy on us O 


God, according to the multitude of thy mercies. 
Amen. 
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Dele iniquitatem meam, 
Wipe away my iniquity. 


'O\ poor Criminal having thus prepa- 
 redhis-Fudpe, the next care is to lay 
open his condition, and shew he implores 
God's purifying Mercy, by whoſe yertue 
the Chains of our ſins are looſencd and 


diſ- 
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(31) 

diſſolved : Notdid it alittleraiſe his cons 
fidence, that his Judge was not tyed upto 
Lawes, as the Ground-work of proceed- 
ings with offendours; but his power is 
abſolute to do all he pleaſes, and his will 


' ſuchas torender what Ever he does gaod, 


and Juſt: So that the /eaſt propenſion of this 
Will, in order toaremiſlion, is ſufficient 
ro wipe away all the iniquities of the 
Earth. | 
Beſides, he conſiders that when God 
chaſtiſes, he doth a thing extraneous to 
him, and{ as Zſay{ates) a work that is not 
his : Bur to be merciful he-owns it as-a 
propriety annexed to his Godhead, - not” 
to extenuate his Juſtice, but.to infinuate 

the love he bears toMan. (17 
He embroyls not his Fancy with. the 
nicctics in Schools; which diſpute haw 
Sin is remitted, whether by the expulſion 
of any poſitive form, and the introducti- 
on of another oppoſitetoit:; Whether it 
be by the meer infuſion of Grace, '.or elſe 
only by taking away.the obligation;of a 
Sinner to cternal pupighment';.he-gmits 
all theſe curious:quelſtions; cang; attends 
only tothe ſweet effec, to wit, ;that he 
may be freed fromhis iniquity, oft wPe: - 
__ 
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(32) 
ing in his Heart, he had rather be a 900d 
Diſciple, than a great eafter in the exact 
knowledge of his own miſery. 

When he looks back into his life paſt, 


and remembers with what ſatisfaction, 


and ſpiritual joy he had performed many 
acts of vertue, he begins to be enfired 
with new flames of urging for agrant of 
his Petition: Since he knowes that whilſt 
helyes under this attaindour of Treaſon, he 
1s capable of no right nor priviledge, in the 

oiven us by Heaven, that should 
hedoattions which in another conditions 
might be premiated, would now be look- 
edupon asaJewel counterfeit and of no 
valuei: 'He'compares himſelf toa Plantina 
Region far remote from the Sun, whoſe 


Fruitnever-comes to maturity, ſo his ini- 


quity-ſets'him' ati a great diſtance with God, 
the isht and life of Souls,and conſequent- 
ing can-be- cxpectcd from him, 
which favours not ofa'Soyl accurſed, and 
doorvd to fteriltity ; ſothar as a misfortune 
fcldomewalksfolitary; he finds befides the 
unkappineſito have'offended God, this 


addition; ito beunable;ro doany thing ac< 
ceptable unto him, (1 on 

-- FThenhe Jocgon ruminating upon the 
*F6) {ad 
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(33) 
ſad conſequences of his Sin, which makes 
him fluctuate in his thoughts, wholly un+ 
reſolved how to comport himlelft : Some- 
times he appears likea Statue without mo- 


| tion, and would eternally remain ſo, ſince 


by no cndeavours he can pleaſe his Crea- 
tour: Thenagain [behold him bent upon 
the exccution of all the good imaginable, 
at leaſt within the extent” of his natural 
Force or Power ; that he may omir no 
Homage and Duty he owes to the Author 
of his Being: Butatter all his reſtleſs ſoli- 
citudes, he obſeryes the main Hinge of his 
happineſsdepends upon thisDele iniquitatem, 
the cancelling of this Bond by which he is 
lyable to eternal punishment;; e're he can 
hope for admittance unto his wonted ra- 
Won entertainments with his Divine_- 
Maſter. 2 

He deſcants upon the proceeding of 
Almighty God with Sinners, and would 
feign ſcarch into the ſecrets of his Provi- 


dence, why ſome are drawn from the- 


depth of wickedneſs; even when_they 
{cemed'to beloſt totheWorld and Heaven, 
whilſt others leſs guilty in the Eyes of men 
iladly perish without ſource, or redreſs. 
The preſervation of the one he attributes 
! bh I ro 


(34) 
to the immenſe goodneſs of God, which ſome= 
rimes por (as juſtly he may) in his 


own lawes, as to afford unto an unwor- , | 


thy ſinncr ſuch powerfull calls thar they 
are never reſiſted; ſuch melting affe&:- 
ons, as if they had been train'd up inthe 
School of Divinelove, not in the Forge of 
iniquity: It is fit Che confeſſes) rhe Divine 
Will which frames all Creatures, should 
{o diſpoſc of whar he hath made, thar 
when he pleaſes to raiſe any one out of 
corruption, and render them inſtrumental to his 
Glory, none oughr, orcan juſtly repine 
at it: He ſuſtains this Argument with 
much heat, himſelf being a party intereſ=- 
ſed, ſtillexpeCting tobe the objett of his 
choice mercy: Hedilates andexpands his 
Soul under this incxhauſted ſource, * lik e_> 
the Earth without Warer thirſting for one 
dropot that Caoleſtial ftream which mighr 
allay the anguiſh of his Mind, and deface all 
the foul Characters of his iniquity ; his 
groans, andunweariedſ1ghs are fair Har= 
bingers of that Noble Gueſt he once en- 
tertained, with unſpeakable delight, and 
if.he: ever gain tho repoflſeſſion, he pro- 
teſts that neither Angels, Men, Devils; 
narall the charmes in Creatures shall ever 
brand 
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('3 $) G 
brand him with a new ftamp of iniquity ; 
bhis&es'by which his Soul recay'dijhertirft 
wound arc become to floods of-tears,' and if 
they prevail nortto cleanſe his ſtzins, ar leaft 
_ they will reſtifie ro the World, herepent- 
ed what he had done : He caſts nor one 
glance towards Heaven which 1s'not ac- 
companicd with hopes of meeting this 
mercy, and rchis conhdenceis fo ground- 
cd in him, that were it decreed God would 
{avebur one Soul, he hath courage enough 
ro hope thar bs might be that one; nay he 
builds ſo much upon theſe hopes, that” 
tranſporting himfelf.co the confideration 
of many Sinners, abandoned/1n their im- 
pictics, 1t doth nor ar alldeject him; for 
he con{iders that God hath given us a free- 
vil, which he will never violence to our 

prejudice, and though wecannot cleyate 
this will to.an att ſo pertect as natutally to 
merit the frf Grace, yer itmay in ſuchſort 
diſpoſc us for grace by love, and forrow; 
that God will doubrleſs gratife us ſo pre- 
pared : Whence "tis clear, 'thar as we fall : 
not but by-our own default, ſoby yertue 
of a promiſe, and contrat made by Hea- 
ven, we cannot finally perish burby an» 


obftinate reluctancy of our own'Hearts: 


C36) 
If he ſees a Phararh ſink into ruine irreco- 
verably, hebeholds likewiſe a Nebuchods- 
nozer for the ſame crime ſtruck down, to 
riſe again : They were both Kos, the ſin 
of cither alike, detaining God's people in 
captivity, yettheFates of both very une- 
qual: Becauſe the one retratts his miſdeeds, 
and raiſes a deteſtation of them, the other 
perſiſts inhis Enormities without any truce 
or {uſpenſ1on. 

Arlaſthe makes a Corollary of this di{- 
courſe, and concludes, ſince ſome are pre- 
ſerved in Innocence by continued showers 
of Grace, others by a ſweet violence drawn 
from aneAbyſs of Sin to the upshot of hap- 
pineſs, and none ſo entangled, whom a 
true repentance will not ſet free; he will 
never ceaſ{ctoimportune Heaven till his iniqui- 
ty be raſed out: lethis Throat grow hoarſe 
with clamours, his Eyes droop and wax 
dimme,his ZHeartrend aſunder with grief, he 
w1ill-ſparc no Particle of his whole Body, 
nay glory initsruine, if by that means he 
canbutunclog his Soul from the weight” 
of Sin: Hejudged it very reaſonable; that 
the Body having contributed to his Sin, 
Should sharc in the puniſhment, as it had done 
inthe a7me, andas it had concurred unto 


his 
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(37) E 
his miſery, ſo-hkewiſe ic might unto. his 
happineſs : . For doubtleſs the Combars 
which a virtuous Man ſuftains amidft {© 
many Head-itrong paſſions which abound 
in:this mortal frame of ours, areno {mall 
advancements to eternal Glory, nor mean 
Engins to work our Freedom from the 
flavery of Sin: Hence he takes up arms, 
proclaims Warr againft himſelf, and ab- 
jures any furure compliance with his un- 
bridled appetite: He will make his Body 
a Sacrifice into pennance, which before 
had been a lump of ordures, and ſen{ua- 
lity: His wil{ shall becomea Tyranr, and 
check cvery the leaſt inclination to Evil, 
which till then was agitated and born a- 
way with every breath of Vanity, and 
foul delights; andif withall theſe rigours 
he can break the ſtamp of his iniquity, he 
will prize that Action, beyond all his 
former Victories, and raiſe more Tro- 
phics in Memory of this deliverance» 
than ever were conſecrated to the molt 
Heroick enterprize of any perſon in the 
World. 

The monſtrous ſhape of his iniquity ſo con- 
foundcd him, that 'rill ir was defaced, he 
could not ask any bleſling ; tor it.is the 
= K oreatel} 


(38) 
oreateſt of evils, and wherein all misfor- 
tunes are Centered. When Rheuben'im<- 


portuned his Father Facob that Benjamin his 


darling might gointo Egypt, he offered his 
two Sons as pledges for his return, and 
adds for a further engagement , ero peccatt 
reus, he would be guilty of tin, thatis, ex- 
poſed toall the miſeries imaginable, if he 
faliifyed his word. St. Pau! expreſſing 
how ſeverely God fell upon his only Son, 
ſayes he, who knew no fin, was made ſin for us 
that is, he diſcharged upon himthe Tem- 
peſt of his wrath, rendring him the moſt 
deſpicable of Men, asa Teſtimony of ſins 


deformity, and the deplorable State of 


him that lyes under the guilt of a mortal 
tranſgreſſion: Whence a great DoCtor al- 
lowing the truth of St. eAuftins aflſertion- 
that one drop of the water of Paradiſe will be 
ſufficient to quiench the flames of Rell, yet 
w1ll it not ſuffice ( ſays he) to wash away 
the foulneſs of ſin : Our Holy Penitent knew 
well that Death concludes all our merit, 
and demerit ; that though the Juſt after 
this life shall perform many glorious acti- 
ons, ycttheſe willnot purchaſe to them 
any new Crowns, no more than the repro- 


batc shall not become more criminal by 
their 
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(39) 2 
theirabominations acted in Hell, Where: 
fore during thetime of this ttanſitory life, 
whercin we are to fix our choice of an. 
eternity good orbad; our penitent relolves 
to play the induſtrious eAZerchant, whillt he 


lives, his extinguished light of Grace may 


be enkindled, and the hideous Character 
of his iniquity worn out, but if Death ſur- 
prize him in the obſcurity of ſin, he muſt 
eternally reryain in darkneſs, deformed 
with the ugly ſtamp of his iniquity : 
Wherefore having a clcar view, both of 
his preſent ſtate, and danger of delay, he 
W1 Ibo th importunely, and opportunely redouble 
his Note, Dele iniquitatem meam ,- blot out my 
iniquity: 


The Application. 


We may learn by the example of our. 
penitent, to work whilſt the day of this life 
endures, forthe A(zght of Death approach- 
ing our lot iscaſt : As the Tree falls, ſo it 
will lye; no skipping from vice to vertue , 
nor from vertuc tovice, after Death, ifhere 
you claw not off the ſtamp of your ini- 
quity itwill be fixed asaneternal reproach 
untay/gu; and tis bur juſt where there 1s 


a 
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(49) 
4 capacity of perfection, thara place, time, 
and (tate should be allotred for its acquiſi- 
tion. The Angels who cxcell Men com- 
paſſed their Felicity by one fole Motion, 
by one /omple operation : . But Man who is more 
oroſs, and ſect ata greater diſtance from_ 
Beatirude muſt uſually ſpeaking gain it by 


ſeveral reiterated operations ; for the period of 


our merit, or demerit, takes its beginning 
where weſurccaſc in the uſe of our ſen(cs, 
foras in flattering their inclinations wes 
oftend, ſo in curbing and wiſely ruling 
them forthe love of God, we perform acts 
of Picty and Vertue, ſo that in Death the 
matterof Vice and Vertue expiring with 
the loſs of our ſenſes; Man remains con- 
firmed in that State he 1s then found, beit 
of good, or evil; Wherefore let us imi- 
tate our penitent, and whilſt our Petition» 
may be heard, cry out with Holy David , 
Del, iniquitatem meam, blot out my iniquity, 
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5 OE V. 


eAmplins lava me ab imquitate mea, 
Waſh me more from my intquity. 


Ur diſtreſſed Penitent rowles up his Spi= 
rits believing he hath already a grant 
of part of his Petition; but he fears leſt 
ſome relicks may yet remain of his f1n, 
that is, bad inclinations, and proneneſs 
unto wickedneſs, contracted by many re- 
iccrated peccaminous Acts, and therefore 
he thinks good to ſtick cloſe unto theſame 
ſubjc& till he. compleat his deſign : Waſh 
me more from my iniquity. - It is natural to V e- 
ectablcs ſimply ro covet a Being, to fenfi- 
tive Aniwals, to ſcck a well Being, and 
to rca{onable Creatures tothirſtand long 
after a Soveraign Being, which only can-fa- 
tisfc their God-thurlting Souls: So that” 
we ſec our Petitioner by an impulle of na- 
turc is carrycd on tohis firſt demand, but 
when with this tendency in nature arey 
joyn'd the ſceds and beginnings of Divine 
love, the leaſt ſtain ſupervenes not with- 
out a {cquel of a firange horrour and 
L tremb- 


(42) 
trembling, ariſing as well from an appre- 
henſion- of lofms the rich Donative of 
Grace, as from a reſtleſs ambition of im- 
proving 1t every moment to God s Glory: 
He knowes our life 1s here as it were be- 


tween privationand cxiſtence, between. 


lighr and darkneſs; by how much we re- 
cede from one Extream, we approach near- 
crtotheother, andro make a haulr or ſtop 
in this mean, 1s toflide back into thar part 
we would avoid; this madecour Pctitioner 
not ſatisfied with a bare remiſlion, and to 
preſs for a further exemption from his 1ni- 
quity ; Amplius lavaine, waſh me more. 

He bcholds the Sun to cheer the World 
with his light, not by one centinued con- 


ſtant ray, but by a perpetual emiſſion of 


Spirits from his luminous Body: Evenſo 
he wishes thar ſplendor of the eternal Fa- 
ther, which hath already viſited with com- 
fortable beams his happy Soul, might in- 
ceſſantly oblige him with new influen- 
ccs, that if the leaſt exhalation of Sin 
ariſe, it may in an inſtant fly and diſperſe 
ic{elt before this purifying Globe ; amplius 
lrva me, waſh me more. 

His anxiety continues, but with this 


difference, before he feared rodyc anenemy 
to 
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ro God; now he dreads to dye. not bz friend! 
Before his care was to clear himſelf of fir, 
now'itis, how to preſerve and purchaſe, 
an encreaſc of grace: He begins to won- 
der that this ſpirirual reſurrection allaves 


notall his detires; but torchwith he checks 


himſelf with the reflechon of Man's con- 
dition in this life, where heis alwayes Lo 
ſcck and never to find, becauſe he pro- 


_ poſes tohimſfelt rhe Idea of an Entiry be- 


yond his reach, and hath only this ſup- 
port to hold up his hope, that he ſeeks a 
thing incomprehenfeble, an Object on Earth 
deligned for our love, and: inquifition; 1n- 
Heaven reſerved for our fruition + And 
which will b gommunicarted more orlets 
in proportion to the Zeal and Purity of 
Hearts we have here- in ſecking : Ir is 
then 1n-orger to this happy enjoyment. 
that our Pcnirent fucs again arfd again to 

be more freed from bis iniquity. | 
Betides Vertucs have in them an admi- 
rable Sympathy, which makes rhey never 
jarr , but mutually conſpire ro unites 
themſelves andthe Subjects they inhabit 
to the moſt pertz&t Objet; andiince this 
Union is only tound inglory, it is confſe- 
quent we muſtnecds here be in perperuat. 
mO- 
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(44) 


motion, ſometimes rooting out this im- 
perfection, otherwhiles acquiring that” 
perfection, untill we arriveat him, who 
15 the beginning, and end of all our agi- 
rations. 

He remembred with what warineſs 
God gave his command toeAdan, adviſing 
even not to zouh the Fruit he muſt not zaſt 
off, well knowing the conſequences which 
attend occaſions of {in : Hencehe gathers 
this leſion, if we muſt not play with dan- 
gcr, much leſs harbour the leſt atome of fin 
withinus; forit isof ſucha malignity, as 
the Ocean upon the breach ofa bank rush- 
es not in with more violence than lin doth, 
and over-flowes that Soul-where once it 
finds admittance : . Who will grant no- 
thing, mult receive no Petitions; it was 
not without reaſon the Zews forbad the_ 
cating of Pat, that they might not be al- 
lured to devour what was offered in their 
Sacrifice. 

Our Holy Petitioner implores then a 
preſervative, as well as pardon ; this more 1m= 
plyesnor only a fuller dcletion of his ini- 
quity, butalſo aſtalling of dangerous oc- 
caſfions; he now ſuſpects every motion of 
his enemy he hath ſeen from his owntoo 

dear 


(45) | 
dear expetience that a ſpark hath Yrownsg 
up to a maſterleſs incendium, and this now hap< 
pilyextinguished,shouldheagaindally bur 
with the leaſt reſemblance or shaddow- of 

Ain, would in him appear monſtrous after 
the taſt of ſoſignal a mercy. This made him 
cry, waſh me Lord not only from fin, but 
more, cven from all danger, and occaſi- 
ons of ſin: For in the midſt of imminent 
occaſions of ſin, not to decline from Ver- 
rue, and noble reſolutions, is a poſſtbili- 
ry more ſpeculative, than reducible to 
practice : Nor was our penitent{ſo tranſpor- 
ted with his change, asnot to havea foli- 
citude for prevention of the like difafter : 
His repentance was ndt by halves, this made 
him ſtand alwayes upon his guardjalwayes 
An fear, andlill panting after mgre puri- 
ty, and more relaxation from his afains 
of iniquity. 

Waſh me more, thatis, more than others, 
this clauſe of his Petition he judged not 
unneceſlary ; for he believed the ſtains 
of his guilt were drunk in more deeply, 
and were more fixt, than in the Soul ofany 
other the greateſt offendour, and confe- 
quently his cure required the application 
of amorc Sovereign remedy. it the Le- 
= prous 


(40) | 
prous: Condition of: 'Naamman Com found” 
not/a,compleat-redrefs-untill. his ſeventh 
Lotzon'in Fordan; what ſtreams muſt he 
ſeek. out,' whoſe infirmity ſpeaks a can- 
tempt of God::: What multiplicity of rei-- 
rerated bathings will{ſuffice to.gleanſe that 
Crimſon Dye, whole reeking ſmoakalcends 
to Heaven to. purchaſe thence a conſuming 
fire : Whoſe numberleſs oftences he him» 
ſelf compares to the ſands of the Sea, and 
confeſſes he cannot efitertainathoughtof 
them'without:horreyur. He reckons up 
many {1gnal Favours he had received from 
theliberal hand of God, how he waspickt 
out from_-! amid(it;:his Fathers flocks, 
being the youngelt ard leaſtcontiderable 
of. all his children, tobe-made. Authoriof 
liberty unto {ſre! : how God: had: Shel- 
tred/him asit were, under his Wings from 
all his Enemies, and ſo ordained that their 
oreateſbmaliceproved matter of his greateſt 
g/oryjhow God had entruſted into his hands 
the Ru and guidance of | his cle people, 
and given him wiſdom, :and courage to acquit 
hanpſelf of that weighty charge with inr- 
mpnial bonow: tow God bad promiſaed:not | 
to confinehis munificence unco his perſon, 
but thatthe would ſettle the fucceſſion of 
£010 | his 
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his Reyal Dignity to his poſterity for overt 
An fe all, how from ine, and 
Fur Should iu forth an bl ract of all 
his1iþeralities to Mankind; eSayiour of 
the arld ; When he had regiſtred. all 
thels. bligations, and paſled ” f 2 if 
VE "What return he had made, 

ſo 11h inaratitude, ſo much of dj pF Fong 
to rank himſelt with other x Doe.) vere 


of his ſin was ker o" d,. fo Fo 


mightthe ffroke of that perilexceed, W ich 


was £0 corred all his imperfc& 10ns, 


beautify him \yitha touch of: perkechion, | 


waſh me more from my iniquity. 

When he had rhus framed his Petition, 
implying in this word more ; - firſt a neceſ: 
{ity of greater helps than others, Propor- 
tionably tothe greatneſs of his tranſgrel- 
1100s; nexta, delire robe free from the leaſt 
venial ſm, and la{tly to-be ſecured even from 
occaſions of ſm: He ventures yet alittle fur 
ther, and following the Difamens of flesh 
and blood, makes inſtance fora relaxation 


of the temporal punishmentdue to his Sin, 


waſh 


— 


+. (48) EE 3 
waſh me more, that is, not only in takitig a- 
way his doom to eternal torments, ,bur 
alfo the temporary. ſatisfaftions he muſt 
here make: His ſen/itive part Shrinks at the 
forclight of contradictions he was to wade 
through, and would feign obtain this ad- 
ditional remiſſion; Man's natural affeionto 
the Body, from a ſtrict Union it hath with 
the Soul, raifed in our Petitioner a great 
tenderneſs of it, inſomuch as not to-plead 
for it, were to violate ( he thought) the 
Articles of Friendship made by nature 
between them: Yethe had alwayes ſuch 
an Eye to the Decrees of Heaven, that after 
all his ſupplications he totally ſubmits: 
He will not repine atany preſſure, but- 
with an entire regnation drink in the bittereſt 
draughts of temporal afflictions, if his Di- 
vine Juſtice ſo require : He values ('tis 
true ) his Body initſelf, God and nature- 
having imprinted this love in him, but 
when its depreſſion may conduce to the 
purifying of his Soul, upon whole happi- 
neſs irmainly depends, reaſon teaches we 
muſt then- let it ſink; and though itbe 
drown'd inan Ocean of torments, our Pe- |} 
nitent hath this conſolation that his Periti- 
on is granted asro the effect, for he shall ſee 
IC 


(49) ® w- 
itriſe again wholly diſtained inthe waters 
of tribulation, he shall find his paſt for- 
rows grown up into-Jubileys, and Exul- 
tations, and his heart more ſ{enltble of that 
mercy which gave him conſtangy tn his 
ſufferings, than it by a pureact of grace 
he had been releaſed from fin without any 
ſatisfaction inhis own perſon : It then he 
be purihed either according to his own 
wish, by an exemption from ſufferings 
which his trail Nature ſuggeſts, or elſe by 
an mundation of afflitions which be bath merit- 
ed by his crimes. He hath ſtill this com- 
fort that he ſues not in vain, -fince both 
will contribute ro-the drift of his Petiti- 
on, which 1s to. appear every minute_ 
with a greater purity in the Eyes of his 
Creatour. eAmplius lava me, waſh me more © 
from my iniquity. - 


; The Application, 


St. Bernard obſerves that if at any time 
God deprives us of what 1s good, it1s but to 
gratifie us with ſomething that is better ; 
upon this reflection he reckons ita happi- 
neſs in St, Paul that he was ſtruck blind, 
forimmcdiately upqn that ſtroke he was 

Ul raiſed 
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* (50) | 
raiſed to the third Heavens, and admitted '; 


unto ſecrets unfit to*unfold tro Man; and 
afterwards receiving the fight of his Body, 
with that reſtitution was ſuperadded the 
clear Eye-fioht of his Soul. God ſent Feremy 
to the Potters shop, that he might ſee 
how the broken Veſſel was to be new 
moulded; and come out betrer than be- 
fore, if then the (lay frequently recteves 
a better form and fashion than at firſt, let 
us in imitation and with the ſame confi- 
dence of our holy penitent after our failings 
cry, Lord, waſhmemore, Letour paſt harms 
warn us not to preſume of our own- 
ſtrength; this humble opinion wilk ſeparate 
much of the droſs of our actions, and 
teach us to rely more upon God than” our 
ſelves: Let usoft lay before us the Seal of 
God's pardon, this cannot but enflame_ 
our love, andenfireour Hearts 1n the zeal 
B of his ſervice; nay Chriſt ſeems to ſer it 
down asa rule that we proportion our love 
to'our Obligations. - He little loves 19 whom 
little s forgiven; that where a large ſcore 1s 
ſtruck off by his Mercy, there muſt tieeds 
ſucceed an ambition ro' a more ſuperemit= 
_ nenit perfection ; waſh me more from my iniquity: 
Infine, thisquadrates with Habakkak's pro- 
LE:  _-phecy:; 
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(393) 
phecy : 1} heretofore thou madeſt one ſtep in theway | 
of Death, thou ſhalt now tread for it ten in the way 
of life. So thatevery {inner isencouraged 
not only to recover his innocence, bur to 
' improve 1t throughout the remainder of 
his life, never ceaſing to repeat : Amplius 
lavame ab iniquitate, waſh me more from my iniquity. 
Amen. 


C:8B-4 i; VR 


Et a peccato meo wiunda me, 

eAndcleanſe me from my fin, 
KES C1 PETt 

P* the Series of Atwinordinate: and de« 
ficient from that rectitude required-to 
give them a denomination 'of good: We 
find ſome which relate immediately to God, 
as when withcontemptwe fitike artthings 
direQly ordained rohis; glory 'and ſervice; 
theſe paſs under the name of impiety: O= 
theriithere are whote firſt tendency levells 
at our Neighbour,” aswhen wetraverſe-> 
thelighr of Naturegindoingtoanouher what 
we would not have-done unto our _ 

AT, - aft 
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and theſe are ſtyled by the appellation of - 
iniquity : Laſtly there are certain treaſons 
whereof we make our Bodyes inſtrumen= 
tal, and by which we are corrupted, \de- 
praved, and wrought into ſtrange habi- 
tual Frailtzes; theſe are properly expref- 
ſed by the term of {n, becauſe by them. . 
we actagainſt our ſelves. Our Holy Peni- 
tent drawes the exordium of his Petition from 
a ſenſe of his impiety, when in this f/f 
verſe he ſaid, have mercy onme, O God, tor there 
he owns his Frailties as a Creature in reſpect 
of his Creatour , and beggs his Gracious 
pardon: In the next verſe he confeſſes his 
iniquity, whoſe full diſcuſſion as to inju- 
ſtice towards his Neighbour I reſerve for 
another place: Inthis thirdwerſe he ſurveys 
his own perſon, beholds the Havocks, 
and corruption made there. by fin ; and 
now.would:feign apply a Salutary Medi- 
cament, to. which: end he inſerts this 
clauſs in his Petition: Apeccatomeo mundame, 
cleanſe me ifrommy fin; that 1s, from the filth, 
ahd ordure which accompariyrtims of they 
flesh. .Among(tallthe irregular.motions 
whereof Man 1s eapable, ' there 1s::none 
which leads. unto-Labyrinths ſo:inextri- 
cable, into precipices ſo dilſaftrous, as this 
bi unhappy 


($3) 

unhappy {in of:carnality : In thefirſt place 
jir-drawes a:Cloud. over the .wnderſtantling;, 
4nd: fo; deprefles the faculties of: res 
as:S5he-becomes in amanner.reneftrial; chat 
is. unable-ro.clevate her (elf beyond the 
 objeasof {enſe;.. for the operarions5ofithe 
Squl-aremore perfe&,; as they Femores. 
abſtracted from materiality : >Now this fin 
wholly drowns, and takesus upiin the purs 
{uit of ſenfible things, and conſequently: 
muſt needs debilirate;; and weaken the 
Mind in' her-natural fun&ions::: In 7 other 
paſſions, as Anger, Fear, .Joy, andthe like: 
there are ſtill -exrant! tome Seeds of 7reaſar;: 
this deſtroyes:albrthat:is Man in us; 'and' 
makes Manbyathoufahd'homages, ant 
vencrations ſubje&i ta: that! Sex, which 
God and Nature haveddeſigned: Mans'in< 
feriour; as if it aimed-not only at Mans 
deſtruction, -but to reſolve the: Forld into 
another Chaos : For what Shafts of Gods 
vengeance have fallen heavy upon Man- 
kind, 'that were not directed:to the cha- 
ſtiſement of this ſin: It wasaniinordinare- 
appetite to; mix with the Daughrers| of 
Gentiles that firſt gave birth to Monſters, 
and-Gyants; and fromtheiraccurſed off= 
ſpring the Earth became ſuch'afink of abo= 

| O mina- 


(5+) 
minations, '23no leſs than an univerſal inty- 
dation was able to wash away theftanchiand 
infe#jon of their impicties. It was this fout 
pleaſure which miniſtred Fuel tothe con- 
fuming flames of Sodom, and Gomorrah, this 
blindpaſtonled /ſfrae/enfnared by AJadian 
Women th Idolatry, a foundation to all 
the Qalamitics and derelictions by God 
which befel that choſen Nation: At one 
time twenty. four thouſand Hebrews were 
punished with Death for Adultery, and 
what a ſlaughter of fixty thouſand perſons 
didour ſad Penirent behold, and this in 
revenge of his own libidinous Acts, as if 
the ſtains they had left behind, could not 
hedrawn outby a Scaof blovd. 

"When bis ahmed thoughts had layed 
before hin all theſe diſmal pafſages, he 
tremblss, expettingevery moment to be shi- 
vered ard difperted into Ashes by the de- 
crees of a juitravenger; he approves the 


. 


fancyof thofe who compole Yenus of the 
Ezoth of the Sca, brackish, perfidions, 
and the Seat of hazzards, and diſquiets; 
the pezjurehehath had, 4ppears to himnow 
butlikea Fra, or bubble, which if not born 
away (ascaſily it is )by every blaſt, will 
certainly af ir{clf foon diffolve, and work 
its 


(55) 
itsownruine; and howeverthe ſubſtance 
beflecting, itleavesnocwithftanding a #e- 
membrance behind, 10 bitrer and diſtaſtful, 
and fo hardly clawed off, as one would 
think that alone-were a ſufficient \puniſhnemns 

for a treſpaſs of {o little fatisfa&tion j and 
for the ſtorms, and waſtes 'ft-often makes 
inKingdoms, and private Families, ſcarce 
any age hath nor furnished many fad ex- 
amples: Iam ſure our HolyPemnitent telt the 
ſmarr of this bitter Truth in che defolati- 
on of his houſe, in the dishonor and death 
of his ( hildren, in the rebellion of his Subjefs, 
and aboyecall in the forfeitare of thofe/args 
promiſes made by Heaven to himand his po- 
ſterity, all whickfoundnortheir Tomb biit 
inthe corruption qf this unhappy fn. Sothat 
1n this requeſt to beccleanſed froth his ſin, 

he firſt declares the fonlneſs of it, evident. 

in the horrid Diſeaſe Nature gives to 

thoſe who vſcirtincxceſs; next, ho hints _ 
the reliques, anqdreggs it leayes behind, | 
that if God's grace, joyned with a great” 
reſolution happen to diſlodge this petu- 
lenr Gueſt, yer (till fome footſteps or im- 
preſlions remain, apt forecnter, and claitr 

an intereſt: Wherefore he could promiſe 
to himfelf no ſeamity, unleſs an inunda- 


tion 
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tion of mercyfall upon him topurify,cand 
carry away all-the.remainder of bad incli+ 
nations grown intoababit, and becomeas 
it were a:{ecand Nature in him: Cleanſe 
me from my ſin,” and as it was not a flight ftain_ 
he had contracted, but;all circumſtances 
weighed the moſt indelible that ſprings 
from inordinate acts ini carnal pleaſures: 
For' Lawes Divine, Natural, and Hu» 
mane ſcem tobe violated in Adultery : Di- 
vine,. 1nthat:two perſons by marriage are 
made one flesh,' and both paſs into the- 
incommunicable Nature of individuality; 
becoming theefſenrtial part of each other 
whence violation: cannot happen to one 


without deſtroying; the life - of the o+ 
ther;; and breaking thag bond which God 
hath knit together. "ANatural Law is likes 
wiſe by an adulterous act a be=- 
cauſe Marriage conliſts not in the ſoles 
poſſcſlion of the Body, butalſfo, nay prin- 
cipally in the —_ a reaſonable 


Soul: Forthe bonds of Marriage are not 
wrought by copulation, but mutual con- 
{ent, and under a ſacred Vow never to be 
retracted; who then infringes theſe en+ 
gagements mult needs contrafta note of 
infidelity, and conſequently ſtrike at the 

- main 
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main Hinge of humane Society to! pre»- 
ſerve which Nature chiefly®tends:-irrall 
her principles, and eſſential motions: - 
Laſtly, a breachis made in hymane Law*by 
Adultery, in that Marriage 1s nota private 
but domeſtick good, which concerns not 
one, but infinite Families, ſtrengthened 
by the Laws of the Church, and publick 
Faith of Nations: From hence I\ature_z 
finds thoſe who carctully'cultivare -her 
plants, hence —_— en- 
riched with 'Cirfzens, the Church with 
Children. By this we may ſee the malice 
of Adultery, that deawes along with it” 
the violation of ſo many Laws. Chriſt 
enjoyns us alove of our Enemies; and that the | 
Sun ſhould not ſet in our anger . Yetin the treach« 
ery of Marriage- Bed permits a ſeparation 
 berween Manand Wife, how-ſtrictly ſo- 
ever united by indiſſolubletyes, as if ſuch 
crimes ſurpaſſed the limits of pardon; as 
if an evil ſo deſtructive, that remedies 
could find no place, and that this indivi- 
duallife once diſſolved, could no more be 
recalled thah habit from privation. 
{ ManyTyrants have ſubdued to therage 
of their cruelties the wealth, liberty, and 
lives of their Subjects #wvho looking upon 
this 
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this power as given from Heaven ;over 
them, 'patiently ſuſtained all thoſe depre- 
dations; burtif once they touched upon 
their wives, and would involve them in 
the Maſs of theirimpurities, this rowſed 
up their fallen ſpirits, caſt them into rebellion, © 
nay pushed them ro that extremity as never 
to defiſt untill they had deprived thoſe of 
life, who had raviſhed from them what was 
more dear than life; untill they had redu- 
ced unto ashes the way of their infa- 
my, - and taught them for the example of 
poſterity this violence of all others will 
ngtba lefrunrevenged in this World. 
—_  Fhere hath ſcarce been any Nation-- 
though Pagan ar Infidel which hath not pu- 
nished eFduktery with Death or exquiſite 
Forments ; Some by fire, others by wild 
Horſes; ſowe by the Halter, others in pul- 
lingaut their Eyes, cutting off their No- 
{es;. fſowe by ſtones as in eMoeſes Law : 
Whence 'tis clear that even the light of 
Nature taught, there ought for the good 
of humane Society thata ſtop be made ro 
this diſorder, 

'Our Pemitent having in his thoughts lay'd 
open all thoſe Enormitics of an Adulre- 


rous Act, is furpriſed to ſee himſelf gat 
| geo 
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ped in ſo many abominatidns;: to havey. 
heaped up to himſelf ſo: much ignomi- 
ny and infeCtion, ,as the rproachot them 
would laſtas long as time.  How(ſparing- 
ly. do good: Men treat of carnal ſubjeds; 
either in Writing or in the Pulpit, left the 
very articulate ſound or Characters jnthis 
matter might offend-chaſt Ears, or caufe 
worle effects in Hearts already tainted: If 
then this poyſon carry with it ſo much of ma- 
lignity in the very name or lighteſt thought, 
what corruption, and noyſomneſs muſt 
the fin it ſelf produce. Oh! how ſtrong did 
this (cent breathe intheNoſtrils of our Pe- 
nitent when once his underſtanding was 
awake, and beheld with an Eye free from 
paſlion his Body diffolved into ſo many 
contaminations; no wonder than it heſo 
oft repeat in (hs Pfaln the cleanſing from hu fin : 
Every glimps of his paſt foul delights caſts 
him into a blush,. beholding no other con- 
ſequence of them than shame, confufion, 
and the threats of eternal deſtruction ,, 
notwithſtanding all this he ſues for a Ve- 
ſture of wmnoence, and he does it to him * 
who with a. fat or blaſt from his Mouth 
drew out ofa dark Chaos that glorious Bo- 
dy of the Sun which fo revives us : bo 

111 
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himwho hath promiſed to let fall all che 
. darts of his anger upon the true repen-' 
tance of afinner; on this bajis he fixes his 
Petition, and doubts not bur at laſt to find 
a happy iſſue, ro be drawn out of the mire 
of: his ſenſualities, and his leprous condition 
changed intothe conliſtence of reſtored grace; 
after this he ſighs and groans, nor is ca- 
pable of any conſolation untill that happy 
moment arrive which shall puta period to 
this longing demand; *'E: a peccato meo munda 
me, Cleanſe me from my ſin. 


The Application. 
We muſt conſiderthat Gods purity it ſelf, 


who hath nothing more in abomination 
than an impure Soul : That Heaven in- 
habited by Angels is a place of honour , 
where nothing defiled can have acceſs: 
Wherefore we ought to apprehend any 
ſtain of Iubricity; becauſe moſt obſtru- 
Rive to our final Beatitude. Firſt, in that it 
is according to St. Thomas, peccatum maxime 
inbzrentiz, a S$1n that clings like Bird-lime 
ro our Souls, and of all others moſt hard 
to be clawed oft; it reſembles a Phenix, 
who renews her ſelf with the freenkindled 


by 
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by the motion of her own Wings; foapet- 
{on inured to that Vice, EVEN when he would 


oivc itover,and bury it withall occaſion . 


of incentives, dothoften find the (oals to 
be blown afresh by the wings'of 4boughts, ſo 
that whilſt we live, *we ought never*to be 


ſecure; lince'tis a combat of all others the 


moſt hazzardous, and where the vitory 
is moſt rare next, it is {im of impudencyy and 


when a Soul is devoid offhame, what hopes 


can there be to reclaim her, St. Hierom ad= 


viſcsto a private admonitionofour fieigh- 


bour, and gives this reaſon, leſt he break 
the curb of ſhame, and dwelljn bis lift for 
ever. By baptiſm'we'are made members 
of Feſus Chriſt; and the chiefeft homage wer 


can pay to himas our Head, is to preferve 


it «nſpotted from any ſmut of impurity: A 
virginal integrity 15 fo acceptable unto God, 
that the Angels ( were they permirted ) 
would tranſlate them Body and Soul into 
Heaven, that Death might nor prey on a 
treaſure that deſerves to be immortal, where- 
fore letusneverceaſetocry with our holy 
Penitent ; 4 peccato meo munda me, cleanſe me 


| frommy fin. Amen, 


—_ 
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BE VIL 


| Quontam iniquitatem meam ego wgnoſeo, 
"Becauſe 1 know my iniquity. 


Frer all theſe ſupplications our Pettio- 
a zer now comes to giveareaſon, why 
{o confidently he requires aneA7 of Grace. 
_ Ar thefirſt yiew, it ſeemsa ſtrange one, and 
to imply his-greater guilt : Iris this, be- 
cauſe be knowes bis iniquity. Ignorance (where 
the faQtis palpable) makes a great plea in 
offetdours-; Qur criminal on the contrary 
acknowledges his; treſpaſs , declares he 
knowes what hey has done, and from 
thence claims and pretends a rational!:- 
ty. his petition ; had he in licu of this, 
inſerted 2 Repentance of his miſdceds, 
adeteſtation of hispalt failings, this might 
haye carried fome weight, in order toa re- 
miſhon. 4 NT 
- Burwemult reflec, injuries done to God 
and Man arethings very diſparate, and qunte 
of another nature : For I may conſider 
many diſobligations I have thrown upon 
my Neighbour, and yet not retract in my 
3aBab WI1 
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will choſe 1} Offices;: becauſe Imay have 
reccived the like from him, 'and many 
humane Lawes have allowed this retatia- 
tion; ſo that to retain a'mermory of the 
harms } haye done to: Man, 'tnay fignifie 
nothing of. vertue, or pious amendment. 
But when [look upon any miſcarriage tn. 
my Duty towards God, thrs glance mult 
nceds reproach me of iagratitwde'; there can 
be 110 pretence, or-shadow of excuſe to 
juſtifte any tailing towards 'the Divine- 
Majeſty: Since we are'ovetrwhelmed/on 
all-fides with his favours, and benedidtt- 
on5;: whence the Sequel of ſuch a confide- 
r3540N incvitably will humble,” confound, 
and caſt us upon rhe forms of Repentance:" © 
> Qur Pernonertherefore knowing his ini- 
quity, virtually declares by ir, hedifowns 
whathe hath done, or rather owns 1t to be 
exorbitant, and from this confeſſion layes 
claim to his Fſtice, which upon the con- 
verſion of: a finner, engages to- abolish 
andraiſc outof his memory all paſt iniqui- 
t1Es. 214 Yeh: 

- Becauſe [ know my miquity ; This knowledge 
evidences the return of Grace tohis Soul. 
Inithe 35. Pſalm he deſcribes his own con- 
dition in the (tate of fin: AL intquitter 

$795» ſur- 
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ſurrounded me,; and Trould ſee nothing : St. Auflit © 
exclaims againft that day ,. wherein he 
committed ſin, and” queſtions whether 
hemay callitday; ' fince he was involved 
inaprofound ob{curity, and then hegoes 
on,, {aying, he willrifſe, and/diſperſe the 
miſts of his 1niquinies, [that he may ſeethe 
fountain of all goodnels. 
. Our Petitioner againin the 48.Pſalmgives 
un (when enflaved by tin) the title of 
Beaſt,, nay-wiith ſometbing of aggravation, 
alliwilating,him-to.a Fooliſh Beaſt: He re- 
membred' how eAdam after: his fall, was 
cloathed with Skmrof Beaſts ; which attire 
was bur a Symbol of his M ind beſtiatized, 
and made Savage by tranſgreſlions. FIR 
Sts: Thomas ſpeaking of thoſe Clouds: of 
darkneſs, wherein poor ſinnerslye grove- | 
- ling; -ſayes, ;it;proceeds from apropentt- | 
onbent uponevil, averſed from God and 
deprived of grace : The oppoſite beams 
then, 'which fall, our Souls with light and 
(erenity, muſt needs draw their ſources 
fromaloveof what is good, an adhzſion 
to. God, and aſweet repoſleflion of grace, 
and. in theſe fplendours our Petitioner 
finds himſelf; Firſt, rhey raiſe his Soul to 


an Objet infinitely good, and amiable, 
ov and 


IT "m 
and after vehement affections ctikindled | 
towards this Sovereign felicity, his Zyer 
are unſealed, and beholds the Ghaſtly 
shape of his (ins, which caſt him into ex< 
clamations againſt his own unworthinels, 
-upon reiterated addreſſes for mercy and 
ardon, and at laſt admitted inro favour, 
bo learns by that ineſtimable gift (under 
whoſe Dominion he now lives ) what 1t is 
to offend God, how monſtrous a thing 
ſin is, and therefore will nor conceal his 
new acquired notions, but proclaim. Quo- 
niam Cc, becauſe 1 know myiniquity. . 
It was not an abſtraft krowledpe of his ini- 
quity he alledges, for this may conſiſt with 
the moſt innocent and ſpotleſs Soul, and 
was found in «Adambetore his fall:. But'tis 
what he had learnt”by dear experience ; 
he had taſted that Tree which imports 
knowledoe of good and evil, bur alas, far different 
from thoſe pure /dzaz, which reſide in Souls 
that werenever involved inthe shades of 
{in; for ſfuch{urvey withan' intelleQtas it 
were Angelical, the commands of God 
and/in obedienceto his Law make uſe of 
their knowledge, | but to avoid the pre- 
varication : But our Pettioner looks upon 
the deformity of in inall its eircumſtan- 
OG R CES 
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ces of the Abyſs of ruine itdrawes upon 
us, and having with the Cananean crycd for. 
mercy, then. he confeſſes his nakednefs, 
then he/layes open his failings, andblush< 
es. not at the knowledge of his iniquity, 
becauſe they are now washed:ina Chviſtal 
ſtream, and their paſt horrours ſerve bur 
to'raile in hima derefiation of them,andro 
invitehimart theſame time to admire the_ 

Wiſdom of. God, that thus by his pentten- 
tial acts will manifeſt his Zuſlice; and laſtly 
to praiſe his mercy that hath given him a 
porfect knowledge of his:in1quity;,: asa certain 
Land-mark to preferve him-from future 
Shipwrack: :vecauſe. þ know my iniquity. - 

.:þ remember the'Prodroal Son, when lan- 
ouishing in miſery ,.and perishing for. 
hunger, - pucched onty upon this remedy, 
thatche : would tell His:Father he had ſin- 
edgainſt Heaven and him ;\'In'l1ke manner our 
Petitioner Jayes aſide. the rhought of ;:any 
gacdihe may have done, offers tothe view 
of his-eternal Fatherall the wounds of :his 
cauiterized Saul,-and that he might engage 
himfel6 toacampleat-diſcovery,: canfets 
{es he; is nobignorant,| but knowes all the 
Windings;: and:extfavagant'/progretions 
of: bis: 4niquity; ;: how :hey had:led o__ 
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from Adultery to Homicide, thence to Pride, 
Vanity, and Solereliance on his own greatneſs 
and power, and when he had ſummed up 
all bts ingraticudes, he gives this account, 
Domine opus twum vivica illud, Lord I know my 
Sin, 'So likewiſe I know the temper of 
the delinquent, how he 1s compoſed of 
frailties, unable of himſelf to ſer his hand 
to any good vvork, to any ſupernatural 
motion : Wherefore he hopes this confi- 
deratzon may ſomething take off, and 
render his deviations leſs irregular. 

Yet on the other ſide he will not flatter 
himſelf into x blameleſs condition, he- 
knows a fupport of Grace ever attended 
him amidſt his predominantpaſſions, and 
{marcett tryals, -by whofe means he might 
have bcen victorious :7 This brings him— 
on his:Knees, and drawes from him an 
humble confeſſion. Becauſe 1 know my ini 

utty.- * 4s = IO 
: It was this knowledgefixioghin onthe 
baſes of humthity whict prepared him for 
thoſeſublime, and ſupernatural commu- 
nications he atervicds reccived from his 
deprEreatour: Wharare. his Pſalms but a 
Series. of raptures,.: and ccwlcſtial ravishments, 
a Tabernacle: of ſacred 'mytterics vvith 
150 vyhich 
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vyhich his underſtanding was fed ; that 
vve may fee to vvhat pitch Man is capable 
of ariſing from this knowledge of: our | 
Sins. How confidently did St. Peter per- 
{iſt in his denial of Chriſt, and cryed as 
naturally, know notthee an ; as if he had 
been nurſed upin infidelity:It was onlythe 
reflection upon his perfidious Crime, and 
a clear view of it, that brought him to 
himſelf, and ſprung in him ſuch flouds of 
tears. What calt St. eMarye Magdalen in- 
to ſuch rigours yvhich ſeem incomparable 
vvith humane -Nature but a ſenſe, and 
knowledge of her tranſgreſſions. What 
opened Heavens-Gate to the expiring 
Thief but this: os quidem digna fatty reca- 
pimus; We truly recetve a puniſhment which our 
' crimes deſerve. In a word, you shall find 
no remarkable change in the life of any 
perſon from. Vice to Vertue, which took 
not its firſt rice from a ſerious conſiderati- 
on of their former ingratitude; and this 
is confirmed in the example of our Holy 
Petitioner; wvho firſt cryes out he hath /nned, 
and preſently hears + ge who pro- 
claims apardon, after which aſſurance, he 
{its not ſtill, nor returns to his Vomit, 


but will for the future offer 'up as many 
7 holo- 
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h6ldcaufts, .as before he hath had unJaw: 
fulidelights,* he will corivertthe number 
ofhis1ins mtoa greater number of vertues; 
andeyhatfoeverinihim harth' contributed 
ro-the contempt. of God his Creatour, shall 
be employed in his ſervice by penitential afts, 
that'as now heſadly acknowledges his errours, 
he may one-day be tranſported in the' praife 
of the Divine goodnagy, divulge his faris- 
factions, rhe firſt ſtep to whicly aſcent he 
will ever owe tothislefſon: PBeranſe [ know 
my imquity. 


The Application: 
St. eAulin preſcribing a retnedy to ſin- 


ers, gives them this short Recipe, tu inde non 
avertas, withdraw not thy fight from thy fius : For 
if thou fix thy Eyes upon them, God will 
tutn his away ; but in caſe you throw them 
behind your back, then hewill takea full 
view of them, and punish them ſeverely 
in thec; the Sun ſetting upon a dark Cloud 
makes it become bright and radiant; ſo 
Almighty God layittg open unto our holy 
penitent , the foulneſs of his iniquiry, hes 
cooperates with his merciful rayes; ſur- 
veys them, and bya true ſenſe of his in- 

S gre 
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| (7O ) 
oratitude, : attradts the ſplendour of his 
pardon upon him. . Letus'then in imita- 
tion of our Holy Penitent not become a 
firanger to our own miſdceds, that ſo:our 
oreat Judge may examine no other: wit-= 
neſſes; an. humble confeſſion will prove 
our beſt plea, which we cannot exattly do, 
unleſs we kww them, nor kwwthem in all 
their colours of dggormity without a bigh 
deteſiation of. them;; ſo that if we makea 
careful inquiſition after our guiltineſs in. 
this life, we may hope to be warranted 
froma ſeyere {entence inthe next: Learn 
therefore to alledgethis powerful Topick 
here : Quoniam iniquitatem meam ego cognoſco, be- 
cauſe 1 know my iniquity, ;” 
| © | Amen. 
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Fer this declaration of our Petitioner 

\ how knowing, he is in his. own mif- 
fortuncs, nexthe  Anach openihis condiri- 
on, hoping it. may: draw forme beams'of 
mercy and pitty upon him, at leaſt ſervev 
to warn others by his -harms. .. '{M45 fn 
(ſayes he ) abwayes before me, fomerimes as 
an AFccyſer, depoſing with much vehemen+ 
cy every crime he hath committed, and 
omitting nocircumſtancethat may render 
it more odious; ſometimes as a Fube de- 
livering exactly every ſtatutc he hath pre- 
varicated, either of Heaven, Nature; or 
Reaſon, shewing the punishment ordain- 
cd for his mifdeeds; Andlaſtly, pronoun- 
cing a Sentence againſt which he hath no 
plea, nor evaſion: Whence Sr. ( hryſoſtom 
laycs, what pleaſure alas can there be in 
{in, when the neceflary conſequences of 
it are, accuſation, reproach, ſcandals and 


condemnations; all other aflitions have 
| a 


(72) 
- a remedy, this allowes notrucenor reſpit 
1n other tribulations ( whilſt our conſci- 
enceis unſtiined ) we have'aSantuary within 
#9, whether we may retreat, and find God, 
and in himiall confolation;burthis once 
forfeited by.fin; »what can we do2Mf in, 
the Country, or City, abroad, orat home 
ſtyl this Femorſe arvends us; and having 
fledfrom all:the World, wefind our Enemy 
and*#xecutiener an eur awn. ſever,” which we 
alwayes. dragg afrct» us, whereſoever . we 
eg: rol 3s mil more; 7531TG I? 
- What dreads and: horrors befieged the > 
Heacrtiof (atn,"» every. Shadow he! beheld 
{cemed'to threaten Death and'deftruttion 
tohim; forhathis thoughts were alwayes 
lodged ina:Sepulchre ; the memory of his 
crimes ſtil riſing up as wimneſs againſt him, 
with how juſt reaſon then did St. Xuſtin cry: 
Lord-thou haſt commanded, and it is fwfilled, that a 
vicious Soul proves to her ſelf her own tormentour. 
'Plato-\ayes, God hath given to the fa- 
culries of the Soul a certain Harmony , 
which infinitely delights, and recreates 
thatſpiritualſubſtance, now when by»in- 
ordinate actions 'she diſſolves this unity , 
there muſt needs ſpring from this diſſoluti- 


onagreatgrieforanguish,thoughthe cauſe 
be 


(73) 
be not known, as when any-vital pait 18 
offended, a ſmart pain 1s diſperſed through 
the whole Body, albeit we know not” 
from whence it proceeds. If then this 
oreat Philoſopher gives affliction as a natural 


effet of 11n, what muſt he endure who hath 


the addition of a ſupernatural precept, when” 
he looks upon it infringed, and made the 
Subject of his contempt; when he weighs 
the /ofs he hath made of Grace, the eAbyſs 
of miſery, wherein he is plunged; cer- 
tainly this muſt create within us a torment 
far beyond any impreſion of cruelty, or 
malice fromabroad. ID 

This 1s the ſtate of our Penicent; let 
him go where he will, he finds a Tribunal” 
crected within him,. where his Caſe is 
{canned to thefull, and all his Exorbitan= 
ces laid home to him ; whil'ſt he in.the_- 
mean like poor Fob notable to return one 
word for a thouſand , looks about, at 
leſt ro fee ftome Counce], butalas, every 
one withdraws, nay his own Confcience 
riſes up againit him. 

Paſcha/us upon that place of St. eAfathew, 
where two-poſleſſed-perſons illuing forth 
from Monuments encountred, our bleſſed 


Saviour wonders why the Devils should ra- 
oH * ther 
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ther inhabic corruptcd Vaults, than plea« 
{ant Fields, Gardens, 'or ſtately Manſi- 
ons, and art laſt ſatisfies bimſelf with this 
reaſon, that it 1s a juſt return for thoſe; 
who would notrelish Heavenly delights, 
they should be fed with Carkaſſes, nou- 
rished with Ordure and Purrefattion, to 
the End their punichment may be ſuir- 
able to their offence ; this ſtroke of Ju- 
ſtice our Penitent acknowledges his ſen- 
{es take innothing, but the ſpecies of foul 
and cruel acts committed by him, andeve- 
ry glance adds a new fuel to. his conſuming 
flames; the «emory of them 15:10 Ghaſtly, 
that were it to be his ſole penalty.he should 
think the reiteration of his crimes purcha- 
ſed attoo deara rate : My fm is alwayes befote 
me. | 
We need ſeck no other, Topicks to 
prove the terrour which remorſe brings ro 
a Conſcience, then our Penitent's own- 
words in the 54. Pſalm, where he layes, 
Diſcedunt in Infernum vivenes, they: deſcend alive 
into Hell. He thought no alluſion, bur to 
the ſtate of the damned' could reach-this 
misfortune, ſo that: whoſoever is upon 
the rack of a tortured: Conſcience! ſeems 
to anticipate his ſad doom, and to tind - 

Hel 


"Tony" © OT 
Hell even upon Earth, and no wondet 
when eMerorius T riſmepiſtus aflerts, thats 
the Body by habitual ſin becomes brutish, 


and che Mind turns to be a Devil, which 


chaſtiſes and afflits' the offendour with 
the ſtripes of his own lin. 

Our ſad Penitent little foreſaw this Ene- 
my within him at the beginning; his 
whole Solicirude was only ro dazle the 
Eyes of the World, by that means to ſtifle 
the dichonour mightarile from his critnes, 
He ſends for Urabto Court, there careſles 


him, andall his Stratagems failing at laſt 


commands him to be expoled to certain” 
ruinc, and the drift of all this was to-con- 
ccal his (in, believing could that be ctfe- 
Eted he should do well enough for the reſt; 
but what was the event, hear the tydings 
"— brings him, thou haſt done this 
oftence covertly, andinſecret; but God 
will publish it at noon<day, and make 
known thy ingratitude. Behold all his 
policy blown upin an inſtant, and belides 
e hath this flow Executionet of his own 
Conſcience, which like a shadow infe- 
parably atrends' him, ' and makes him, 
oroan forth ; eA{y/inis alwayes before me. 
Epicure was of Opinion, exorbitantacti- 
| ons 


(76) 
ons ought to be declined upon the ſole, 
motiveof fear whichalwayes invades the 
Minds of Criminals. this shews that na- 
ture is diſordered by Evil ( for this Philoſo- 
pher had no other ray than that of reaſon) 
and the diſturbance wefind to ſpring from 
tranſgreflions, 1s but an effect of nature 
in order to its own preſcrvation : For 
who would conceive (did not ſad expe- 
rience render it manifeſt) that Man could 
ſupport the conſtant reproachesand sharp 
ſentences of his condemning Conſcience, 
for the enjoyment of {ome {light pleaſure 
of Carnality, Revenge, and the like : 
Which as a flash/ot:lightning inſtead of 
glory and delight, leaves us to moulder 
away in the ashes of disghonour, and to 
be ſurrounded with torments, even be- 
fore we had ata full pauſe taſted the cauſe 
and {ubject of our chaſtiſements. 

Hence methinks Plato happily com- 
paresa perſon enſlaved to his ſenſualitics 
unto one who hatches, and nurſes up a 
(hymera conſiſting of many: exact linea- 
ments, and after athouſand complacent” 
thoughts of this phantaſtick beauty,: it is 
toundat laſt robea meer effect of the 1ma- 
gination. Our ſad Penitent looking back 
into 


(77) 
into his life, acknowledges the truth of 
this alluſion, heawakes as from a dream, 
all his paſt delights appear ro him under 
no other form; only he finds the ſmart of 
his punishment to be real, and confeſſes 
his unpitrying Conſcience like another 
( aligula deſtroyes him, not at once by a 
ſtroak of fury, but wracks hum by degrees, 
that he might (as that I'yrant” was wont to 
ſay ) feel he was dying , and this in the moſt 
horrid manner toperish as 1t were by his 
own hands: Other indiſpoſitions admit 
ſome intervalls, this allowes no reſpit, the 
very ſlcep of guilty perſons is filled with 
ſpectres, and frighttul /deas ; witneſs that 
reproach of Mankind Nero, who conſeſ- 
ſed even when he flept the Ghoſtof his Ao 
ther" failed not to torment him. Witneſs likewiſe , 
our Penitent, who cryes out my /in is alwayes Q 
before m., Ah{.let us then make his mis- 
fortune our inſ{truction, to live well is the 
ſecureſt Bulwark againſt frights and ter- 
rours; a ſpotleſs Mind joy alwayes at- 
tends, - a5 Sorrow: and Anguish are they 
Mates/'of guiltinefs::: And though theſe 
at. preſcnt are: the Companions of our Pe- 
nitent, he hath yer this conſolation, that 
the diſmalshape of his in carryes himon- 
W to 


(78) 
tocepentance, notto obdurateneſs, \ nor | 
deſpair, and his hope 1s, that afrer they 
have agirated and raiſed the ſtorms of ſad 
remembrances within” him, a gracious 
calm of pardon will follow, as well to 
ſettle peace and ſecurity in his Soul, as 
to banish for ever from his ſ1ght the hi- 
deous ſpeRacle of his fins; which is now 
the ſad ſubject of his complaint, and bit- 
rer remorſe ; my ji is alwayes before me. 


The Application. 


St. eAuſlinſets down the method his dear 
Creatour held to-reduce him to his duty : 
Retorquebat me ad meipſum ut viderem _ ulceroſus 
efſem , He threw me'upon my ſelf, that 1 might in 
my ſelf, as in a Glaſs behold how Twas ulcerated and 
full of Sores: For. this ſpectacle gave- 
him at once a full view, both of his own 
miſery and God's mercy, and both ſtrike a 
terrour into him; in the one, he reads the» 
characters of his banisment, and forfeiture 
of his heavenly right, fince nothing defiled 
can enter heaven, - in the other, a Shole of 
God's mercies appear before him, which 
meeting with his ingratitude make a ſtrange 
Cotnbar wirhinhim, and ſtrike aterrour not 
to 


* "EPO 
robe expreſſed, expectingevery moment 
a juſt vengeance to fall upon his guilty head; 
this is the efet of ſin, theſc are the lmps of 
that hideous Monſter which ſurround a ' 
poot finner, and keep him (till awake with 
continual Alarms. Whence, I wonder 
notif $olomonproclaims non eft pax impiis, that 
there is no peace for the wicked, becauſe the ugly 
face of (inis alwayes in their Eyes, all the 
rigours of Diſciplines, Hair-cloths , faſlings 
and other anſterities of atrue Chriſtian Diſ- 
{ciple, are bur toyes if compared to the tor- 
tures of a wounded conſcience; but to one 
grimace, or wory look of fin, the hiſſings 
of a Snake, ſtinging ofan Adder, and croak- 
ing of a Toad, offend not the ſenſes likes 
to the dire aſpect and frightful voice of 
{in :+ Ir was fin made Hell, Devils, and 
all that is terrible in nature ; whereforclert 
us beg tobe freed from this dreadful Ob- 
| ject, andthatwe may never make it the- 
ſubject of our misfortune, as to have the 
reproach of mortal ſins before us. 

Fi eAmen; 


Caae. 


(80) 


CH. F. I X: 


Tibi folipeccavi & malum coramte fect, 
[ have finned only avainſs thee, and done evil. 


TI would amaze one at the firſt glance- 
toſce this clauſe of the petition inſerted, 
that he who had highly injured Uriah, ſcan- 
- dalized, and drawn by his {in the heavy 
hand of God upon his people, shoulddit- 
claim of wrong done to his neighbour, 
and aſſert with confidence that he had of- 
fended againſt'Godalone. Nathan's Covert 
inſlnuation! of the poor Man's whole and 
little: ſtock wreſted from him by a merci- 
leſs depredation, ſpeaks the prevartcati- 
onofa preceptin theſecond Table, which 
concerns our neighbour; the curſes of 
Semei {tiling -bim a Man of blood import” 
a charge: of injuries:done to Man: again, 
he knew the-petittbned is a.ſeariher of hearts , 
ro.mhom nothing canlye hid, ſo as to ex- 
renuate his tranſgreſſions in the leaſt tittle 
 wereabſurd : Beſides St. Thomas,fayes God, 
* ſhowexs down hu bleflings upon Princes for the Sub- 
jetts ſake, 1o that if they abuſe theſe gutts, 
E rhey 
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they.are ungfatefuloro>God)!: the? Aijtfior 
of them, : and! injurious! tor;the» peoples 
for whoſe gaod: chey:are. roHe:managed 
and:directed-: . Allchisputtogetherfeems 
ro refletonthe tinceriry of oucPenitent's 

rocecdings,. and that he would dilguiic, 
if not wholly:ſuppreſs.a main pace of-his 
offences, yer letusexamine.Ere'we:cens 
ſure, and I believe his confeflton will nor 
be found to:'want the due circumſtances 
of) a true repentance. ' / bave /mmea (ayes 
he-) againſt God alone; ' *He confiders firſt hes 
15:2-criminal, next hebeholds no poweron 
Earth, which hath right to take cogni- 
Zance of his'treſpats;” and tor carry.on a 
complear /proceſs againſt him”: the: Holy 
Ghoft had taught him; theanpinted ot God 
are ſacred things not tobe yiolated by any 
hand, wherefore {ince no humane Law could 
reach him, for that power 1snot ſupream 
which is linked to any dependency: To 
whom can he acktowledge himſclt an of- 
fendour, but ro him who is Kmp of Kings, and 
from whom all Dominion both-in Heaveny 
and Earth isderived >. Healone is his Fudge, 
he alone can punish or ſave, and ro his 
{ole will he ſubmits himſelf, and the cor- 
 re&ion of his miſdeeds. 
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This fpecificationof his Royal dignity 
which exempts himfrom all Earthly uri 
dition, renders him not more innocent, : but” 
rather. is a'circumſtance of aggravation 
torthe perfection of theperſon offending, 
1sa/note of higher ingratitude proportio- 
nably rarhaexcellency of his nature ;\ and 
therefore Divines concludethe fin of Zu- 
cifer to be the moſt Enormous'that ever. 
was committed : Firſt becauſe: of the cx- 
cellency of his nature; next 1n that he di- 
realy {trookat the {ource of his perfecti- 
ons; for which he ought to have been- 
moregratefulthan other Creatures, hay- | 
ingtaſted-more liberally thanany other of 
hisdivine Favours.. .Laſtlytrom the cauſa- 
lity-or conſequence of his ftn,, which gave 
ariſe, :and iwas the foundarion of all the: 
evil that hath happened in the World, 
and in Heaven before 1t was created, over- 
whelming'both Angels, and Men by his 
remptations; 'aSinT obit Chap. 4. From the 
Pride of the Devil all ruine and perditton ts derived , 
and wokits beginning. 
It welook: upon the dignity of our Peni- 
tent, weshallfind none above himupon- 
Earth; ifon the favours showred upon him 


from Heaven, he appears the Object of 
ÞI God's 


”. 


flaming, 
imitation : Have we notſeena Rome war- 
lick under Romulus, religious under uma, 
continent under Eabritius, difſolute under 
Lucilius and eAnthony, Idolatrous under. 
Fultan, and drenched in Arrianiſmunder YVa- 
lens, toshew the people arealwayes mould- 
ed into the remper of their Prince; nay 
think it a crime not to follow his exam- 
le, and believe every leading action inw 
him, may authorize and make good _ 
wick- 


| (44) 
wick&dneſvfinthem.. *Ir wasfor this cauſe 
the Poers feigned their gods ro have been 
vicious , thar from thence they might- 
claim 4tirle and rightto dothe like; and 
Terentius excuſes a: young man taken'm 
adultery , :becauſe hEhad ſeen the pour- 
traiture of 'Fupiter repteſcnting ſuch.apo- 
ſture of obſcenity. 

The prophet Hſeah in his Fifth Chaprer 
threatens judgement and ruin to Kings ,, 
who have become Snare inſtead of a Sort 
aryto their ſubje&s; and Sr. Auſtinſtiles bad 
Kingsthe worſtof homicides, in deſtroy- 
ing the Souls of their Subjects. | 

Our ſad Penitent was not a ſtranger | T 
hisown condition, he knew well hisdury 
to God, and how many obligations of 
vertue were annexed to a Crown ; he 
therefore now alledges his regal power, not 
to.diminish, butrather to g1vea full view 
of his cranſerefſion; by thishe confeſſes, 
that he hath broke his Faith with multi- 
rudes of Men, deceiving the publick o- 
pinion they had ofhis vertue, upon which 
preſumption, rheir Lives, Fortunes, and 
what moſt dear to them, were shrowded 
under his guidance, and protection”: 'By 
this he declares the Throne isto edify, not 
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C87, - 
deftroy che lookers on; fora King mediates 
'wixt God and Man: Now that a Facuum 
mightnot happen, buta happy concate- 
nation preleeves, it is as neceſſary a King 

e 


fhould adhere to God, as he would have the Peopl, 


conſtantly faithful zo him; a Chriſtian Prince 
ought ro make God, not Policy the ulti- 
mate Object of his ſway; {d that he muſt 
firſt conſecrate himſelf, next his King» 
dom, to the ſervice of his Creatour : And 
if he do itnot, he ſeems to overwhelm 
and confound both divine, and humane 
Laws. By this he ackowledges his own 
miſery, as St. eAuſtin ſayes, Kings are not 
to be eſteemed happy from their conqueſts 
and ſucceſs of Arms, . but by uſing their. 
power in the advancement of God's ho- 


_ nourandſervice; if they love, - fear;-and 


reyerencc him, if they make their own 
eroaencls ſtoop and lye proſttate before his 

ivinc Majeſty ; laſtly, if they:more value 
the ſweet reign of vertue within them ; 
than all the dazling glories of: their Edrth= 
ly : ingdoms, this. only. makes them 


mappy- 162 ft JURY (WEN 
«Miſtake not then our Penitent, he boaſts 
not/in theſe words, ( 7 þave fhned aginſt thee 
alone) his exemption from. any; terreneJu» 
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($6) 
dicature ,. but rather 'would 'publish"by 
his greatneſs, the enormity of his crimes, ' 
how every glittering ff of .his Crewn , 
makes anew flaw in his unhappy treſpaſs. 
Heremembred in Leviticus it was decreed, 
the ſame proportion of Sacrifices for the” 
Prieſt, as for the Univerſal people; and 
what ſatisfactions might then juſtly be-re- 
quired of him, into whole hands areentru- 
ſted the guidance of that choſen Nation; 
and tofail inſo important an affair, muſt 
needs involycagreater blame. For where 
the Prerogativeis more fublime, there the- 
miſcarriage carryes with it more of deformi- 
ty; ias St Hirrom cryes : Let us rejoyce whilſt we 
aſcend, but likewiſe beware a fall, becakſe there is not 


fo" much contentment in the purchaſe 'of honour and 
greaneſs,) as there is. grief and confuſton to be torn 
fromabs proſſeffion of them," Beftdes ſuchshall 


noronly renderan account of their own 
defaults, butaHoberefpon(tblefor rhe de- 
viations' of 'all thoſe” to whom they owe 
the duty ofdire&tion abd good exatyple:” 

 'O'ye greatores, whoſe Birth or Fortune 
have made eminent in the World; take 


hbedyyu'b&tivt!th® SubjeR'of Fertny's 


eoniphaint 2" who having ſurveyed" the 
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(87) | es 
therice paſling to- the Heayens,,; he .there 
met with a profound darkneſs; returningback 
upon the «Mountains, 'he beheld them all 
in diſorder. If you be Sovereign Princes 
meant '/by the Heavens, examine what” 
Splendour hath ifſued from your Ations, by 
which your -Subjeas might ſteer the 
courſe of their lives, and be guided ( free 
from Shipwrack') to: the Haven of- eternal 


reſt: For if they loſe themſelves on the 


Sands of misbelief, ar dashed upon the Rok 
of Vanity, unlawful pleafures, -and the like; 
for want of your directing beams, their 
ruine will be. laid-to:,your -charge; and 
were itpermitted youto hear the ſad com- 
plaints, and-djre invecives:thoſe perish- 
cd Souls do vomit forth againſt their Lea- 
ders, Who have decerved;and'tilled them 
on-into miſery, .itwonld certainly have, 
influence upon you;:.and oblige youto a 
greater circumſpection in your wayes and 
manner of life. | 49b3G (1 pro 

If you own Nobility and Honour, which 
thee Mountains perſonate, remember youarc 
the Object of: many mferioureyes, you are 
looked upon. with "ſpl ,.and indeed. as 
| the Glſrwhich should'convey unto them 

thera? repreſentation of their Prince: -For-he 

1988 being 
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being but.one, and conſequently not {ſd 
_ comftnunicable, it is your parts who are 

diſperſed through Kingdoms, ro ſupply 
what he cannot do, to shew by your [u- 
ſtice, Piety, Devotion, Charity, and 
other Chriſtian vertues,; that the pra&tice 
of them can onely maintain your yreatneſs , 
andis the Foundation of all your hopes in 
another life, which Prinaples lively ſet. 
forthiin your afi#:s, cannot but fix your 
dependants in a ſtrange paſſion towards good- 
neſs, and ground them in a Balef, that it 
oughtto be the ultimate {cope of all, their 
endcayours,and enterprizesin this world. 

 Norare thoſe of the meaner rank ( hint- 
ed 'at by the Valleys) cxempt from all 
obligation inthis kind: There1s not a Ma- 
fler 7 a family, but is as 1t were a Sovereipn 
to thoſe who:depend on him: He nit 
co'be the firſt at every prousduty, to ſce 
his /atle flock ted with al neceſlary inſtru- 
ctions in order to what Chriſtianity obli- 
ges them toknow, and believe, -to:carry 
a watchful Eye over them, that he may/know 
their-faults to correct, their vertues tO Te 
| ward, and encourage; if they fail in this, 
they'may laywith David, [ bave ſinned againf 
 #ee-alone : Though thgre be none under 


vy ff; Of their 
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pig Erende) JO Kot ach higou 
wall ſe a re= 
[> know ledges .the, ps Fakes and mul- | 
cs *F God's favours in being 1 my, 


and conſequently the higheſt ingratitude on 
his-part towards the Authorof them.-- 
The Application. 

By this clauſe weare Furths raught that 
if atany timewe fail ifi or duty, the princ- 
pal motive of that. reſſen tment muſtbe in that 
it is diſpleaſins to od,” Whoſe onely! frownwe 

appre chend: +80 when we treſpaſs ant t 
out Neighbour,che evil isin reference to God 
who forbids it; wHONCE every 1 inbe?s may 
RNEh 1ſt thee alone: 50 Fin 

[ ns 


juſt] ſfay/ have (6 rnne 

we RE t ot EE Godor.ng A bite: 
te de to m: fort 

Wh ich albrie is ie Glts gf all 


le,” Gs, refſed in her Oe eag nece fry, 
hada perſonal recourſe toherdear Saviour, 
but when concerned in the loſs of her Bro- 
thers lifeshe contented her ſelf rodiſparch 


away a letter by a ſervant, inſinuating by 
this thediſtintionshemadeberween atbal 
and Body. I wish we mightall in this fol- 

"3 low 


chi an, 


ol 
Fee Tee firm 
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a4 i IijJCHI 7 04 {13s 
Us "Hhpgh Cpt in Sermany 1 this, La vincas cu 
fant; 


at thou maxell be ule in thy words, andovers 


: nf ws Sourmers. 
r holy penitent ;rells/1 usin chile 


t is, tron King 
"1 ang i cps = foptwill 
Gig : ied in his wi hich ae hes ic(c, 
FL tr pg rejeft atruly1 repentiqng Po and 


OeT they.were never put rhore h ON 
to the Teſt than in his Perſon, for who can 
deſpair aftcr his:admiſſion- into fayour 

who had broken all thechains, and pr9y of 
duty, wherein a Creature is linked | 
obliged by a moſtloving and liberal = 
Four... Bell &5.the pardon of his #5 
wall ſerve; as a fence againſt the 7 


(9) 
|. 1HarAdrE theimprions,owlio ara toÞilti;} 
ont Gd harge upon the; $1 tit 1 
ofancr this makes:ouc powers to adds 
* rhti tHomayeſt overtomewhnubanand judged \hies 
15/3v8et ng _ tEoWHll 
Rapid cvany' emous LOngue. 
[0 pong 2b hereficietboirthaproth LE 
WAUE by God that on of bis line (woald if{ne farth 
tHBbopaof Ifr4d1,abe Redeentr of mankind; article ft 
His! fff" mite diverrithe fretmnat. Gads 

mavy; and'fraſtrato iz fjavgy flew f 
that vHorioa&offe{pring; hantinds hip felt 
ofHis'promiſt to receive wiblriopen:atms 
the wh enormous, if repenting Soul; .nexttz1his 
7 dation”laid , fo would: anfinuate , 


)\ 


ſitee'by an aftofmetey;he wat arais blanted 
inthe Regior?of grace; ohisboper nowdres> 
that' the provifer made) By:Heaven ito. him 
and his ' poſterity _ {tand:good j- that 
their accompliſhment would be 2 canfirmativniro 
him'of a plejnary indulgence, and a pledge that” 
his'p#/hment shoald tot reach to:ſo-heavy 
- Confiſcation, ' hy order to his temporal. ſatisja+ 
101. *- - it BER "2 - $4 b 27931 
' But you muſt know when heſayes, that 
thou jmnayeſt * be "juſtified, *&&c. This particle» 
Ca) imports not the efficient cauſe of 
theprecederir verſe; to wit; #thad finned a+ 
- S207:1 gainft 
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ainfGod alone, to the;cnd Godmay bejus 
FH 3 asif rhe motive of God's Juſtifiza- 
i0fh gave riſeto:his{to';.-Nogino; -it aicans 
only this; uthatthocemwmneng of. his conditi-" 
otirepderedhimn guilty of the higheſt; ingra- 
_ ride; amd fince the leet of God's mercy 
had'born thisclear 4way, the publication of 
this po needs cxalt #he- divine 
goodneſs, and teſtify to the World there 
15-n0+ziquityfoinoriftrous, which may not 
omg beovercome by his mercy; whence 
1&isjuſtifiedizn his words, .ncyer to bea 
ftranger:ta thoſe wha return with Repentance 
ugtohim. {107 bong booms oe 
_. oHiow many timeshath God been IIT1- 

tared by Man's igratiyde; nay fo touched 
to the quick as togeelare he.repented to have 
made him ; that 15:if God. were capable of 
defect or change , :this exorbitancy in many 
might well deſerve ſuch a repentance : have 
wenot ſcena Pharaoh prodigioufly unmo» 
ved,inſenſible asa ſtatue at theſighr of mi- 
racles,' which confounded all his inchan- |} 
ters, and falſe Gods; yet had not this un- 
believius Prince hardned his own heart, God 
had + key one greater wonder to. work 
in bis behalf, that is upon his ſumiſion- 
to receive him unto mercy : whatcan be 
chought 


(92). 

' thoughtof, wore indulgent than higajz: 
rower and conduit of his.people hr9vgh the 
defytt;.,and yer eveni\wheni.he Fer 
{crilhing a Cap; and, Ree - for he Fr 
yange of their. Dutis$, they $5a0me as, 
and plunge! rhemaſclyss i in crank, 3 

ok; the, "—_— nature, Howg ver BG! 
noghere forget his prom, buratchewpray- 
erat; Moſes, reallumed them into his $9+ 
vereign ProteRion;; the fame Night- 
which was bleſt with. the DHEHgn; .of 


the ſacred Smaxis or Ewcharift, .was allo 
ſciqus. of thg. horridnJxpaSiBio rake, 
andiy£t this:\Monſtes gf: ingr 

i. to all; Divgncs might, yy — 
rred, himſelf from God's wrath by. 2 tus 
RgPpENtance. | MNRTE nd 

Thus all along We {ee God juſlifyed 

his Clemency towards {inners, ſo. t cas 
victory muſt,needs/remain. tg, him when 
qiioncd by blaſphemous Tohgues, for 
cteating thoſe who were to perigh : AN@- 
buchodanozer ſpeak$for him, a;Dhief, upon 
the Croſs, aSt. Paul, 'a eMogdaen, and a 
Million of others that have redeemed. by 
a few. hours.rcpcntance, . what had been 
comfacted.n many: years' impictics, and 
+ ani | 


{1 D 


"2. Our 


w_— 7 

Our holy MES. . 'willalſs come-jn'for 
a witneſs: Firſt hooryes what return ſhall I make 
10 ny God fot all be bath done to-m#; he praiſes, 
bleftes. his holy name, and-then layes 
ohtn His*enormous' crimes , believing ir 
j3$Þur reaſnable ro'do him all righr; thar 
Wt deatr'ts him ſomuch of-mercy; 'and 
rhotigh every 'thought of 'his ſins afflias 
him, yet he! glories'thar his Creatour's 
oodneſs will appear reſplendent through 
is deformity ; he '15 comtent to' be- 
come- nothirig that 'he might add rhe leaf 
title to God's Henour. and: greatneſs : 
He, valucs' not hi dwn confuyfron, ſo God 
may be juſtifycd**and this ſweer expe- 
rented truth trade good, that te Divine will 
74 that all ſhall be fared , and to this'end , 
proportions” ſufficient means to all; ſo 
chat none” can perisH but through their 
own ' Irpettenty and Perfeyerance in 
a eonadto T rornode 
The Church would nge ſtyle Adaw's ſin 
a happy fin, '#four Redemption and the me- 
rits'of Chriſt ſacred paſſion were not ex- 
reneddtoal; even the higheſt offendour. 
St. Paulſayes, ' as Death found its* tiitrance'by the 
default of one, ſo wink pn by one, whence 
It is clear , the remedy brought tous by 
Chriſt 


(95%) - | > 
 Chyaſt reached as far ab theDiſerſe. 1 Stu fohn 
eatKlesi him a! Sun's: which: enlightens, ques 
ry; 91, that comas. into. this World:;; there is 
none; wrapped, up in-ſo-blagk a:Clond 
oh, fins,', who.imay gat (if theyrill}aake 
ir the Rayes: of: his. Merty,3!-and! by 
their, Deliverayce : juſtify God:s: Promiſes.cto 
Man\ 53 l >D1145:102 O© | SY Suith 
1: the, prpductianiof every the: leaft 
Creatures ( laith; $t., 'Thowa)) the pow- 
cr,,; wildgms my _ of-God are 
mage, manifeſt; . hoy much mora- that. 
arg; they: exalted jjhythe; Trepfimmationi of. a 
wu from4:the [Prigation gf: Juſtice, to 
the.,Zeſeſiog\of a Supernatural. Gittof 
Rightcouſnebs ; whence. St: Pual (ayes: , 
7 d doth predeſtinate, #, arcording ta, the councel, of 
bs, will , that we. may praiſe and difſaſg abroad: bis 
glory... ” on; ): JH (OTYTL; | 

 ; Al then,.)let us;give unto God*whar 
is, duc as ncar a$.we can; by deſpair-wi & 
condemn our ſelves, in rendring' our. 
Juc 8c Inexarable and, deaf to Mercy : 
By Hope animated with Repemtance, we quit 
our {corcs of guiltineſs, and juſtify rhe 
hand that wipes them off. To our ju- 
ſlification by his grace he doth not on- 
ly-invite us to diſpoſe our ſclycs for ir, 


. promiſing 


(96) 
promiſing to'refresh ſuch as are oppreſs 
{cd; &c. 'Bur'declares, he is at'rhe'&60r 
of our hearts, knocks, folicits, and'ex- 
pects bur our:con{etit fo entef; in, atflaſt 
defies the Wortd' to/objeR thelleaſt failing 
on his fide,” havinedone to-his V ineyatd 
whatever could-berequired'to make 1t” 
thrive; To conclude, God will be flill'jufti- 
fed,. that ſiriner who doth finally perish 
ts the: Author of his ruine by his owt! im+ 
penirency; rejecting graces'abundancly 
ſufficient offered tohim: Sothat in the_ 
height of his miſery When  it-is' too Hate, 
he will be forced to'acknowledge; cry- 
ing, O Low,' thou art juſt, and thy judgements e- 
quitable; Thatfinner again who hath imyra- 
ted our Periitent, inhaving had timely tc- 
courfe tothe throne of merey,” will not” 
blush to unfold his wickedneſs, ſince he 
now/breaths anew life of grace, which 
obliges him to proclaim, Pow juſt God 
isin his promiſes, and ploriowr in lis Mer- 
cies.” 'T oh hou mayeft be juſtifged in thy words, 
and overcome when thou art judged. © 
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lnm:this chuſe, wo read the clear iview: 
authFLoly:;: Penitentt had: of 'the:tunqueſti- 
onable- proccedings'of Godiwith Man; 
fox.bcholding/in his all-diſplaying 'Eye_ 
the moratitude of Millions of: Souls: who 
would abuſe his favours, yetidid not this 
reſtrain his mmnifcence ro them;' che firſt gave 
them a Being,added to this Being the exhi- 
bition of his Graces, - allſufticient, nay 41 
a greater proportion than'to: many ofthe 
elect; and tothe acquiſition:of theſe be= 
nefits he made his only Sor. inſtrumental; ' by 
w.hoſe blood 19;conveyed tothema capacity of 
Selvation :: Now ifafte rwardsthey.cometo. 
perish, 1t is; through their owin-malicein 
miſuſing his gracious exdearments, and proving 
refraQtary to his commands, for ſince he 
had conducted them- indiſcriminarely 
with the predeſtinate by a-fupernatural 
Providence, withwhichallalong he obli= 
gedthem, what wiſdome, Pane ns or 
juſticewere it togratify Traytors (obſti- 
nate even unto death in rebellion) with 
his Glory : So that the motive of their re- 
provaticn 1s a foreſight oftheir final perſeverance 
__ in 
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in Sin; their guikineſs gives matter of God's | 
hatred, and eternal danuatten, th&effeQ of their 
impenitency. "T's true it was not in their, 
power to'be 'born;: or-not'be bor; ut 
to fight generoufly, or be vakiquishedby 
the Devil thisdependson us:2Ft ſects ww? 
reaſonablethat.a King opening a TIurhs 
ment,:and propolingarewardto the Conqiie- 
rour,: ho ebanbly tharperſon into 
thek# whom he ferefaw would be vittorious: 
So God in Creating an infinity'of perſons 
6 whereof the greater partwould becomes 
reprobate-is not tobe blamed; no more 
thanthat Prince wholtets all ren at the ring 
though it cannot be gained butby one, for 
if webe foylditis by our own Cowardizt 
and remiſſneſs. Thus the goodneſs of G8d 
appears inthe Creation of Reprobates,and 
no leſs his juſtice in pouring vengeance up- 
on them, ſo that he would be(juſtified in, 
his words, and filence any blaſph emous 
Tongue; nay, though theſcuntortunate 
wretches mls of their particular end thar 
is paradiſe to which they are created; yet, 
the general deſign of their Creation, ro 
witthe promotion of his Glory, will take 
effe&: foratter his patience hath beenftrai-' 
ned(ifitmay beſo expreſſed) in ſupporting 
| their 
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_ theitiinlolencies, hewillgiveltſtre.to his 
Sauiolory by:ithe oppdiicionigftheir ſon; 
jatbi$a or ſets off great beauty, ; Wharcs 
fore:let us:keep-confort with , Que: Holy, 
Penitent , avowing his:juſt providence,' and 
(ubmitring to all: his Decree as, molt equi> 
table and worthy our Adorations,:  j\bnen: 
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»Ecce enimin iniquitatibus concefitys: ſum, © 
11: For bebold F. am conceived [111] u1ty. ' 99 


(Jv: Penitent here appeals'to the World 

"whether he hath not reaforobeing; re- 
inveſted with the rich: ornament of Grace 
ro ſtand up,: and maintain Gods procecd- 
ings with his Creatures; to this intent” 
he knowes no better medium, than the pub= 
lication of- Man's corrupted Nature , 
brought tor that imbecility,- as of himſelf 
unable to give life, - and birth to one good 
thought behold (ſayes he ) [am concerued in 
tniquities; that from the firſt inſtant of his 


conception, he 1s {c1zed on by jy, and hang 
| tnat 
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flinin a2 firy ur yer the 
old Eaw;'\andnow by<Bawiſme, yerthere- 
AGE. nwaewak ou Sn, ontivh aiding ' 
up-with us, 'gainingftrengththroughthe 
whole courfeof :ouridoleſcencer Formany 
years of ourage are-ſpent:c're wercomk.; 
ro'diftinguizghberween:yrodandew/;cim all 
which time 'tis clear we follow without 
any ſtop, or hzfitation. the ,Difamens of 
ſcnſe; 1o that at the apening of our un- 
derſtanding we diſcover a-Law Anathema- 
thematiz;ng our form x pxacticos, the which 
by many reiterate&fand continued Acts 
are ſo'wrought.into. habit; that ro:break 
them, we' mult. C ar #9. were.), mould our. 
ſelves into another nature. This confi- 
dered, together with the dreggs, andre- 
licks of corruption which original fin leaves 
behind , I wander-not if out Pemtert de- 
plore his misfortune; iand hints in hisPe- 
tition this memorandum; that he was conceived in 
iniquities. 13 F2913279 0 y; 

This Fomes: or ſcattered ſeed of oxipinal 
fnhath a doubleeftect, onean inclinations 
_toecvil, theathera drawing back, ordeclin- 
ing from what isgood: This made St. Paul. 
confeſs, be found a Law in hs Body conradifling. 
that of his reaſon, and St.: Bemard ſayes, the fur 

| ('tis 
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 '”tis true ) may be taken away by Baptiſm, but to 
work a compleat cure, that we feel no ſpice, nor itch- 
ing of the infetion, is in a manner impoſſible ; at leaf 
it requires along courſe of remedies by a conflant exer- 
ciſe and Tryal inertuous aftions : Forit is an inordi= 
nate, and habitual concupiſcence in the ſenſutive part, 
ſo radicated, that it becomes (as it were ) a portion of 
nature: Whence Seneca affirms , vertues are 
rarely acquired without a «after, but we quickly be- 
come expert in vice without the help of any T eacher, 
which shews the pernicious conſequence 
of original fin. Np: | 

Our Penitent had found the bitterneſs 
of it by dear experience, and this push- 
cd him on to the refletion of a main cauſe 
of his miſery ; becauſc he was conceived in ini- 
quities. > p- 

Yet our Penitent repines not''at God's 
Fuſtice herein, but ſubmits -to' this ſmart 
doom, acknowledging a juſt retalzation ; that 
ſince the Soul had beetrdiſobedient to her 
Creatour, the Body -1n requital-should 
ric up in rebellion againſt her, and pu- 
nishherþy the ſame Engins she:had-made 
uſeoft in herprevarication; 'he:doth>nor 
ſcag' the motives why 'God:should punish 
lo-ſeyerely many millions, of innocent. Souls; 
torthemiſcarriage of one Man; and D_ | 
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| | (102) 
he could fatisſy himſelf, that ſince original 
Fuſtice had been purchaſed to all «Adam's 
deſcendents by his obedience, it is not” 
unreaſonable to share by his fall in the 
pain due to his tranſgreſſiion : Our Pe- 
nitent I ſay wavesallargumentation, looks 
upon the ſentence pronounced, and exc- 
cured, and being a Decree from God, it” 
muſt be juſt: His fole hope is, that this 
diſordered, and depraved conſtitution 
in humane nature, will draw a more pow- 
erfulaid, and greater compaſſion towards 
a finner when he fails, and ſtill the burden 
of his Song is, becauſe he was conceived in ini» 
quuties. aha79 hy 

St. Bernard ſeems unreſolved, and full 
of perplexity, when he conſiders Man 
inthis tottering condition, it makes him 
canfeſs, he knowes not by what ſtrange- 
bewitching means our will impared by 
{inis hampered in akind of neceſhity, and 
inſucha manner, : as neither the necef/ity be- 
cauſc voluntary, can plead excuſc for our 
conſent; nor the wil being allured, can- 
fcarce breakthrough the neceſſity; for this 
xeceſity is1n fone fort voluntary, itis a kind 
of amoraus walence working by flattery, and 
flattering by force: Whence the Will having 
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once conſented to in, can hardly diſen- 
gage herſelf, noryerfinds reaſon enough 
to exculc what she hath done. 

Upon this ſcore I wonder not to hear, 
theplaining note of Fob. Lord [ſuffer violence, 
it s onely you who impoſe theneceſiity can anſwer for me. 
Andalittle after hecryes, O thou Raler of 
men, why haſt thou ſet me againſt thee, all which 
shews the ſad State of man wrought by o- 
riginalſin, ifleftto himſelf: for be was con- 
cerved in intquities. 

Philo the Jew ſpeaking of Sin gives it a 
Term of ixfinity, that being onceſeta flame 

can never be extinguiſhed : he 'calls it an im- 
mortal evil, by no death, or deſolation to 
bedeſtroyed. The truthofthis Philoſo- 
phy who finds not in himſelf, rhat albeit” 
Baptiſm hath cleared the channel]; ſo as the 
ſtreams of grace may run, yet there arc 
certain exhalations whichiiſued from that 
corruptionalways ready to fall, and em- 
body with the currant; ſo: that if there 
be not a continual care and fifting, it” 
will be morally impoſlible to' preſerye our 
Souls pure, and unſtained. 

Seneca (ayes, there are certain vices which are 
obvious to every Eye, andio which we may be led as 
i were by the hand:, others there are that (ye Ng. 

an 
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and are hardly diſcerned, till faſined upon ut; and 
theſe are the moſt pernicious , becauſe avainſt them 
we can have nither open warr , nor a ſecure peace 
Andthistruly is the genuine, State of our 
natures from the corruption wrought in 
us by ſin, thar weare not ſaid tobe clear- 
ly fick, or well ; and this fudwancy ( if right- 
ly conſidered) muſt necds be a torment, 'be= 
cauſe though we happen not to fall, yet” 
danger {til] threatens, {o thatif we tender 
our happineſs, we muſt ſtand upon our gvard 
at all times, andplaces, becauſe neither 
Heaven, Paradiſe, Religious ( loyſter, or. remote 
Hermitage 1s a {ecure fence againſt fin; and 
2 main reaſon to usthe-Children of eAdan 
1s, - becauſe #* iniquitatibus conceptus Jum, We are 
contetbed and born in iniquities. 

Whilſt we arc inviconed and belſct with 
ſuch adverſaries. as our bad inclinations, who 
watch Cas I may ſay ) but an advantage tO 
undo us, ſurely we ought to work out 
our Salvation with fear and crembling; 
St. Beriard was not ignorant of Mans in- 
conſtancy when he gave this caution; . 0h 
(ſayes he ) did we but kaow, how fmall a portion 
of. vertue we have, and how ſoon it vaniſhes, Ypon 
how tickliſh a foundation it reſts , unleſs the orver. by 


a continued flux of Grace" ſerure-it 10. ns, we would 
not 
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not ſo eaſily imbark our ſelves into dangerous occaſions, 
for to indulge our ſenſes, andto arm our Enemies, 15 
the ſame, but a flrange policy. How many who 
have thought rthemſclves like Cedars. ele- 
vated toa high pitchof vertue, by a pre- 
ſumption of their own ſtrength through 
ignorance of humane frailty, »and a Su- 
pinc negligence, rashly engaging them- 
{elves in hazardous Tryals, have: been 
1onominioufly_ blaſted, and” reduced to 
the condition of a contemptzble ſhrub. 

Lucifer enamoured of 'his own per- 
tections, and aſpiring to a parity with 
God, became the moſt abje# of Creatures. 
St. Peter promiſing wonders of .his con 
ſtant” Fidelity, . ſufficiently reftifyed by 
his shameful denyal; what Man is in- 
his own nature- without the ſupport of 
Gracc. | 

Our Penitent comes in allo fora ſad ex- 
ample, and hopes it will ſerve ar lealt for 
a monument to Poſterity, that they may 
reflect what Man 1s from the inſtant of his 
conception, and however he may berail- 
cd and cnobled by Gqds favours, yet in 
h1s 103. P/alm, he telſ[s what he muſt truſt 
to when leftro himſelf. Auferes fpiritum eorum 
© deficient, & in pulverem ſuum revertentur , upon 
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the ſubtraQion of thy Spirit, O Lord we. 
ſink; and reſolve into the duſt from. 
whence we came, all covered, and be- 
ſmeared with the ſtains of in. 

'St. eAuſtin fayes, becauſe Man did not 
what he could and might have done, now 
he hath a deſire to:that he cannor pertorm; 
loſing by awillof malice the power of do-- 
ing good. Hence St. Paul become as it 
wcrea captive cryes, the evil / would not now 
Id, truly it isan expreſſion which might 
terrify, were it not that alittle he fontel- 
ſes, there is a power of grace which con- 
tradicts this predominancy of nature, and 
therefore in the Sixth Chapter to the Ro- 
mans, he warns us not to let fn reign in our more 
tal Bodies ; intimating hereby, the ſeeds 
of tumults and ſeditions be ſowed within 
us, yet we have allo ams, and ſireneth ſuf- 
ficient (if we adhere to God) to crush, 
and fruſtrate all their inſolencies: So true 
it 15 that Man cannot be injured but by 
himſelf, ro whom alone he owns his ruine 
if he perish. | 

Thus the life of Man is become a war- 
fare upon Earth, the Seat of many a con- 
reſt, and ſtrife; the ſenſuivepart haling him 


one way, reaſonanother, and this by a juſt 
De- 


Decree of Heaven, that ſince he would 
not have peace with God, he should havey 
varr brought to his own doors, and feel it 
within himſelf. Now to come oft clear, 
and ſafe amidit ſo many hurley burleys, 
requires no {mall dexterity and courage; 
It minds me of Avgefilaus anſwer to his friend 
who importuned him not to*'remove his 
Camp, though neceſſity urged it; be- 
cauſe he was ſick, and could not without. 
much pain endure any motion ; whereat 
Aocjilaus all perplexed what to docrys, 0 
how hard a thing 15 it to be wiſe, and yet compaſdio- 
nate. So our ſen/itrve part made treacherous 
by ſin, ſtill mgkes its moan, fawns, foli- 
cits with importunity ; andit the Will ne- 
ver ſolittle condeſcend, 'Manjs preſently 
loſt in {cnſual pleaſures. 
Our Penitent had felt the ſmart of this 
Shipwrack, how ſoon he wasoverthrown 
by alittle dalliance; and therefore expo- 
{cs ro the view of his Judge the fource- 
trom whence heſprings, and hopes ſince 
he knowes his brittle ſubſtance, it may 
picad ſome inducement unto mercy, at 
lcalt to a mitigation of hispenalty ; upon 
this ſcore he proclaims, behold / am concetuved 


it miquities, 
The 
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The eApplication. 


In imitation of our holy Penitent we. 
ought ſerioufly to reflect upon the fad 
plighr of humane nature wounded by ori- 
ginal ſm, {odeprefied and made feeble, as 
moſt Divines affirm, we cannot in any vebe- 

ment, temptation prove victorious without a 
ſpecall aſiftance from Heaven: For you 
muſt know, though the Will have an 
abſolute command over the /en/ttive part , 
yet if the object be preſent and very de- 
lighcful or afflictive, it is not in the Will's 
power to ſuppreſs the cogtentment, or 
anguish derived from thence to the imag1- 
nation : Wherefore ſpiritual Men gives 
theſe Rules, thatwe remove what we can 
the Objett beloved, or.hated from our, 
ſight, ſenſes, imagination and thoughts; 
next, that we conſider the httle of pleaſure, 
and multiplicity of defects which uſually at- 
rend the objects of a ſenſual love, all 
which shews there isno reliance upon our 
own temper, and after we have practiſed 
all evafrons todecline an engagement; the | 
ſucreſs C if put to the Teſt ) muſt be expe- | 
cted from that all powerful hand which Þ 

never 
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neyer fails ro shield the humble in the3 
moſt hazzardous and dangerous attempts. 
It is hamility then muſt crown us with Lan- 


rels-; \ * Amen. 
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| Et inpeccatts concepit me «Mater mea, « 
And my Mother hatb conceived me in Sin. © 


O-- Penitentthinks itnot enough to diſ- 
play hy own miſery; unleſs He relate alſo 
the conditionvt hiseAZotbey at'the inftant 
of his conception,'and he expreſles it ſo 
as if che yet groanced Underthe burden of 
original fin, when she conceived of him-,; 
and my Afaber( (ayes he) wonceived me im fin : 
Thar is, had the ſame ſtains which defiled 
meat the Firſt znftant of my Being. *- 

.i:As to this:you muſt know in the old 
Law was inſtituted aremedy againſt original 
fn for'Women as well as Men: For trom 
thei Creation of the World to' eAbraham's 
time( when Firſt circumciſion was com= 
manded) which was above Two thouſand 
1640 Ee years 
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years, wefind nothing.ſet down for they 
expiation of- this hereditary guift,:yert:doubc- 
leſs as that lineal comagion was never interrup. 
ted, no more was there ever wanting a 
means ordained by Heaven to diſcngage us 
from it ; ſo that it is probable after the pre- 
cept of circmciſron, the ſame remedy was 
continued on for women, and 'tis thought 
it conliſted in ſomeL- particular Sacrifice , 
though the ſpecifical nature of the Sacrifice, 
or ceremony be:not laid open tous: Hence 
it is beyond diſpute;, all:were cleanſed 
from this contamination, and therefore 


per » 


ed with roſes;;; andif-it be dearted she muſt 
breed, and deliver;him amidfbthe horrid 


throwes of herlabour; hemuſtnorthidkto 
pals.the reſt of his life withourafweaty brow, 
20d a.hcartſeaſoned with.cares: | bot 


2115 oo \ Man 


( 1:11 ) 
Man no-{ooner peeps intothe World, 
than he ſpeaks tys QWnN miſery ,\ and Pro- 
phecies by his, weeping;,notes this; future 
condition; being 2rown' up he finds him- 
ſelf engaged-in-a/ perperual,conflit,be- 
tween hope andfear : Forif,he be ſohap- 
py as to live vel, yet it muſt be in.the- 
madit of temptations, a\which oblige him ſtill 
ro have his: arms. jt; hand, -and dangers 
threatning from, al fides exclude ſecyrity , 
or ret; {o thdt-in all events, Labour and 
Apprehenſjons atcis inſeparable mates. ;;,c. 
1 St. Pauexhortingus to. wildom,; tells 
usthe: meansd\putchalſc ity; by redeeming our 
time, and gives this ztalan, becauſe the dayes 
are evil ;' He&/reflets)ſirevpaenthole deli- 
ciaus hours we might haye.ſpgnt.in Pare- 
4ſe,” and which ae agttobe regained but = 
by :aRions quite .appolite te the cauſe of _. 
our: Exile frato thenks3:: Qut&ite/t Parent var | 
lied more:the' fatisfationat his /erſual 4p- — 
petite; : OF - a» complaret 1: byuprin Avards, his | 
Wife., than he did; alli zhecpw devghts; 
wirhout ANY NURTYEC; of, gudt-or Trepen: 
tange; be mdght; have cojoyet.tor many 
years: Fohrecovgr them wi fome {on” 
thaſo years and laftingjoyes: wel-mult 
licro:deonawdce wo dgainſt;ous: jtsſer,; de> 
112113 ny1ng 
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nying them the lex} tortentment, we muſt 
drag our Boares afrerus,” as Ys On would do 
his Chain, that by. this ſubjefion we' may 
preſerve out ' obedrence untouched to-our 
Creatour; and let our Soul which natural- 
ly covers Eternity, deliciate her ſelf in-;, 
ravishments proper to her ſpiritual ſubſtance; 
by this means we may ſtrike off all the ar- 
rearsof Time, which the Apoſtle ſo ſeri- 
oufly recommends unto us. k 
Now for the reaſon why: he puts us 
upon this task of good-Husbandry to repair 
our loſes; becauſe the:dayes are evil: St.eAuſtin 
tells 'us, there are* wo |tbings'( ſayes he) 
which give binh totheſc our tmfortunate dayes 
One, the common miſery of :Mankind de- 
rived from'tAdaw's fin : For: taſt your. 
thoughts .on the Maſs-of things created, 
and you will fad nonEſo indigent, ſoun= 
ſatisfyed,'\andreducedtoſuchitraights as 
Man ; other Gtaturexare no ſooner brought 
into the Wotld, butnature gives them... 
a capacity of helping'themſebves ; .e Afar 
after” he is:born for-many years hath his 
ognderſtanding ſoryedup, rhat he reſem- 
blesa meer Bruteonly farpattedby them in 
an mdyſtry uopteſcrve nathrallife; ocher Crea- 
turesfind herethoſeobjets which quierall 


their 
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their motions; the elementary Bodies meet” 
with their Centers whichſettle them in 4 
full repoſe ; the natural appetite of Beafts en- 
counters that which ſartiates and gluts all 
their avidities; plants grow to a certain_” 
greatneſs proper to their ſpecies : earn 
only is the unſatisfyed Being upon Earth, for 
his underſtanding elevates his thoughts above 
the Heavens, and all the powers of na- 
ture; his will frames infinitely more de- 
fires than the World hath perfetions, ſo that” 
there being found no Object upon Earth 
adequately proportioned to the vaſt capa- 
eity of his Soul, it is neceſſary he till 
languish here 1n a State of diſſatisfaction. 

This cafts him upon ſo many shelvyes 
of miſery, and makes him reftleſs, hop- 
ing ſtill ro find ſomething ro allay his de- 
ſires: Sometimes he fancics'nches would 
do it, but finding them ordained tothe, 
purchaſe of other things, it cannot be a 
ſovercign good; thence he flyes to honour, 
and obſcrving that alſo ro depend upon 
thebreath and will of another; hefaſtens 
onbeauty, this liKewiſc he perceives to fade, 
and perish by athouſand accidents; this 
invites him to the acquiſition of knowledpe, 
and after many a toilſome hour he finds 
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only this proficiency, how little we are 
capableof, that the leaſt plant of the Earth 
will puzzle and confront all: his acquired 
Notions to render the'true vertues of it: 
Thus he paſſes on from the Eflay of one, 
delight to another, ſtill asunwearied, as 
unſatisfyed; and why all this? But be- 
cauſe my e Mother hath conceived me in ſm: For 
my M other conceiving meintin, recciy- 
ed by inheritance the doom of Death, and 
of miſerics conſequent to 1 mortal Life, 
and fo cannot butconvey thelikedireful 
effects ro her poſterity. 1.0291 

_  Timoan Orator of Athens was wont to 
deliyer ſopatheticallythemiferies of Man 
in this Lite, thatafter his Oration which 
he held forthin publick, it was uſual for 
many of his Audience to haſtentheir paſſage 
unto Deathby acourſe of violence, ſome 
by precipices, others:/by water, dome by poy= 
ſon, others by a ponyard, or . halter: [n fine, 
they regarded not much the means, fo it 
might but have the effec; that 1s, to rid 
them from the Calamitics to: be ſuſtain- 
cd in thislijfe, Ina word, his Eloquence_s 
wrought ſo many Tragedizs, that the Senate 
was feign to make arecluſe of him, "that 
by ſequeſtring him: from kumane TO 
they 
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they.mightprevent che deſtruttion of Mais -- 
kind. «Ties | 
_/ This perſon was an Infidel who con- 
ſidered only Man's corporal neceſſities, toge= 
ther with his failings in order to moral vertues, 
and if from this Ground he could draw 
ſuch efhicacious perſwaſions, what would. 
hehave done with the addition of our, 
Penirent's Faith, which teaches that eter- 
nal felicity, or miſery depend upon our attions 
here; that we lye under the Obligations 
of many poſitive precepts, againſt whoſe 
obſervance are laid continual Ambuſca=s 
do's, both from the malice of Hell, de- 
ccit of the World, ,and our own bad ins 
clinations, that in the mid{i of theſe im- 
minent dangers we.ſtcer our Courſe to 
an Erernity of Foes, or Pain: What E- 
nergy Iſlay, would this conſideration add 

. to the draught of our miſery, when wes 
not only ſuffer here, bur ſuffer with ſo 
much hazzard of incurring the doom of ' 
'Forments without end. | 

| Ah blame not then our Pentent, if he 
ſet, before his Eyes, and is willing .alſo 
the -petitioned should glance upon his 
colnition in this ſtate of mortality; his 


ownreflections will ſerve to keep him in 
A 
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4 wary humility checked with'the frailties_ 
and inconſtancy of his own nature; the. 
notice alſo his dear Creatour may take- 
of what mould he is made, will ſtand Che 
hopes) ingood ſtead, for he knowes him 
ſo inclinable ro pardon, that ( if it may 
be ſaid with reverence },he lyes at catch 
for an opportunity to ſave us, and if the 
leaſt hold be given, he preſently faſtens 
upon it, and haſtens away (like a Souldrer 
laden witha rich booty, of which he fears 
the repriſal ) till he brings us ro a place of 
ſecurity , where we $hall have no more 
reaſon to fear theirregular motions of cor- 
rupt nature, No MOre to vent in ſadneſs; 
And my «Mother hath concerued me in fin. 

Holy Feb that prodigy of humane- 
Conftancy amidſtche ſmarteſt Tryals was 
yet ſo ſenſible of Man's miſery in this life, 
asto fall with birterneſs upon the very day 

wherein he was brought forth, wishing 
itmightperish, andnever be reckoned a= 
mongſt daycsin the'courſe of the Zodiacks 
Nay he goes ſo: farrthathe involves in his 
eAnathema's every circumſtance which con- 
curred to his Cofiception, or Nativity. 
Expoſitors of Scripture cxcule theſe male- 


dictions in Fob, and free them from fin up= 
on 
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on this ſcore, that he weighing rhe dil- 
proportion of Man'sdefires, unto the ob- 
jects he encounters in this life , which - 
hold im 1n'a continued difquier;* how 
naturally he ſets his heart on riches, ho- 
nour, beauty and other perishable goods, 
with what difficulty they are attained, 
with more preſerved, and*with lirtle fa- 
tisfationpoſſeſſed: Amidft theſe penfive 
Meditations beholding himſelf in the*ex- 
tremity of affliction, his ſenfitive part” 
crushedevento nothing, 'brakeforth into 
this ſeeming rage, asto fly at everything 
that had a hand in leading himto fo as 
miſery : If this pattern of Vee mites 
allowed ſuch Salleys thar ſpeak fo much 
heat, without any derogation. from his 
innocence, upon the meer confideration 
of that high pitch of Uiſtreſſes wherein he 
wasplunged:” Our Penitent having been - 


: % 
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. made prey to ſin and frailty may doubr- 
leſs with all ſubmiffivenefs ('as he doth ) 
expoſe his Nakedneſs, as caft into the 
World withour arms, beſet with Enemigs. 
bent upon his deftrution- both at home . 
andabroady and in this plight all he can. 
ſay for himſelf is ; 1 &AZother hath conceived 


me in fin. | 
Gg The 
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The eApplication.  * 


. We are here to deplore with our Pe- 
nitent the ſad conſequences or penalties of 
original fin ; Firft, itis from thence that” 
Men 'become Enemies to one another ; 
without this ſin, we had known no Tyrant, 
Robbers by Sea or Land, . no corruption 1n Ot- 
ficers, no oppreſaon nor injury from any per- 
ſon : From henceitis, that the Beaſts of 
the Earth, and Fowlof the Air, as if ab- 
ſolved from their Fidelity, are inaman- 
ner no more awed by the Majeſty of Man's 
Face. The. Elements, malighant Planets, 
and other inſenſible Creatures, as if ler 
| Tooſeto our deſtruction, occaſion-an infi- 
nity of diſaſters unto us: Iris from hence 
we are ſtupid in our own concerns, that 
being in a condition even beyond imagi- 
nation dangerous, we yetſport, and yain- 
ly purſue. our pleaſures, as it all things 
were according to our wish. _ Itis from 
hence we archilled with ſelf-love, puſilla- 
riimous in ſtruggling with vice, inordi- 
nate in our purſuit of fading objects, ne+ 
ver {atisfyed with our fate; : and alwayes ' 
ſecking a change ; Our /ſences — us 

rom 
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[eps 
from the meditation of heavenly things, 
our fancy taken up withilluſtons, diſturb 
our fleep; and aftera thouſand other dif: 
commodities, and infirmitics which usher 
Death, at laſt it comes toreſolve us into 


corruption, worms, duſt,” and as-it were to no- 
thing; and allghis, becauſe myAother bath 


SO ? ef 42+ 
conceived me in fn: Ah let ustherefore ſub= 
mit our ſelves under the powerful hand 
of God, whoalone. is able to: conclude 


all our miſery in Beatitude;  . 'eAmen: 


— 
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CH ae. XII: 
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Ecce enim veritatem dilexiſti, - 
For behold thou baſs loved'Truth. 


'ONhh Penitent havihng diſſected the Ana- 
romy of Man, and left no Cranny, 
whereinto miſery might creep , undiſ- 
plaid: Now ſeems to Apologize for his. 


diſcovery, and pleads for exmſe God's love 
truth: Andin this point he believes he 
hath diſcharged his duty; nor doth it a 


little atisfic him to have done it, {ſince ir 
; is 


| (120) | | 
is the only thing heean now perform tg 
repair the failing in his duty. 

--- Firſt he hath made an ingenuous con 
feſtron, ripping up every thought that- 
could any wayes intrench upon God s ho< 
ly Law, and havingthus'empried his un+ 
happy tore; 'withour the cqpcealment of 
the leaſt corrupted grain, hear what hey 
expects in return of this his faithful Aar- 
rative, or rather what a Seque/depends upon 

* It. © Dixi confitebar injuſtitiam meam Domino, & 
tu remiſiſti impietatem peccati mei; no ſooner, 
ſaycs he, hadT pronounced that Lwould 
lay open my iniquities, but I found my 
Shackles unlooſned, and the impicty of 
my ſin wholly raſed out; whence we may 
ſce how the meer imentiou of doing well ne- 
ver falls to the ground unrewarded: Which 
imports, God preſumes we will not trifle 
with him, and therefore at the /eaft over- 

*. mreof rendring a juft account of our miſ- 
deeds, he makes us no more impious ; that 
15,” takes away all the ob/tacles ro Remiſſion, 
as impenitency., #bauration., habitual impreſions of 

_ evil; andrhelike ; So that if we keep touch 
12 our promiſe, he will be faithful in com- 
pleating his a& of grace; becauſe dilexifti 
veritatem, thou haſt loved truth. 


Hugs 


4 


34 
'.. Hugo Cardinal preſcribes 'unto i1s-verry 
underrthree con(1derations;; that 1s, a ve= 
rity of life, a verity of Dottrine, and averity 
of Fuſtice. FE 
Verity of life conſiſts in a conformity with 
thoſe Laws which God and Nature have 
ſer down for the Rule of ouractions, this 
our bleſſed Saviour ſufficiently aflerts, 
when he gives the lye to him who pretends 
to love God, and yet not obſerves his com- 
mands. 

St. Thomas ſayes, there 1s a law eternal re- 
{iding in the Divine intellect, by which 
the World is governed, and that humarie 
lawes are more or leſs juſt, as they partici- 
pate of. this eternal rule : Hence our lite if 
not {quared out by this directive original, 
mult needs wander, fall into errour, nor 
can þe catled a lite'of verity; nay I know 
not whether we may call it, a life, ſince 
Latantivus affirms, that whoſoever ſtrayes 
out of this line, flyes from. himſelf, de- 
Iipiſes humane nature, and,conſ{equeatly 
will ſuffer the torture of an exrroneous-COn» 
ſcience ( which 1s not ſmall }rhough other 
punishments eſcape him. - i; - ws | 
\.. The Firft Principle then of a life of ' 
Truth, is to {teer our Courle in order to this 
» | H h unt- 


"DE (122) 
univerſal guiding ſpirit imprinted in us by 
the light of nature; ext, we arc to look 
upon poſitive Lawes, dictated by they 
Holy Ghoſt, and the adorable example 
of our Lord Jeſus whole lite and actions 
were all directed to our inſtruction : So 
rhatany ſhufure erected upon this foundation, 
cannot prove Sandy, nor fail the builders 
expectation. 

We find in holy Scripture frequently 
eternal felicity promiſed as areward to good 
works; this the penny agreed on with thoſe 
who wrought in the Vineyard inſinuates, 
noleſsdoth the Crown prepared for thoſe» 
who faithfully combat in this lite; the 
Triumph alſo of Reſurreftion ſpeaks as much, 
aſſured to the real, not ideal ſupporters of 
Chriſt's Croſs: Noristhename of Chri- 
ſian given us as bare lookers on, but be- 
cauſe actually made a ſpectacle to God ; 
Angels, and Men. By acts therefore of 
T emperance, Patience, Humility, iy ng and 
other Chriſtian vertues,- we shake off ( as 
it were ) ourvld Natures, and become a new 
produflion created in Juſtice and Truth, and 
ſo become the objet of God's Love; 


becauſe Yeritatem dilexifli, he hath ever loved 
Truth. | 


It 


(123) _ 

_ If we look upon the: unwearied la- 
bours of Men in purſuitof what may ren- 
der them happy 1n this life, we $hall find 
Truth to be the main ſcope of their aims. 

Firſt, it is a priviledge of Man's Na- 
ture, there being no Creaturein the World 
bur «Man capable of mgh; ſo that whilft 
we toil inthe inquiſition, we comply with 
an appetite, or deſire engrafted in us, 
which eggs us on towards the thing that” 
_ can only make us happy : For Beatitude is 
defined ajoyintbe poſſeſſion of tru unveiled, and 
clearly diſcovered to us. | 

Secondly, the delight we derive fromthe» 
knowledgeof Truths far furpaſles any o- 
ther /atisfation we can have in this World, 
becauſe depending meerly upon the inteh- 
let, itisdepurated from thedreggs of ſenſe, 
. and ſo more intimately aftets, and tran 
ſports the Soul: When by ſtudy we have 
attained to a Demonſtration , how quiet” 1s 
the underſtanding, freed from all miſts of 
doubts, and uncertainty, and ſecurely 
reſts in the acquiſition of rhe ſaid truth, - - 

Thirdly, if I covet a Friend, E propoſes 
in this deſign an objett of ruth, and fidelity; 
and if I find a breaft ſealed with this facred 
ltamp, how pleaſing a Saninery isit, where 
in 


(324) — 
in alldiſtreſſesIfly asto an Oracle, unfold- 
ing the ſecrets of my heart, reſolving in that 
conliltory: between us rwo what to act, 
and how to ſteerthe courſe of my affairs: 
If the tye of marriage, leapues between Nati- 
ons, and Friendſhips are held ſacred from, 
the obligation thgy impoſe upon us of /n- 
cerity, and truth, how much ought verity it 
ſelf robe valued, which gives fe, and in- 
fluence to this Union, fince common rea- 
ſon tcaches the ſlreamis nor tobe regarded 
with cqualeſteem to theSorcetrom whence 
itflowes. | 
Laſtly, what is the final End of all Ars 
and Sciences, whether they ranſack the» 
bowels ofthe Earth, 'or ſurvey the immenſe 
bodies of the Heavens, whether they exa- 
mine thingspaſt or preſent, bur truth : it ſers all 
Menon work, andcanalone render them 
farisfied, ſo that it may well be dehned, the 
ſource of motion andreſt. 
0 Our Penitent having thus run o're the vaſt 
extent: of truth,and obſerved how it animates 
the actions of Men; takes occalion from 
thence to adore God's holy Providence ; that 
{1nce he hath obliged us ro. a precept of con- 
frlliog, and acknowledging. our failings 
with' all integrity,. and fixed it as the ſole 
means 


to iruth:; For it we be born ſo'impetuouſly 
rowards the acquiſition, the exhibition of it muſt 


needs flowas it were naturally fromus; and 


it 15 this motive which invites him to ſofre= 
quent a repetition of hi? offences, leſt he 
Should diſguiſe any” the leff tittle, for he 
knows as an exaft particular of our Sins , ac- 
companied with a perfect ſorrow, is very 
acceptable unto God, {o it is beneficialunto Manj 
the return of ſuch an account being alwaies: 
an evenning ofallgeorcs, an abolition of paſt 
Errours, andacompleatact of grace. Up- 
on this conſideration he 1s not affrighted, 
that his S'mshall be evidenced like the Sun rayes: 
co the World, and of this harſh ſentence to Na= 


ture, he himſelf will be the Executoner, he 


he will pigtlgnc his enormities, | and e= 
very exhalation of infamy that shall ariſe 
from thence upon him, he will receive as a 
blaſt of Zephir, becauſe he ſpeaks a ruth ani» 
mated with Repentance, a math which ſpeaks 
what he hath been, and what now he z, to 
witt, animp of perdition, and now1s become 2 
ſubje# of mercy, becauſe itisa Truth God: will 
ever own in-a truly repenting heart : forve- 
ritatem dilexiſti, it is eſſential to one who hath 


an Eternal love of Truth. 5 


I 1 But 


l "4 _ 
- dave » : _—_ 
% hs < " by =, 
»S _— \ br 
” . 
LT Ee 
ty " = 
4 05-4 


- Jo AS 4 7 _ 
<4 . x"; H 5 x - . jo T po 
oy 'S boner” F-3 , a7 F 4 ” g Pw &. _ TE. 
V oIn>. - pf E- YN - »=; 75 4 - . 2, "'W: >. "ft N 
o "4 =- . © . WE4 * m "x" 
a - C a” e - - - _Y 4 . - of 
OH : . a ao 1 W f 
= M l \ + Fiod 
| =, FOO nTE. 8 
| : dy q WF . a *. gl 
4 - A k% A : ” 
' ou. OO 
4 


- means to expiate our faults, /hehath adyaritd< 
ged us with ſo powerful an inclination: uns 
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| Buritis not enough to trace the ſteps of 
_ of our Lord Jeſusas far as he is imitable by 


Man, unleſs we lay the Foundation of a life of 
verity, which is done by imbracing with a 
firm belict the Dofrine and Faith he raught and 
delivered to us, for it is certain there 15 but one 
God and onetruth. © 
Firſt, wecannot deny this unchangeable 
quality of Faith to ſpring from God the Pri- 
mary Truth , ſince we owe him the Au- 
thor of Civil and natural Lawes, both 
which are united, and receive cfhcacy from 
the bond of Religion, tgp all things are cre- 
ated to the ſervice of Idan, and he to God's 
ſervice; | ſo thatby anactof Religious wor- 
Ship, the homage of all other Creatures are- 
involved inthat of eAſan, andconſecquent- 
ly Relipion ſeems of created things the final 
End, andultimare diſpoſition ungo God. 
Now themeanstoattainto his Þroch can + 
notbe by the ſtrengthof naturalreaſon, for the 
matter of credibility is aboye Nature, and 
Man by confenting:to an at of Faith is raiſed 
above himſelf, therefore it muſt be God moy- 
ing us by his Grace which drawes:che moti- 
ons/ of our Fill to ſubmit to: his revealed 
Truths. e115 FS 
- The Centurion proclaims he believes, yet” 
Arvithal adds, help O Lord my invedality, which 


Shews 
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shews though he had done alkthat lay.inthis - © 
power,yet ſomething was wanting. © 7 

It remains then -we render our ſelves; fit 
ſubjefs for the reception of fonoble a Gueſt, 
ſo rich a Donative as that of Faith, the way to 
this preparation 1s, fri#, to practiſe a life 
of Truth that 1s moral verives; next, to lay a» 
fide all prejudice, that your underſtanding 
may work with out biaſs, orreſtraint : third= 
ly, roexamine the opinions of thoſe whom 
the: World hath unanimouſly reverenced 
for their knowledge, ſanctity, and wiſdom: 
fourthly, ta receive the Decrees of the, Church 
asthings ſacred, ſince $she 1s{tyled in Holy 
Scripture, apillar of truth, a fpouſe all imma» 
culate, without any ſtain oferrour ; remem- 
bring alſo from what authority her infallible 
placits flow, witneſs the Apoltles in their 
firſt Synod at Feruſalem, who began with this 
Form to publish their reſolves; .. / #judgedex= 
pedient by the Holy Ghoſt and by us : Where you ſce 
that Divine Spirit {ti]] {wayesand gives life 
to all Articles of Faith; and indeed-it was 
the clo/ns farewell of our bleſſed Maſter Chriſt 


5 "TY 
Jeſus, who promiſed to difpatchuntothem 
his Diſciples a Spirit of Truth, 'tarefide with and 
mimgte his Church tothe Worlds end. 

A verity of Juſtice is comprehended in that 
of integrity of life; it being thevery Nerves, a 
Ill 
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(128) TITEL” v 
Sinews of humane Sociery, without whick * 
we Should be like wild Beaſts in defarts, no. 
leagues 'twixt Nations, no amitier contracted 
amongſt Men, no traffick or commerce, 1o that 
in this ſole /ovely quality 15 ſeated the very life 
and Soul of humane converſation : For behold 
thou haſt loved truth. 


The eApplication. 


Weare further-taught in this dauſe, that” 
God hath a true Being; that is, all qualities ſuit- 
able to a Divine N ature, as to be Spiritual, [nde- 
pendent, Immortal, Ommipotent, all good, wiſe, mer- 
ciful, Soveraiguly happy , and a thouſand other 
attributes; ſo thathe alone harh the verity of 
a Divine Being, Whatſoever 1s imaginable 
and worthy of God, this is in himin a Sove- 
raigndegrecof perfettion; Nay whatever his 
infinite underſtanding can conceive, thy he enjoys 
without any diminution orreſerve: So that 
when our Petitioner points untous how God 
loves ih, he means that he loves himſef, and 
if herein weplay the apt Scholar, placing our 
affeEtions on that inexhasſled ſource of Beauty, 
we Shall then move according to the verity | 
of humane Nature ; For our Being is to be * 
reaſon.cble, and whar can more decipher theo. 
1 ruth of our reaſon, than by a diſdain of this 
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Wotld, to aſpire unto hm who! is the final end: 
in which-we are toref, *and for:which we 
had our Being. Mayour hearts'then be cyer 
fixed 0n this eternal yerity; | © 51t. Amen,” 
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Tncerta &>- occultaſapientiz tue manifeſtaſti mihi, 
The uncertain, and hidden things of thy Wiſdom thou 
baſt made known unto me. | 


” 
- 


Hilſt our Penitent with delight deſcants 
/ uponGod's/overo truth, it were(hethinks) 
impious 1n him to ſtifle this great eruth, | that he 
hath called him to his Councel, unbreafted to 
him ſecret and hidden things, and enriched him 
with the high Prerogative of Prophecy. | 

AR what achange in this Zoly King, not 
long before when Nathan laid before him. 
his offence under the shadow of a poor e Man 
violenced in the depredation of his only ſheep, 
heis dull, unfolds not rhe myſtery, and lit- 
tle dreams ( though it were plain enough 
himſelf is pointedat, by which we may ſee 
whata miſt of igngrance, as well as other miſchiefs 


ſin draws along with ir. Burt now he tran- 
| IF ſcends 
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oF (130) 4 
{cends\rhe limits of natural knowledge, Owns + 
an irradiation of ſupernatural tights.,., and a,ca- 
pacity 'of diſcerning not only vvhat4s peſt, ior. 
preſent, but vvhat is to.@me, and this in they 
ſecret, anduncertain things of God's Y/jþ- 
dom. | be 
"Ir is:true there is required in that perſon, 
who's made a repoſutory of Prophetick, Truths, that 
he shine with. integrity of hife, have an abſo- 
'lute command over his paſſions, and poſſeſs 
a «Mind elevated-and fitted 10 contemplation. 
Yet God is not tyed up' to previous diſpo- 
{itions by degrees, but caniin a momew both pre- 
pare, and render perfect that party he de- 
' ſigns for ſuchadignity ;. as he hath done in 
| theperſon of King David, and fo, as to make 
him one: of the molt accomplished Prophets 
thateverwas; For there is a great diſparity in 
prophetick irradiations, ſome! are imperfett 
lohts, and improperly called Propheuck ,. as 
what may proceed from an ew ſpiris, or trom 
nature, as that of Pharoah when he ſaw oxen, 
and Ears of Corn, not knowing from. 
whence that vition might come, 'or whe> 
c_ he was lleeping, waking, and the 
tke. \ 
Another degree more elevated 1s,,, when a 
ray is infuſcd by which I certainly comprehend, 
that which I ſec only by a ſpecies imaginary, ſacl 
IS 
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ledge of what he ſaw; thatis; *he'fignifita- 
rionof them, whence he is' tore juſtly cal- 
leda Prophetrthan Phayoah,” whoonly faw3and 
knew not what they fignified.” | 
A Third degreemore pr feifs, when there 
are both an impreſſion of ſpeties, and'/en/ble 
repreſentations, asalſo an infuſed light, by which 
I can judge of thewerity of rhe thing difplay= 
ed before me; as Daniel could4tell the King 
his Dream, and whar it-fighihed;-for the> 
Corporeal forms wvere 'tixed in his Spirit, and 
the meaning of ther revealed in Daniels 
Fhe laſt and nobleft\degree 1s,' whena Truth 
is repreſented to us by (peries intelligible; and a 
loht infuſed Superadded, which enables 
me infallibly to judge of whatisrepreſented 
by them, withour any external medium of word, 
fac, or imaginary Viſion; and this Taft ir- 
radiation Ca/fiodorrs aſcribes to: David, whence 
heentitles him the moſt eminent amongft all 
the Prophets. * | 
Bur it will more recreate us to know what 
are thoſe nncertain, and hidden things laid open 
to him, than the manner how 1t vvas done : 
Some opinionate it vvas the Creation of they 
World, vvhere the wiſdom of God appears 
olorious in the admirable reduction of a 
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confuſed (hass to light and order :\Tn the\cauri. | 


vance of the Heavens, that ſuch: vaſt, ang [7/8 
merous Bodies Should keep a conflant; and untinters 
rupted motion , vvithout any.jarring, or bin- 
drance to one another in their Rapid Courſe: 
In thcir Soveraign influences conveyed inceſlant- 
ly to inferiour things : In the prodigious fixati- 
on O the Earth,\ poyled, and ſuſtained by its 
own-Center.., In the rareverive of its plants, 11» 
the variety of Creatures in. the eAir, Earth, -and 
Y/ ater, \ .Andabove all in efan the Epitome 
of .theUniverſe; to ſee him {way.as Sovereion, 
and by his reaſon-to quell the fury, ſtrength, and 
cunning of the moſt ſavage beaſls. To. behold 
therevolutions of Cities," Kangdonies x; and Zmpnes, 
the ſtrange viaſutude of; humane things; to 
day-a,City (welling in pomp, 'and magnifi- 
cence, not long after become a fallow Field, 
an. Enperour weeping in that there'1s wo more 
Worldsto conquer,” hath been-{cen to periſh 
howling, diſpatched away by a tew dropps of 
poyſon; on the other ſide, another is beheld drawn 
from 2 dunghil, ſet on a throne, and to Raign- 
vvith that felicty as if Heaven and Earth were 
held in; feeto make him happy. , Here. a perſon 


aſuddain becomes a Saint there, another endu- 


cd with grace, and vertue, whom the World: 


Eyes not but witha kind of veneration, by 
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alittle prefutaptionof his-awnlrengthand., 
merits, fallsronothing, and-prove's an, mp of _ 
darkueſe. T ocontemplatel lay all chefe works 
it Nature, all che ſtrange events of humane 
actions, anda!/managed by the Divine wiſdom, 
ſo as*to make a Harmony to God's glory, and 
ourof the clashing and thwarting malice of 
Men, to draw good ; who wouldnor be ravish+s 
edat{uch aproſpect? Andconfels withtran-. 
{ports,theyare truly ſecret and hidden effets(as to : 
man)ofan all-ſeeing, inſerutableang increated wiſ- 
dom.So that withunſpeakable delightour ho= 
ly Penitent repeated oft this Verle; theuncertain, 
and hidden things of thy wiſdomthou haſt revealed unto me. 

Others Cand pon", Lbclieve)lay, 
thole communications were the /ncarnation,, (ati 
vity, Paſſion,  andall the other myſteries whach 
relate unto the humanity of Chriſt; and doubt- 
lets. the contemplation of thoſe myſteries 
clearly objected to him ,;'could not; but” 
ſtrangely regale hismind; to conſider an in- 
finite Beins from all Eternity. Soveraignly hap= 
py, in the perfe& enjoymentof his bleffed 
ſelf, ro be Hypoſtaltated in humane Nature, 
and that this compy/itumof ſo many perfeQtions 
Should be born of a Virgin, haveno other pal- 
la then a poor fable, no other Courtiers then /ims 
plebeaſts, from whoſe Breath he muſt borrow 


a little warmth to preſcrve him from theo. 
Ll r190Urss 


(134) | = | 
rigours of the ſeaſon, thata bloody deſign * 
is hatched againſt him, to avoid which he. 
muſt fly by Night into Eft. through Cold 
and other dangers, attended only by his ap< 
prehenſrve Mother, and her fairhtul Coadju- 
tour Sr. Foſeph, amidit theſe diſcomfortable- 
refletions; .ſurely our Holy PenitenÞ failed 
not to remember the homages done to him, 
by the eAngels, and Kings, that he might ſee 
he ſtill intermixed the Splendour of his Divi=- 
nity, with the Ecchpſer wrought, and caſt on 
his Humanity. 

From thence he carryes on his thoughts 
to Chriſt's Sacred Paſvon, where he lanches 
himſelf into an Ocean of miſery; not a trop 
trickles down of his bloody ſweat, but it makes 
him fk ; he diſtindtly ponders every blow 
lanced at him, every ſcor, andevery ( alum- 
ny : He numbers his weary eps, whilſt heis 
haled from one Tribunal to another, he foreſces 
the ſhameful flight of hu eApoſtles, and how hey 
isabandoned in diſtreſſe by his nearcſt, and 
dcareſt Friends. 

Thus he ſifts every particular'paſſage of 
that Saced Tragedy, and were it not he is ſus» 
ſtaincd by the conſideration.of its immenſe; 
Frutt, to wit , the redemption of the perished'}}. 
World, he would have shewed by bis com- 

paſſionating Death, too much was revealed 
, unto ' 
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unto him, to beat once rhe Subje#boeth' 6f 
his knowledpe, and life. is Worane 
Now that this expreſion"'of our' Penitent 
doth quadrare with theſe myſteries, you muft 
obſerve, that the ſecond perſon 'of the bleſſed 
Triniry is ſtyled the Fjſdomof the Father, be- 
cauſe produced by an att of his underſlanding , 
and though his [ncarnation were certain as decreed 
trom all eternity, and foretold by'many Prophers, 
yet it was wicertain as tothe preciſe time, and ſe= 
cretas to the manner of his coming, and pani-= 
cular occurrences of his life, it is true, both were 
couched in ſome prophecy or other, but ſo obſcurely 
that the moſt learned could not dive into 
them, until he came himſelf to anreadthem:/ 
by his painful accompliſhment , and fulfilling of 
them: 
Again by the uncertain things of his wiſdom 
imparted to him, he infinuates a further 
knowledve as to thy; that itis not known to any 
in ths life, whether they are worthy of loye 
or hatred : Almighty God ( by a ſpecial provi- 
dence no doubt ) having kept this ſhntup from _ 
us, that whilſt we lye under an awefull fear, 
irmight abate ourpride, and preſumption. Now 
the Clouds of this uncertainty were diſperſed as to 
' him, «ſſurarxce being given that his { Was ICc- 
moved, and theeAnathemaannexed to it tak- 


cn off, and what preater evidence that he is re- 
admitted 
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b, phies of glory; 'Next he made this Repetition, 
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admitred-into fayour, than the entruſting ſecrets © 
ro him, than his exemption from the Common 
Lawes T? {et down. by Prowdence-tor the conduft 
and, exidance..ot\Mankind. Theſe Refiettions 
make him cherish-with- unſpeakable fatisfa- 
ction his previledged notions. hor do they carty 
him.. to,.vanily,,' but! to bleſs the ſouurce from 
whence they, flow, ſince gratitude:exacts; thar 
tribute From him; O\whom thou baſt laid open the 
uncertain, .and bigden thinss of thy Wiſdom, ' 

i200: DITK ;1HTIQ.- i | 


-:Tbe  eApplication. 
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..-. Here we may obſerve, in what awe and 
terrour;Our. Holy: Peniterit- remained after his 
tranſgrefNion; that though the Seal was ſet 
to his pardon, yet he thought this gave him 
no-right to his. former prerogative, whoſey 
refticution he dares not ask, he only preſum- 
ed to repeat them to his dear Creatour, that 
he might read therein his ingratitude, who 
enriched with' ſupernatural gitts, . reſerved 
for his choice favoarites, and by means of which 
endowments he might have proved a ſaving 
Starto guide others to Heaven'; yet he hath 
not made uſc. of them but to inure the Aus; 
thor .of them; and there wrought his Ruin," 
where he might have created ro himſelf Tro- 


that 
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A, Ys: 
rhat he Might ruminate upon the ſad conſe- 
quences of ſin; which ſo alters a Man that” 
God himſelf knowes-him got: This is ma- 

nifeſt in the Goſpel, where God ſaid to the 
fooliſh Virgins, and to thoſe wha; had wrought 
miracles 1n his name $ Neſcio vor; {knapgou not; - 
Again, Adamatterhis finſcemedto be loſt to 
God who madcenquiry after him; Adam where 
ar thou? which imports, I placedtheejn projpers- 
' ty, and comtent,/ but find thee now.in rotelneſ 
and miſery. So our-Holy Pentent: minds his 
dear God of the bleflings he, had ,onge:ſhawred 
down upon him , and being 1o figudl, as few 
befides fince the Worlds. Creation could boaſt- 
of the like ;- he hopey, being.now. again. 
admitted to his preſence, -he may not only.be re- 
vived in hismemory, butreftored to his form- 
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er rev v3 ap hich. he. diſpoſs rally 
ſelf by this baſhful expreſiion; thoi g ord made 
cation of the ſecret and hidden 


me happpy by the (ommunication 
things of thy wiſdom. 
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Hyſep, when heplanted her in himſelf they 
fruitful Y/ombotf all her productions; hear his 
Leſſon, Learn of me that am meek,, and humble of 
heart; from ſucha flock what can be expected, 
but /owly ſhrubs Hyſop like; he inſtructs his AP 
poltles to _ the innocence of I. ambs _ 
wH / over, the /amplicty of Doves ami 
SIRE: erpents ; he bidder £- no Tyrams 
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ct we pray, and petition in behalf 

| £5 0g in fine, \wc are looked upon 
ankindz. and become as the 

mockery of the. World. a 

.._ Beholdthe Epitome of a life 4poſtalical,: and 
the maximes to, which: the Primitive (hriſtians 
conformed themſelves,, by which you may 
judge-how pat the alluſion of Hy/p is applycd 
ro the Church 3-for what 1s wore abjett, and 
deſpicable than the . inftitute of Chriſhanity, 
nay it was theuſual argument of Infidels,towards 
any perſon of eminency embracing pita Re 
ligion, to reproach them with the #-/eneſr and 
contemptibilty of it... % of 7 
_ The Rocky faundation alfo which gives life 
to the Hyſops Root, 15no Jeſs ſuitable, if you 
reflect upon the. promiſes made to St.. Paul 
when firſt he kfied himſelf under Chriſts baz- 
ner :, eAnanias was tobe the bearer of his Ictters 
Pattents, the ſubSlarce of them was, that he 
Should ſce whar ſufferings he muſt wade through 
for his Name, and how punctual God was 
in the accomplishment of his word, his own 


at.us, 


of the 


Epiſtles ſufficiently declare; that from they 


rime of his converfon, he had conſtant ſup- 
Ply es of tribulations, from his wnwearied preaching 
of the Goſpel, unto the Snarcs, and: malice 
of falſe accuſations, from thence to Priſons, then 
ro Chains, Opprobrics , and /aſth, to a 
*L: publick . 
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publick Death in the Capital City of: the © 
World. fire 37 pep 1 ned og 
Now that he alone was not doomed to theſe 


ſad Cataſtropheys, he tells us into whar ny 501 
poor Chriſtians were univerſally in all pla= 
cescaſt, ſome lurking in Dennes, others fly= 
ing into deſarts, ſome. groaning under wart, 
others expoled to ſcorm, and contempt; of whom 
the World (ſayes he) was not worthy.; then 
he enumerates a multiplicity of horrid tortures 
which ushered their i7nomimtous deaths : And 
theſe outrages were not confined to any one 
Province, or City, but executed throughout” 
the whole habitable World, and to that height, 
as oneday was witnels of a hundred theuſand who 
were Sacriticed by the rage of Tyrants; nay 
they fancied their wok ſo compleatly finish- 
ed, that Trophies were crected with this In- 


{cription, 


To the eAuguit Ceſar Diodetian, by whom Chriſtian 
Religions abolyhed, and the worſhip of the (God's 


' improved. 


Theſe were the flinty ſoyls which gaves 
life, and growth to Chriſtian Religion ; amidi(t 
theſe /tony tryals the Church hath {till kept herſelf 
firmly rooted, in deſpight of all rheftorms, 


tempeſts, and whirlwinds of perſeaution. 
Nn The 


_ "| 


ans (142) oo YA 
__ Thethird property of Hy/op (that itis me= * 
dicinal) may juſtly be conſigned to the furious 
| affauls framedand pur in Execution againſt 
' . the (Church, as St. eAuſlin fayes, Tyrants could 
never by obſequiouſneſs and favour have ſo much contri- 
buted to the 200d of Martyrs, as they did by their 
bloud-thirſling cruelties : St. Paul glories in his 
tribulations, and makes of them a /adder to lead 
him as 1t were by degrees unto Chriſtian perfeftion; 
whither he is no ſooner arrived, but his 
thoughts are filled with the expectation of 

a reward; Nay he terms It a Gownot Juſtices 

as if every ſtroke of Perſecution had contri- 
buted to the making up of his (own, unto 
which he had arrght, and juſt claim, fince ham+ 
mercd and compleated by his patient ſufferings: 
This ſame Apoſtle bids the Hebrews look 
back upon thoſe paſt dayes wherein they had 
ſuſtained immenſe Combats for the name of Chriſt, 

as if thoſe pleaſmg remembrances had been ables 

to charm the moſt bitter afflitions : Nay he thinks 
ira happineſs when no burden was laid upon 
themſelves, it they did but converſe, and hold 
Society with theoppreſſed, as it from them 
muſt needs iſſue forth ſome communication of 


what is good. . 

W hen our bleſſed Saviour had foretold to his 
Diſciples the ſcandals of his paſſion, and how 
the World would allot the ſame meaſurey 


co 
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ro them, he gives: the reaſon why'theſe) 
ſharp decrees are made , becauſe: ({ayes he }) you 
ſhould fly to me for Santtuary, and only within my arms 
ſeekconſolation,and ſecurity : St. Auflin conforma- 
bly to this Doctrine confeſſes Fob to have 
loſt all that God had given him, yet he re- 
taincd hin from whom he had all; to wit, ©? 
God our Lord ( {ayes he )bath given, our Lord bath * 
taken away, the name of our Lok be praiſed. Aﬀter- 
wards St. eAuſtinraptas 1t were into admira- 
tion Cryecs ; behold a «Man with a Body mangled, 
yetentire, full of corruption, yet comely, venabe yet 
without a ſore, ſprawling on a dunghil, yet powerful in 
heaven : Henee you may gather the exuberant 
Fruit of this ſprinkled Hyſop , not a drop of it falls, 
which carryesnotalong with it a vertwe, that” 
cranſcends the malignity of perfecution,and 
the rage of Tyrants. 

Who would then repine at adverlity , 
ſinee Heaven hath laid'it asthe foundation, 
at leaſt medium to eternal felicity, You that 
are poortell me what you dowant if you have, . 

God; and the rich what pofſeſ they withour 
God. St. Paul relates how the Hebrews 
with joy ſuſtained the rapine of theirgoods, 
becauſe they knew there is a more laſting , 
andincomparably betrer inheritance prepa- 
red for them. \Þ 

Youthatbewail the lofs of a Friend, re+ 

»&h member 
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have ſ{cized him: Beſides; if youtruly love 
' . God, youcannotbe afflicted at your Friends 
lo Death, ſince you know, it he perish notto 
God, he cannot perish-ro you; and he alone 
can never be deprived of what 1s dear to him, 
who makes God the Center of his happineſs, and 
placesall that is precious in him, fince he is 
not loſt unleſs we will. 

If you groan under an infirm conſtitution 


according tothe zenour of its grant; we breath 
under conſtellations which by their feyeral in- 
fluences create different humours, and diſtempers, 
and this is convenient to the good of the 
Univerſe, unto which particular and private inte- 
refls muſt give place. Beſides, we learn by 
experience, that ſince we can break and 
thwart our;inclinations upon the ſcore of 
health; we may likewiſe do it from the mo- 
tive of vertueand picty, we hold it an at of 
Religion to wean our ſelves from ſenſual de- 
lights for the loveof God; let then re/tgnazz+ 
on make'rhat voluntary, which accident, or ſome 
providential decree hath reduced to a nece/{ty: you 
OU ght not therefore to calumniate this or that” 
cauſc of your /ickneſs, bur take 1t as a preſent 
froma moſt merciful and benign Parent, or- 


dained 


 _ © memberhewas not borntolive alwayes here, * 
and perhaps was taken away left malice might 


know, you s$hould not delire toerjoy life, but. 
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Uained eitlier for chaſtiſement, of your. ns, or 
tryal of yourvertue 3 -this flatters nat the: un> 
happy humour of Avarice, Ambicion, 'Lu- 
bricity, and the like; every, acceſs of a Feaver 
or-other ſmart pain, lets -betote us the lively 
{mage of mortality, and gives allurance we-muſt 
one day quitall our Wordly intereſts. 
It werenot amiſsalſo, whilſt our indiſpofe- 
tion renders us unfit for humane Society, that we- 
fancy our ſelves as dead, and conlider what will 
be done in the World. without-us; it fubſi- 
ſted before we were, ſo will it remain when we are 
gone; Whonow ſeem ſo unitedin friendſhip, that 
the thought of ſeparation is horrid as Death, 
will whena few dayes are flipped over after 
your Funcral, ſeek other alhances, and if by 
chance your memory be revived by any Caſual 
diſcourſe, they will afford youa {gb perhaps, 
and ſay you were good, or wiſe, Orvaliant, or 
fair, or ſome ſuch Epethice you might de- 
ſerve; and isths worth all the /abours and haz= 
zrds werunamidſta Million of deſigns inv 
this uncertain life2 how blefled thenis that 
ſickneſs whoſe painslead co Salvation, and 
how fortunate that war which ends in eternal 
peace! 
If the walls of a Priſon aftright, propoſe 
to your ſelf thoſe immenſe ſpaces above the Hea» 
vens deligncd as a premium ot your reſtraint; 
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'tis trueforthe preſent youare deprived of 
alittle freſh 4ir, and of ſome other contentment | 
depending on Liberty, buthe that trafhcks 
for ſogreat a purchaſe as eternal felicity; may 

well venture ſomething on the ſcore of per= 
fecution: How many diſaſters and «Ambaſcado's 
of Encthics have been avoided by ( aptivity , 
what a change hath it wrought in many, who 
by a neceſſity of Recolletion, have become fuper- 
ctninent Contemplatives,andenlarged their 
M inds by Spiritzal entertainments, more than” 
they could fotteit by thedenyal of their Bo« 
dies hberty: Youare there free from £Z1vy, or 
detralion, itbeing rare to find mace, or cruelty 
to rage upon theproftrate: 4 r/ in ſuch a place 
is ſe[dome attended on by ſcandals, becauſe, 
adverſity is the Companion; a«Miſtteſs ex- 
celling inthe wayes, atid maxims of good- 
neſs: Nay could we fancy the World ( as re+< 
ally iris) but a Priſon, we should rather think 
we have made an eſcape from Thraldowe, than 


loſt our liberties. 

Thus we ſee the ſprinkimos of Hyſop, that is, 
the Seeds of Humility, Patience and Conflancy in 
the profeſſion of Chriſt, have furniſhed the Charch 

Univerſal with ( hampions, andevery her par= 
'* ticular Souldier in all encounters with Ritkes,| 
which if exactly obſerved cannot but end in, 
Glory: So that our Penitent hopes, if once 


bathed 


7.9 (147) hi 
bathed in theſe purifying flreams, he shall be; 
cleanſed, and become an Objett pleaſing to 
the,all-pure- Eye of his Creatout : Wherefore 
with Reaſon he inſerts this clauſe, ſprinkle me 


with Hyſop and 1 ſhall be leanſed. * © 


The eApplication. 


In imitation of our Holy Penitent, we are 
to covet the bitter draughts of comradifliont inthis 
life, denying our Will what ſehſbality 
prompts us to, that we may have a full ſwinge 
of our deſires in the vaft courſe of Eternity ; . tri= 
bulation 1s the ſecureft clue to be direQed Dy, 
incaſe andpleafure, vertue muſt needs runa 
Treat riſque; Fire 111'"its own, Sphere con- 
ſerves it {ſe]f without any fuel to maintain_Þ 
it,{o vertue would have done in Paradiſe, where 
the Goods of the Body concurred with thoſe 
of the Soul, but this Conord was diſſolved by 

fm. St. eAmbroſelikewiſe ſayes of Fob, that 
be had ſhewed himſelf a valiant commander in peace , 
bat not a conquerour in War, and that his troubles and = 
affliftions purchaſed unto him the Palms of 4 compleat Vi 
Hory: For Earthly Crowns are _— Gold, but Hea- 
venly Diadems of the Thorns of tribulation. Ah then 
let,us aſpireafter theſe. + -  eAmen. 
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Lavabr me, & ſuper nivem dealbabor 
 Thouwilt waſhme, and [ ſhall bewhiter than Snow, 


'01% Holy Prophet thus purified, and cal- 
LL aned in the Furnace of adver/ty will not” 
reſt there, but is ambitious of a further ſubli- 
mation, - he bcholds himſelf much refined, the 
droſs of many frailties ſeparated from him by 
temporal chaſtiſements, ang in this harſh School! he 
hath learnt a profitable Leſſon; which is, not” 
to advance ina ſpiritual Courſe 15to looſe pround, 
. wherefore theſe ſprinkjing dews of Grace do. 
not ſatisfhe, he muſt be waſhed o're and all-bath- 
ed in ſtreams ofeMaryrdom,; this will gives 
him a tnture outvying the purity of Suwow; this 
will conſummate all his /aboxrs, and ſet on 
him the laſt and higheſt ſtroke of perfettion. 
Thou. wilt waſh me, and [ thall be whiter than Snow. 
© Ttispleaſant torcad Seneca, and other Phi- 
lofophers in this point of Sacrificing fe for. 
a publick intereſt, or on the ſcore of friendsbip ; 
they alwayes place this ation. amonglt the 
molt Heroick, whereof Man is capable in this 
life. The Romans had ſeveral ſolemnities to 
cternize the memory of ſuch as loſt their lives 
in 
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in the ſervice of the Republick. The (recidus 
employedall their Eloquense in ſetting out the 
Glory of thoſe who dyed for their Country, be: 
lieving that Souls ſeparated from the Body up- 
on ſucha ſcore, were depuratedand free from. 
the mixture of any inordinate defires, or affettions; 
- and conſequently are diſpoſed to receive the 
hioheſt beatitude that a created ſubſtance can attain 
unto. Xamolxis of Greece for his Wiſdom was 
by the Egyptians ranked among(t rhe gods , 
whole memory to the (7racians was 1{o Sacred, 
thatycarly they {enrone of their molt learn« 
ed Doctours to be Sacrificed before. his 
Shrine, and athisdeparture towards Epypr, 
the other Collegiate Philoſophers were all 
oppreſſed with grief, each one repining he 
was not worthy to be thoſen forſo glorious 
adclign. Thereaſon why this Opinion grew 
ſo prevalent amonglt them was , .that love and 
reſpeft is beſt expreſſed by an att of homageand 
Sacrifice, now by the oblation of life, weat once 
give up all our intereits of honour , pleaſure, or 
what ever we can pretend to in this World, 
and witnels in that ation, we more values 
the cauſe for which we ſuffer, . than our own. 
Being, ind ina manner do declare the perſon 
for whom we dyc, to have a perfe# Dominion 
over us, and deſtroying ous ſelves would infinu- 
ate that we are noggng, at leaſt willing to be=, 
Fp  ... a 
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| . (150) 
_ come nothing ; ſo we may but pay to the Objet 
of our loves the tribute of glory and vgreatneſs. 

The generous Heart of our Petitioner had 
trampled under his Feet the Znemies of God's 
peoP e, he had! purchaſed many Laurels by 

is ative fortitude; and paſling from thence- 
co the paſſive part, he had manifeſted by his 
patience, and perſeverance, he wanted not rhis 
more noble branch of fortitude, and that he 
might crown all his vifries, he now con- 
rracts all the circumſtances of a compleat may- 
nanimity in this Petition, that he might give 
up his life, and make a pubſick ſatisfattion for 
the jury done by his Exorbitancies to his dear 
, Creatour. Thou wik-waſh me, and Iſhall be whiter 
than Snow: _ 
He knew well:this ſupereminent de- 
gree of fortitude, which givesa check to Au- 
dacity, nor permits its Salleys beyond the li- 
mits of a jaft moderation, and which charms 
likewiſe theretiring ſpirits of fear, and makes 
chem return to their firſt ſtations, there to 
ſtand upon the defenſive, is a vere too. ſub- 
lime'for en, if conſidered within they 
Vette of hisHaturalforce, and abilities: For mar- 
yrilom implyes a profeſſion of the true Faith which 
noHe wirthour a drvmeeAid can perform : It 
bein's heceffary roan Att of Salvation, that 
it be accompanied with thepowerand means of 
f Grace, 
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(5588) . - 
Grace, wherefore he places the Energy of = 
this Action in the efſwbor of Grace, and 
cryes; O God, it youwill waſh me, that is, 
if you will shower down the dew of your 
Grace, LIwill diſpoſe my Soul for the recepti- 
on, and ſo manage the gift, as every reproach, 
every ſtroke of the Exccutioner, every drop 
of Blood drawn from my Veins, shall have 
its effect of expiation, to cleanſe my flains, to 
purify my Soul, and give it a whiteneſs which 
will ſurpaſs that of Snow. 

Againthough the Pſalms of this viFory be 
never {o precious ; yet unleſs a ſtorm of - Tyranny 
conveythem to him, he can only languish 
indeſire: For the infliction of Death muſt 
come from anothers hand, hz part inthiscom< 
bat muſt be only to accept, and ſuffer: 'Tis true 
the Holy Ghoſt proclaims,” that wolence'muſt. 
bear away the wreath of this immortality, but it 
5 under{tooda violence notfo much aZive as 
ps/ifve : We mult ſtoop to oppreſſion, become» 

a play-game, and mockery of the World; we muſt 
tune forth the praiſes 'of. our Creatour, more 
by. expiring than ſpeaking, and'from thefe black 
mixtures of cruelty, will reſult, as from the» © 
Phenix bes, a production far beyond' what we | 
could even hope 'for in recomperice,, You 
thall wash me, and I ſhall be whiter than Snow, | © © 
We muſt nor. doubt bur the Soul of our 
9 Pe- 
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(152) 
Petitioner ambitious of perfetion, had alt the 
internal affeftions which move to this end, as 
charity , obedience , religion, faith, hope, and an 
, heroick fortitude. 1 he jr/t to wit charity rai- 
ſes him to acts of hve, by which God is more 
prizable tohim, than his own life, or any 
other thing imaginable : Next, this amorous 
contemplation was accompanied with a perfect 
ſubmiſſion to the decrees of Heaven whillt Se- 
meci threw ſtones, and curſes: at him, ' he kept 
cloſe to this principle, forbidding any punish= 
ment to the eAor, leſt ({ayes he) God may have 
ordained it for his tryal or chaſtiſement of hs Sins, and 
what he Wills is juſt, and ought to be the 
Rule of our obedience without any diſpute, or 
hxſitation. Thethird ingredient to this dye of 
purity, is Re{gion; by which we are taught 
to pay the tribute of excellency and reſpect 
unto God, as the Sovereign Author, and 
Primogenial Source of all Beings; other, 
Creatures who cannot comprehend the infi+ 
nite perfections. eſſentially ſeated in God, 
have arizhi thattheir wants be ſupplyed by our 
Piety; ſo that we have a dwy of acknowledgement 
not only for our ſelves, but in behalt of e- 
very thing created to our Service; by an 
act then of Religion we return our own Being, 
and all othcr Beings likewiſe of :the whole 
World ' into his Hands from whence they 
came, 


"F000 p— 
came, tobe diſpoſed off as he pleaſes,. that 
as weholdit fromhim, ſo we would not en+ 
joy it but for him, and this from two con- 
{iderations; theone, of God's immenſe preat= 
neſs and Majeſty, the other of our own ſmalneſs, 
orrathcr nothing;as tothe one, our Penitent 
defies any Beins to compare with God, he con- 
feſles the Earth, Seas, and Heavens lye at his 
beck; that his Znemies he diſperſes, as the Sun 
doth the Shades of Night, and having thus ex- 
alted his unmeaſuredgreatneſs, he then religiouſly 
expoſcshimſelt betore him,acknowledgeshe 
iSawurm,andnot amanzandaitaman,the very out= 
caſt, and opprobry of Mankind : He preſumes to 
queſtion God whatmanis, that he Should daign 
hima glance of his careful Eye ; and declares 
his opinion that he is but a picce of vanity,an empty 
out-/ide,a heap of duſt,and therefore it is but juſt 
in him to honour the Majeſty of God by aprofu- 
fon of what he enjoyes,and that his Being can 
never be putto a better uſe than by anmbilating 
it ſelf ( it poſſibly) ro witneſs by thar ſubmſon 
the immen/eperfetions of his Creatour. 

His fortitude in attempting great things 
needs no dilucidatzon, the Sun-beams: are not” 
more. conſpicuous; what Naton hath not 
received the Hiſtory of his deeds together with 
the tydings of '# briſtianity, where alſois ſet forth 


his patience 1n adverſity, in many rebellions un- 
Qq natural 
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(154) 
natural tratagems, and implacable hatred of 
Saulagainſt him. | 

For his Fpith in Chriſt, amongſt all the, 
Prophecies of a eMMeſias his Pſalms excell in 
delineating, and iſſuing a /ively Charaler of all 
the paſſages of his paſſion : So that all theſe. 
\ vertues could not ſpring but from a hope of enjoy. 
ing one day that Sovereign good, for whoſe ac- 
quiſition he was ready to Seal all theſe aQi- 
ons with his blood and hfe. 

I confeſs this tinfure of Snow to ariſe from 
a bloody ſtream might ſeem a wreſted inter- 
preration, were it not that a paſlage in 
the eAprralips doth clear it, where it 1s ſaid; 
they whitened their floles-*in the blood of the Lamb . 
chat 1s, the 'effet'of -this ablution gives 
innoctpee, wipes off like Baptiſme all the ſpots 
of Guilt, or Pain, ſo that once dipped in 
this Layatory, the may juſtly promiſe ro him- 
felf a lovely Gran far ſurpaſſing that of 
' - Wondernot then if our Petitioner touch= 
cd with a ſenſe of his tranſgreſſions, and 
fripvhted with the memory of that condition 
wherem he had been plunged, should aimat 
the gtorious Palms of martyrdom both to: ſes 
cute his pardort, purchaſe a compleat abolition of 
his Faults, attd make him{ſce]t a Pcrpe cual $44 
erifite of praiſe and thankſgiving to his deat 
des 2a Creatour.. 


 Creatour. Lord thow wilt waſty-me,” mn4 Eſhall be _ 


whiter than Snow. 


The «Application. 


Letw:by the examplepf our Penitent thirſt | 
after theſe: purifying flreams , one boiſterous billow 
of Perſecution carried home to the ſtrucling 
Patient, will have more vertxe than all the wa- 
ters of Fordan ; St. Gregory ſaith, that the depart- 
ins of the Body from the Soul1s but a /hadow, but 
the departing of a Soul from God is a fad Truth: 
And asa ſhadopis refreshing in'Summer, fo 
is Deathto the Righteous, eſpecially if volun- 
zarily accepted, and:inflicted \iupon-»the ac- 
count of a prove cauſe...» But fince-this Cromn is 
out of our reach, and depends upon ano- 
thers ſeverity, we maſt be:rhus ſevere to. our 
Rlves,as toputonanundauntedlook'againſt: 
any diffallywhich may obſtruct our Sabation, 
or advancetnent to p#jetio;: and refolve' to 
ſuffer or overcome themy either of whieh'we.; 
may, by theaidof Grace never wantinyg'ata 
pinch. Max, we mult rejoyce when ha 
raſſed with adverſties,, iCis StLake's declattiti- 
onof the Apoſtles, \thart they retarued 


on Tris 
nal ſeats with joy, having been made worthy th"be there 
Tevited and ſcorned for the name of \(hnft; and-truly 
daints have ſeemed to mealure' their 'bper of 
W gioy, 
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glory, according to the proportion of their ſuffe« 
rings: Laſily, we are to expoſc our ſelves tg 
hard and painful things for the ſpiritual 
good of our Neighbour, if we ſtrengthen, 
ourſelves withtheſe arms of fortitude, we shall 
be firred for that laſt and molt glorious proof 
of valour, arleaſt ſecure an immenſe reyard to 
ourſelves. | ' Amen, 


CH Ar XVIL 


eMuditui meo dabis pom > Letitiam. + 
T hou wilt give unto my hearing joy and gladneſs. 


Wen the Church proclaims the ſin of 
Adam happy,in that itmeritedto have ſuch, 
and ſo great a ;Regeemer;  Methinks it hath 
ſome reſemblance with this clauſe of our 
Petitioner, where he promites to himſelf joy, 
and. plaaneſs, as if they were a neceſſary conſe= 
quence tO repentance. In the precedent verſc he 
minds his Creatour of the Rules he hath ſer” 
down to purchaſe innotence; to wit, by tem- 
poral adverſity, here he opens the: ſecret of God's 
working with'a juſtifyed Soal, which is to fill 
her wich jubilies, and conſolation. 


For 


(137) , | 
For when Almighty God enlightens owt 
underſtanding to conſider his greatneſs, providence, 
goodneſs, and his other perfections ; and when 
he givesa touch toour ils, imprinting in 
them holy impulſes of fear, hope, love, and the 
like; by which we are excited and enabled 
to frame and execute holy and pious reſolutions , 
he doth not this by a way of violence, as a ſtone 
is taken up from its Center, but by a way of 
ſweeneſs, he governs and changes our imdinati- 
ons, it we donot prove too ſtubborn: So that 
the firt flep ro our juſtification is not made with- 
ourthe concurrence of our Wil, and que- 
{t:onleſ(s it is no ſmall ſubject of joy to reflect 
that we our {clves have been eAFours in this 
oreat work of our juſtification; which exceeds 
the Creation of Heaven, Earth, and all thar 
is comprized in Nature; for though weowe 
to God all thar we have, yet that his lbera- 
ity may take its deſired effect, this he will 
have dependuponus; tothe end by work= 
1ng our Selvation, it might Provean honour and 
ſatrsfattion, in taat we our ſelves have contri= 
buted ſomething toit by the conſent of our 
freewill, by which we can claim. the aFions we 
do tobe our own. 
The next branch of joy and gladneſs in a 
juſtified Soul, is the acceſs of grace, a ſuperna- 


tural form infuſed by God,” by which we are 
Rr raiſed 


(19) 
raiſed to a ſupernatural Being ; that is to ſay, a 
new Being, more prizable than an inte/ſetula, or 
reaſonable, than eAngelical or Serapbical conſide- 
red preciſely in the order of Nature : Bc- 
aa Grace givesa new birth tothe Soul, and 
communicates unto her anew Beins which is 
called Dtivine, in that the Soul receives from 
ita reſemblance unto God afcera manner extra- 
ordinary, whoſe more perfect knowledpe is re- 
ſerved tor the hight of glory, which will make 
the diſcovery untous: All we can now lay 
is, tharno ſooner this divne gift inhabits our 
Souls, but we aredefigned to eternal beatitude : 
Almighty God beholds us with an Eye of 
ſatisfaction, as his Children received into 
his Family, as Solomon layes, by grace we contratt an 
eternal alliance with God. - 

St. Thomas {tiles Grace aparticipation of they 
Divine N ature; for what the Divine Natures 
doth in God, the fame Grace by imitation 
dotlvitia Soul; as the Divine Natureis in God 
the cauſe of his molt tranſcending ations; to 
wit, /oveand wie: SOGrace ina Soul is the 
ſpriny of glory, beatitude , ſupernatural knowledge and 
heavenly -affefions, by which she regulates all 
her works, according to imevrity and holineſs : 
Nay God obliges himlelt to give a Soul that 
cif plead the title of Grace, the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and poſſeſionof cternal blils. 


No 
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No wonder then if afterthe ſprnklines of 
Hyſop , that is penitential tears, -our Petitioners 
expects a Harmony of joy and gladneſs, fince 
the divine quality of Grace purchaſed by repen< 
tance 1s. attended on by fo many advantaper: 
What matter of joy tobe ſpiritually regene+ 
rated, the Son of God, the Brother, and Coteir 
with Jeſus Chriſt! wherefore St. Leoſayes, 
this gift of being the Son of God. to be au- 
thorized to call God Father, exceeds all his o- 
ther liberaltties ; for by generation a Father com+ 
municates his {ature to his Sor, producing 
him in ſpecies alike : So by eAdeption,' he that 
adopts gives unto a ſtranger indelire and affe= 
ation, what heisin himſelf; arttribucingun- 
to him the prerogative of a Son, . entitling him 
to all his inheritance, the ſame as if he were his 
Son by Nature; now what Man doth to an- 
other out of affeFion, God doth in efe#:. For 
imprinting Grace in a Soul, he gives himſelf, 
andi1s really in her; .inſomuch that were 1t” 
poſſible, God could be not immenſe, Grace 
would render him afresh preſent to and in 
the Soul. rf: 188 3730} 
Certainly if ever that ſaying was verifi- 
cd, where ouilt hath raigned, there grace did yet 'more 
powerfully ſway, 1t was in the perſon of ourho- 
ly Peciti6ner hisraptures, and Enthuſiaſtick 
throwes, his prophetick notions ; Nay God's 
own 
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own Teſtimony of him, that Repentance had 
moulded himeyen conformably ro his own 
Heart, ſufficiently proved his Soul to float 
in floods of Grace, and conſequently muſt needs 
ſwell witha great portion of joy; therefore with 
juſt reaſon he proclaims, thou wilt give unto 
my hearing joy and gladnels. 

Again thispoſſeſion of Grace is accompa- 
nied with the expeffation of a Sovereign good: 
For the underſtanding enlightned by Faith, 
knowes that Mans's Beatirude is in God,that 
this Beatityde 1s promiſed him as his final end, 
and the means to attain unto this. End is by 
Grate, and ats of vertue; Sothathe enjoyes it 
not but upon the terms of being one day eter- 
nally-bappy; this certain expeation of Beati- 
tude, St. Bonaventure calls the eAnchor and bafjis 
of «Manin tha hfe : It keeps himtrom dejefion, 
placing ſtill before his thoughts an infinite 

. good, and whichis infallibly ro! be the abjef 
of bis futwre acquifition; it choaks preſumption, 
caſting him uponthe mediums ordained to lead 
him to this end; itdraws his affections from. 
terrene things, and raiſes them to God as 
the ſupream object alone worthy to be loved, 
and ferved. \ 

What joy then to have our //V ill; carryed 
on by this gift of hope, which ſweefly enrer- 
tains usin the contemplation'of Etermty, and 

this 
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thisnot asa thing doubtfalCfos what,would 
Cloud rheſeverity-at our comfort; Hnt-asa 
reward to which we are entitled by gract;; and 
of which by-this vertue,ofihope-we have; ans 
earneſt and,piedge. Sr. Paul ro:the Hebrews, pres 
ſcribes hope as a means to campals whatloe- 
ver we would have. Let us, gpproach with? confi= 
denceto the T brone of race, as #f-wenceded on- 
ly a frmbope, ,to be able to {eaſe the Throne of 
God, and bcar thence what ſo'e're we de- 
fire. 1150 20 arg 071 om: Ban 

St. Gregor yobſerves, there is no pleaſure iny 
this World, which 1s,not greater in the expe - 
ation than frution ; by which we. lee, what a 
ſtrange Operation the very.hape,ot ſome'tem- 
poral objeF hath in us ;3\what. cwihmens then” 
muſt needs proceed from-a bvpe-that. is fixed 
on the ſource of perfeQions ;.,and.to haves. 
this addition, thatafter our imaginations, have 
propoſed all rhe -.delightr that ,hwwane | wit can, 
frame, yetthey fall infinitely. short af thoſe 
joyes the Ob} ect of a ſupernatural, bope will diſcos 
ver unto us. 113}S% ob bot 

Blame not then our Petitioner if hegive 
himſelfthe aſſurance of joy and gladneſs, when 
once his Soul-Shall be enriched with Graee, 
and divine hope inſpired into him; ſince their 
preſence brings the higheſt /atufegios we ares 
capableoff in this Worlds, ; aver ic : 
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F obſerve after Chriſt had declared they 
remiſfion' of Stix Mary eMagdaleni mildeeds, 
he bids hergo'#peace, to $hew she'is no more 
impions: Forssthey areſtrangers to repoſe; 


ſo reſt and ſatufa#ion are the natural effeits of-a 


goodconfcicnce. ? 2027: 
-  Whenthe Thif onthe Croſs had obrain- 
ed mercy, immediatcly follow the g/adtidings 
he should exchange that very JayHis Gibbe 
 mtoaParidiſe; St: eAuſtinhad no ſooner ftep- 
ped into the Paths of pennance, but he found 
himfelf overwhelmed with joy which: hes 
thus defcribes/ 'Ona ſuddain(ſayes he )it grew 
delightful & me to be wermed” from trifling pleaſures, and 
whit before 1 feared t0 looſe, -now with joy I diſmiſs; for 
thou; © Oc fipreani Diety didſt tear them from me, and 


- 


fupphedſt thenrbythy own preſence who art in all honour, 
bediny ant} pleaſure excelling. You ſee what hey 
gor in'exchanying #Þ w Worldly joyes-tor 
{'life*vfpennance, in quitting a Creature he 
eaftie&rorth 'enjoyment of his ( reatour;. in a= 
band6ning that we mult ncedsonce loſe; 
and which weftill apprehend will be ravish- 
6&fedifi us; hearrived toanineſtimable ,and 
ver periching good. " fy 
Nay reaſon may tell us, as happy experrence 
hath informed Saints, thar if his mercy be-ſ0 
greats and transforms it {elf ints {6 maty 
Shapes of vertues in reward to finners; it _ 
+ nccaus 
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needs 'be much more admirable*in ord& to + _ 
thejuſ{; For it is but equitable, thatthols8 who * 
mult love and honour him, #should ye 4 
more ample ſhare-in the Treaſures of his mer- 
cies, than ſuch who-injure 4d Uaily 6nd 
him? Tf whenwe are Fnemeke fails not to 
give Teſtimonies of his love, berg reconciled, 
and readmitted to his favour whar will tenor 
do? If he beſtow a {FF upotr a treacherous 
Fudas, with what ovetflowing'ſpeetneſs will 
hevilit a /oyalbeart, which breaths forth nothing 
but [ove and a conformity fo his will; 'if a ſound of 
his vaiceas Man was ſo.charmins;” that many of 
the Apoſtles at his firſt callabandoned all Coir 
VV orld;'y intereſts and engagements to follow him, 
what tranſports do the fweet whiſpers of his 
Divine Spirit occafion unto hus dear Servants, 
what internal conſolations, what tranquility . 
of mind : St. Auſtin terms then certam previout 
reliſhes or «A ntipaſts of Heaven, which far tranſcend all 
the contentment and ſaty factions of this world. 

In a word, that Seraphim ofloye St. Auſtin 
gives us the perfect Charatter of a fpiricual 
joy by his own experience. Saying, O Lord, 
ſomerimes thou doſt lead me into unknown de- 
lights, which ( were they compleated in me) 

I know not what they would be, but cer- 

tainlam irwould not bethz life; that is, ſuch 

aDilatation of Spirits he found to attend thoſe 
ſpiritual. 
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ſpiritual comfants, that he ſaw, were theyac- 
com Jished,! a ruine. of: his mortal Being muſt 
needs;enſue;}@ | ob bs { 
This is the. joy, and gladacſs our Holy 
Petitioner expefts, ,andthat he was notdece1- 
ved.jn his expeQation, ſcarce a Pſahn ot his 
that-proclaimsngt the ſweetneſs, and fupera- 
—_— ſatsfations iſſuing trom the love, fear, 
and. /ervice pt, Gad,. and therefore whenhey 
had petitioned: for : perſecution , adverfty, and 
the Crown of Martyrdom, he might juſtly ſolace 
himſelf wich the. ſeqae/and frus of ſufferings, 
whichare joy and gladneſs. T o mybearing thou wil 
* givejoy and gladneſs. | 


hom - The eApplication. 


-  Ahwho would not then proteſt againſt 
the vain joyes of this world, -to taſt the ſweetneſs of 
ſpiritual entertainments : St. Gregory puts this diffe- 
rence'twixt Corporal and Spritualdelights, that 
the former whileſt in expeFation, are coveted with much 
vebemency, but when once enjoyed, they preſently become 
3 Ke and diſtaſiful ; theother we purſue but coldly, 
and with little heat of defire, yet when once we have a reliſh 
of them , ws languiſh after the encreaſe : T his 
made St. Francs that bleſſed defpiler of they 
World, to make a Covenant with: his ſenſes nes 
ver to faſten with the leaſt Contentment on | 
any. 
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any ſenſual oljet ; and truly.he was {o.cxact. 
inthe performance, ashe went upand down: 
like the micer ſhadow. of a Man, harknd "_ 
thing humane in him but his ſhape; - his beter: 
part ever dwelling in the Manſion of the: 
Bleſſed. Thele are joyes that will not be held 

by Repentance, may wethen ſtill languishafter: 
them; Amen. 
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Et exultabunt Ofſa hunuliata, 
eAnd bumbled Bones ſhall rejoyce. © - 


TJ His encouragement which our Petitioner al- 
lowes himlelt, :correſponds. with the /e- 
cond part of the formerverſe, where he was will= 
ing to Sacrifice hislife : For hedoth noton= 
ly cheer himſelf, in reflecing Jpn the. reward - 

which repentance will bring to his Soul, i but 
likewiſe upon the future condition of his Earthly 
mould, which he beholds as. matter of -great. 
conſolation ; and therefore upon the lame 
ſcore he pro{ecutes the- Subject of his hope, 
laying, that his humbled Bonesſhall rejoyce. 
Amongſtall the omforts Chriſtian Religt: 
onaffords, thereis none hath ſo.mucty influ- 
tf | ic ence 
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ence upon Man, as the' expefHation of a future re= 
urreftion , ' the motive” of this conſolation ſprings 
from the belief we have of God's Omnipotency : 
Foras we believe he hath createdus of nothing, 
ſowe muſt acknowledge his poyer to reſtore : 
us, and raiſe our ashes to a better, and more 
happy condition : Nay if we obſerve the- 
courſe of Holy Scripture, we $hall find the 
expiration of Saints hath a particular expreſſion given 
it; For they arc not ſaid to dye, but to fall 
into a ſleep, as if their Bodres after ſeparation 
retained a certain vertue, which had reſemblance 
with cheir glorifyed Souls. 

In the Fourth Book of Kings Chap. 13. 
We read thata Carkaſs being throwy into the 
Sepulchre of Elizew, was by a touch of his 
Bones reſtored to life. 446 

 St.'Hierom relates how Conſtamine the Great 
conveyed with much Solemnity the reticks of 
St Andiew and St. Luke unto Conſtantinople. 
-"eAreadins likewiſe the Emperour tranſla- 
ted the relicks of Samuel the Prophet from Fudzs 
1hroThrafa, wherethey were receivedwith 
great” veneration,' and joy of the people : All 
which#hews, our Forefathers looked upony 
the remainder of Saints Bodies, not as /iveleſs 
fragments, but as the /ountains of life , andtealth; 
as certain pieces God would make inſtru- 
mental tomracles, andto works above the 
| power 
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power of nature. Therefore the Bones of Holy 
Perſons endued with fd) vertue may juſtly be 
qualifyed with joy, and NY it is 
not-improper to ſay, That humbled Bones ſhall 
rejoyee. | - 4h 

Again St. Fohn Damaſcene hath a fine con< 
ception; ſaying, thoſe who imitate the vertnes of 
Saints, may be more truly [aid their relicks, or impreſſi= 
ons, thanthe lamp and maſs of Earth they leave behind. 
He who hath the zeal and ardours of a St.'Paul 
in the Converſion of Souls, may. be tiled 

| his lively Image: Who can claim the fortitude of 
a St. Stephenin accepting the ſtroke of Death for 
#uftice ſake, will infallibly bear the amp of that 
Protomartyr; Who can perform the humbleand 
ſpiritual life of a St. Franay, will provea better 
patternof him, than-his own Body, which 
at this day remains entire at 4/ifmm, asa Te 
ſ{timony of that Glory his Soul enjoyes in-. 
Heaven; ſothat when we caſt our ſelves in- 
tothe mould of their vertues, we become their 
animated ſtatues; and makethemrejoycein our 
| imilatign, as the Angels doata {inners Converſion: 
| itis not unlikely our Holy Prophet alluded 
 toſuch /iving relicks, vvhen he ſaid humbled bones 
| ſhall tgjoyce. Since good Men arc here forthe 
moſt part crushed inthe Worlds eſteem, that 


valucs nothing but whats great irt vanity: Yet 


amidſt theſe Clouds of opprefiion, and ſcorns 
thrown 


# * 


_* (168) 
thrown at them, they find within them- 
ſelves a ſatsfationin performing their duty to 
God, for the fruit of the ſpirit( ſayes St. Paul) 
# joy, peace, and a thouſand other content- 
ments which atrend a ſtate of imocence;: ſo 
that itisaningenious Expreſſion of our Pe- 
nitent, that humbled bones thall rejoyce. 

[ bave many times wondered, why Al- 
mighty God should give unto the eAſhes of 
Saints, what he had denyed them whilſt they 
werealive, and made noruſe of any lmb, or 
vital motion but for hisſake; that is, many mi- 
racles have been wrought, by touching they 
mouldred duſt of Saints, who living were ne- 
ver favoured withthepower of any M iraclc: 
but as the lives of Saints are admirable, ſo thew 
proceedings of Almighty God with them ſeem 
very myſterious, yetI have propoſed ſome: rea- 
ſons of this to my ſell. - Ny 

..: Fixfl, Almighty God will shew by this 
how dear his Servants, are untohim, and if 
he give ſo much vere to their Aſhes, what 
may .we expect he doth'to their [mymortal 
Fouls. Of 5 | 
Next, itargues how gratefula thing by- 
mihityis1n the fight of God, that thoſe who 
have Crucifycd their fiſh, anddaily Sacri- 
fticed their Bodzes for his name, - $should have 
the very eAsbes of that eAZortified Body, cure 
"TO" Diſeaſes 
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Diſeaſes, reſtore fight to the blind,” and raiſes 
the dead to life. 31 
Thirdly, Almighty God will manifeſt the 
difference between a pampered Body, and one mang« 
led by acts of pennance, the one by all manner 
of delicacies ſought to preſerve a beauty, and 
make it proof againſttime: Yet oncegrown 
old, or cut off by Death it is caſt into obli- 
vion; the other keptin Chains, and threatned 
daily withruine, yetat the laſt proves mat- 
ter of veneration even unto thoſe who be- 
fore perhaps contemnecd ir. 
You ſee then, how to live in the Me- 
mory of Men, what Artis to be uſed toraiſe 
a ſtately ſtructure of our ſelves, the materials 
of this muſt be as of Charity rowards our, 
Neiobbour, and acts'of ſeverity towards our 
ſelves, the Cement muſt be Pattence, Conſtancy, 
Reſiznation to God's holy will, and the like, 
with theſe Saints have purchaſcd gloryto them- 
ſelves before God, and veneration amongſt 
Men, that even Kings havecrouched with 
bended knces before their Aſhes, who whilſt 
here poor Pilorims upon Earth were looked 
upon as /diots, and made asit were the 
of the World; fo that humbled bones at laſt shall 
Triumph, and crc their Trophies, where they 


had been made the ſpoils of Death. 


St. Gregory NC azjanzen affirms theeAſbes of 
Vv St, 
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St. Cyprian were ſo powerful, as no Diſeaſe 
wanted there its remedy, and this T cſtimo- 
ny he received from thoſe very perſons, 
who had been the Subject of his miraculous 
Cures. | 
St. Ambroſe relates of one Severus who be-_ 

ing blind, by touching only the Cacker where- 
in were enchaſed the relicks of the Holy Mar- 
tyrs St. Gervafſms and Protafins, he recovered his 
Hghr. 
| . St. Aſtin recounts many miracles wrought 
by the relicks of St. Stephen, and adds: The- 
benefits obtained at his shrine were ſo great 
and numerous, as whole Volumes might be 
filled with therelation: ' 

4a fine, there is not a Doctour of the 
Church, whoſewritingsſpeak not the wonders 
Heaven hath dial. Ceven in their time) 
upon the ſcore of ſupplications made in the 
preſenceand honour of Saints Bodies. 
'_ "Nordid this religious Worship of relicks 
ſpring. up originally with the Ghoſpel, for 
St. Epipbanius brings evidence how the Sepul- 
chers'of Zſay, Exekel, and Feremy were had 
mM greatvenecration among the Zevs, and this 
from the extraordmary ſuccours God conlerredon 
difirefſjed People at the Tombs of thoſe Holy Pro- 

hcts. M3657 o 

We find likewiſe Exod 13. that before 
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eMoſes condutted the {ſraeliter opr 'of Egypt, 
he ordained the Bones of Foſeph to be raken— 
up, and born away with (eremony into the 
Land of promiſe. | TIWSG 
. Now why all this? But to verify our 
Holy Prophets alſertion that humbled bones hall re- 
joyce ; thar Death may cauſea ſeparation 'twixt 
Soul and Body, and ſofecm to Triumph over - 
this mortal clay of ours, cannot be denyed: 
Yet if our members have ſerved in purity (as 
St. Paul termsit ) and merited in life to be 
the" Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 'ſuch as theſe 
(thoughexanimated ) may ſtill retain a werme 
by which they give /ife'and joy to other Be- 
ings. Whence juſtly our Petitioner fore-de= 
clares, and humbled bones ſhall rejoyse, 

Truly itis bur rationalro conceive there 
should: be a Providence to/preferve: fron! com- 
1m0n corruption, thoſe Bodies whothad been in- 
ſtrumental to many as of vere; and made 
a daily vittime by penance: For (ſince mortality is 
the effett of fn, there ought atleaſt be ſome= 
thing that hath the reſewblance' of immortality to 
attend tharBody, which hath mnch contribu- 
ted tothe Souls happineſs. "7 (0m 

Beſides, we believe our Bodies shall one 
day be glorified and veſted with immortaldges, 
it isfit then ſuch who have here led a /easirt 
were Angelcal, without any 'cofitamination 
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of ſenſual %, 2000 Should anticipate in ſome 
kind their future glorifged condition, and how 
can this better appear, than by imprinting a 
Sovereign vere in their extinguuhed eArhbes, ſince 
it is decreed a compleat glorification cannot ( un- 
leſs particularly diſpenſed with) be confers 
red till che miverſal Reſurrettion. 

This admirable operation given to their 

Earthly and livelcſs ſubſtance, as it isa Teſti- 
mony of their Souls felicuy, fois itno leſs to 
us a pledge the moſt dear we could have, by 
which we are aſſured of their watchful and 
coinpaſlionate care over us. {n fine, how 
powerfully are we wrought into the imita- 
cion of their {ves, when at their shrines we 
behold both Death and Nature vanquished, 
and the prodigious effects of humbled, pro- 
{irate Limbs a dechare, how precious the 
Death of Saints us inthe ſroht of God. 
-* - Thus our Holy Petitioner hath laid 
open unto us; Firſt, the Fabileys of mind which. 
fill a Soul united unto God by love and repen- 
| tance: Next, to compleat the Harmony, he 
tells us our. yery bones shall not want their 
portion of joy; that if they here be made bare, 
disjoynted, or broken, Almighty God ne- 
vertails to.{weeten thoſe rigours, by internal 
whiſpers and conſolations, which carry themon- 
to perſeverance in their. preſſures and debaſe- 
ments, 
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ments, and when Saints have once payed 
this debs to nature, then he O1VCS to the One__5 
part the immediate fruition of his Glory, 
and to the other he often communicates ſuch 
Soveraign vertues, that they are as it were 
certain previous diſpolitions to immorta= 


Iity. 
"Tis true, therelickot a Saint appearsbut a 


lump of & arth liveleſs, inanimate, and ({o isnot'ca- 
pable of joy, yet God making it the inſlrument 
of miraculous ctfeas, is thereby glocifycd, 


and what ever relates to his bonour 1s matter 
of exultatiom. Again, St. Paul ſaith, that every 
Creature oroans 3 that is , feels throwes, and 


looging dctires after-their Maker: If then 


theile reſentments be allowed to every Be- 
ing, much more ought we grant it to. the 


Sacred pledge of a Saints Body, in which. 


the Omnipotency, and other Divine attri= 
bures of God do ſoglorioufly shine; andhum- 


bled bones ſhall rejoyce. 
The eA pphicati on. 


Let us then ſo manage our r ſenſes i in this 


life, enſlaving them to the Lawes of reaſon, 
that after the short courle of their ſervitude, 


here, we may arrive to.that joy DE 


our Holy Petitioner. / , +, «ly. Amen. 
XR x Cn AP, 
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CHas, XIX 


Averte faciem tuam a peccatts mers, 
Turn away thy Face from my fins. 


4 , 


Hen Icaft my Eye upon this clauſe of 
'*the Petition, I cannot bur reflect on, 


ſhitty : 


we, 


cure and out of 


tft 


$8 yes, as. miquity is 'alwayes ac+ 
With amep1i7 of God,''and conſe: 
C i Kind of Pride, by which we va- 
ſu&otr own ſarfatibey ond his honour; 10 
ſm by a juſt punishment rthrowes us down 
below ourſelves; it firſt induces us to ations 
unworthy our reaſon,” and after that engage- 
ment, what Tyranny like to this uſurper : For 
a iBg SHAKeH off the/ear 0 6d, (who alone 
bught t6 bethe Obje@ of rhat paſſion.) we, 
OO cHE fear 'eyerythhio capable robe the 
et Of Sehfe; Of 1 ſadhil'; "1c 18 4 loud prom 
of our Crime, if. a Shadow 1t' 18 lome-Ams 
. $0 buſcado. 
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buſcado to ſurprizeus;- if the World beavil, * 
they are acts of flattery robeguileus,''it other- 
wile they are open hoſtilities raifed by Heaven 
to begin that vengeance which will be:con- 
tinued tocternity. 7 | 
Nay though the 4ſe of theſe terrours 
be taken away by. the reinfuſign of grace, yer” 
there is a kind of unſertledneſs within us 
which remains ever after, and is ready. to 
break forth upon every repreſentation. of 
paſt offences. Witneſs. our Holy \Ponitent 
whom but alittle before we have ſcen eleva\ 
red. with the aſſurance of joy a —— which 
was. toattend both his /puituatand corporal. fubs 
ſlance,, but naw glancihg upon; his- miſdeeds,} 
they appear.ſo ugh to; himpithat he believes 
its tmpoſiible thar-the unfpotted Eye of a 
Divinity can endure duchi atominations;; \wheres. 
fore.lcit he might again betavolved inthe, 
Fee fiphefraiiry, hepetitionerhadihie 
God may he averted from his'fins ; :asif the 
juſt, Fudoe of Mankindcould not makeareview 
of his ating, , without:layingabroadand re- 
viving the af {bes of his farmeroniition; i 7 1c 
'+2 Again pur Pettit giforcerly weighed 
that. God hath.a Qauntenance-of Fauſtice as 
well as mercy, ro diſpÞenſeunto; his Creatures; 
thayshould the former be gaft uponhim;” he 
wee loſt :; For who caniſtand the:Face o 
Tha IS 
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bis «Anger which is a conſuming fire, he knowes 
God is juſt, holy, nay purity and ſanity it ſelf, 
'tis not then credible he can have any com« 
placence toinjuſtice, for ſure he mult be of 
a depraved, and ſordid nature, that hath nor 
a diſdain of what is evil, hence after a/inis com- 
mitted, Almighty God ſuſpends no longer 
the ation of his Will, but paſſes judement upon 
itin himſelf, and proſecutes with hatred where he 
finds it, and truly fn deſerves his vengeance. 

Firſt, it deſtroyes Man who is his lively 
Imaze, and the moſt noble eAſaſfter-piece he 
hath framedin this World, and as a rare Artiſt 
cannot bur be incenſcd againſt him who 
ſpoils his work,. So God frowns at Sm, and it 
appears in his ſight more horrid and execra- 
ble than is the plague, Thunder, or the molt vene- 
mous beaſt unto the ſenſe of Man. 

But his indignation {tops nor at the Sin, he 
paſſes'on to the Simmer, who commits and 
admits..it within himſclf , him he abominates 
as onec-mfeted with the poylon of Sin, as one 
dixfured;, and grown up in ro a Monſter, as 
one who hath ſcorned the Empire of his So- 
veraign,, entertained his Enemy, tranſpreſl: 
cd, and rebelled againſt his holy Lawes. 

This tub; faith Laffantins, is the Sove- 
r1aizn baſis: of Religion, and Picty, for who . 
would: ferve God if he loved not his faithful 


Servants, 


71-7) "r"""—""—_— 
Servants, and chaſtized not:thole that ſcorr. © 
him; and innothing render that homage and 
reſpect which1s due to his greatneſs # Y 

Do but1magine (ſays a holy perſon) 
with whatimpetuotity a rapid fiream, that hath 
fora while been barricado'd up, doth at laſt 
finding a little paſſage break through and 
make 1ts way : ork thunderbolt-which for a 
time had been hemmed ina cloud, with what 
4 dreadful force it i(0lues forth, deſtroying what 
ever happens neer unto it : juſt ſo the anger 
of God, when not reſtrained by his mercy and 
patience, {ciles upon untortunate Souls, and 
inflicts immortal and endleſs vengeance upon 
them : this anger in the next life -will be im- 

 placable never to bemoderated in the vaſt ex-. 
rencof Eternity; for as their Souls will be 

Erernally contaminated with Sin, fo will - 
they be Erernally odious in the fight” of - 
God. | | 
From theſe confiderations our holy peni- 
tent grounds his Suit, and ſupplicates that 

| his face of juſtice way be averted from hinz Py 
for to be ſtrook with a million of thunderboks 
would appear but like a bony dew, if compa= 
red to the zerrow , which the angry looks of 
our great and good God will ſtrike into a 
Sinner. FE 3 
.  Turnawaythy face, that is, examinenotthy 

Yy book 
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book of accounts kept in thearchive of Eternity, 
where the debts of all Men are enrolled; 
if you will fot connive, and pals over our 
fins, burretain them in your ſight, and de- 
ſign their, diſcuſſion before your juſt tribunal ; 
alas, 'who will be able ro plead his cauſe; if 
che juſt Man shall with diffculty be ſaved, where 
can the impious Shrowd hts Head: St. eAuſtin 
pronounces wo, and deſolation to that perſon, 
whoſeife however pure and holy shall come 
ro be laid open and brought to the Teſt 
without the Mercy of God. 

Whileſt our Petitioner. thus contem<« 
plates the diſproportion of Man's juſtice with 
God's prerogative,” he finds himſelf as it were 
ina Labyrinth, and after many a pen/ive thought , 
how to divert the Eye of his diſpleaſure two 
Expedicnts occur. 'T he ozeby calling home 
his affetion to carthly things, and by diſown+ 
ingall thoſe contentments which before he had 
valued (beyond the Honow and (Glory of his 
God; by {uppreſling all inordinate paſſions, that 
they break noc forth and wander upon w1+ 
lawful objeffs : and when heshall have no att of 
mordination, to reproach him, butenjoy agquwet 
af Minde, which knows no diſturbancey 
unleſs what ariſes from the forms of repentance : 
In this poſture he hopes, the peaceful Eye.o0f 
God willbetakenupin beholding the change, 

KG wrought 
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wrought in him, an@ chat his vertices? ſay! 
ſerve asaveil caſt overthis 'finsy only HoBegs 
furcher chatwhen he Shall deſign him olavie, 
that he would not for alfthisplay the CONN) 
and-pry roo: narrowly; but rather the" iſe 
ſembler, as if he ſaw no farther chawhis PeVotlad 
 groans and tears; [088 
Sr. Bernard warrants  chils defien of our an 
nitent by his own experiente , ſaying, | 
[ tranſpreſſed, and thou aidſt f fetg n notto © offe fob 7 Zz 
forbear not my crimes, yet thoy Wy forvear thy chafliſe- 
ments, 1 prolonged, and per ſevered in'my mai, 3. and 
thou jo] Lord in tby pity. 89, &- > ole 
His nextſtratagemis to interþoſe the amabl 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt; . for if charity cover dmlts& 
tude of miquities, whata preſervative muſt this {as 
cred pledge! of: Heaven' needs prove; that 
propitiatorySacrifice prepared by 10-many ſufferings 
iSa ſhield of protection, a Sanftuary which! the 
Juſtice of God it ſelf canyor'force;' hence 
our Penitent exclaimed 3' reſpieein \fatiem Chriſti 
tw, that if the Head of Chriſt alt Crowned 
with Thor were interpoſed *twixt' God and 
2 Sinner, it would obſture' and Cloud' his 
guihineſs, that his all-ſeeins Bye cloggee'With 
benignity could not piercerhe travetſe, nor come 
to a ſurvey of his iniquities.”' Tum away thy face 
from my fins. 


' This aſſurance Nathan the Proplicr} gave 
him, 
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him, that his Sin was transferred, and charg- 
ed upon the Shoulders of that all- immaculate 
Lamb, who was to bear away the /ins of the 
World; it is then under this infnite oblation, | and 
univerſal expiation he $hrowds his failinss from 
the face of God. 111.91 v) 

St. Auſtin obſerves, in God not ro'take 
notice, imports the ſame thing as to pardon, 
nor doth the frequentproſperity of wickedpco- 
ple'shake this Truth, forevery their leaſt de- 
viation is regiſtred and reſerved till the laft bit- 
ter account they are to make, however they 
here run on without any ſtop, as if the 
Sage ruler of all things took no cogni- 
3ancec of their actions , and\which is done 
parhaps froma foreſight they will perſevere 
to theend inwickedneſs, and having performed 
acts of moral vertues, Godallowes them a little 
calmin this life. | 

. But in our ſenſe, when God paſſes over as 
undiſcerned our faults, he remits them with- 
out punishment, and ſo ſeems to have been 
4 ſtranger to our miſdeeds; but yethe never, 
doththis; that is; never turns away his Face 
from our ſins, unleſs we firſt turn our Faces 
upon them, placing them beftote our Eyes, 


. and. touched with a horrour at; their deformity, 


abjure, and proteſt againſt them; having 


done this, we muſt then expoſe that ab- 
? 14 [traft 
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firaft 'of wonders Chriſt Feſur before thei:E» 
rernal-Father , -that his >-wounded |bedy may 
ſerve as a bulwark to defend.us; and appeaſe 
his angry looks , which implics2the ayerfeon ot 
his Face, or fury from us. 1s 3t5lameo 

Our penitent havinginthismannetmade 
hisway, hc hopesthe efet will tolow!;. that” 

Godaverting his Face, -1n that act will give 
him an abolition of his «mes, thar fo: he may 
reap the fruirot a Holy penitential fear, (|; We; 
kow' St. Peter: fared not: the worſe; when 
prompred by a low efleemof himſelf , hexequeſt- 
ed his Lord to withdraw from: him hecauſe a 
ſamer : No morcdid the /good Centurion loſe any: 
thing, in acknowlddginghtslittleof merit to. 
have” his / houſe bleſſed, and niade happyby 
Chriſt's preſence : So our Penitent;s «jw re- 
ſpe in declining the Face of his Creatour, . 
| ſpringing from a ſenſeof hiszown pnworthis 
neſs;. and belzeving his /msan obje# unfitfor 
| an &ye ſo pure and unſtained, may perhaps 

draw benediftions upon him, and contributes 

ina large meaſure to his happineſs. Wherefore 


he goes on ſtill repeating, turn awaythy face from 
my /ans, 


The eApplication. 


From this diſcourſe we may learn the agita- 
Lz tion 


(182) 
tions>of x Saul which:hach once been de. 
filed with fn; lometimes he Figures' ;God - 
unto' him as awangry judge; and is aftrighted 
to appear betore'him,: then again as a purity © 
ſo complear and Eflential, that though he 
Should be conſcious of no! gwlt as having 
beets cleanfed, and washed as white as Snow; 
he dares not yet ſtand. to the! examen: Nay, 
on':the! contrary. it makes <him 'petition to 
have that face'\{which is the joy:of Angels) 
ro be/diverted from him : we:muſt then in 
tmirarion' of \our penitent tix only to this 
comfort; that humility, repentance, and reverential 
thought ,, thouph they keep us here depreſled 
and under hatches, wilLat laſt render that 
fee (we would: fiow , decline, through. the 
rerrovur- of our Sins ) amiable and pleaſnp into 
ourpolleſiion, whereon we may gaze, and 
feed" our glorifyed Senſes forall Erernity. 


. Amen, 
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Et onmes iniquitates meas dele, 
. eAndwipe avay all my indquities. 


gT « Cyril of «Alexandria ſaith, inthe {Wiki 
cation ofa {innerare required certain. pre- 
vious diſpoſutons, amangit which he reckons up 
faith, bope, repentance, and. fear :| | WhenceI con- 
ceive the apprehenſion of our. Holy Peni- 
tent; leſt God'should faſtenihis regards ups. 
on his iniquities mentianed in the preceed- 
ing verſe, was initiative; and preliminary 
to his preſcnt addreſs, ; Thathis iniquities-may be 
wipedapay, \\\ a \ 1 TEE 
St, eAuſtinholds itathing moſtrare, that 
any shoyld  cxabrace, ( brifian - Religion, who 
have. not firſt;received within them an im- 


l 


preſion of the fear of God. 
That the iniviiee became Penitent, and 
Shrowded themſclves under. a veil of Sack> 
doth, and 4(hes:; The only cau/e was a fear of ven- 
geance threatned them by the preaching of 
04s. 
-- St. Hierom upon the Firſt Chapter of Ma: 
lcbyſayes, behold O Lord how the fear of puniſhment 


diveris 


—_— : 

diverts us from evil , and that the priviledge of being © 

your ( bildreneriſes from a ſervile apprehenſion. 43 

E- Our Penitent was nor ignorant of this, 

' when after a aread conceived of God's juds- 
ments, he immediately proceeds (as if pre- 
pared by that terrour) to demand. an abolition 
of his crimes. Wipe away my miquities. 

Beſides he here explicates himſelf more 
full that in caſe hedo procutt the Face of 
God to be averted, *hen'lie is conrftdent,/ the. 
ſequel will be an expulſion *of fin by grace, * For 

' it were abſurd that fairs, hve, andotherqua- 
lities inherentz shovld be neceffary todif- 
poſe us for pardon, and 'yet the?formal effef to 
be extrinſecal, and a juſlice not-ours, butim- 
putedrous. St. Pauldefides this in hisEpi- 
ſtle rothe Colefians. Chriſt bath freed us fron the 
power of darkneſs and transferred us into the Kingdom: of 
the love of bs Son. Where youſecethe infifion 
of juſtice (by which a Man beegmes pious) 
ſucceeds to the Remiſſion off, by which 
we ceaſe tobe impicy, and juſtias thee fir by 
the ſame ray of the Sun, hath*not only its 
darkneſs expelled, but alfo is filled with Teþr: 
ſorhattmue Souof Juſtice communicating un- 
to Man his divine grace, doth at once by this 

gift diſperſe the Clouds of fin, and reple- 
nish him with the ſplendour of inherent Fun 


lice. | 


The 
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nw0bÞ be fame A poſtitiag Rule crakewayw 
all doubr in this point; {ayinguubd degra 
ofied: 2 riffuſed 1t020drt beantes ty _— 
whoY gem; 1andchat anomafiikd iff 

chivihoxc maytbappehyoSt. edufinexplicatcs 
it inthisStnfer! herckunn of Gbdos fainh 30 ll 
our bearts; not with thahloveby which bei. lowes wud wud 
bythatby whichmelce bins 116 is quite in chis faun Y 
tain of love, which tprings within us; what 
over: flowing, | ſtreams ar ite. 1 rg; Qhriftis/do- 

0acens: in theſe we are. washed, weifred 
ſandtity.cdzand maderuit zi by this: regen; 
ration we rare {aid tai become 4m (Groture'; 
and from an Znemy purchale; the tilagf bes: 


v 


? . 
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ficed unto-Godivithallche citcurmſtances of 


homage due. -untaa fupreamBeing ::«Wogh! 
juſtin that he; gaveicredin: uttoGad,:;.francd) 
Msjudgements, and obeycd his ca ds; 
St, Luke affirms: Zachary and Eligabeth'to be juſt; 
from their, compliance, and obedience to 
Divine precepts; ſo:thar'it is clear the. Prin= 
cplegf theirjuſtification wassnberemy, aridghat 
nothing extrinſick or imputative can;bethe 
formal cauſe: of our aftions, for if not:iifſu-, 

Tm | Aaa ing 
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mg from ſomething within LS We.cannoto wn. 
thenrto be own: ©! TIT a7, 4 1 By 4 
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..\Qur\Holy Penitent filled with\fupcrnatu 
xal:ilyfQtarions,” was not a: ftranger ro Divine 
Laweoieftablished in order toMan's wnverfier: 
Whrreforc:he knewwell his Petition; 1© 
have bi iniquitizs flrook off, 1nrvolved the gift of 
grace by whoſepower atong they were to be 


deſtroyed. | 
-< "owl even Natural Reaſon will lead us to 
tha Frach, for juſtification is a motion from fiu'to 
jufticep1whence irs name is derived, as calefa- 
Hiontrom beat: Nowit 1s cvident to expel} cold, 
will wot be rliought> avejation, unleſs: they 
quality: of heat be introduced; So the bare 
rexu/ow:of fs cannot amount to an aft of 


juſtifcation, without the conſecution of Fu» 


e, whichis the Znd, wetend tointhis mo- 
tt Ons- - 76 I'969 { | 
"., Beſides, :juffifcation' is not beſtowed on us 
by\God mecerly to avoid punisment, it is de- 
ſigned as wellro fiusfor Po rewards, 
this St. Paut teſtifyes ad Rom. 8. ThatGod plo- 
rifyes whom he hathjuſtifzed; of which glory a ſol 
abfolution cannot be the Subje7, fincenoperſon 
by a judicial:fentence clearing him from gui, is 
thought by that to merit a 7evard, but to 
exchange the condition of an enemy for that 
of a friend, of a domeſlick, nay of a childe, this 


mult 
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_ _niftneods|be 'wronght:by! (oawthing'midre 
- thanabarccondition. 001361929 119513 
-:( I this Spar ies ha mitt 
allythe infufonof juſtifying. grate;! alUivineguas 
lity A Acot Sauk; hich like 1bright 
rayof.the Sa d\fpevifes albrhe'r©Tlouds'ef/ia, 
before who(eipreſencerwithour ammitlcls\1t 
cannotſubfit.oneforrynoment tclt lkowle 
ericlines the!Soub ro0/fhanudifrs, and fiom 
that ſource go floyghli/the'rinorouw) He prone 
«vas, we perform ©: Foras'firexpelts' juſftite, 
beitig:oppoſite to habirmud grace p"not'only by: 

way af privation;. but \ronra#iety 5'$o a trols at 
ot love oppoſes habitual fin; , amdiby a Ot Tra- 
ry-working)} as an'effdem waſe deſtroyes-it. 
Whence infufon of grace;- andabletion of frido as 
infallibly ſucceed roſuch'ama@ of love;' as 
the.infuſion'of aratiomal ſoul inro a Body after 
| bumane: generation. T fius our Petitioner likes 

a quaint Pen-marn; fo couthes his demandf, 
astoccomprize inthem much more than{the 
ktterſcems to expret(s:; Wipe avay all my iniquities. 
This word al.is empharick;;vand expreſſes 
with ſome exerpy adefire not.only to haves 
thoſc ſins which appear before him, and: re- 
proach his mpratitue, to be remitted! :' But 
alſo what ever are ſctupor bur ſcore inthar'ieter- 
nal Book of accounts; and contracted by 
him, cither through ignorance, inadvertence, or 

« oblivion, 
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(188) f 
oblivion; in nagdiſchanging wh 2Uldowed for 
their expiation. = £01:60c5 023d | nay » 

Our. Petitioner: had moaſon'to addiithis 

Particle; and:frame bis-Pecitionodulhy aft, 
reflect upon! whdtSofomar (aas! Jixh81 
That all things conseruhilg. aridtberNfÞ fad hate Bewwgpt 
up in doubts and nnceriaimicy Not JeqrtraFountiind 
whethet markgoutropriufbnen, for revardriFon 
were therc any:means\tathisetirovery,.the 
benefits of. God would dayoit apen;''yerwe 
find theſe indiſcrimindtely diſpenced rathe 

juſt ahd,impiew,, to preiedvo ſomein bumilay., 
he. loads them withi.offiflionggrileſt: behers 

Should deſpair; he fills them ich ahundantion- 

folations ;- tomehe draws by the [are of temporal 
blefingt» lo robwoly, them up fromweſpair; orin 
rewardof ſome moral vertue;; othets he ſtceps 
inthe bitterneſs; of wants anddiſgraces,. to 

ttopithe Carrcer of pride;' and exceſs. and by a 
paternal correftion he preſentsafi = 

_ nity by which they are oitherdeterred-fwom 
ſin, or may ſacisfy inthislife for their trank? 

greſions.,, Sometimes again ' the doom of 

puniſhment begins-here which 1s to laſt foriey- 
 nity;\. fa that neither adveyſty, not proſperity.give 
us anybebt.into theſtato\of Men's .conſciencer; 
whence; | our Pcnitent,; fearing loft:any uns 


kaown, guilt, may ſtain;his Soul, petitions. 


that all bisniquities may be takgnawayil1 15411 (01165 
ett 1 Fn St. 
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(189) 
St. Paul confeſſes after a ſeyere'inquilt- 
_ tionof himſelf rhough he found no'matrer 
of accuſation, yet he durſt nor truſt ro hisown! 
jwſlifcation; knowing well, the judgmentsof 

od and eMenarec very different, and 'if we 
groap ſo muchin our own concerns, what mad< 
nels uponevery ſlight conjecture, and ſur< 
miſe, to pals, ſentence of condemnation upory 
our Xeighbour : T his favours not- the'Sparis 
of an eApoſile who would havenoorher Um< 


pire than Chriſt the true ſearcherot hearts; and 
the ſame maxime was fixed 'in'6ur Holy Peni« 
tent, who not daring to ſecure himſelf from 
all imputations, cryes out; wipe away all my 
iuiguities that no Jim, upon'what accotint- cone 
tracted, may eſcape the Seal of God's pardon. 
How many have been ſeen who beheld 
themſelves withan Eye of ſatufaftionas patterns 
of innocency , as poſſeſſing within themſelves 
the treaſure of grace, to a great proportion; and 
| yet brought to the Teſt were found. empty Yeſ= 
ſels, and paor Objects of fraikyand malice. St. 
Petertold his bleſſed Maſter he was ready to' 
attend him unto Priſons, nay, evento Death 
itſelf; but the event proved he had not they 
Ground-work of ſuch a fortitude within him. Sr. 
Paul whilſt he played the fierce Lyon, preying 
upon the Blood of Chriftians, believed all 
his fames wereenkindled by a juſt zealof God's 
Bbb Holy 


. (190,) bs | 
Holy Lawes, and how. do we know butma- | 
ny, ations of ours may proceed from a groſ; 
zpnorance, Which wilt not render us incxcu+ 
fableat the latter day; what greater Evidence _, 


_ of integrity than-.to Sacpgitice fe in; any cauſe; 


and yer this we have ſeen done on either (ide 
of twiq, opinions diametrically oppoſite. to 
each other:,.Both theſe propoſe unto them< 
ſelves Almighty God above all things amiable 
as the; mative of-their ſufferings, yet without 
diſpute one of the two muſt needs be involved 
inawr,and jo thetotal privation of grace: Hhw 
juſtly then dath our Penitent ( ſuſpending all 
Judgement of. his condition.) beg that all his ini- 
quities may be:takenaway ; that if he have 
not-perfed af); he may.obtain it, if /he 240, 
aſtray, he toay;bs; reduced into, the righr path, 
tf; in carkgeſe.he may, be-filled with light, and 
Goce we arc 2myonotour ownftate, and that 
Gad hath reſerved the xnowledee of this Truth 
to himſelf,” hes reſolved in þis petition ne- 


ver to amitithjselauſe; Et onnes miquitates meas 


ale, end wipe away all my iniquities. 
' os \ | | | | 


ett 301 fu ihe eApplication. 


kt :iIn-purſuance of this deſign Wcearcin regard 
of;our.own infirmity, and: indiſpoition never to: 
Eulhour ſelves in ſeavity, ſince God's promiſes 


F Tan) | 

-in order. tothe remifilon of - Ain on our, 
paroSharwobe warthily dilpe <lforrhvees 
ceptian of-the Sacratms: : Nam ioihavean ins 
fallibſe, aſſurance of this; fzed diſpgſtion; or tharwe 

arenot. guilty of ſome ſecrecprige;. ſome mortal. 
fn undiſcayered, ſormeingrdinate Geaving tothe. 
Vorld and thelike,, is by God's Providence 
locked up in his own. Brealt; \{o to:-keep us 
humble, wary, and in. fear © this fudgments-2 
Wherefore all we have ro.db,;:15tohopeins 
themercy of God, in;the merits of Qhrift's'paſlic 
on,/ and efficacyof the Sactamenrs, and :then 
conclude with, the ſame Prayenof. our Peni= 
tent; that all '\our defeFs: and\trenſtrefionswhe- 

ther known or conegaled:rous.may be Wotted 
-] Io5 varoh W IH 9 IE IL | 
13 1201 IQ id iv IF \ Ao In 3 EMHY% N=) 


SSL TPP * 4 EY | ty © Ta © Ls .N 
( 1131 rTAUy, IA? J\\\l 8 4 a \# 3.43; ! JUL: 
- e . . - 


we \Fy AP 0000 nA 30 

OY! > 02 ual 9013 10 m89\ of11 
WP Ab4 Ton ind ine Den, TRI \\ hy 

F reate ame 0 gad «corn ara 
QY: Holy Sade in a Ten precedent 
Verſes, wig ike an open Cry by 
way of de faltation hadſtill deſfive ht be 
rogues into ſhape, by cutting off all all choſe 


Excreſcencies 


(1929 
 Excreſcencies, which made him monſtrous in 
God's Eye : Now he petitions ( believing 
his whole frame vitiated,.- and unfit for his 


him, and new materials inſerted inthe whole ſiry- 
ture. Inordertothis, he frſl moyesto haye 
a clean heart created in him; this shews him_ 
a wiſe, and bold beggar, that wtll nqt be con- 
tent with ſcrapps, but askes a meaſure which 
may enrich, and enable him to give ro his 
Benefaftour : For this addreſſc implyes a refor. 
mation of all the faculties of his Soul, the Scr;. 
pture expreſſing frequently by the name of 
Heart both the underſtanding, Will, and «Memo- 
ry: Sothatalltheſe oncepurityed, and adorn< 
ed with-innogence, he will be able to produce_, 
Heroick, afts of faith and hope; and the daily jn- 
fluence of divine favours (till rifing in his ima- 
#ination, muſt needs enkindle flames of Chariry 
- within him. 

St. Hierom . compares //anttifying grace with 
the eſſence of the Soul, foras the powers, and na- 
_ tural faculties (which are the inſtrument of ati- 
on ) flow from the eſſence: Sofromgrace are di- 
{tilled into the powers of the Soulall thoſe vertues 
by vvhich they are moved andicarryed on 
tolwhatthey at. Grawthenis like a new Be- 


ing vvhich elevates eAfſanabovehis natural con- | 


dition, and purs him into acapaiity of poſleſling 


deſign ) that a new model might bedrawn up-of 


God 
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God who is his ſupernatural end;and by eons 


ſequence iroughtlikea noble Que beatrends 
ed with a train of infaſed habiff off Vertites : 


The. Theological 'furnish! as w1 ch 'vinzrto- fly im 
aſtraight Line unto God; thE'Cardimal fet' us 
inajuft comportmentof holineſt towards our 
Neighbour, 'and our ſelves: Nay,'when Sanftis 
fng Grace shall no more be clggged wi thithe 
Maſs of the Body, and relicks'of /;\her aft 
opcration will be to produce unto us the'cear 
viſion of God, accompanied with' beatifick love 3 
for the eſſential parr of grate istheſameEthing 
with Glory, and only 4diftinguished like to 
what 1s perfe&,' from 'that which islefs per. 
fect, 'or as a thing begun' fron what 1s fis 
nished:-and complear: «< mes AE! 
This Saniifying Grate then is the fountainour 
Penitent thirits after, 'for the purifying his 
Hearr, and if once washed in this ſtream hey 
may juſtly call ita dean'beart, witneſs the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel Chap. 6. [/ will ſhower down upon you 
a pure water, and 1 will. cleanſe you from all your iniqui- 
ties, If this ſtain conſiſt ina perverſe ation 
unretracted, Sanfifying grace recalls this e 
action by an habitual converfron unto Go 5 and 
ſubmiſfion to his Holy Will. If it ſpeak an offence 
to God, orace repairs this immry, and makes 
that injurious Action no more volumary: If hig' 
wlineſs ſpring trom an emity with God, grace 
Ccc appealcy 
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(694) 
appcaſcs all his anger, -and changes it intoa 
love of complacence as a neceſlary ettect ; not that 
to'loveus he hath any aeed, butbccauſe a Soul 
enriched with Graces ju/t, and rigbteous, and 
whilefſt it is in ſucha condition, God: can: 
-not but delight himſelf in an objec ſo worthy 
anddeſcrving. If his deformity involves an- 
obligation to eternal puniſhment , grace clears all 
that ſcore, raiſing a Soul to that degree asshe 
is worthy of Heaven :. Now 'tis 1mpoſlible 
that being in aſtate capable of enjoym? him, 
She can be lyable to ach a debt, whereforey 
there 1s nothing 10 hideous, and abominable 
ina /mner, whichgracedoth not deſtroy. T hus 
you ſee what an expedient our Holy Penitent 
hath pirched upon to arrive by it to his de- 
feened purity, and it he obtain his demand, hey 
knowes his work 15 done; that is, the operation 
of grace is {o infallible, as the effet is not to 
be hindred: For it is not poſlible thata Soul 
at tbe ſame time can be innocent, and guilty, 
holy, andimpious; have a Right to Heaven 
and lyable to eternal death: So that being once 
drowned in this purifying Ocean, he receives a 
pledge of all the felicty that cither the naturey 
ot eAngelsor e Menis capable off. 

But it may be objected, that our Petiti- 
onet may fall- short of his expeftation even. 
though he obtain his demand: For we ſcema- 


ny 


C195) j ; 
ny holy habits introduced. with. grace, to: lye as 
dead-withinus; no wayesdiſpoling usfſenſi- 
bly to ſupernatural ations ; Nay on the contrary, 
that perſons ſocnriched areofren diſturbed, 
and haraſſed with the infolenges of pervetſes 
inclinations: Now the reaſonof this is, that 
the effects of Grace are ſpiritual, and without 
the Sphere of ſenſe, ſo that theſe ſupernatural ver- 
ter being of a quiredifferent-rank from the 
vitious propen/zons of Our corrupt nature , they do 
not by their preſence neceſſarily deſtroy 
them. This pojrtion our” Penitent admits, 
knowing that God obliges nor himſ{elt ro 
communicate unto every Seoul all kind of ſu- 
pernatural vertues as a neceſſary dependance on Santi= 
finggrace ; but that he diſtributes to ſomemore 
to ethers leſs, 1n reference either to their wart, 
their diſpotion, or the Series of his Holy Pro + 
' vidence, which deals the meaſure of his favours 
according to his will. . 

Having weighed all this, he recolleQts his 
thoughts as to hs own particular, and remembers 
how before he defiled himſelf with fin. God 
had witneſſed a ſatisfaction in the choice of 
bim, making him the objeff of his moſt ob= 
liging /beralities, next, he conſiders that when 
God is pleaſed to {ign his pardonand letters of 
grace unto a fnner, he doth not only free him 
from eternal puniſhment for what is paſt, but re= 


ſtores 
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ſores all the treaſwre he had hoarded upin the 
fſanſhine : of his favour , nay more, conferres 
an addition of grace 1n chat'very pemtential af by 
which he concurs with his merciful call : 'S0 
that he hath reaſon to hope if he purchaſe a 
clean heart , that-1s, if it be ſprinkled with 


now ſtupified in the miſts of fn, willreceive 
its. wontcd tmrradrations, his will born down- 
with the weightofearbly affeFions, will breath 
forth again amorous languiſhments after eternal de- 
; lights; his memory which now records the ugly 
* - ſpecies of ſenſual pleaſures, will be taken up inthe 
 bolyentertainments of a ſpiritual life, and in ſequel 
oft this, he thinks itnot preſumprion to be- 
lieve, he shall: find himſelf in the ſame, if 
not better condition than before his fa; and 
in poſſeſſion of all thoſe precious titles the Dj- 
vine Oracle had once pronounced of him. 
This meditation puts him upon great reſolves 
how to preſerve, and improve the purity he ſues 
for, that it may more ſtrictly unite himto God 
who is his fnal end, his hope, and beatitude; 
wherefore every moment he redoubles his 
petition. ( reateinme O Godadean heart. 
Another motive of this his Petition is, 
in that the heart is the ſource of all evil : *Tis 
from thence that Homicde, Aduhery, Theft, and 
| other ſins ariſe, which gave'occaſion unto 
* many 


the dew of ſandifying Brace , his underflanding 
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many great wits to aſſerr,- that imernal tranſoref: 
ſronsalone were punished by God, and-it at 
anytime the ſcourge of His ' anger ſeems to 
fall-heavy upon external afts, "1c was meerly 
upon the ſcore of bad example, whoſe conſequences 
are for the molt part very pernicious ta Mans 
kind. Befides, as the heart is the fountain of 
all evil, ſo isit noleſ(s of all good: For'the> 
goodneſs and malice of evVcry ation, conſiſts m 1ts 
conformity with reaſon, which rule cannot be 
ſquared out by external a#s, becauſe the power 
that ſets them on work, cannordiſcern whe= 
ther the objef be ſutable to reaſonor no. This 
alone belongs to the wnderſtanding, andin ſe 
quelro the ill, by-whoſedireCtion itisled: 
It is evident then thaton the motion of the> 
heart C which expreſſion comprizes the three 
faculties of the Soul as I ſaid in the beginning 
depends rhe blame, andypraiſe of whatſoever 
we do: For that anaf#ioz may be ſaid tobey 
of Man; the underſtanding muſt frft give its ap= 
probation, by which he doth it knowingly; 
next, thewillis to make its eletion, and in that 
owns irs /tberty: Laſtly, the memoryis for the 
moſt part filled with various Images of Ter- 
reſtrial Objects, by which it ſolicits the will 
to vain and bad deſires, ſo that, if theſethree 
be reformed, he queſtions not but to deface all 


the ' fantomes and repreſentations. of this 
Ddd World 
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World which have led him ſo aſtray, and 
by a total diverſion from all that is Earth, .to 
repoſe quietly.in God: That then his under- 
flanding may receive the irradiations of aholy 
light, his will be conſumed jn the flames of a 
pure love, his memory ſtript of all che ſpecies of 
vain objets, he inceſſantly repeats : Create in 
me O Godaclean heart. 

St Gregory ſay es that Abel's Sacrifice was 1o 
highly acceptable unto God in that he had 
firtt offercd up the ſame in his heart; ſo that 
it was notthe beſt of his flocks, but the devotion 
of his heart, which ſer a' value upon that ation. 
Again, the gloſs fayes,_it is not the loudueſs of 
the voice, but the /ovingneſs of the heart which 
ſounds ſweetly in God's Ear; ſo that if you 
ſtrike not upon this ſtring, and according to 
thoſe notes which our great eMMuftiian hath (et 
down, you will butgarr, and make a diſmancy 
ungrateful ro your Creatour. This our Ble(- 
ſed Saviour ſufficiently hinted in St. «AZ at- 
ther, when he ſayes, They honour me with their 
lips, but their heart is far fromme : Which imports, 
that though our Lips, Eyes, Hands, and eve- 
Ty other part ſpeak Sanftity and Holineſs; yet” 
if our Heart that great Wheel give not motion 
to the reſt, the End will be nothing but diſ+ 
order and confuſron. 

Iris ſtoried of St. Catharine of Sienna, that 
reading 
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reading this yerſer, of Davit' ,,she'petitio- 
ned fora new heart, believing her own tobe 
defiled with Sin ; for her {oe repreſented 
to her cvery the /eaſt defet as a monſtrous defor- 
mity::. The iſſue of this her Addrefs was, thar 
(hnſt our Lord appeared to her, opened 
her breaſt, rook our her heart ;- and thus-lefx 
her heartleſs, but not hopeleſs; in this plight 
she continued ſomedays, when her amorons 
maker returns, andfills rhe void place he had 
left with his ownbeart: O happy exchange, ſo 
that for ever after this bleſſed. Saint was wont 
to conjurc our Savicur, that he should have 
carc of his own heart: if then St. Catharine pro= 
ſecuting the form of anothers petition met 
with ſo good. ſucceſs, have we not reaſon to 
conclude the like amorous enterchange befel our, 
holy prophet , eſpecially if we refle& upon . 
what God:ſayes of him , that he had found a 
eMan according to by own heart, that is , who 
in all things follow the motion and impulſe 
of that heart I gave him : But conceivcthis . 
Exchange in the Legend of St. Catharine is not” 
underitood to be Phyſical and real, the moral 
is, when Goddeltroycs ina ſinners heart the 
foul Characters he there had forged, he 
takes his pencil, marks it for his own, draw= 
ing upon it his divine gifts and favours; whence 
Ot. Ambroſe ſayes, atthe latterday the "am 
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of a ſinner will be tothave blotted out the, 
fair [mages of innocence and {mplicity of heart; "de. 
lineated by the Hand' of God, and 'm rhe 
Room to have ſet up his own -dol of ſhameand 
vanity, leſt then any of thoſe hideous ſpeQres 
may appear at that dreadful Tribunal .he 
now implo res, that the Table of his hears, as 
yet capable of other impreſſions, may be 
'run o're with'the ſtrokes of his mercy: To this 
end he crycs ; Create inme O'God aclean heart. 

When the'eMachabees had regained the 
Temple of Sm, their reſolution to detroy 
the »Altar prophaned by eAntiochur was com- 
mended, becauſe all. their Ceremonies of 
7231 © RG whilſt che e4/arſtood; could ne- 
ver have washed away the opprobry of that con- 
tamination. 

Our holy penitent was fixed on the ſame 
principle, for beholding his ſoul contami- 
nated. by his tranſereſsions, his whole contri- 
vance is, that there may be no witneſs extant, 
' Nor any eAſonument remain of his infideli- 
ty, wherefore he begs a rioeation, or rather 
ſuch aproduttion of habits oppoſit to what he 
had contracted, as it might not appear the 
ſame thing: He would not have it created 
anew, ( forhe knew it tobe incorruptible, and 
immortal_ butthat. God would daign ſo to 
renew it, as it might fecem anew (ration; for 

ro 
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to reſtore 1t:to.its fofmer abndition, of-itro 

. cenc;'wasalloneas tonmrad its, that whereas 
beforc hisbeart was like a World without a Sim, 
excluded both from bght and: heat, nowupgn 
this tranſmutation it might become more pure, * 
than. Snop}» whiter: than eAdik, and more 
beatitiful than thepoliſbed Saphir: Thatwhere- 
as beforc it was like a City burnt, Jackgd, and raſed 
rotheground; for the future it mightprove 
a forreſs impregnable againſt all the Worlds 
allurements. 'T hat whercas before it was likes 
habitation deſerted and made a refuge only for 
Toalls, Spiders, and Snakes ; hereafter it mighe 
ſerve asa Temple for the HolyGhoſt, attended 
on with arctinuc of ſupernatural-and moral vere 


tur, , That whereas before. he had not Byes 


but to pre into the faults of others, for they 
timeto come he fnight be quickeehied only to 
diſcern his own miſdeeds. Laſtly, whereas he 
had left God to follow fn, and at the ſame 
time became as it were a ffranger to himſelf, 
now heſues for adean bear: that, he may reco= 
ver- himſelf, and ſo return to his God,. ho. 
pihg like the Prodigl Son to find ſome little, 
Corner of retreatin his Fathers houſe; though 
itbe but inthe nature of ahwreling. Theſe are 
his aims, and which he awaitsas the efefs of 
his eAZetamorpboſed beart,he knowes on its tem- 
per depends the conliſtence of {/vertves, and 
| Eec ify 
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if rhatYophdacion be well daid,, cirwillbe the 

more {&Kure tor: him-to recntei cis formes | 
| poffeſSion.- "He 1s-not likew ife- iemorunt;' that of 
41 the#p5ftt wherewithy God hinkJennobled 
' Man; &t'is not only. 0uyibeart hewenntts inves 

quital; hencet\is-char the Eveiy of Mlankyrid 
layes' al1'his barges parciculacdy'againftur; 
Monet that St.'C bryoftone latins there is 
ASPIHY ation,” Gity, 'or Perſon.in the wholey 
world; againſt whom formany deans are:ſet 
89 Foot both by bpen farce and meathery,' as: ate 
machin zted 2ga1 nft a poot dittrefſed heart and 
«hich is yer more deplorable, that moſtof 
its Examnit are hetched; and trained upwirh+ 
mi#9own'Brexft, who like rheVipertears a» 
fandePthe'wonibthat bare them. Beſides, they 
arc ll @med:compleatly againſt ir, while 
this 4/rlant to preſerve iticlf againſt ſoma» 


fy Hirpyes indwavenou}/Pelver, hath nothing 
butz poor», and\thisweakned'extreamly 
erf&&bled 'bY "original fir31o'thatimany times 
rriyf6 dverpowred, whar-by the: charms of+abs 
frfti\ prefented ro' her, what bytheir. impor; 
nity' \irxd "near ' approath \ that unable ro make 
any'ofe/ive,- nay, orſo 'nivich as defenfie yar's 
MH1sheean doy'is todiſowiand diſavasany con 
plianee,” proteſting againſt the violence of 
all her»#minous paſſons, Tiytheſe diftreſſes our 
Penitetit Knew well it was necdllary to have 
"23 L | pl 


KHarnieit7f diet tl adhere ftesdeon that perb 

dv A Ati duamiiariibrigfhty fig 7 
+»My arfivedrinideratoptr Tel 
farms adlvalk otyiich iflich face os! if 
c kemeadfnabighayt 4antoitedoigbobtiiier 
and ghough uſually this happineſs is not pur- 
chaſed burby a long tra&t of wmvearied praftiſe, 
yet God can ſupply all this by a ſuperabundant 
Collation of his Grace, and with theſe hopes, he 
confidently and inceſſantly tunes forth, create 
in me O Godaclegphegit. 4 x n 9 
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wemult xttendiothe frariinefiauryntiiuin, 
br leans material ting; Loaf 
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IL156y}dent they progeedfiowdhenrt fathis 
one! jthF -and- ; &afdecandHf{irefvvnn: 
his proving Opirit, > SM advftitiiayies) Was 
| berewardedziarguriched! acoording tithe 
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not his Sap, (nog likewilg:didberkiſe-bis me» 
MW: ccaule Ik.1sthe.{rc weitk/gebdhef which 


reſides in the inferiour and exterioura#, and ifthe 


one be gbſiradted, thiviakesbateff dhct/fcene 
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Juetotheorher; jofths the Sevis ill Seitalag 
thougha ( lad-ſomecrimes hinders rhe effet] of 
hisbrionr © Lietus bleſerherefore our good God 
who po Tons np — re, and let 
A4:fooſe that alwaygsready for his ſervice.” ' 
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Et Spiritum reftum innova inviſceribut mew, | 

_ Andrenew in my Bopels aright ſpirit. . 
"1k Holy/Penizem in; this chauſe keeps the 
JS methodeftviePrtitioner,. having an Eye 
not:only to hispreſent ſuccour, butalſo how to 
ſertle a conflant ſuppl :-For to have 1mplored 

adean beart would avail him little without a ſen- 
tineland guard to protef& this fountain from'im- 
pureihands: Hewas not ignorant that the wil 

152 bhnd facultythatmaſtbe direted, where- 

forehepetitions herein behalf of his wter- 
$ ſlandino, that it may receive thoſe hoberwhich 

'* are neceſlaryfor his condaf? in all-the ofcur- 
F- Prove of thislife. © Renew in my Bowelr a right 
nite. + x y 15 ta 913 29 2920171 
- +This ſpirtualreflizude conſiſts initwo heads, 
co 
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to wit, faith and morality 2 The faſt- rea | y 


what WEOWero God, the other what 1s due to 


our Neighbour and our ſelves 3; the firſt. diſco= | 


vers unto us the perfett:ons,and attributes of God, 
and of theſe gives us a moſt certain knowledpe 
not lyable ro any -errour, becaule, it zs 
orounded on the Teſtimony of God, which is 
more infallible than our reaſon, ſenſes, or appari= 
tions of the dead. oy 
Now that this certitude in matter of Faith 
ought to be of all things molt unqueſtion- 


able, iscvident: For Man is obliged topre- 


fer God: before all created things, to {et a 
value upon the works of his ſervice beyond:any 
proper intereſt of riches, honour, nay of life, which 
is frankly to be exp8lſed in defance,ofall the 
erueltier that can be ipflifted,, rather thayyto 
fail in the {eaſt uttle of what Fauh-preſcribes as 
due to our Creatour::It were:then very;ſe. 
vere we should be tyed to forfeit what is 
moſt precious to us in this. Woeld ,' and;te 
ſuſtainthat which we moſt abhar, andallthis 
tor athing that is duþipu, angriqin, and, lyeble 
tocrrour.. Whereforeimall reaſonithe fropr 
ledge \wie hayeiby Faith ought £9 be the moſt | 
depurated_from, droſc\ef+ deubt;4j QC-vacillation, x 

Now-what-can be mort! ſecuse; and latisfay. 

cory than to betaught,by Godyhimfelf,jjn-, 
ſtructed by hisword and revelgwanywhoſisa ſus 
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pream wverity afid cannor'reveal a' falſhood, and 
which is conveyed unto us by the Church, who 
is the immediate receptacle of Drvine truths; ſo that 
itis inconceivable how any expedient could 
| be found more efficacious toquiet the minds 
of Men in relivious duties than this of Revelation. 

In other vertues God ſeems to treat with 
us familiarly, and as equals, laying down rea- 
ſonto move us to embrace them; bur-in mat- 
cer-of Faith he playes the Sovereign, he com- 
mands, forbids, threatens, promiſes, and 
delivers things which ſurpals all imaginati- 
on, and this without any evidence, or reaſon of 
their: exiſtence; now though at the firſt 
olance this proceeding feems harsh, yer ſc- 
riouſly,weighed it will be found a ſtroke of his 
gobdneſs; for whilſt we belicve amid(t theſe 
Clouds and obſcuriry, it ſpeaks more loud 
af a@ of our freewill which is the ſpring of me= 
rit, preſuppoſing the exiſtence of grace: For if 
where we moſt contradict our fclves, there 
iS 2 Subjeft of greatermerit, certainly in nothing 
Man doth more deveſt himſclf of his incdina- 
tion chan in affof Faith; for he renounces his 
natural way of knowledge by reaſon, and'ſenſe; 
he Sacrifices his under [landing to God's {imple 
»ord,' and believes all the greatneſſes and wonders 
of the Divine'Being, and my/teriow works, mecrly 

beczulc behatbjeid | | —"_ 
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'Our Holy Penitentdefirousto beirradi= Ihe 


ated with theſe unerring notions,” petitions that 
a right Spirit may be reſetled in him,.for 
ſuppoſing Man's Znd or Beatitude, which is 
to know, ſerve, love, and glorify God iti all E- 
ternity; we mult in order to this end raiſe 
our underſtanding and affetions to objes which 
outſtrip the power gf ſenſe, and exceed'thes 
reach of gur natural reaſon; the as of Religi- 
on by which we pay our duty'to God, bein 
ſupernatural,anid juſtly proportioned to Beatitude _ 
to whichthey tend ; now Manef bimſelfwith=. 
out ſomelightfrom above,cannot frame any 
ſupernatural a4, of himſelf he knowes not” 
what homage and ſervice is due'to his Sovereign 
eMonarch, nor with what Sacrifices he ought to | 
appeaſc. his anger, and pay the tribute of thanks , 
and adoration, . wherefore he begs, thathehim- 
ſelf would teach himand be his Maſter, that 
he may not like rheGentiles follow the. yain- 
4Zamens of ſenſe, butſcrve him ashe would 
be ſerved, and in'that manner as might be 
moſt agreeable to hisdivinewillwhichhe ball 
infallibly perform ifhedajgrito ill him with 
_ Tight Spirit; and renew-1n-mhy bowelr'4 right 
is > Ic: vin dark clot otro 
” But whilſt he ſucs thar rhiis Spiral guid- 
ing:of Truth may beiinfuſed-inro- his/bowels, 
thatis diffuſed through! the whole eALan, - 
i UC 
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ſuchiſort' that:everypartide. of him may feel its 
opeiation;, he is notlfay fo tranſported as not th 
conſider what he asks; and in that the great cn. 
deſcendency of God, who diſdains nor to con. 
A verſe with Met; he deals not with them ag 
; he doth with eAngels, where the ſuperiour intel. 
bk ligentes inſtruct the inferiour, but by f imielf an 
increated wiſdom, he conveys, unto our happy 
Eats: the my/terions wonders. of our Fayth : Itis 
-by him we are:taught that al! fn'is forbidden, 
eyen-to the leafF: thought or defire; that God is to 

| , be /wwedabovyeall things, and jmto be abomi. 
nated:in the higheſt degree, ſo that the exaf 
obſerver of his Laws muſt be ho/yand enriched 
with-all vertues;. there 15 nothing in our Faith 
that ſpeaks not the greatneſs of God, nothing 
that is not ſublime, rranſcending, and what 
becomes: nat-an infinite Majeſty; he layes 

_ down. nothing. of eternal. things: that ſounds 
the-leaft imperfeZion : So, that the compleat know- 
fedzeof them muſt needs involve a joy eternal, 
linceeven in the tran/tory:paſſage gf this lifes 
we'experience'the p04” 2G contentment and [a- 
tufafion,we have to conlitt in-the ſweet eMdedi- 
gation, gf thoſeeAdſeerier:: For alas, without 
thoſe hopes which Faith gives us, what Cap- 
tive;mMOre wretched thaneMarn;.weare as ba- 
nished into a Land of miſery, ..cnſlaved by ji, 
wherewe truckle undercthe infalency of wnruiy 
4515} —_— paſſions, 
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0 many. aifaſters and- 
calamities; at Iaft, we finish a $217 {i hte 
by deb, inwholeFace isſexred nothing bur 
dreadand horrour - After this corruption, /lanch, 

and infe1onare the laſt farewelhrand monument of 

US; fo that withont, faith WC.A4re centered "; 
within the le my ſeries, unable to carry our frets . ow 


beyond the low: condition of. a brute, and. un- * 


5s 


reaſonable Creature. On the contrary, faith teach- * ** 
es weare created to a ſupematural and blefſedendk, 
which we are to-purchaſe by a&s of Religion: 
That our Soub are immortal, by which (reſem-,, 
bling the eAngeb )-we-are excluded from pus 
trefaftion , arid approach the neater to. God: 
That he hath created all things. of nothing in 
which belict we acknowledge his Ommporen=" 
cy,and cherish our own hopes, thatif he.could 
extraff us out of nothing, with more facility 
can he after death regjoyn our diſunited parts. EF 
Our Holy Penitent figuresto himſelf all 
theſe comforts reſulting from divine faith, and in 
ſequel implores with inſtance that a right. ſpirit 


may be renewed within him. | 30 
But I conceive our Holy Penitent looked 
notupon himſelfas wholydeprived of habitu 
al faith,for though every moral ſm diſpoſes afar 
off unto its total ruine, and. truly merits it” 
Should be taken fromus; yet God is ſo mer- 
ful as to leave that foundation wnalterable by fin, 
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unleſs direMly undermined by* an oppoſite aff 
of infidelity. 1n this petition then for a riphe 
ſpirit he-pretends to the operation of habitual 
faith; that is, an afual and firm belief of Ob- 
jets propoſed by Faith : His reaſon is, that” 
the Hohis and irradiations of Faith have a certain 
blefins from God, to ſtirup and carry the wil 
to what isgood, ſo that after an act of Faith 
produced in the underſtanding, he knew his 
dean heart would no longer lye a ſleep, but 
grow up into 2 ſpark which would both en- 
lighten and enflame, as the Prophet Habakkak 
ſryes, Chap. 1. The juſt «Ian lives by Faith, 
that is, Faith actuated, and enlivened both 
preſerves the Soul's life by grace, and by merit 
opensa paſſage toeternal glory. FO + 
Run o're the World's Hiſtory from the 
Creation, and you will find habitual faith Iy- 
ing deadand frozen within us to have been 
the ſource of all our miſery. The reprobate eAngel; 
upon whatſcore did they forfeit that preciow 
title of being the Sons of God? was it not in 
that they preferred a motion of ſef love, be- 
fore the motives of faith, which would have 
rendered them {able and ſecure? What a fri- 
volousplea made eAdan tor his treſpaſs, leſt 
his Wife upon his denyal might have grown 
ſad, as if afcar to offend God, and ruine his 
whole poſterity ought not to have prevailed 
gh in 
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in this temptation? \Had'Carcenſideredrhe 
greatneſs of God; his ob{zpation roobſerys) 18 
Law in lovinghis Brother, :a petty fuogefti< 
on of avarice,, or ſting of ery; 'could*never 
haveanimarted him to an aion-ſ6 borrid; *the 
eMeaſſacre of ſomany Infants by Herod's eom- 
mand wherein hethought to have involved 
the perſon of ;Feſus Chriſt was'meerly upon 
the account of ambition; the Fewiſh'Oracles fore- 
celling his raignand Empire, which Herod un- 
. derſtood to beof this World, nor did the- 
Fews put our Sawour to: death, but in order 
to the preſervation of'their (ity, and them- 
felves in the good Opinion of the Romans ; 


ſothat Men have been pushed' on in all'their 


crimes by bumane reaſons and intereſts, whilſt they 
laid alide thoſe diſſnaſrves which Faith held 


torth to them, and which had (if caly | 
$ 


weighed ) rendered them. vi#oriouw, witne 
St. Fohn Chap. 5. The power of faith bath made a 
_ conqueſt of the World, which is meant not of the 
» babit, but aTof faith. 19 
Our Holy Penitenr applyes all this ro 
bimſelf, having ſeen the ſhipwrack that befel 
him through a /uogifhneſs in not giving life and 
a7ivity to his faith: For when he was tempted 
to impurity and other his tranſgreſſions that ſprang 
from thence, had he conſidered what faith 
teaches concerning mortal /, that it deprives 
2 


- 


Ry - "Y 
a Soul of eternal ghry, adjudges her-to they 
endleſs -torments of Hell; that it 'rhrowes a'ſcom 
and. contempt pon 2:God whoſe greatneſs 'and. 
eAMajeſtyisintinitc, and who merits fromall 
Creatures a reſpe# and 1ove ineffable ; had” he 
fixr himſclf, on theſe;ſubhmeand ſupernatural rea. 
ſons of Faith the Childiſh baits ot fleſh and tbloo 
could never have taken hold upon: Iris «for: 
tunate [enſer ; 'wherefore to prevent at leaſt for 
the future, he ſolicits a r1ght ſpirit may bey 
infuſed into him, a _ that may nor” be 
overgrown with mt like a ſword 11 a ſcabberd 
for want of «ſe; but'that it may. prove afive 
even to his very bowels, . whichisto fay; that? 
this noble quality of faith producing frequently 
as, by the conſideration of its proper ob« 
jets, may gain his will, memory, ſenſitive and 
moving faculties, and fo happily conduct him to 
his deſigned Beatitude; renew ;n my Bowels aright 
irit. 
F After Faith thus enlivened as a neceſſary 
dependent,comes in atroop of moral verimes,which: 
compleazs the reftitude of his ſpirit, he fo |} 
much deſires: For vere is a habitthat enclines || * 
the Soul to perform a#ions ſutable to a reaſon Þ} | 
able nature; and though the Soul be ſufficient? | * 
of herſelf by her natural faculties to frame ſe- || | 
veral as of venue, yet-it is with hardſhip and | {| 
difficulty, whereas this quality of verue contri- | | 
butcs 
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butes a facilitxyby which the good thence if" 
ing-is done with AY aa andweljght. It 
conſiſts in a mediocrity .between-two extreams, 
that 1s, too little, or roo much; For example; 
Charity is between a coldneſs or indevotion, and an 
indiſcreet Zeal : Fortitude between raſhneſs: and 
copardiſe; 10 of the reſt : Wherefore the ar: 
is, ſotoſteer your courle as to keep at-an, 
equal diflance from them both ,. yer alwayes 
mindful, thartit one be more dangerousthan 
the other, youare molt ro decline that; as if I 
would embracethe verrue of hope, which is 
beſet with preſumption andaefpair,. and my com= 
plexion cold and melancholy drawes me on they 
extremity of” deſpair, this certainly moſt 
threatens my mune, and therefore I am to 
look upon every ſpark; of that with! more 
apprehenſion, thana;fire which iſſues from 


preſumption. | RENT . 
Our Holy Peniten knew that whiteſt he 
failed in the Ocean of this World, he muſt 
needs be flanked with two dangerous Rocks; 
that is two oppoſite vices to any vertye he would 
embrace, ſo that if he keep not a fieady hand 
to the heln, by rhe leaſt aiverfonche is calt up- 
on a ſhelf which will deſtroy him : Where- 
foreit bchoves himto fithimſelt with arighs 
ſpirit, a Spirit of vertue,* which leaning-upon 
the Principles of reaſon, right preſerve himÞ 
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in that degree of bonr wherein he is ranks | 
ed amidft ortated Beings. Far as knowledge makey 
one knowinp, fo venue gives us the title of pood, 
andasthe good of any thing conſiſts in they 

juſt meaſure and proportion unto it; he concludes 
this r7ghs ſpirit of verve to be a purchaſe wor 
thy his ambition, ſince doubtleſs nothing ta 

Man as «an is more ſutable and agreeing, 
than ſuch aftions as are produced conformable 
to a reaſonable nature; he anticipates his Son's 
Declaration, and thinks nothing profitable, 

pleaſant, or great, which 1s not made ſo by ver+ 

te: This right, ſpirit will shower down ſpiritual 
comforts, fertle- him in peace with God, . An« 
oels, and Men; $helter him under the wings 
of God's Providence, which never fails to 
cherish thoſe wholive according to the rules 
of were; andafterabfeattempered with the 

Harmony of delightful attions ,- it changes into 

PR vs the grim face of Death, making it a 

ſecure paſſage unto eternal Beatitude, He 1s reſol- 
ved to put in execution'the prattice both of 
intelleFgal and moral vertues, and that they may 

Prove meritorious, he begs they may be infuſed 

into him, thatwhen he conſiders the infinity 
of God's Being, and the immen/ay of his per» 
feftions, he may forthwith pay him the juſ 

ribute ot glory, reſpect, ' and fubmiſſion'; -all 
worshjp, praife, andipoſlible endeavours of 
7T { Piety: 


- Piety: F hathis:onniporency mayiinever paſs” 
his thoughts without an: entire-bbedience:toihis 
will, that his inexhauſted and unerring wi/- 
dom may draw him to at of faith, and firm aſ< 
ſent to his divine word.. T hat the fidelity of his 
never failing promiſes may fix a reliance, and aſ- 
ſumed bopein him: Thathis unwearicd goodneſs 
may ravish him 1nto a charity and love never to 
be extinguiſhed. T hat his incomparable 
greatneſs may work him into: the:anmbilation of 
himſelf betore-him, and give him a true feel- 
in of his own-:vileneſs. That a terrour of his 
judgments may throw him:1ntoacourſe of rigid 
penance far bis miſdeeds, and his unſpeakable 
favanrs be met with all the Teſtimonies of gro= 
tide, which apoor Creature can give: He- 
knowes that had he a «Ndhton of bearts lodg'd 
within his own perſay, yet cauld rhey never 
reach thar {ve his gaodreſs merits, and'should 
heſteop cven-unto Hell; nay lawer:were at 
poſſible, it would ſtill be shart of char ſub- 
miſiondue ro his greatneſs; Wherefore thaugh 
he be hopeleſs co pay what he gues ,> he nwall 
Shew at leaſthc hathawlco beimſt, nor' doth 
he blush at his uwpotency, finceitiſpringstrom 
the excellency . of his -Greditour; (from: whom, 
likewiſe heexpeas to be enobled.rowards.the 
difebarge of his arrears, and»he! iconceives: no 
iresſure can be: more effeiiual thaw thatob xrioh 
ſpirit, 


ſpirit, and therefore he inceſſantly repeats! 


renew in my bowels aripht ſpirit. 


The eApplication. 


God will be adorcd in ſpiriz and twh, 
wherefore man is to ſerve and honor him, by 
a certain knowledge {utable to his intelleflual na- 
ture; now in the eflence of God are con- 
tained wonders not to be comprehended by 
the natural farce of our underſtanding: Whence 
we are with our Holy Penitent tro Petition 
for a right ſpirit, that is the excellent light of faith, 
by which we are rarſed to a more eminent 
knowledge of the Divinity, than all the afwity and 
* vigourof ourreaſon could everrreach. In this 
knowledge conſiſts eternal life, in the ignorance of 
this eternal death : For with what Face $hall he 
one day ask Heaven of the adorable Trinity, 
who hath never known that my/tery? Or 
claima share in the fruit of our redemption, who 
hath been ignorant of Feſus ({ brif? Let us 
then beg for this heavenlywiſdom, by which we 


arc taken off from the low affettion to Creatures, 


rofix our Eyes upon the preameſs of our (7re- 
tour, the wonders of his works, and amidſt a Mil- 
lion of ravishing objects which this righ ſpi- 
7it preſents to-our meaifation, letus inf with 
a 
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2 particular guſit-on-tb4, that Our Souh are, 
created for eternal bliſs, ': 255151 | eAmen, 


C n ae. XNHI 
Ne projicias me 4 facie' tua, 
(aft me n0b away from thy face. hs 


'O1% Holy Penitent ſeems here to queſti- 

on the ſucceſs of his precedent petition, 
by which he had ſued for a nght underſtanding ;: 
this argues how unſetled the mind of -a;finner 
is, that no ſooner he had aimed at this'irra- 
diation , but immediately he is {truck with a 
terrour of his demerits, and fancies his doom 1s to 
be eternally baniſhed from the Face of; God, 
wherefore he cryes, caſt me not away from thy 
Face. A ad 
St. Hierom conceives this, clauſe:levels 
only at the communication of his Divinity 1n 
order to the Hypoflatick union, which heappre- 
hends in puniſhment of his in might be concealed 
trom him; and therefore he ſaycs, caſt me 
nt away from thy face; that is, deprive me.not” 
of the knowledge of thy divine nature as it relates 


toe Manin the great Sacrament of the jincarna > 
Tit Kon: 
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ton : Tt is this wyſtery he fears to: be ravished 
off, 'which brings along wit it'a fulneſs of 
time, and wherein all the groans and labours of 
many longing Souls will cealeand beat reſt. 

But the more vozued opinion layes this expreſ. 

fon upon hisanxiety touching his eternal repro- 
bation: He knew*he wasunworthy of eternal life 
through the forfeiture of grace he had made, 
and whether being now a Veſſel of disho- 

nour, the divineeArtiſt will not leave him c- 
ternally in this reproachful mould is the juſt mo- 
tive of his fear. He remembers a paſſage» 
in Exodus, where our Lord threatens to obdurate 
the heart of Pharaoh, and it 1s no leſs aftright- 
ing what St. Paul declares, that Gods merciful 

on whom he will have mercy, and inthe Fourth 

Chapter to the Corinthians, God hath caſt an ob+ 
cecation onthe Minds of unbelievers, Yet our Pe- 
titioner 15 to0 good a Divine as (entertaining 
theſe refleftions ) to make God the efficient 
cauſe of Man's obdurateneſs, he knowes that 
God 1s only permiſſive, and accidentally 
concurring unto final impenitency; that is, 1 
not imparting his grace diſſolving Hearts 
unroſuch as will not receiveit; for ſincy 
they obſtinately cleave unto /m, he is not 
obliged to violence the liberty of Man's free- 
will which he hath in his Creation decreed 
unto him: Nor prodigally throw away his 
preciom 
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precious grace upon thoſe who contemn'it; 
Whercfore the penal ſubſtrafion of his prace_s 
ſprings not from the low current of mercyto 
a /mner: For it isalwayes ready to flow where 
the Channel is cut out, and prepared to re- 
ceive it; but from the malice of Man-by 
which he is totally averted from God, op- 
poſiteand retrattory to his holy inſpirations. ' 
When therefore he begs not to be ſeque- 
ſtred from his face, far be it from his thoughts 
to impeach God as eAuthor ofwbdurateneſs; 'it 
would only ſpeak he is cauſe of the puniſhment 
not the fault ; That if by the prevaricaton of 
our firſt Parent we were reduced to ſuch a 
condition , as God might juſtly leave us to our 
ſelves, much more by atual fin do we de- 
ſerve 1t; and in this dere/i#jon we can never 
riſe, nor frame a ſupernatural aff, without- 
which it is not poſlible to attain unto Sal- 
vation : So thatif God will uſe his ownright, 
and divert his face, that is the efefs of his 
goodneſs and mercy from him, he gives himſelf 
tor loſt, and ſo _ loſt as notto have the 
leaſt matter of complaint againſt his Judge: 
Nay on the contrary he joyns iſſue with 
the Prophet Eſay; ſaying, Lord, if all the Na 
tions whou haſt made ſhould periſh, who'can blame thee. 
It God hath drawn ſome our of the gulf of 
perdition to ifſue forth the Marks of his goodneſs, 
CVE 


(220) 
even in the height and fury of their make; 
this isNO warrant to'our Petitioner that for his 
ſake he will break-the ordinary rule of his pro 
widence : he rather apprehends he may be made 
an-Example: of his Zuftice, and be abando- 
ned to his corrupt mclinations, wherefore he 
petitions that he would daign to-calt abe. 
nign Eyc upon him, nor throw him away from hu 


bleſſed face. 


Another diſmal thought occurs which eggs 


him on to this demand, and it ought certain- 


ly to be very areadful to a finner, that 1s, there 
1s a certain period (et toevery Man's tranſpreſi- 
ons, which is called the meaſwe of hu iniquittes, 
and if this be once complecated, ſuch a Cloud 
of, obſtinacy and perſeverance in evil in« 
volves him, as he never will be cheered with 


the Sun-ſhine of God's mercy : This proonny 


hath been evident in the downfall of ſeveral 
Nations and Cities, whoſe exceſs of wickedneſs 
hath drawn upon them the exterminating hand 
of God. Our Holy Penitent firſt places be- 
fore his Eyes the univerſal deluge, where it is 
declared that the World had accomplished 
their malice, and by it ſo prepared the divine 


Fuftice, as there wanted nothing but his a= 


venging Rod to fall heavy upon them. Again, 
| as to the Land of promiſe deſigned to the Seed 
of eAbrabam, God told him hc couldnot yet 


perform 
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petform it, andhis patience awaited the ſpace 
of four hundred years untill the eAmorites , 
and { anaanites had ſummed up their iniqui- 
ties, after which they were madeaprey to 
the Children of /ſrael. . In ſequel of this our 
Holy Penitent concludes, that though theſe 
examples in a vaſt multitude were remarkable, 
20d terrifying, yer God's judgements hold the 
ame method in the concern of every particu- 
lar Soul. Belides, his fears encrealſe when- 
be conſiders that God's patience 1s {pun' our 
longer with ſome thanothers; and whether 
| his /aſt jm mighr not be the upsho t and cloſe 
of all God's ſpecial favours to him, he knowes 
not : Whereforcin-this ſuſpence, and juſt 
ſubject of apprehenſipn, , he petitions nottobe 
thrown away from bn face. ,- 


Our Holy Penitent finds notwithſtand- 
ing ſome glimmerings of comfort, when he re- - 
volvesin hes Mind the marks of this helpleſs de- 
ſolation. Firſt he remembers when the Sodo- 
mites were conſumed. in the fHames of his anger, 
the Harbinoer of their deſtruction was their noto; 
rious and publick commuſ$101 of their crimes, and 
this joyned with ſuch impudenceasto vaunt 
and boalt of their impictics. Our ſad Pe- 
nitent found himſelf nor guilty of this, for 
what contrivances had he nol framed to conceal 


his ſin, and when reproved by Nathan pre- 
i m__- ſently 


”— —— 
ſently with ſhame and confuſion he owned hi 


miſcarriage. i 

T he next preſave of Reprobation is obſtina+ 
cy which was laid before him in rhe perſon 
of Pharaoh, whoſe hardned heart nor all the im- 
portunities of «Moſes, nor the prodiaious wonderr-he 
wrought, could in the leaſt mollify, nor 
work him to the diſmiſlion of God s people: 
When therefore you beho}d a perſon ſobent 
upon his wicked wayes, aSno remonſtrance, entrea- 
ty, promiſe nor threat can prevail, you have rea» 
| fonto believe (as St. Paul ſayes ) they are gi- 
ven up to a reprobate ſenſe, which infentibly and 
unawares will bring them to endleſs rune. 

Our Petit/oner cannot likewiſe accuſe, 
himfelf of this prelude to perdition; this pre- 
ſent Pſalm (which he compoled immediate- 
ly after the Prophet from the part of God 
had denounced unto him his invratitude ) {ufh- 
\ciently evinces, he was nor deaf to the 
workings of God's inſpirations, nor impene- 
rrable againſt the power of exciting prace. 

- Another cauſe of God's dereliftion is an ha- 
bitual application to a certain fm, to which one 
1s ſo faſtned, as his erdinary grace hath no effeft 
todraw himfromit; and God is pleaſed not 
ro 2ratify him with any thing extraordinary 10» 
punishment of his tranſgreſſions, having ſo often 
abuſed his mercy : This habitnal malice was evi- 
qcnt 
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- dent in the Fews, who from age to agc had” 


perſecuted the Prophets, ſent ro mind them of 
their duies, inſomuch as St. Stephen laid it to 
their charge, and defied themrto name any 
one who had eſcaped their fury, and this they 
continued , . untill ar. laſt they 
hands on the Saint of Saints Chriſt Feſws ; 
after which Sacilegious ath, arrived at the ut- 
molt pitch of their demerits, rhey were given 
up to the Tyranny of the Romans, who rorally 
ſubverted their City and A( ation. 

Our Pcnircat had reaſon to hope his' de- 
yiation was an effect of jraiky rather than malice, 
having not continued any fpace withourre- 


pentance, when once his fu wasrepreſented to 


him by the eAZiniſter of God's word, yer- 


knowing the web of Man's Salvation to be 
wrapt up in the ſecret of the Divine Provi- 
dence, that though he had revealed to, many 
of his Servants the glad tidings of their prede- 
ſlination, yetnever had he to any communi- 
cated the doom of reprobation, leſt it might caſt 
them into deſpair ; therefore he thinks 1t the, 
wiſeſt courſe to ſail between hope and fear, 


and inall events toimplore, that he may not be 


excluded from bus (gg ht. 

Some again weighing the ſubſequent verſe, 
where our Pcnitent petitions God not to take 
away from him hu boly ſpirit, are of Opinion- 

that 
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the ſacred firean of God's extraordinary. fa 
vours towards him: For he was {o well verſed 
in the wayes of perfeftion, as he knew the foun- 
dation of a life. of Saytity conſiſts in the good 
management of drvine inſpirations, and that the, 
greateſt Saints have from thence-derived their 
happy ſucceſs in a ſpiritual life. We ſee no King 
nor Common-wealh, if they find any perſon, 
unfaithful in a flight Office, that will entruſt to 
him a more weighty charge; and why $hould 
we think that God will be leſs prudent in the 
Government of Souls. St. Proſper ſayes that 
God imparts his graces in order, and by de» 
orees: Firſt diſtilling into them ſome /itl 
dropps of his grace, and thena greater quantity, in 
caſe thoſe firſt be carefully improved; it” 
being a good earneſt, that he whoacquits him» 
ſelf with your in ordinary things, will in 
matters of greater perfettion come off with no 
lefs honour. Whereas on the contrary, they 
firit ſtep to the misfortune of a ſinner, 15 made 
by the negle# of God's early inſpirations. in the 
beginning : For there is not any Pagan, mu- 
believer, or Chriſtian, whom he ſtirs not up to 
the common practice of vertne, as obſequiouſneſs 
to our Parents, the avoiding Theft, —_—_ 
an 
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that this demand imports not aaread of reprobating 
( for he ſeems to thinks himlſelt in the poſſeſiigg 
of grace) butargues rather a fear to have ſtope 
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and'the like; andit they comply with theſe, 
he failsnot ro enflame them withde/rvs, 'and 
oives them abilities toarriveatmore ſublime 
perteEtion. i T- 
Wherefore our Penitent ftcars he may 
have demerited in-this Nature, and*'begs 
not to be excluded from hu face; thar 1s, nor 
tobe deprived of thoſe endearments wherewith 
| he iswont:to overwhelm ſuch Souls as cor- 
reſpond with this inſpirations; andif hitherto 
hehath played the Coy one, -and ſcorned his 
adiances ; tor the tyture ho.will-change his - 
humor, and-cherish every: thei{eaſt mation of 
hisdear Creatour :  H&w +l ainata:;perfect reſems 
blanceot 1s beloved;::.in imutyionot his viſdom | 
hewt}l diſcern good ttoMmevil,,and diftinguish- - 
twixtthe leſs.and prrater good] alwayes.em- 
bracing that:which is;befts;i4n-axder tg this 
purity 'as much 43 is.con{t efht wth frail tiatare, Io 
lupported by;grace-hÞe; hopestqpreſerv e hims 
ſeit from all fain and -imperfe&h@n., . That ſame 
[parks of OI 38 ihim, be will 
love that which Got loves, and:love.nwbing 
butwhat-hbl&ves, ;apd;uppnythe ſat wotiury 
Wherdon: hs lyve' is: grounded : Jn 4\word; 
he, mlb uniee-all'his feodper with: God in as 
[trict an a/ance as this preſent condition-of + 
mortality will bear, provided he be not exiled 


tign his Facc, nor the flood-gates of gracious 
L1I. come". 
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communications futup in punishment of his 
paſt offences: 5 1 577 
- :/Whilft the' perſon offended admits the of- 
fendour to his preſence, itarguesthere is nor 
atrutrer breach between them, wherefore, 
till a'fentence of baniſhment be paſſed, he ill 
retains fome hope; his amrhen in thispetition 
is, toput a ba#yto this extremity. of” rieour;” He 
confefles it #24 bitterthing to leave Gad, ' but yer 
4 far \oreater to be left by him ;\ and a main appear« 
incdof this 1s, when heleavesusto he'ds 
fret of our ownheart; like a Phyfitian who per: 
mits his patiext-in a deſperate condition'ry 
cat \and- drink what he pleaſe + He knowes 
the anger of 'God is great: when he is nor-an« 
erywitha ſinner, andtharit is ffroke of his 
200dneſs, when his tem oral chaſtiſement 1mmedi> 
ately followesthe offence; : ſo that if hepleaſe 
: toxMiAthim, and likea Fealow Godiffue forth 
} his ndipnation on the place for every miſc 
demeanour ,'\'He'1s ready to embrace with'o« 
pen! arms what ever affifio he'shall ſend; 
and is'willingts expoſe his breaſt to the dire 
. ſhafis"6f his fury; ſoit may bud idivert-this 
. gretiſubjefof his fearr7as to bee ternally'caft 
out from his preſence?\ *A(eprojuciarme, ©. 
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The eA pplication. 


We behold by thisclauſe, how allalong 
in this petition our Penitent hath been rerri- 
fyed with che ugly ſhape of fin; 'and now he- 
begins to apprehend the efe#s of fn which is 
Death;; For Death and fn conſidered apart are 
very frightful, but once joyned- together , 
that-is to dye in fin, there 1s nothing more 
dreadful : and this diſmal firoke hefears, wheny 
heſay cs caſt me not away. from thy iface. St. Fobn 
Damaſcene obſcryes imo derehffions' of God ; the 
exe. foemings; when. hecpermirs the juſt ro 
fall.into /1m, | that by.experiment of their 'frailey,, 
they mightrife more hwable,and more watch= 
tully attend to their Safvation. \F his happened 
ta QUur Penitent St. Peter, | and divers others. | 
The.aþer is ablalute; anda fnlcuſhierforcver, 
andthis happens when aftera)lrewedes apply- 
cd;. oe Agha 198 714 \and incurable (Even 
tothe laſt) by his obſtinate perſeverance in wick= 
edges: ſorhat God-foreſceing: this obdurate- 
neſs. withholds his ſpecial grace; and ſolets him 
endiin his impeoitency; wearc herethereforcoto 
joyo with our Petitioner, and'begwe may\nor 
cometo thisperiod, or conſummation of our iniquti? 
ie, but timely lay hold'on rhe 'ſkyeld of his 
St 1 1 rt 119th Pritt fem" 
vlofy CHAP, 
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Cus# AXIV. 
Et ſpiritum Sanflum tuum ne auferas a me, 
eAnd take not from me thy holy Spiriz. 


He workings of God's Holy Spirit in our 
Souls are vreat ſecrets, and 6 to our ſclver 
| unknown, no wonder that to others they lye 
* hid: and though he be in watter a quite, 
different manner, than he is ſaid to be ubiqui- 
tary by his eſſence, preſence, ang. power; yer his 
' approach, or receſs is ſorinſenſfible, as-the beſt per- 
ſons during this life are Jeftin ſuſpence,- 19no- 
rant whether they be in a condition' of love, 
or hatred with their Creatour : ' Of this bleſ- 
ſed Fob ſeemed to complain, ſaying Chap. 
4 19. /f become! ſhall not ſee bim, and whenhe retires 
4 I am in tbe ſame (loud. Notwithſtanding God 
is. pleaſed ſometimes'though rarely to- diſ- 
penſe: with his' ordinary proceeding, as 'to 
give ſuch marks. of his grace and frienqhip to a | 
Soul, that it 1s apparent even ro'the' Eye of | 
the Body. Of this we havean example iriielte,y | 
. Feaſt, of Pentecoſt, when the Holy (Ghoſt def | | 
cended upontheeApoſterim formiof fery t6fiter, 
ſo replenjsharig cheir Minds with! kriowhedpe'| | | 
andenflaming their Hearts with charity, a$the- 
| whole _ 
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" whole Workhwas inzshort:tifne laid proſtate” 
rorhe power of their dotfrineamd miracles, ,' 
In this claufe ofithe petthoywe have like- 
wiſe reaſon to paſs the ſame \Opinion;of.our, 
Holy Penitent, that-he had been gratified 
with the like vifble communication of this. divine 
zift: Thepaſt tranſaQions*twixt God and his 
once happy Soul weretreshiinhis memory,, and 
how he had deſigned ro-reyeal unto'him..; 
many ſecrets of his Providence. > Nay, chad giz 
ven him ſo many proofs of -inhabiting 'grace, as 
one muſt be ftrangely ſlupid-not-to acknowledge 
it. Now here he ſcems to'cheer himſelf 
witha confidence, that after his-petition for a 
dean heart, and right underſtanding, he is again in 
the enjoyment of his bleſſed preſence. by grace | 
and charity; wherefore he begs he might al+ 
wayes dvel/ with him, and that he may never 
moretaſtthe birtcr abſence of his Holy Spirit: 
Et ſpiritum ſanftum tuum, cc. ret 
Spiritual Men who haveemployed their 
thoughts on the ſubjet of the miſion of the.divine 
Fejou unto Creatures, diſcover advantages 
this Embaſſy unto humane nature which-ſeem 
to ſurpaſs all the wonders of: qur faith ;' at leaſt 
they are conveyed unto us with more ſenf1- 
dic delight. { 07 S442 
Firit, they ſay whena Soul is priviledged 


witha viſt from that divine ſpirit, $he doth noc 
| M mm only 
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only reccive'mberent and acadentall grace, riot | 
only ſplendowrs'which irradiate, and ardowy | 
whichenflame, but even. the ſubſtantial Prin«. 
apium the Holy Ghoſt from whence they 
flow. Witneſs-/St. Paul 2. ad Rom, The charig 
of God is diffuſed through our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt 
who i given to us.” T he Philoſopher ſaycs, that 
mo Lovers if poſlibly would become but one, 
becauſe this identity would deſtroy all fear of 
ſeparation, and {1ncethey cannot arrive to this, 
at leaſt by converſation, diſcourſe, and mutual pre 
ſence they give themſelves to one another, 
Now the love of God is all-powerful, no obſta» 
cle can hinder the perfett union to.which it” 
tends; ,wherefore this /ove enclining the di. 
yine perſon to unite and ſurrender up himſelf 
unto a Soul, she finds herſelf immediately 
faſined to him by other <ains than thoſe of 
his immen/ity; it is by grace and charity she is 
enſlaved, and their efficacy is to prodigious, that 
were not that divine ſpirit already ac the door, 
they would draw him thither and court him | 
to a molt intimate alliance. 
Our Holy Penitent well knew the truth 
.of this Divinity by the amorous operations he had 
once felt withih him, for this great gift of God 
wasno ſtrangerto him, whence I wonder not 
if he court its preſervation, ſince in it is con- 
rained the whole treaſure of his inmenſe love: If 
lO. then 
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then he shalbpleafſe 407ſceure'thy preſerit ito: 
him, he will 1n return confecrate to hisho< 
nour all the fruit: of: his #nderflending' and 91/l; 

his choughts Shall ever dwell in him, and from 
this. meditation he hopes'to (enkindle ſuch a 

fame within:him as all the waver:of adverſuy , 

or allurements of the World shall never be'able 

to quench ; his conſtant Prayer therefore $hall 

be, withdraw not from me thy holy ſpirit. "4 

Afrtcr he had thus conſtdered the dipnity 
of the perion communicated to a devout Soul, | 
he then deicends to the particulars of his NCFG 
tiations © 7 

The -fr/t, point 1s, thatthis divine ſpirit is the 
Pringpium or great wheel which g1Ves motien to 
all. her ſupernatural and ' meritorious aftions, by 
which the Sow exceeds :her.own firength, and 
oets above all her natural faculties, and with- 
out tis ſpirit Man 15 feeble, impotent, and can 
act nothing generous 10 a ſpiritual life. 

The ſecond advantage of this Treaty is, that 
this divine perſon becomes the. obje# of our 
wderſtanding and will, ſo that he is a known-ob- 
jet in a kwwing will, and a beloved objet'in a lo- 
ving will; then it 18.that the Soul hath God 
within her, who alone entertains, and em- 
ployes her thoughtr and affeions; it is towards 
bim $he raiſes acts of faith and love, ſctting a 
value upon him beyond all the World, as the 

24, moſt 
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moſt excellent Bringtowhom-shecan conſecrate 
herſelf; 1 0361501790 IND Fit | 18 

eAnnther benefit of this miſſion 1s,-that this. 
divine. ſpirit communicates himfelf unto a Soul ag 
her folc treafure,and appropriated ſovereign good, 
and in ſuch a manner,'-as'she will not only 
find God within her, but likewiſe that he be< 
longs her as herproperright, the ſerious thought 
of which happy poſſeſſion muſt doubtleſs much 
allwage all che bitterneſs of thts life. 

In ſequel of theſe radiations our Holy Pe- 
nitent 1s at a ſtand, comparing rhe hberalities 
of his good God with his own ingratitude + For 
God had given himſelf upto him, tobe the, 
inſirument of all his ſupernatural operations , wo be 
the obje of his thoughts, and repoſitory of his af+ 
fetions; 1n requital our unfortunate Penitent re= 
 jecting this drvine legate, hath taken up the, 
arms of ſenſualities againſt him, filled his memory 
with Earthly ſpecies, and confulred with bruiiſh 
paſſions)! O bad exchange? When he had thus 

reproached himſelf of his di/ſoyalty, he then con- 
verts his Eye tothe ſhipwrack he had made, for 
by one mortal /zhe hath loſt God, as he is God 
of grace and glory; though nt as he is God of 
nature, for as ſuch a onc he ſtill remains to 
calt thunderbolts of vengeance upon his guilty head, 
bur he is refolved, it the divine goodneſs $hall 
plcale to reſtore and continue to him . himſelf, in 
whom 
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whom is found the /owre.of. fo. many pretioue 
rreaſures, he will for the future manage then... 
to his honour, he will g/orify him in all eterni- 
ty, and manifeſt to the »orld,. that through 


his grace he is made worthy notto have hu holy ſpi- 
rit taken frombim. 

In temporal affliftions we loſe Citis true ) the 
gift, bur the giver is yet ſecured tous; by / 


weloſeboth. Sothat there 15 nodeſolation can 
happen equal to what is thrown upon us by 
fn: For whileſt welye under the guilt of mortal 
fm, God is no more the Principium of our me+ 
ritorious operations, No more the obje# of our amo- 
row powers, nor tobe claimed as our proper good 
and treaſure; and though his: infinite : beauties 
and perfeftions render him alwayes a ſource of . 
all good imaginable, yet toaSoldefiled with 
fm, he isa ſpring that diverts-his {fream in anos 
ther Channel, he is azreaſure [agked up, whole - 
Key is taken. away, and all-ri#ht of entrance de- 
creed againſt him: Thele,are the miſerable 
circumſtances which attend the lofi of God's bo- 
| ſpirit, of. which, ous -Holy-Benitentibeing 
very conſcious inceſſantly repeats; Lord, with= 
draw not from me thy holy ſpitit. >: 2: + | 
T heodoret {ay cs, that St, Pecrhaving heard 
from Chriſt's own;:Mouth; Thou ſhalt thrice de- 
mme; would teien have fied: many. Leagues 


- | 
from that. occaſion, :þut his {pre.was10 great 


Nan 4s 


(234) | 
2s he held it leſs evil to follow, and deny him: | 
than to fly away and confeſr him: Herook fo 
much pleaſure in his preſence, that he chole ra. 
ther to hazzard his Soul, than the loſs of his 
bleſſed fioht , deeming it leſs unhappineſs to 
renounce him, than not to be in the Eyeof him, 
whom he loved ſo dearly: It then tis corpo- 
ral preſence ſo ravished this Apoſtle, what a 
charm mult it be to poſſeſs within us a devine ſpirit, 
what ſolicitude to preſerve thu treaſure in 
whoſe participation confiſts all the happineſs 
weare any wayes capable of in the condi- 
tion of this our moniality. Ahblame nor then 
our Petitioner, if againandagain he ſues un+ 
der this forme; Tod, take nct thy holy ſpirit from 
me. 

Many Nations have made their gods 
Priſoners, chaining them faſt in their Tem- 
ples, the Lacedemonians hampered their god. 
ears with Cords of Silk; Hercules with Fetters 
of Gola, tancying to themſelves, that if they 
could enjoy their ( ompany though by violence, 
they should notwant their protettion. 

Our Holy Penitenr thought the be/? ftra- 
tagemto faſten his God unto him, was an hum- 
ble acknowledoment of. his fault, joyned with a 
fervent prayer. Inthe Firſt part of his petition 
he had copioufly ſet forth his own guiltineſs, 


and now he ſupplicates in a Subjet the 
grateful 
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- oratefal that can be to his:Creatour; for bis de-" 
. | 

hobtiato be with che Sons of Men; It was todraw 
the World unto him that he exaltedbimſe[f upon 

the Croſs; his extended arms there- ſufficiently 
expreſicd, with what dear embraces he would 

receive thoſe that fly unto him with an hum- 

bleand contrite heart: Histhirſt there was not ſo 

much the effett of his torments, as an exceſſive 

zeal for Man's Salvation: How often' hath he 

juſtifyed himſelf in his proceedings with 

Man; inſomuch as all his wiſdom and love_s 

could not contrive more inducements than he 
hath' ſer on foot to gain us to him, and if 
he be cantinually rapping at ordoor, can we 
think he will shut up.the treaſures of his holy 

ſpirit in deſpighrt of our umportunity : No, no, 
oreat Penitent fear not, prefer «your memo- 

riahk, itis only expected you ak, and the orant 


O 


is rcady 3 that hu holy ſpirit ſhall notbe taken from 


you. 


A holy writer obſerves, that Godalwayes 
gives more than) is asked of him; eAnna prayed 
for a Son, God gave herone that was a San, 
a Prophet, and his chief favourite.; Solomon ſued 
for wiſdom to govern his People, he reccived it 
notonly to Rule, .but he was unmnerſally knowing ; 
beſides, an infinite ſlore of wealth was beſtowed. 
upon him. The Servant endebred ten thouſand 
Talems demanded only a vutle forbearance, and 


the 
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the whole debt was remitted ro him; whereforey Þ 


our Penirent demanding only to keep what 


he alrcady enjozes, by this providential at he not 
only ſecures his poſſeſ#on, but gives earne/t for a 


new ſupply. . Nay, his goodneſs alwaycs prevents 
the prayer of the afflifted, giving them eaſe of 
their griefs, before they ak his help; reſem- 
bling that fountain which calls and invites the 
 thirſlytodrink, orlike that Yree which bend- 
ing its bowes, offers its fruts unto gathering 
hands, when ripe; ſo that God's /ove needs 


no baits to allure his favours from him; an af 


feftionate heart doth more with him then all the 
charms in nature: It is true St. eAuſtin diſtin- 
guishes between avillinga thing, and a will- 
1ng it foutlyand. entirely: But we have all rea+ 
ſon to judge the velleity of our Penitent was 
fervent, and efficacious, when he hath ſomuch 
confidence as to call God to witneſs of it: 
Tu ſcis Domine, omne defiderium meumante te , that 
he.had expoſed before him all the motions of 
his heart, andlefthimtobe judge whether any 
Circumſtance was wanting that might hinder the 
effett of his petition; asnot to be deprived of hu holy 
ſpirit. | 
St. eAuſtin ſayes, were it ampeſlible for-a finer 
to hide himſelf from God , he would adviſe him to pet 
into ſome abſtruce retreat, and there lye doſe till the 
Cloud of hus anger be blown over, bat ſince this cannot be 
done, 


- 
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done, bus beſt way to eſcape God's hands; xz to put bing 
ſelf ine his hands , and- proſtrate bimſelf at bis F 5 
Our Penirent then:1s. not ill adviſed, chat 
being already enrolled in the. liſt of his. retinge 
to endeavour ro prevent his diſmiſſion by.a 
101 auferes 4tme : For he hath many advantages 
whilſt he is iz, which will be loſt if once 
calhier d: Now he hath the Earof his Sovereign, 
can diſcourſe his caſe with him, and purchalo 
a 9ood word from many powertul friends, but 
if oncediſcarded like a deſolate Orphan he will 
find no refuge. Belides, though God. beheld 
in his all-ſecing proſpect the. treachery. of 

das and ingratitude-of the,Fews,, yer C.to 
cut off all matter of excuſe )hgobligedthem_ 
with all che cadearings imaginable; why 
Shoul not then our Penitent hope to duel in 
the. 1aſting enjoyment of this divineſpirit, ſince he 
is.reſolved for the, future to» be kd, by,his 
holy ditamens, he 'willſcek his Salvation with 
ineffable groans 3 it is St. Payls expreſſion of ſuch 
as arc guided by the Holy Ghoſt; the will 
with the Prophet Jeremy cry gut for a. fountain 
of tears, that he may bewail Gas he ought) 
his ownand-his peoples {ins,;,and fince. this di- 
vine ſpirit communicates him{ef..in ſo.many 
different wayes unto/(rratures ,.. he. begs he. 
may return himſelf.a gift an d. ablation to. God, 
by every thing that..is' capable. of AQiion; 
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that by a conſlant; and wnweoried motion-in his | 
fervice, this ſeed of gloryhe now poſſeſſes may at 
laſt conda# him to rhe beatif> viſon, where he. 
Shall no more apprehend what is now they 
ſubjeF of his Fear : To have hu holy ſpirit taken 
from him. 


The eApplication. 


Se. Ambroſeſayes,thatno man in this life can 
be long ſecure from falling into jn, for whom 
che Devil cannot lay proftrate at the firſt attack, 
he preſſes with redoubledaſſaults, and leaves no 
flratagem uneſſayed to work his end. In this 
warkits our Holy Penitent was not a Novice, 
he knew there was no place in Man imprep« 
nable, unlefs fortified by God's Holy Spiri : 
This he expreſſes in another Pſalm, 1f you 
withdraw ( {ayes he ) your ſpirit, we ſhall preſently re- 
folveintoduft ; thatis, corruption from whence 
we came. For prace 1s a motion in the under= 
flanding and will; to wit a certain aftion in both 
, thefe powers, which ſoon paſſes away un- 
leſs fixed by a continued influence of his favonrs: 
Wherefore we tauſt take the admonition of St. 
Paul and be wary, that the grace of God prove not 
4 liberality in vain beflowtd upon us; But that wes 
make 
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- makethe rightsſeof iz, which is the renin of 
our /ins anda paſſage unto eternal hfe. 


C mu 4 &.. XV! 


Reddite mihi [ztitiam ſalutaris thi , 
Re/tore into me the joy of thy Saboation. 


T is not ( methinks ) eaſy to determine, 

whether eMan be more unfortanate in not” 
having a diſcerning facully of miſery, or through 
the miſltke he falls into about che -objef of. his 
felicity : How many have beer Gon to lan-. 

iſh and pine away under an accident which they 
Jookes uponas their rey and yetir proved 
their meking ; whileſt others again have tniam- 
phed, and made jubiles for ſeeming bleſiings, that 
inthe end became fatalto them ; who would 
not have looked upon the Patriarch. Zoſepb 
when ſold to the «Madianites but as a 
and an abortive of forte, and yet without this 
meky of his Brethren in all likelyhood he had 
never- handlcd the Scepter of Egypt. Again, 
who would nothaveetivycd the ſue ofour 


Penitent Koro ems and yer this zlorione 
wh occaſioned unto him pfoFull oh HY 
bance 
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bance for many years how to preſerve himſelf : 
T his uncertainty 1n the event of things is ma- 
naged no doubt by a ſpecial providence, to teach 
us we ought to beara tcmper unalterable amidſt 
the various occurrences of this life, not to 
be too much tranſported with joy, nor caſt 
down with ſadneſs upon any rencontre, {incey 
the effetts do often prove far different trom what 
they promiſe, and this by the unre/itable ordina.. 
tions of Heaven, which can draw ricbes out of pox 
verty, make us great by humility, give us honour 
by contempts : [n fine, who needs No preview diſe 
poſitions in Creatures to frame his produttions, 
Now toleadus in this labyrinth, thatwe, 
may not erre, Divines diltinguish atÞofold joy : 
The one is temporal which hath for its Objed& 
riches, honour, [enſual pleaſures and thelike: So that 
when our joy reaches bur to the petty intereſts of 
thu World, this 1s poor, and argues a baſeneſs. of 
Spirit, which is anguſtiated within the /mits 
of fleſh and blood, and hopes or fears only-whar 
may prove d/taſiful or pleaſant to their preſent 
ſlate of Being. The otberbranch of joy is eternal, 
taking its ſpeafication from the obje which is 
God, withoutend or ogy it only looks 
upon him, andait ishealone that gives the riſe 
toall. its motions. One-part of this joy is proper 
for us here whileſt we arc in via{ as Divines 
term it) or pilfrimes upon earth : the com- 
pletion 
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pletion of the otherwe mult expett in patria; 
when weshall attain to the man/ton of the bleſ- 
ed. it is the joy. St. Bernard meant when key 
layes, O good Feſu if it be ſo ſweet% thing to weep for 
thee, what will it be to rejoyce with AW in thee. So 
that we arc here by a compunttve ſorrow to cru- 
city our {elves daily, and by this means dif- 
pole our {clves forthat joy which is neceſlari- 
ly conſequent tO ſuch atts. 

Our Holy Penzent followes this method 
in his petition, he knows the effetts of a heart 
pierced with a veruoys ſorrow and repentance, 1s 
peace, joy, and thelike: So that though we- 
labour here to (teep our ſelves 1n bittemeſrand 
anoviſh, there relults our of thete avoniera cer- 
rain contentinent 1n performing our dutics to: 
God, and this ſovreat, as it furpaſles all the 


delivhts of this World. 20s vol 
Many Heathen Philoſophers have beenvot O- 
pinion, thatvereit ſelf wasa, [ufficient reward 
unto ſuch. as embraced it; that 15, there 
ſprings from good ations ſuch! faifattion in 
conformity to che dictamens of reaſon, as they 
have preferred it before ries, hunour, Orany 
ſenſazl pleaſure; we have ſeenthem endure tor- 
ments of all kind, thethardsÞþip of wamy/'the 
rough trial of diſpraces; and allthis with, jmile- 
ins looks, and meerly from thu Principle, they 
took their cauſe robe220d, and;that veriue com- 
| Ppp manded 
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manded it; believing her Laves to be more 
{utable to aresſonable Soul than all the glory and 

_ plenty of the World attended on by injuſtice and 
mmpiety. : 

Our Ho@ Penitent by his own experience 
had learnt that in works of Piety, there is 
found ſomething which ſenſibly afteCts the agent 
with dehght, and be they never ſo kyotty, yet 
they are {till ſweetned with this; that reaſon is 
their owide, that the whole imellectual part ap- 
plauds the ation, which concurrence of the 
Souls faculues cannot but be followed with 
an Aniverſal dilatation of the ſpirits, and what is 
this bac the heightof joy : If then moral actions, 

. looked upon as apparallcl'd in their ſimple 
natural colours; that is, meerly confined 
to the limits of what is good and juſt by the 
lioht of reaſon, -prove fuch an eAntidoe againſt 
adverſity, as to make them receive the moſt 
embittered eArrowes of fortune with cheerful 
looks: What may we expect when theſe are 
directed to a ſupernatural end, when they-are 
enriched with the merits of Feſus ( hriſt, Meer 
which our Holy Petitioner languished, and 
whole efficacy had influence upon bu repentance 
at the diſtance of ſo many preceding ages, as 

- now ithath onourafter ſo many ſubſequent re- 
volutions. | 

It isthen for the joy of this Salvation he. 


makes 
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makes inſtance, and what a vaize muſt this 
addition ſer upon his ſmalleſt ſufferings? Whence 
Iwandernot to contemplate much of ſere- 
nity in the Fore-heads of afflifted perſons crush- 
ed for vertues ſake, for the tempeſt wherein- 
theyare agitated dorh only bluſter about them, 
within they enjoy a Harmony and full peace of 
Mind, eventaſting a kind of Antipaſt or fore- 
notion of Paradiſe. 

l obſerve in the Goſpel of St. Luke, how 
Chriſt our Lord gave a check to his Diſci- 
ples, when returning from the exerciſe of 
their eApoſtolick Commiſſions they ſeemed to 
glory in theirpower of caſting out-Devils, and 
when he had terrified them with a «Wemo- 
randum of the eAnzel's:ja{ , he preſcribes rutes . 
how they should lay the foundation of their 
joy, and /atufa#ion amidft their tranſcending 
employments, ſaying, Rejoyce'mn thi that your | 
Names are written in Heaven :' Firlt he diſallowes 
notof their joy, bur rather animates them” to 
it, only he diſlikes the motrve, or more pro- 
perly to ſay, ſers down whar they ought to 
lay hold onas the 64/3; of their exultations : Re 
Joxee becauſe your Names are written im Heaven. T hat 
they were xzeaſour in God's ſervice, charitable, 
had: the gift of rtonguer,, of working miracles, 
caſting out Dewls, and the like; theſe muſt 
not be the groundwork of their contentments; bur 
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that they are by the efficacious Will of Gad 
tran{mirred to a ſupernatural end , upon, 
which foundation are built all the ſpiritual bene. 
fis of God towards them, as their vocation, ju. 
{lification, and glorification : From this Rog 
ſprings their calling to be a Chriſtian, to be a 
member of Chriſt's rrue Church, by means of 
which they obtain grace, and by the rig/t uſe 
of Grace eternal plorification : TT his muſt gives 
birth and fe to their joy, and no leſs to ours; as 
itdid to our Holy Penitent before his fall, and 
now reſtored ( as he hopes ) ro the wonred cas 
reſfes of his Creatour, he begins to breath 
afrer the afſurance of his predeſtination, which had 
ofren occaſioned unto him abundant oy: 
Whercfotche cryes; keſtore unto me the joy of thy 
Salvation. 8 

Yet whileſt he petitioned: for this ſolid 
contentment, he was not 1gnorant'that his Zle- 
#ion muſt proceed from the merciful hand of 
God, and the Col/ation of plorytrom the intereſt 
of his own merits: God firſt puts us in at 
infallible condition to be happy, and then ſo 
tempers the circumſtances, as we our {elves may 
be a partial cauſe of our happineſs, he offers the; 
occaſions of merit, this done, heſcconds our 
endeavours ſo powerfully as the effett, to wit, 
eternal plory cannot but follow: So that the 
109 he tues for, is an aſſurance.to be in the ſtate 
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of graceand eternally predeſtinate; that be his 
combats and aſſaults in this lite never ſo furious, 
he shall overcome : Be his temptations never (o 
yehement, the iſſue will be glonow,- having his 
 Eyesſtill tixt upon the Palms of Beatitude, the_ 
aſſured guerdon of his conflifts, in calc, I ſay, he 
be in the number of the Predeſtinate. 

But as to theanfallible decree of predeſli- 
nation, our Holy Penitent knowes it is a ſecret 
Shut up inthe ( abinetof his great Councels; 
the joy theretore he aims at here 1s, that” 
which ariſes from the mediums conlequent to 
our eternal Election : For God firit deſigns our 


Beatitude, and afterthis the means to arrive un- 
tO it, as to have true faith, to obſerve the, 


( ommandements, to avoid fin, to practice works 


of mercy, to have a /qcere repentance , a perfect 
charity towards God, and our Neighbour, to 
bear adver/ity with patience, and finally to per- 
ſeverc in grace; thele actions he knowesare the 
proper inſtruments to cauſe joy, within him; 
in order tothis he reſolves upon the punQtu- 
al accompliſhment of his commands, and this vi= 
goroully like a Giant both with firmfooting, and 
with large and nimble paces;nor willhe diſcharge 
this Obligation in a cold manner, {imply to pay 
what he owes, bur with a {crious, application 
of his Mind offering them up.to God, and 
direing them to his g/ory with, a moſt holy 
Qqq and 
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and piou zeal; Next, herefolves alwayes to 
dothart whichis moſt acceptable to God, know: 
ing that we cannot give him too much honour, 
and that our fidelity engages us not to omit” 
any occaſion of doing good: Laſtly, he will 
be afliduous in framing interiour and cxte- 
riour acts of vertues, eſpecially ſuch as more 
immediately lead unto hins, he will conſpire 
with heart and affetion to all the ſervices, to all 
the afs of love, praiſe and glorification, that they 
molt pertec&t Creatures ever have, or shall 
o1veunto him. 

His next defion 1n purſuance of this joy 1s to 
have an Eye tohimſe/f, whom he beholds like 
a plat of ground, which muſt be cultivated, and 
emboweld ere it be fruitful : .He undertakes 
this meliorationwith the tools of-forutude, tem- 
. perance, and other wertues; nor 1s he ſet on, 

work by the comtline/{ of vertue, or tmrpitude of 
vice; his final end 1s the objett of all his motion, 
it is meerly to pleaſe God, and glorify him in 
his Salvation. He knowes the condition of 
this hfe is alwaycs beſet with dangers, and haz- 
zards Calas his own experience had too freshly 
taught him this Truth) and that we are.in the 
midſt of ſworn mortal Enemies, wherefore he 
is reſolved to bear a ftrif? band, and purchaſe 
vitory by a perfe& abnegation of bimſelf, of 
his /enſes both interiour and ns 
| 1s 
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his memory, underſtanding, and will, knowing it 
is a Nice and Tickiſh Combat to overcome by 
Love. ' 2:0 

His third contrivance to joy is, notto fail in 
what he owes to his Neighbour: He conſiders 
eMan iſſuing from the hands of God, and 
in a capacity (if faithful ro his Graces) to re- 
turn unto the ſame fountain : Wherefore he 
fears to hate that perſon whom God may 
have deſigned to love foreternity, andas he 
loves God not as a particular, but univerſal good, 
ſo he will cheriſh, love, and honour all Souls, as 
being in a poſibility of enjoying him. 

This 1s the foundation our Holy Pentent 
laycs for the ſuperſiruture of his joy ; remitting 
the relt to the diſpoſal of that all comprehending 
Architect, whoſe (nes, are drawn ſeverally ac- 
cording to the rule of his providence: For when 
a Soul whom he hath gratified with endearments 
of ſpiritual reliſhes, and ineffable delights happens 
to forfeit by ſome default the ſubtration of his 
grace, ſomerimes upon her repentance he not” 
only admits her again to his favour, bur alſo 
to. her wonted raviſhments, nay to that degree 
as even She ſcems to have gained by her lofi : 
SAmectimes again he is pleaſed barely to Seal 
his pardon, without any turther commmnication of 
thoſe Embuſiaftick throwes, she uled to feel in- 
her amorowut tranſports. Now I find our Penitent 

in 
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in this his petition 1s defirous to regain all, | 
and this appears in divers others of his Pſalms, 
where he ſuffers ſtrange convul/rons 1n his defires 
tro be united unto God, and now born up 
with a reſtleſ/ longing, he (1ghs forth, reſtore me the 
joy of thy Salvation. | | 

St. Gregory puts this diſtinction 'ewixt corporal 
and ſpiritual pleaſures, that the former not had, 
push us on to vehement deſires for the acqui- 
ſition, but when enjoyed they -preſently coy, 
and beget a nauceouſne//; the other give very 
little inſenives when abſent, yet being oncey 
poſſeſſed they are ſtill covered, becauſe {till | 
creating new delights, and though to be kept 
in defire and hope be a kind of torment in Earthly 
enjoyments, yetitisnot ſowhen they relate to 
Heavenly treaſures, the reaſon is, *God hath de- 
puted Earth for our hopes, and Heaven forour 
bliſs: If here we are mindful of Celeſtial glory, 
and make it the ſubjet of our thoughts, and de- 
fires, every the leaſtglimmering hope of that 
bleſled ſtate will produce meffable joy within 
us. There is nothing ſayes St: Bajl which 
oughtſomuch to ravishMan, as to refle& 
that he is deſigned to ſonoble-an end, as: to 
enjoy God's immenſe perfetions for all eternty: 
 Whence he inferrs the ſole way to antiCct- 
pate our happineſs, 1s tothink continually on 


him, to conl1der that our Souls shall be boo 
lated | 
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lated and as it were diſſolved into his divine ef 
| ſence: Whereforche exhorts us to the imita- 
tion of Painters, who aiming at the perfor- 
mance of a rarepiece, have their Eyes alwayes 
 fixtupon the Original: Burif we pervert this 
order, and make the Earth our Heaven, enjoy 
that we should bur «ſe, what muſt be the, 
Jae; for atcer along cnqueſt, paſſing from one 
delight ro another, our thirſt is never fatis- 
fied : Whence the pleaſures of thi life are re- 
ſembled ro brackiſh waters, which ſtill the more. 
you drink, the more you encreale your thirſt, 
nay they havethis additional circumſtance 
of woe, that their drowthshall never be quench- 
ed in ths life, norinthe next; not in thy, for 
Chriſt our Lord poſitively declared ic tothe. 
Samaritan, that thoſe who ſwill themſelves 
with thc puddle of Earthly pleaſures $hall be al- 
way cs thirſty and panting after new refreſhments: 
Not in the next /ife, for the whole extent of 
Hell could nor afford the unfortunate rich man 
one drop of water,a little to allay the vehemency of 
his enraging heat. I remember Philothe Few treat- 
ing of Earthly delights calls them furta Celithe plun- 
der of Heaven: Sothat who enjoyer them ſteals 
them from thence; now as a thief retains what 
he hath got by rapine with a continual fearand 
jealouſy, which ſtill moderates and allayes 
the contentment of his acqueſts, 1o doubtleſs there 
Rrr is 
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is norhing tranſitory can give are ſarufaction to” 
the owner. | 

Our Holy Peniten was very ſenſible of 
this Truth, and grown weary of the World's 
proſperity, confeſſes in another Pſahm, that his 
Soul conld find no comfort but 1n the meditation 
of everlaſlins joy; as in this the whole ous of 
his petition is, that as «Abraham was ready at? 
God's command to facritice /ſaac his ſole joy 
and contentment in this life, ſo heis ready 
ro renounce his lovely Abſalom, orany thing 
moſt dear to him in this World, thatby this 
. diſpropriation hemay makea paſſage to that 
lafline joy which attends his Salvation. Where- 
fore he will neyer ceaſe to implore , reſtore 
unto methe joy of thy Salvation. 


7he eA plication. 


Our Penitent in{1nuates the high contentment 
heoncereceived, when a darling to Heaven he 
had promiſes made him, that out of his Line 
Should i{ſue forth the Worlds Saviour; and as 
the perpetuity, of his blood to continue in the 
Thronewas faſtned to his poſterity, upon a con» 
dition that they obſerved his Lawes, which 
promiſe was evacuated(he fears)by his tranſpreſions: 
Wherefore now readmitted into favour, he 
hopes tobe reſtored to all his former nun 
an 
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- and amongſt all, he moſt covets'an aſſurance * 
touching the coming of the eMeſſiar, This is 
the joy of Salvationafter which he languishes. 
In imitation we mult rejoyce, in that the /n- 
carnate word 18 Come, and redouble our joy in the 
reflection ot his glorious qualities: Firfl, that this- 
ſacred humanity is diſtained from all the corrup- 
tons of our nature; and though it be of the 
ſame ſpecres with ours, yet it far ſurpaſſes all 
created things, evenin the firſt rank of eAngelr. 
Next, his fleſh miraculouſly framed by the 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt ,' of the blood of a 
Virgin all immaculate, was fo. pureas noray of 
the $2 could be equalled to it. Laſtly, into 
this unſpotted fleſh was infuſed a Soul of a beauty 
ineffable, adorned withpgrace, knowledge, and. 
all ſupernatural habits, xs God himſelf judged 
It not unworthy of his perſonal union. Let” 
then this accomplished wonder of all perfe- - 
_ Cionbe the ſubjett of our prayer, that we may 

poſſeſs the joy of thy Salvation. '£ 
1... eAmen. 
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Et ſpiritu principali confirma me, 
eAnd confirm me with a principal Spirit. 


A Eminks our Penitent by this clauſe ſeems 
ro haveshaken off his ( hains, and forti- 
tycd with the Seal of his pardon begins to fly 


| atall. He had /aid daim to the Holy Ghoſt ; next, 


he expoſtulates for the reſtitmtion of his primary 
effett which is joy. Now he weuld have a 
principal Spirit which -might lead him to perfe- 
Zion, and by that meanspur him into the beſt 
poſture of /ecurity from arelaps, as our preſent” 
condition can bear; ſaying, confirm me with a 
principal ſpirit. 

This perfettion or principal ſpirit ſo called, 
becauſe it leads to generous and noble exploits, con-. 
ſits ina concourſe. of vertuous habits diſpoſing the 
Soul to ations moſt holy and meritorious. Our Pe- 
nitent aims by it to endear himſelf to Ged, and 
ro prove juſt and obliging to his Neighbour: 
As tothe fr/t, this noble ſpiritſettles the Soul ins 
a perfett repoſe ; and as the Needle alwayes 
points towards the Aorth-pole, ſo all her af- 
feftions guided by this ſpirit tend, and reſt 
quietin God: She looks upon herſelf in the/ 
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condition. of his ſpouſe, a quality the moſt Jub-" 
lime 5he can be capable'oft, by which she is 
cnabled ro leada life an{werable to that title: 
She hath no remorſe of conſcience, as: being at a 
orcat diſtance from fin, 'she is enriched with 
peace, Sheltered under God's ſpecial Providence, 
and hath power to bend his will by her prayer to 
any thing shedelires, becauſe shedelires no- 
tins but what is good : Her thoughts are all cele- 
flial, her affettions all pure, and her life no leſs 
admirable-than 1t is rare. No wonder then if 
our Penitent after a grant of Jubilzes, alwayes 
chearful, alwayes ravished with pledges of 
Salvat:on Should petitionstor this ſpirit of perfe- 
lion, which might ſecure all theſe advantages 
to nM ; confirm mewith a principal ſpirit. 
Itis this wiſdom our Penitent aims at which 
irradiates, enflames, and gives to the Soul 
a relliſh of Heavenly comforts ; this1s the Evangelical 
Pearl tor whole purchaſe thewiſe Merchant fold 
all he had, andirt 15a good: bargain; for St. 
| Pail fayes, a Soul adorned with perfettion is of 
| fuchawalveas the Earth deſerves notrto bear 
her, and Sclomon preterrs one jing/eperſon tearing 
God before a thouſand impious Sons; nay God 1s 
pleaſed ro own 1 ſpecial protection of his perfect 
Jervants, (tyling himſelt particularly te God 
of «Abraham, 1ſaac, and Facev: So tharldoubr 


not, oe Soul endued with :Perfec:jon doth 
S{{ alone 
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alone more glorify God, than an infinity of g. 
thers that languish and confume their /:ves 
in coldneſs and indevotion ; Our Penitent there. 
fore becomes now ambitious of promoting 
God's b9nour, ſupplicates for a ſpirit of per feffion, 
and though he knowes ulually it is not at- 
taincd to butbya long prattice of vertues, yet 
Almighty God 1s pleaſed ſometimes to iſ. 
penſe in this proceeding, and in a moment” 
raiſes tO a high degree ſuch as he hath defroned 
| tor his hoiceſt favours; and truly he had fo far 
experienced God's liberal band towards himſelf, 
that he might reaſonably hope to obtain what« 
ſocver he made the ſubje# of his requeſt, as here 
with all fervourand zeal he petitions; compirm me 
with a principal ſpirit. 

Many Drvines are of Opinion, that ( hrif 
our Lord ſuffered more in the rude combat of 
his paſſion for the moſt perfect Souls, than for 
others : For though he oftered up his b/ood for 
the redemption of alle Mankind, yet all did not e- 
qually ſharein the fruitof his paſſion : Some only 
have conveyed to them by it ſufficient means of 
their Salvation withour any other effet, other; 
alſo receive from thence the rue remiſſion of 
cheir /ms; bur perfeft Souls are raiſed by this 
oblation to a ſtrange pitchin a ſpiritual life. and in 
conſequence to that, to a degree of moſt emi- 
nent glory; Wherefore the paſſion of Chriſt is 


to 
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to them effectively more beneficaal. This poſition 
they prove out of the Canticles, where Chriſt 
ſpeaking roa beloved Soul ſayes, vulneraſti Cor 
mem; thatistoſlay; there is nota hair of her 
head, dart of her Eye, leaſt motion of her heart, 
orlimb, which colt him not a wound, becauſc 
they all imporr acts of obedience, humility, and 
love, towards him; and therefore it was a 
pleaſmg wound, finceit was to be to them mat- 
ter of all their ſpiritual benediftions : Whence 
you may ce that Chrnift our Lord doth noc 
like Creatures who love the leſs thoſe perſons that 
have cauſed unto them the greater ſufferings , 
for one act of gratitude on our part is of a veriye 
ſo ſoveraign, as it heals and cloſes up all his 
wounds. 

If then his paſvon however bitter 1nitlelf 
was made delrohtful ro him inregard of they 
juſt whom he foreſaw would make good uſe 
of it; how oughtic to affet thoſe who reap 
the beneft, itis this ſatyfaftion after which our 
Penitemt aſpires, for in this a double contentment 4 
arrives to perfect Souls : Firſt, 1n'that his love 
made him ſuffer ſo liberally for them : Next, 
In that they have contributed to allay the a- 
cerbittes of his paſſion, by the foreknowledges 
he had of their compliance with his grace. O 
what ſolid mattcr of joy > Now you muſt: 
know that our Penitent looked upon himſelr 

almuch 
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aſmuch concerned in the fruit and participation 
of Chriſt's merits, as thoſe who were to live 
atrer his comming and vf/ble appearance uponyu 
Earth. Our Petitioner, in the preceding Verſe 
expreſſes himſelf in the Terms of thy ſalvation, 
thacis, purchaſed by the merits of. Chriſt God- 
man. The Churchcalls ita happy fault in that it 
mcercited fo greata Redeemer, 1n the fame {enſe 

ur Penitent contemplating the cauſe of his 
redemplion, admires his happy deliverance, and ur- 
ocs for this ſpirit of perfettion, that as the juſt 
was to be the motive of amore pions effuſion of 
his b/ood,, fo he becoming perfeit might af< 
{wage his torments; to which end he cryes, 
confirin me with a principal (pirit, 

Again, our Penitent 1s animated to this 
his petition upon the conſideration, that when 
a perfect Soul whom God hath deſigned to 
ſalvationtalls into any notable default (as he may, 
not being impeccable) tic lets her not Ilye& 
mircd 1n the fitbof pr without any feeling of 
her condition, but preſcntly ſolicits her 
with his exciting graces, and this with ſuch im- 
portunityas he told St. Paul, it was hard for him 
co play the ob/linateagainit ſo many darts of his 
love, and if ever that parable was fulfilled, 
where out Saviour having found the loft ſheep, 


 .witnelſes more joy for the recovery of that one, 


than of the Ametynine he had leftin the de- 
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fart, itis certainly in- the reſettlement of a Soul 
in his favour, whom he hath marked our to 
be his: 'Tis true, fometimes Almighty God. 
withdraws his ſuſtaining hand,and permits them 
ro dash upon the Rock of offence, 1o to humble 
them ; that /m might effect what his Grace 
could nor, yet the concluſron isalwayes to their 
oreater g00d; andithemakes uſe of fo many 
ftratagems to bring them to their former ſlate of 
happineſs, being once re:urned, with what pro- 
fulions of his bounty, with what inundations 
of his 2race doth he overflow them? Iris then 
a Soul makes a new oblation of herſelf to God, 
renewing her yowes and promiſes, and ſoon, 
reg11ns her former l[uſize; nay becomes more 
accompliſhed improving ſtill her #ght and ver- 
tue, and with theſe penitential ornaments $he_ 
invites her Eſpouſe toa viſit, who declares in 
the Canticles , that he :s deſcended into the Garden 
of Filberts, and amidſt the «A pples of the Valleys. 
Intimating by. theſe words, that his ſats- 

 fation 15 to bchold a Soul ( freed from rhe, 
link of in ) ro ſpring anew, and bud forth in 
the practice of eminent vertzes, to ſee her 
like fire always in motion, acting generous 
things for his ſervice: To hear her a- 
mid(t the baits of this world ro ſend forth amo- 
roue Sighs atter him , paſſionately coveting ' 


& 


to be diſcharzed from the maſs of the body , 
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{o toarriveatthe fruition of him, and he is {6 
900d as to anſwer every motion of this converted 
Soul : She never looks on him, but he amo- 
rouſly caſts an Eye upon ber; she never thinks 
on him, bur he requites the kimnaneſs with a 
thousht on her ; She never gives herſelf unto 


him, but he as liberally beffowes himſclFupony 


her : Theſeare the entertainments our Holy Pe- 
nitent doth promiſe to himiſclt by means of 
this ſpirit of perfettion , he confefles he hath 
been humbled by his fn: Next, he hopes hey 
is raiſed by his Grace, and now he expects the 
conſequence of his merciful reconciliation; 1mplo« 
ring, confirm me with a principal ſpirit. 

When TI read thydauſe,it minds me of what 
St. Paul ſayes, that where fin hath abounded, there 
Grace doth many times ſuperabound : For doubtleſs 
nothing adds wings to the fervourof a true Peni- 
tent, like to the remembrance of their paſl failings, 
whence I gather our Pet:tioner, upon rhele ſeeth 
of his reſtauratton, will add a ſuperſtructure of my= 
flick Divinity, and raiſe himſelf to as high a 
picch of Union with God, as in this life Man- 
1s capable of. Butin this enterprize he 1s 1g- 
norant what method to follow, becauſe no 
certain rule 1s {ct down by God for its acqui/i- 
tzon, it being a puregift of his, like Grace graty 
given; that we might know we havea eMa- 


fter in Heaven, who inſtrufts immediately by 
him- 
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himſelf his Diſciples in the maxims of true wiſdom: 
Wherefore our Penitent truſts not to his own 
induftry or vertue, but ſupplicates for divine in- 
miſſions, as athing independent ofany other 
means than his own free Donation ; confirm me with 
F principal [pirtt. 

T his Scieuce of myſlick Divinity is defined 
an experimental knowledge of God, ariſing from 
1 wolſlt elevated union of the will with him : For 
the will1s the Organ of a ſpiritualrelkiſh, by which 
Man taſtes the ſweetneſs of God, and by this 
experience teachesthe underſlanding what God is : 
Now this ſavour, taſt, or ſpiritual feeling may 
be ſaid robe a kind of $nowing; becauſe love 


it ſelf according to. St: eAuſtin 1s a knowledoe ; 


but a knowledoe {o ſeeret as unintelligible to any but 
the perſonin whomit1s; as 1t 1s Common- 
ly ſaid of a ſmart pain, none can lo jultly con- 
cerve it as he that ſuffers. Now our Penitent 
thirſts after this banquet, he knowes it forti- 
fics and confirmsa Soul in the praftice of devo- 
ton, andatapinch ſuſtains her in the rude 
combats of temptations : For being wnited unto 
God, sheis above all the attrattives, and wvin- 
lence of { reatures: So that enjoying this delicious 
gueſt by an experimental knowledge, there is doubt- 
leſs nothing 1n this World of force to 1e- 
parate her from God : This Feb ſeems ro in» 
linuate Chap. 1. Place me near to thee, and {fear 


NG 
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rot the attempt of any : And St. Paul likewiſe ap« 
prehending himſelf in this ſecure flate ſers 


the whole World at defiance, who (laycs he) 
ſhall ſeparate me from the love of Feſus ( brifs. 

As this /ecrrity muſt needs give birth to 
continual a#s of joy: No leſs are the raviſh- 
ments which overwhelm a Soul in the prattice 
of this devotio, for it is a certain lively expe- 
riment of God 'S1ntimate preſence, of his eſſence, 
of his perfetions and divine operations; and this 
with an experimental affeftion OC /l rong aſſurance 
that we love God, that we nlake his 2/ryour 
mtereſt, that by complacence and friendſhip we hare 
in what hchath, it being the Nature of true 
love to make all things common. 

The juſt efe is ro worka compleat ee- 
tamorphoſte in us; for totransforma thing, is to 
ſeparate it from its natural form, and communi- 
cate another not only interiour but exteriour : 
Now whena Soul 1sarrived to a boly compla= 
cence in God, and to a /trif amity with him; 
She 1s deveſted of the form of fn, and witiour 
affections, which was her natural inclination, and 
reccives within the Center of her heart, new 
affetions , defrres wholly Divine , and motions 
quite different from what Nature prompts 


herto: This made St. Paul cry / hve now, no + 


I, -but Chriſt doth live inme; and this ſame motive 
oayclitc to our Peritioners preſent addreſs, that 
ga1ning 


ly, —pcts | m— fs . 
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oaining this ſpirit of perfeftion he might looſes 
himfelt, and by that enterchange come to 
know what God uv: That he 1s a ſource of g0od- 
neſs, eminency and beauty ; that he merits all ho- 
nour, glory, reverence, and praiſe : Then com- 
paring himfelt to God, he beholds how vile 
captive, and contemptible a ( reature he is : . Lafely, 
comparing God to himſelf, he admires the 
greatneſs of his clemency and ſweetneſs that deligns 
ro lodge in ſo deſpicable a place as his conſa- 
ence, the ine/timable treaſures of his wiſdom, hence 
enfired with a glowing flame of love, he can think 
on n0thino but him, ſtudy no ſatufaction that re- 
lates not tohim, and abhorrs all ſenſual plea- 
ſure whatſoever: In ſequel of this ariſes a de- 
lioht and ſweetneſs, which ſurpaſſes all thar is 
Earth; Nay even the capacity of an 1n this 
life, as many Saints have witneſſed the ſame, 
crying out, O Deus contine undas gratiz. .:That 
ſuch a torrent of delights overwhelmed them as 
itthey werenort moderated, they muſt needs 
have openeda paſſaze unto Death; O | Who 
would nor be overcome by ſuch a conquering 
ſpirit; confirm me with a principal ſpjrit. 

Another effet of this ſpirit is to ſettle the Soul 
ina great quiet and repoſe, free fromall joy,griefor 
the like; forevery thing is atreft when in-its 
properplace and center:Now God is our Souls final 


end, nor can ſhe be more intimately united unto him 
Vvv 1N- 
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in this life than by the power of this ( eleſtzal 
Philoſophy, wherefore the /forms of paſſions ves 
ry lictle moleſt a Soul enriched with this 
ſpirit ; all things paſs in peace and zranguilty, and 
though itbe crue that we mult ſti]] labour in 
a certain /an2uiſhment and defire, until we reach 
our (enter, yetthis1s ſoattempered by the, 
goodneſs of God, as itis no wayes /rkſome, 

eA boly perſon expreſſes thus very pathetically ; ſay- 
ing,eMy Lordand God, who art the ſupport and [{rengih 
of thoſe who faithfully ſeek you, at the entrance of your 
Paradiſe | bebold you, and beholding [ cannot yet ſay 
what Objeit T have bofere me, becauſe 1 ſee nothing that 
& viſible; there 1s only one thing / dare owne to know, 
that I am both ignorant of what 1 ſee, nor ſhall I be 
ever able to know it: For raiſins my Soul tothe biobeſt pitch 
I find you infinite, and incomprehenſible beyond the ac- 
ceſs of. my imagination, and whuleſt my thoughts world gu 
on,. and make a further inquiſition, a miſt of ionorance 
ſurrounds me : But Oh my (od, what a this zonorance 
buta learned ignorance! Nox illuminatio mea in 
delicits meis; th obſcure Night u a ſplendour over- 
' ſpread with delights, the ſum of my joy and conſolation in 
this life , 1s to confidgr that you are infinity it ſelf, in- 
comprehenſible and an inexhatt {ted Treaſure. What fe- 
licity one day to poſſeſs in glory a good without end, and 
which exceeds what the underſtanding can imavine, the 
| heart defere, or tongue can expreſs, and that theſe Cloud 


which now involye us ſhall break, forth into a Day ofcter- 
nal 
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nel Sun-ſhine. By which you may ſee, that 
holy perſons in theſe admirable: wanſations, 
chough they arc left in aarknef, and mectnor 
with a compleat allay of all their defres, yer 
itbreeds no diſquiet, andall thereſt is ſupply- 
ed by a perfet ſubmiſion to the will*of God, 
notdeliring even Heaven it {elf but accotd- 
ing to the meaſure of his depree. 

Our Holy Pentecht having received: the_ 
fruit of one part of this meditation by his graci- 
ous deliverance from the ſervitude of /m, henow 
covetsto be ſheltered under the ſecure Baſtion of 
this principal ſpirit; Confirm me, &c. 

Some expolitours' underſtand by this 
principal ſpirit the firſt perſon of the blefled Trini- | 
 t, unto whom power is peculiarly attribu- 
| ted; Whencethey inferr in this petition he 
pretends to a gift of Rule and Government, that 
by his prudent orders circumitanced with Ret: 
gion, he might induce his Subjects to pay what 
they owe to(od, himſelf, and to one another : 
By which that choſen Nation committed to his 
guidance might lourish, and he himſelf make 
ſome reparation tor the ſufferings thrown upon_ 
them 1n puni{hment of his tranſgreſſions. 

Others conceive, that by this clauſe he” 
aims at the Spirit of Prophecy, becaule in the 
ſubſequent verſe he undertakes to play the eAZa- 


fler, and teach the wicked, Principles of Heaven, 
LO 
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towhich nothing would more conduce than 
a prophetick faculty. 

Notwirhſtanding theſe Opinions, I ad- 
here to my frft conception, that 'the ſpirit of perfec« 
tion is the ſcope of his defires, becaulc it in+ 
cludes the others; for perfection 1s [tyled by 
Maſters of ſpirituality a ſpirit of wiſdom, and by 
conſequence proper for a Governour; and as 
roRevclation it is moſt certain that contem- 
plativesare illuminated, and receive irradiations 
which narurally chey could not attain to; 
they are often ſo ſurcharged with ſupernatural 
liohts, and knowledge, a projpett of the World's 
Scene being laid open tothem, as even ravish- 
ed with admiration they feem to ſuffer with an 
exceſs of communications , which made our Holy 
Penitent in ſome ſuch like tranſport cry our, 
eAnima mea copnoſcit nimu ; that the divine ope- 

rations within his Soul excecd the limits of 
her capacity, Wherefore we conclude , 
that perfe&ion is an abreviate of Gods Univer- 
ſal favours ro Man, and that our Holy Pe- 
nitent in this his petition comprehends what 
ſoever he can ask 3 confirm me with a principal 


(pirit. 
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The eApplication. 

Weare taught in thisclauſeto aſpire un- 
to perfettion which contiſts in theſedegrees. The 
firſt is to obtain grace and charity; this perfeftion 
isrcquiſitetoall Chriſtians, and 1s ſo efſen- 
tial to a ſpiritual life that without itwe cannot 
make one ſtep towards Heaven. T he ſecond per- 
fetlion 18 oft councel, and conſiſts in a certain diſpo- 
/tion ot the Soul, to performreadilyand with- 
out difficulty on her part, not only what is com- 
manded, but alſo works of ſupererogation; and this 
in 4 Manner more pure, and more ſpiritua/than 
uſually is done; tothis Chriſt our Lord ex- 
horts us in the fifth of St. « atthew, Be yeper- 
fett as your Heavenly Father u perfect, The third 
perfetlion conſiſts in eternal felicity, where we 
Shall be united toa ſovereign good, by a dear vi- 
fron and fervent love. This 1s called our fnalper- 
fection, becauſe there 1s none greater. The 
other two branches are but the means to arrive at 
this, The ſubject then of our petition mult 
be toattain to our Beatitude, and this truly to be 
confirmed with a principal ſpirit. eA men. 
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Cas XXVIL 


Docebo inzquos vias tuas , 
Twill teach the wicked thy wayes. 


'O1% Holy Penttent like a Souldier compleat- 
ly armed (who expects bur the Signal to 
fall on ) believes himſelf now fittted for preat 
deſrons : His frſt undertaking is to chaulk our the 
wicked the Paths of Salvawon, an emerprize worthy 
ſo great a Prince, and ſo greata Penitent, and 
which Chriſt our Lord an zncreated wiſdom made 
the ſole motive of his becoming eAZan. This 
he declares in expreſs terms, aſſerting that he 
came not tocall the juſt but ſmners: Upon this foun+ 
dation I conceive he impoſed upon us an» 
obligation of loving our Neighbour, as our ſelves: 
By vertue of which command we arc to ex- 
poſe our corporal hfe and fortune for the preſerva= 
tion of our Neighbours ſpiritual good; 1t Chriſt 
ſets ſo higha value on a drop of water, or ſcrap 
of bread = in his Name to relieve the want 
of a diftreſſed perſon, as that he will own it as 
done to himſelf, what may we expect in return 
when we prevent the eternal miſery of our 
Neighbour, which is the neceſſary conſe- 


quence of /r not defaced by repentance. T heſe 
reflections 
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reflections ſo tranſported , St. Greyory the 
great as to make himay, The very «Angels do 
envy eManin the converſion of a finner: Nay, they 
would be content to quit even the beatifick, 
Vifon tor awhile, thatthey might render to 
God the ſervice of gaining one Soul ;- and could 
they repine atany thing, itshould be innot 
having Tongues ſenſibly to expreſs themſelves 
in order to thvend, Wherefore you may ſec 
by this clauſe our Pemtent 1s grateful, he will 
notlike the fluggyh fleward bury his Talent in, 
the Ground, but improve it, and this by the 
nobleſt way of Traffck encrealing the num- 
ber of the bleſſed : / will teach the wicked thy 
Ways. 

There 15nothing certainly holds in ſub- 
jetion, and {trikes an awe and reſpe# into us 
more than the impreſſions of knowledoe we re- 
ceive from any perſon, thoſe who are moſt 
tamed for wiſdome in the world, have alwayes 
acknowledged a greater Obligation to their. 
Maſters than Parents, becauſe the one made 
them ſimply to kve, the others to live well : Ir 
was from this principle that God deſigning to 
give a Precept of charity to his reaſonable Creatures, 
to facilitate the Execution of this his command, 
ordained a dependency of one another im the 
conveyance of intellefual notions; that the firſt 
rank of Seraphimsshould enlighten the nexr 

mme- 
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immediate order,” and ſo to the loweſt Hes 
rarchy; for from this 'ordinate tranſmiſſion of 
ſcientifical ſpecies ariſes a Harmony of love and reſpef, 
love in thoſe that communicate, rejpett in thoſe, 
that receive; nor doth 1t end inthe over, and 
receiver, but is returned with the advantage 
of praiſe and. glory unto the ſupream Fountain 
whence all true wiſdom flowes. Now Princes 
are Earthly Seraphims, unto whom it belongs 
Cas mortal Quires ) to enrich their Nobiluy, 
they their immediate ſubordinate ranks, 
and {o tothe loweſt Peaſant, with Documents 
of Fuſlice, temperance, anc Piety : Firſt, by good 
example: Next, by a vigilancy to putin Execu+ 
tion pious, andequitable Lawes. 

Our Holy Penitent happily ambitious to 
lay the Foundation of a Common-wealth, which 
unanimouſly conſpiring to God's honor might 
imitate that of the bleſſed, 15 reſolved to play 
his part; he will not barcly mſim#, but teach | 
by his actions what his /ubjects owe to God, | | 
Nay hewill have a particular Eye unto the wick- 
ed, and shew his zea/ in their reduction, a task | 
beyond the victory over Lyons and Giants, [ Þ J 
will teach the wicked thy wayes. 

[ will teach the wicked thy ways, thatis, thy com- | a 
mandments, and from thence confound them | c; 
in theirdiſobedience: for God having cre» | j; 
ated the world of nothin? , an abſolute dominion | 
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overall Creatures is from thence moſt juſt= 
ly due unro him, and if theporerof thelame 
Maſs of (lay, compoles.Heſſels of honour, and o- 
thers to baſcr uſes, and this without any blame, 
though many cauſes concurr with himin this 
action: Wirth much more reaſon God having 
had no partnerin the production of Creatures 
ought to havean entre diſpoſalofthem,; this ſo- 
cereionty by the title of -Creation' is the moſt 
noble and accompliſhed that ean beima o1ned, be- 
cauſe hederives the priviledge:from none,” but 
holds1itfrom himſelf,to that 11s naturalto him. 

Having laid this, foundation, our penitential 
«*Maſ/ter unfolds unto the wicked a Law eter- 
ual, : which 1s nothing-elſe but certain decrees 
and maxtiins he framed in his infimte underſtanding 
from all ctcrnity, by which he reſolved to 
govern the World, when he should think fit” 
to give ita Being, Amongſt a multitude of 
theſe Maxims, One 15, -to concurr to the- 
motions and attions of all ( reatures conformably 
to their Natures which he would not deſtroy. 
eAnoheris, topermit Man to act according 
to his frenothand liberty whattoever theiſlue be. 
The third1s, not to admit him into Heaven,un- 
leſs he render himſelf in ſome ſort capable of it;and 
afterthe Collation of his grace, and impoſition of his 
commands, never to violence his liberty 10 to obſtrutt 
ſm, but yer he reſolved todraw good our of evil, and 
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at the latter day paſs a ſevere ſentence upon vo« 
luntarybad ations. 

This 1s then the firſt lsſon our Convert will 
read unto the wicked, that the decrees of God 
rouching the worlds Government as they are, 
eternal, {o are they immutable. If ſome be fro- 
zen through want of light and heat, others a« 
gain do melt with the exceſs of both , yet 
willhenot for all this alter the Sun's courſe 
if ſome do abuſe free will, and by it work 
their own deſtrution, this inconveniency will 
not make him change what he hath done, nor 
abrogate that noble priviledge, Though beaven 
Should becormea de/art, yet will he not people 
it but with ſuch as merit it by a good life; I 
mean in perſons grown up to the uſe of reaſon, 
however foolish intoxicated brains may quarrel 
his condu# +( as they do) in many of thelſey 
particulars. 

The next Lefture our ( overt will hold 
forth unto the wicked, and mark our tothem 
the track of heaven, 1s, that this /upream Lord hath 
imprinted in every man a /ay of reaſon , by 
which if he ſquare not his attionsr, his own 
reaſon will riſe up againſt him, play the juage, 
and condemn him: This ight tells us we muſt 
fly what isevilin it ſelf, and embrace that good 
which 1s ſo intrinſick to our natures , as its 
contrary 15 abſolwely evil : As tor example, t04- 
dore 
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- doreGod is a thing fo correſponds with eſans- 
reaſon; as were there no ſuperiour command to do 
it, yet our own judgement could not but al- 
low itasproperand fitting to be done ,. both 
in conſideration of Man's infirmity and vile- 
neſs, asalſoin relation to the greatneſs and in- 
fnity of God. This leh is fo univerſally 
ſpread, rhar ſcarce any can be found {o ſa- 
vage, whoknowsand performs not good in 
ſome kind or other : St. Paul confirms this 


doctrine ad Rom. 1. The Gentils ipnorant both of the 


Lawof Moles andthe goſpel do natwally diſcharoe ſome 
part of the Law, that is, of nature; whence St. Au- 
flin crycs out, O God your Law u written in our 
hearts , which no iniquity can raze out. Hence 
ſprings a remorſe of. conſcience even in the moſt 
barbarous perſons, after the perpretation of 
any crime oppoſite to the law of nature, and 
which ſooner or later never fails to {cize. 
them with apprehen/zons of the drvine juſtice, but 
eſpecially when grace (of which no man is 
alrogether and always deſtitute) awakens 
,their drowzy and cxtinguished conſcience_, : 
this I ſay ever gives them {ome light ſpark 
of knowledge, by which their firſt imconfaderate 
at is rendred leſs excuſable, Thus our brave 
combatant beat#the wicked with their own wea- 
pons , and evidently demonſtrates ( referring 
all to their own conſcicace ) that when 


they 
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they prevaricate by injuſtice, falſhood, irreverence. 


to God, impenitency and the like; they at a- 
oainlt a Law-giver which is God himſelf; and 


againſt a Lay that took birch with their Crea< 


tion, and 15 the eModeland Rule of bumane Lawes, 


which (C withour conformity. to [this Law) 


arc not Lawes, but muſlice and tyranny: [ will. 


teach the wicked thy wayes. 

T he third remonſtrance of our enflamed Do- 
Aour 1s, to inform the wicked that poſutive 
Divine Lawes arenecellary, not only to reitify 
their wandring /teps, but allo to preſerve the Juſt 
in their righteous paths. he reaſon is, eAan 
is deſtgned to a ſupernatural end, to arrive at” 
which his natural faculties are deficient, where- 
forc itwasrequiſite he should have /upernatural 
precepts and rules proportioned to the ſublime con- 
dition of his end : Beſides, after he had ex- 
changed aſtate of innocency tor that of fn, and 
corryption 3 he ſtood in need of a Maſter who 
might inſiruc him how diſaſtrous a thing; fn 
is, how neceſſary to have aredeemer, all which 
Divine Lawes do open unto him. Again, to 
oblerveeven the Lawes of Nature would have 
been a hard tack ; if he aſpircd not after ſom- 
thing more ſublime; for the efforts of his Soul 
are ſo clogged by the violence of his paſſions, and 
his nature ſo weakned by /n, that unleſs di- 
vine poſitive laws had engaged man unto heavenly 


purſuits 
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purſuits, ſcarce would he everhave been abſe 


to reach the perfe# obſervance of the Law of 1a- 


tre. Latly, it was neceſſary he should have 
alwaycs before his'Eyes his dependency and jub- 
jetion unto God, foto be ſtirred up to the 
performance of his auty, and by giving teſtimony of 
his faithful obedience merit ſomething at his 
hands; wherefore his Creation was no ſooner 
finished, but God laid a conmandupon him, 


that he might know even in Paradiſe he had a 


e Maſter. Next, he conſecrated the Seventh 
day ro works of his ſervice;/-obliging the firlt 
inhabitants of the Earth to irs obſervance : 
Moreover, thole firſt Men of the World 
were obliged to the ſupemittural vertues of Faith; 
Hope, and (harity,” without which aQts they 
could not be ſaved; now tho(c decrees were 
poſiiive Lawes, and ſuperadded to thoſe of nature ; 
fo thatin all rimes Men were never left purely 


to'the Law of nature, butit was intermixed 


with ſeveral poſitive ordinations, that night&help 
them on more advantazioufly in the&way oftheir 
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them to the ſole inflinf of nature;| and) condutt of 
their. own Reaſon, Bur like'a careful eALaſter 


teaching them his wit by himſelf, and give- 
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ing them particular directions to Iead them in the 

' way of vertue; he would not {top there, but 

proceed toa further elucidation ot God's benefag 
cowards them; that at laſt overcome by his 

goodneſs, they might lay down their arms, and 

think it no difhonour to lyc proſtrate at they 

feet of ſo noble a Conquerour; which if our pe- 

nitent can effect , he will repeat with much 

joy, I will tegghibe wickgd thy ways. 

Our zealous convert plyes the /ronwhilſt it is 
hot, hoping to render the wicked more walkable, 
wherefore he produces the Meſaick law given 
by God to ſaxtify the Children of eAbrabam, 
and diſpoſe the World for the knowledge, belief, 

| and honorable reception. of Jeſus Chriſt : They 
Lay conſiſted in precepts moral, ceremonial, and 
judicial : The firſtcontained the Ten Command- 
ments, and divers others relating to them; 
and though the Law of nature lcd to their ob« || 
ſervance, yet. many errours were committed in. ; 
reference tg. them , which were cleared, | ; 
and better regulated by pefive Lawes, The |; 
(.eremonial were ordained in order to the wors q 
ſhip of God, regulating what belongs to |, 
the Sacraments, Temple , inſtitution of fafts, | 
and bloody Sacrifice of Beaſts; whercin God |; 
manifeſted: his juſtice, declaring that fn de- 
ſerved Death, and likewiſe his Mercy, in 
that he would exchange the death of a Jun 3 
or |. 
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for that of a poor animal. The third are judi- 
cal which conſpire to the eſtablishment 
of a rare Een amongſtthe- Feps, that 
by an admirable policy being kept'in peace, 
Relioion might flourishg, the number of their 
Laws amount to above ix hundred, an Argu- 
ment of God's indulgence*tawards them: 
For the Fews being ſtupid, and of a'groſs 
_ apprehenſion, uncapable of being led by 
general rules, as not” knowing” how-to app!y 
chem in particular emergenties, he was pleaſed ih 
evcry point to fatisfy- and inſtru them : 
Nay his particular providente hereih appears; that 
dclivering ſo many eAnicles for their obfer?2 
yance, he ſeems to take upor him the whole 
we of providing for their temporals a& well as 
ſirituals, as if he would keep awatch over e- 
very (tepand motion oftheirs, tothe end all 
things might be ex«#, and ſerfed in the high- 
torder. He de{igned them likewiſe fo be. 
1 pattern of Holineſs and Sanctity ro the Gen. 
tier, that by their example they 'mighr be 
drawn from the corruption of 7delatry ; to the 
real ſentiments of vertze and religion, where: 
fore he planted them in the midft of the ha- 
dicable world. CU DD cu UA L 

Laftly, it was juſt tha Nation Should be 
the moſt Religious and Pious, from whence 
feſe ( brift was toifſue forth, tharthey mighe 
* Pre 
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prefigure, /publish, .and engrave him in the * 
hearts and-minds of Men by their holy Ceremonies 


and legal. obſervaices, which were all: ro repre- 
ſent im, and the wonders of his /ife and 
death : or: this caulc, ;ithe kimpdome of the Fews 


was propbetick,-.and their religious aftions a fioure 


of the qualities, 'conartion, and myſteries of Telus 
Chriſt + Nay, all thewoyhipand ſervice which 
God required of that Nation, and all the 
Exerciſe of their Religion was-mecrly to foretel, 
announce, expectand receive the eAeſvas; 
wherefore St. Paul calls it a holy Law abound- 
ing if Ceremomes-, and all tending ro this 
cftect, 10+: 1 ob 
+. T cannot doubt-burt our great Dofour and 
Prophet did with much Energy infiſt upony 
the deſigned End of the eAZoſaick Law which 
is [cſus Chriſt ; repreſenting to rhe wicked 
that the ſole »ay to Salvation was by repentame 
and behef in the eMeſlizs; exhorting them to 
joyn with him in the pra#ice of Heroick afts of 
vertnes, ſo to expedite his coming, and repeat 
after him this hisdaily Prayer; whowil! gruew 
from Sion the Saviour of {ſrael. He told them. 
there was nota gb or /anguiſhment, any prayer, 
or good work, directed for the accelleration of this 
myſtery'which had nor its effet ; that Abraham 
advanced itmuch by his prodigious att of « 
bedience in offering to Sacritice his Son, and 


after | \-- 
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afterhe had runover all the Geſts of Sain:s 
till his time , he conclude all theſe motives 
would have been little efficacious without the 
tharity, mercy, and /oveof God to loſt Man. Sr. 
Zobn attributes the glory of this eAion to love 
alone, andif ſome have compared the vigour 
of love to equal thatof death, © Idare give ita 
higher Encommm, and will ſay it was ſo-gene= 
rous as to tranſport it ſelf up to. Heaven, and 
aſſault the Divinity in his:Throne, drawing 
from thence the eternal San of God. Owho 
can be {o wicked to behold the /mes of. this mer- 
aful proceeding drawn forth, and not preſcnt- 
ly joyn iſſue with our holy: preacher to aban- 
don the pernicious wayes of - fm, and 'become a 
Diſciple? 1n the Rudiments of verine :' T'o behold a 
Redeemer living in the Hearts of «den, before 
he came 'to live upon Earth,, to ſeeall the: San 
Jdiy ofthe World addreſſed:ro himzto fpeak of 
wthins but him, and all conſpire to his glory. 
If before he came, he had {o many tongues and 
wices to ſet him forth; and that the Law and 
ſerviceof God had no other aimthan to engrave 
the Meffias in the Hearts of Men,. what expre/yons 
ought roentlame our agelaftter his:birth, life: 
croſs, and triumphantglory.21 er , 29U 01M vc 
- Theſe are the wazes or (Graduweorwillidi- 
{till into the Minds of the wicked;\gnd:centain- 
ly he did.it-with an exceſs of fervdwagnduebgh! 
Paw, OSD: © helped 


(278) 
helped on by the confideration, that out of 
his ſeed the Saviour of [ſrae! was to be born: 
And itis clear he kept cloſe to this Theam ee 
vento thelaſt, making it his 7effament, and 
the ſubjett of his expiring words to Nis Son Solo 
mon , Thathe ſhould be ſure towalk in the wayes of the 
Lord, thatin the exad obſervance of his judoments 
and Commandment written in the Law of Moſer 
were faſtned the ſucceſionof his Crown, ſaying; 
This done thou ſhalt not want one of thy poſlerity to ſit 
_ upon the throne of Iſrael. Thele are the wages if 
happily taken will preſerve the wicked from, 
ruine, give them eternal life, ſecure them from 
Hell, and open a paſlage to all the delights of 
Heaven, as St. Fohn ſayes; To theend that all who 
believe in the ſhould poſſeſs eternal bliſs. Wherefore 
our Penitentegged on by lo many powerful mo- 
tives to the diſcharge of his tak, will never fail in 
what he hath promiſed, to teach the wicked the 


wayes of (Fod. 


The eApplication. EY 


Our Penitew inſtructs us here by his &+ 
ample, that there is-no employment ſo accepru 
ble unto God , as to difÞþerſe in our Neigh- 
bour the claids of Ignorance, and imbue him 
with principles of wiſdome. His Son Solo- 
mon was perhaps taught by this clauſe =: 

re 
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dreſs ſo happily his petition. And Foelthe pro- 
pher makes 1t the great ſubject of good tydings 
he foredeclared to the Church: Be glad 3ea 
Sons of Sion, andrejoyce in the Lord your God, who hath 
given you ateacher of righteouſneſs. Ariſtotle being 
asked why Commonwealths did not aflign pen/;- 
ons tor eaſlers that taught and inſtructed o- 
thers, as they did to other offices of the State, 
made this reply , becauſe there could be no reward 
anſwerable to their deſert : if he thought certain, 
notions in natural knowledge to be ſo valuable, what 
4price would he have ſet on ſuchas convey the 
ſublime myſteries of heaven unto us : Let us then 
mfirud our Neighbour, by good 'example, by 
doing charity to the diſtreſſed, 'and by whole- 

ſome Documents, every one accotding' to his 
Talent and eAbility: And in doing this, wey 
. follow the ſteps of a great Saint who believed 
he could innorthing better expreſs his grati- 
tude and zeal for God's honour,- than in the, 


Redufion of Souls tothe way of Salvation ; 
> eA men, 


 Cuar, 
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Cius> XXVII 


Et impii ad te convertentar, 


eAnd the impious ſhall be converted to thee. 


BY this clauſe our Penitent deſtroyes rhe O- 

pinion of ſome in thoſe modern times, who 
all crt, that (Chriſt died no! | for. all Men, but only for 
the elefl; for if the impious be not excluded from 
the participation' of his precious Blood , ſurely 
there is none that are, impiety being a crime 
that directly {trikes againſt the honour of God, 
and 1s a complaet rebellion againſt his Divinity. 
Now if our Divine by his preaching was confi- 
dent toreauce fuch oftendours, whom can we. 
imagine shall be excepted? nor canthey ſay we 
are put into a-worſe coudition by the Evanyelical 
Law , in which a plenitude of benedifions are 
chowred down upon us, and which as far 
exccedsthe *Moſeich, asathing real, the type 
and figure that repreſents it. Sr. Zohn Chap. 
1.2. ſayes,(hrift # a propitiation for our fins, and 
not only for ours but for the ſins of the whole World, 
Firſt, Chriſt ſatisfied for eAdam's diſobedi- 
enccand original fm, witnels St. Paul, ad Rom. 
Chap. 2. eA' death entered bythe default of one, fo 
life by the juſtice and obedience of one, Again St. 


Fobn 


- 
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Fobn fayes, Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the /ms of the World, thatis, original jm, for the 
Greek ver{1onputs it in theSingular Num- 
ber, ſo Bede,TheophilaZ,and St:Thomas underſt- 
andit. T1 heeAngehcal Doftoratdds, that the Son 
of God was incarnate rather for original jim, 
which was an univerſal evil, whoſe venome in- 
feed all Aſankind, than for the afual and 
perſonal fins of the World; butas no fn is irre- 
miſſible to an infinite mercy by conſequence» 
after original pn, he made ſatufaction tor all ac- 
tions and tranſorefſions which were mortal; The 
reaſon 1s, that mortal fans not only deprive the Soul 
_ of the vifon of God forall eterniry, bur like- 
wiſe expoſes it to the everlaſting torments of Hell, 
the Son of God then, whole nature rr all good= 
neſs conſidered the miſery of theſe ſins, and 
offered up his /ife and death for their expia- 
HON. | 
For without ſantifying grace our works are 
not meritorious ; NOCr Can _ atufy for any 
venial fin; Wherefore deprive Pans by original 
ſm, we could noc by our felves (no noc by 
the aſſiſtance of the blefled Angels ) ſatwfy for 
the leaſt venial /n: Becauſe, though they be 
endued with grace, yet no pure Creature can 
merit condign grace : Wherefore it was ne- 
ceſlary that Zeſus ( brit Should make ſatyfaction 
for our leaſt failing, as St. Auſtin ſayes excel- 
Bbbb lcently 
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lently well, that to ſave an infinity of Y Vorlds we 
ought not to caſt one plance of the Eye contrary to the will 
of God, Whenceitisclear no Creature can, 
/atsfy for rhe fafft fm, fince to do it, we muſt 
offer up ſomething more valable than the 
whole YV/ orld. 

If then we could not free our ſelves 
from the leaſt deviation withour the interpoſition 
of his merits, muchleſs were we 1n a capaci- 
ty to reheveour felves from the guilt of Enor- 
mous Crimes, and if as to theſc the fruit of 
his paſsion was not applyed unto all, ir muſt 
be either from the inefficacy of ſatufation, or a 
defet of commiſeration and gooaneſs towards his 
Creatures. Itcannot be the frff, for his me- 
rits are infinite by reaſon of the divineperſox trom 
whence they proceed, for athons belong to 
the perſon according to Philoſophy : It was Itke+ 
wiſe mfnite in regard of his humanity, becauſe 
it was ſanfifzed and deifyed by the divinity, which 
was like a certain ſan&ifyins and acifyins form 
unto that ſacred humanity, now as the greatneſs 
of merit is not only meaſured by the quality. of 
the work, bur alſo by many circumſtances, and 
eſpecially in conſideration of the dignity of 
the perſon that merits. Hence ir is that Feſw 
Chriſt being infinite in conſideration of his per- 
ſon, and his humanity. being infinitely boly, his 
ations are of an infinite value, and merit. 


It 


Colee 
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If it be faid his goodneſs is defaent. in this 
ranſom, and that he contracted (it only to 
ſome few; St. Fobn confounds them. for. 
{peaking of the incamation, he ſeems tranfport- 
ed with wonder, and expreſſes it with a /ic, 
that is, God ſo loved the World as he gave 
unto it his only Son: Can we imagine then 
heloved it /o little as to ſelect a certain ſmall 
mmber, no no, he lovedit ſomuch as he died 
for all. There is no good perſoz upon. Earth 
. who deſires not out of charityall Men's Sal- 
'vation, and shall Feſws Chrift the Saint of 
Saints be limited in this his <arity? St. Bridger 
in her Revelations recounts how Chriſt our 
Lord faid once untoher, I am much offended 
with thoſe who ſay my Lawes are bara, that 1 give not 
ſuf ficient Grace to their obſervance, and that my paſſion is 
zo ſome no wayes beneficial, by which they would raviſh 
my goodneſs from me, but at the latter day 1 will juſtify 
my ſelf before the « Angels and Saints, and make it clear 
as the Sun, there was no want 0n my part that there 1s 
not one Soul for whom I would not have endured as much 
as I have done for all, and that the ſole fault conſiſts 
in the obliquity of their wills, alwayes rebellious, and con- 
trary to mime. 
St. Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. 2. 


ſpeaking of certain FW On Hereticks 


ſayes: They deny him by which they are redeemed; and 


St. Paul 1 Cor. c. $. Thu thy Brother will periſh for 
whom 
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whom our Lord and Saviour dyed. Whence it fol- 
lowesaperſox may be damned for whom Chriſt 
offcrediup his death, by conſequence he dyed for 
the Reprobate. The councel of Trent Sell. 6.c. 3. 
Chriſt dyed for all, though as to the benefit of hus death 
thoſe only receive it unto whom his paſſion 1s applyed. 
The price of his blood was given then for all 
Men, :though the ſucceſs be different, ſome 
.more, {ome leſs partaking the fruit of his paſ- 
fron : He1sa Saviour thentoall in ſome de- 
grecoft redemption, even to thoſe he $hall 
judge and condemn, as St. Auſtin on the 53, 
Pſalm. He ſhall judge all the Yorld who hath payed 
the ranſome for all he} Vorld: In which appears 
his magnificence and copious redemption, that” 
would dye for Souls whom he foreknew 
would reſiſt the charms of his grace to the laſt, 
and as muchas lyesin them, render his paſi- 
on fruitleſs : nay he gloryes in that he came 


for the greateſt /inners , promiſing core to the. 


moſt deſperate diſeaſes, nay to the impious in caſc 
they will comply with his preſcriptions. 
To bring this a little more home , St. 
Thomas ſayes the paſſion of Jelus Chriſt is 
like to a ray of the Sun, which though it 
be created for the benefit of the whole World, 
yct all reap not advantage by it, there be- 
ing ſome of a melancholy reſerved bymour who 


effe& darkneſs, and shut up their doors and 
Windows 
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windowes againſt his beams ; {0 thc paſgion and ; 
death of our Saviour, 1s offered up for the 
univerſal good of all + Ml en; but many loving the 
darkneſs of ſm, keep themſelves barricadoed from 
his bento influence, refiſting the lobt of Faith, 
and other attrat{rves of his love. 

Thus you ce all have powerto fave them- 
ſelves, though ſuch only are effeFnally ſaved, 
unto whom the paſsion of Jeſus Chriſt ( by 
our happy concurrence with his ſufficient” * 
Grace )15 communicated and applyed as in* 
the Fifch Chapter to the Aebrews ; be u cauſe of 
Salvation unto all thoſe who obey him. 

Our Learned Dotor upon theſe grounds 
hath reaſon ro hope, that when he shall have de= 
ciphered unro the wicked rhe wayer of God; 
how full of mercy, and obliping ſweetneſs they are, 
they will lend their cooperation and conſent to 
the movings of his grace, bear part with their Sa- 
viour's paſſion, that they may likewiſe sharec 
in his glory, acknowledging with faiband love | 
all that is done, or to be done by them, the 
effects of his grace, and ſoapplyto themſelves 
Chriſt's merits and ſatufattion : And thei impious [hall 
beconverted to thee. 

[mpiety1n/ the (trict acceptation imports 
eAtheiſm and a'shaking off all acknowledge- 
ment of a Dey; 1ts uſual mares are prophane- 
neſſand 46k , by whichall things ſacred are 
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conterined, and eMandegenerates into a brute 
Whar ataskis itthen to reduce an 1mpious 
perſon > Whom neither the fear of a divinity 
dothawe, nor the charms of holy things allure, 
nor finally the /hame of a vaſe ation can move. 
St. «Auſt;n treating of ſuch as are enſlaved to 
this vice fayes, they reſemble in nature to x 
Feaveriſh Diftemper which {t11] creates a thirſt, 
rhough you throw in an Ocean of liquor; fo 
where the flames of impiety have once taken, 
hold, to ſtop the waſtes of its fury patles the ar 
of reaſon, or eloquence; for the impios have nci- 
ther Eye, norEar, norany ſenſe whichis not 
depraved, and turns ll into the malignity of 
its own humour. I remember St. Chry/oftom 
makes a query, why Herod teilfo barbaroufly 
upon the maſſacre of lo many /u/ants, for (ſayes 
he ) he cither believed the Prophecy or be- 
licved itnor, if he gave nocedit to it, it was 
ſortih tn himto embrue his handiin ſo much 
blood, any {park of judgement would have di- 
Qtated: he ought to haves contemned and 
dighted it : Again, if he believed it was a 
real prophecy iſſuing from the decree of Heaven, it 
muit needs be imviolable, and could not want 
its efet : Atlaſt, hefolvesthe queſtion, and 
throwes it upon this, that a Sou drenched in 
impiety, "18 above all things the molt infatuated, 
She is ſo unbappyas, where therc 1s no impulſe_s 

from 
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from abroaq, to precipitate herſelf into ine - 
vitable rune, nay truitleſly to attempt caious, 
and impoſſible things. | 
It is of theſe impious, holy Fob ſpeaks, 
when he gives a rclation of their Maxims. 
They ſay unto God retire from us, we ſcorn the knowledge 
of your wayes, what 1s the () mmipotent that we muſt ſerve 
him, and what benefit ariſes if we pray unto him? 
Theſcarethe familiar blaſphemies which the 
impious belch: forth; the preſence of God they 
decline, shutting upall the «Avenues of Faith 
_ andChariy, by which he mayenter untothem: 
The knowledoe of his wayes, and ( ommandements 
they abhor, becauſe they are contrary to 
their works; to his power they ſubmit nor, 
faigning to believe he is nt omnipotent, becauſe 
he 1s merciful : Finally, they offer nor up their 
ſupplications unto him, becauſe they would ak 
whatis not fit for his ſupream wiſdomand goodneſs 


toaccord. 
Our great Miniſter in de{pight of all theſe 


exorbitancies, promiles yetro himſclt the redu- 
ton ot thele «Monſters, and hopes to hape 
them to the reſemblance in which they were cae- 
ated; in which undertaking we need not doubt 
but he uſed all-the Topicks of authority and rea- 
ſoapr to convince and perſwade : Firſt,ofter- 
ing totheir conſideration how much. it com- 


forts Man to believe thereu aGod, tor in doing 
this, 
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tiiis, we contemplate a Being infnite, and ſo- 
vereign, thar preſides and rules in the World, 
ſo that the World poſlciles 1n him a ſovereign 
good ; Isitnor then better, the /Yorldshould 
enjoy ſuch aBeing which derives from him< 
{elt alone his eſſence, andexi/tence, than to be 

eprivedof it. Forin believing there iaGod, 
we conſecrate our love unto him, we pay him 
the homage of obedience, than which noching is 
more aelyhiful. For to ſerve an Objed of lo 
much excellency 1s the height of glory, we raiſe our 
{cives finally one day to enjoy this accompliſhed 
Beiny, as the ultimate end to which we are de- 


ſigned, andeyery glance of this hope creates in 


us a new contentment. Now if we have not the 
belief of a God, what followes? We convert 
our {elves to a (reatureinferiourto us, mthis 
 werdly, tothis we ſubmit, inthis we hope, who 

being filled with miſery and want, can contri- 
bute lictle or nothing to make us oreat, or 
happy, ſo we muſt needs languish without any 
hopes of a full ſatufattion. 

Befides, fuppoſethere were noſuch thing 
asa God, weare yetinas good acondition as in- 
pious eAtheiſts; forthen we $hall taſt no punyþ 
ment after Death, no more than they; bur if there 
be a od, they have loſt all, in having not ac- 
knowledged the Worlds Sovereign, nor per- 
formed any duty to him; ſo that 1n all Events 

IL 
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itis better to beleve than dubelieve a Deity : For * 
beſides the joyes our hopesattord us in thi life of 
eternal felicity, we run no hazzard of ruine, as poor 
unfortunate, impious Atheiſts do. 

Next, helaycs before the impious, that he 
who believes not a providence, reſembles an Or- 
phinbercit of his Parents, and hath none to 
take care of him ; 1s like aperſonatSea in the 
midit of Tempeſts, who fancics tobe without 
a P:lot, and expoſed to the mercy of the Waves; 
Whereas the comrary opinion ſettles us in peace 
and tranquility ; and in all the d/afters of the life, 
we have this conſolation that his wiſe and indulgent 
Providence, will makeall our ſeeming mifortunes 
to end in happineſs, 1f with patience we expect 
but the /ſue. 11 ©: 

Aozain, he would have the wicked repreſent 
unto themſclves whara comfort it is toplacey 
God ip our thoughts, enriched with all kind of 
per, oF, that he 1s an unfathomed Abyſ/ of excellen= 
, that he is moſt happy, moſt wiſe, moſt powerful, 
molt 2ood, and merciful. So that our dependance 
on ſuch a Sovereign cannot but add much to 
our contentment; to think he hath' abundance ro 
ſupply all our indigency, and goodneſs to confer 
it upon us, if we prove fabjulto his ſervice. 

When he had thusraviſhed them with a diſ< 
courſe. of. God's amiable perfefiqns,, he tells them, 
they were created of: ning: and fo diſtills 

Dddd into 
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into them a conception and belief of his Omnipo. 
tency, and by that (tirrs up their hope. For if 
he drew them out of nothing, with more faci« 
lity can he reſtore fe, and raiſe them from, 
their «Aſhes: T his belief gives us a knowledpe of 
our extraftion, and shews it 1s noble, in that 
we bclong to God, weare ſubjefts to a Lordall 
powerful,who can reward,and paniſh according 
as wedeſerve: Neext,he minds them that being 
compoled of Soul and Body, the one 15 immortal, 


by which he is clevated above all other Crea. 


tyres, andreſembles the glorious 2Angelical fpis 
ritsr; Now had they nor this aſſurance by faith, 
what deſolation and deſpair would ſeize them, 
at the approach of Death, when like Beaſts they 
muſt come toloſeall, and perish for ever in 
corruption; whereas the belief of a Reſurrettion 
renders Deathuntous butlike a ſound ſleep, in 


the fpace of which we remove from one ha- | 


bitation to a better: So that the belief of the 
Soul's immortality 1s accompanied with they 
oreateſt conſolation that can be. 

His next overture is that they are deſign- 
ed to eternal beatitude, from which article pro. 
ceeds a moſt raviſhing harmony : tor it is the 
{olecharm by whichall the traverſes and afflifti- 
ons of this lite are made ſupportable, and thy 


only ingredient. which {weetens the bitterneſs of 


mifortunes here : Itis juſt like aperſon in diftreſs, 
A and 
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and born to a vreatinberitance, who ſtill animates* 
himſelf with the expectation of his E/llate, 
which will be the more welcome to him, as his 
hardſhip hath been the greater; no leſs do our 
preten/zons tO Paradiſe plant in us hope, charity, hu- 


mility and conſtancy in all events. 
Our Holy Penitert notwithſtanding all 


this is not ſoarroganr as to per{wade himſelf, 
the force of his eArguments will infallibly pre- 
vail upon the impiou: For though the advn- 
tages of Faith pre{cribe an Antidote againft any 
Poyſon of myfortune either in thy life, or the next, 
though it contain nothing that 1s not holy 
and pure, nothing: that is not worthy the, 
e Majeſty of God; yethe knowes that eAZan 
by the ſtrength of nature cannot purchaſe a 
compleat beatitude ; that neither by the ſuccor of 
any natural eAgent can he arrive to his perfect hap- 
pineſs, becauſe itis above, and excecds any core- - 
ated veriue; 1o that it 1s neceſſary God should 
therea&t immediately himſelf, as1n the raif- 
ing adead perſontolife, or reſtoring /22ht to rhe 
blind, whence St. eAuſtin ſayes, IN one can ove 
eternal life, but the Author of Etermty : And there- 
fore our wiſe Penitent ayes not, he will convert 
the impious, but that they shall be converted, 


which 1s to ſay, the power of God's grace muſt 


trike the ſtroke. 
Laftly, he acquaints them, that though 
they 
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they are to be illuminated, inſpired, and 
inrroduced into their happineſs by God him. 
ſelf, yer the ſole way to diſpole themſelves 
for this, muſt be by their own good works and 
ations: Not bur that the Ommpotency of God 

might give them beatitude without .cxaCting 
any thingar their hands, butthe order of his” 
Providence would haveirſo, that Manshould 
exerciſe himſelf in virtue, and /abour for they 
purchaſe of his final perfettion: To whichend 
God aflilts him with his grace, and gives ſu- 
pernatural helps, which proportion his good works 
to the preatneſs of beatitude, unto which k& 
may raiſe himſelf by degrees, by many /abours 
and pious exerciſes; ſo to purity, and the bet- 
ter todiſpoſe himſelf for fo ſublime and tran- 
ſcending an end. | | 
In concluſion, our great Dottor bids them 
oather from this his diſcourſe upon what foun- 
dation they ſtand, that if they will have a 
(.rown they mult fight for it; they mult deſert 
their wayes of impiety, change their gluttony into. 
a ſober repaſt, their ſoftneſs and delicacies into ay- 
erity, their vain joyes into Tears of Repentance, 
their /bidinous deferes, into languiſhments of love 
and affetion towards God. It then the moſt 
impious will ſubmit to this doom, and follow 
theſe rules his Holy Providence hath ſect down, 


he will notblush to aflert with confidenceL 
that 
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thateven the moſt enormous fannershall be cons 
verted : eAnd the impious ſhall be converted. 


The eApplication. 


By this clauſe our Pemtent would fortify 
us againſt deſpair, and shew there is no 1 
ſo enormous which can reſiſt the efficacy of a true 
repentance, for God hath engaged hu word not” 
to be inexorable, and proteſts 1tis far from his 
tzoughts, to will the death of aſunner, and he cx- 
cepts none; nonot the mpious, but upon ſub- 
miſfien he will receive them with open arms, 
raze from his memory their iniguitier, and rran- 


ſport them from a [late of perdition to the rich © 


title of being his Chilaren. St. Bernard (ayes, 
he that ents ro what God.affirms, expreſſes 


his Faith, and gives belief ro God; he that” 


acknowledges his Exiſtence and Being, 1s ſaid 
to believe God: Laſily, he that places all his 
bope in God, is praperly.laid to believe 1nyP 
him. Let us then remcmþer when we ſay 
our creed , that at the ſame time we call all 
out hope and confidence in God, relying '0n his 
goodneſs and power, which 15:nfmute andexceecds 
by. conſequence all'the malice of {1n, . Ler 
us repeat with St. Auſtin, if Paula perſecmtourand 
oreat ſinner is became a/ feof elettion, why 

| LEeEceE _ <$houlg 
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Should deſpair; and why shouldnot with.” 
our Holy Penitententertain a firm hope, whey 

the impious ſhall be converted, Amen, © 


CH x-v;'AXLX. 


Libera me de ſanpulnibu Deus, Deus ſaluty mez, 


Free mo 0 fr om blood ) God, God of my Satvation, 


(Urnoly y Ponbeem makesaſto in ONS 
reer of his zeal at the'voice of blood from, 
Heaven which'"beats his afrighted Ears : He 
remembets' how'Cain wanderct like a reſtleſs 
motion,” beholding galwayes. in his imaginati= 
on Spettres , <Moonftres , Fears, and dread; the 
aſual mitesof a Conſcience wounded with homi« 
cde. And shallhethen fitquietin his Throne, 
whilſt Uriah his Veins are opened, and ems» 
ptycd by his 'command {5 ''the rething Vapour 
whichariſes from that imurcd Body feems ſo to 
thndenſe the eAir; that it even ſtifles him 
Wherefore he begs alittle reſpiration, that he 
thay recover a mew life; and which he 5hall 
Ever oWE to the God of his Fn ag Free 
me { fronbiue, Ges i IN 

* Sr Fregny the great, rendering a reaſon why 
Go | 
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God will inflict an eternal puniſhment for a mo-. 
mentary tranſgreſiion, layes the weight of his ar- 
oument upon the prattice of Men, who dil: 
patch away into another World by Sentence 
of Death eMurderers, and other Criminals of 
ſeveral leſs degrees; by which( as much as 
inthem lyes ) they inflict a puniſhment for eter= 
nity, depriving them of life which they can 
neverreſtore. 

Our Holy Penitent fears the force of this 

ratiocination , for fince. he hath decreed this 
doom to his innocent neighbour , what remains 
for him to expe#, bur a torment without end , 
which shall laftas leongas the:injury, and this 
he can never repairs All his plea then is to 
repent, to diſown his malice, tothrow himſelf. 
at the Feet of himin whoſe Hands are graſp- 
ed all the Lawes of life and death; that he have- 
ing the ſupream Legiſlative power, to him alone 
it belongs to diſpenſe, * acquit, Or chaſtiſe accord- 
ingto the meaſure of hiswill, Wherefore hep 
ſacs to this God of Salvation, that he may be 
freed from that heavy doomduertothis:tran(- 
orefltons; Free me from blood, &<c. 

St. \ «Matthew fayes wholoever shail take 
u»aSword in order tothe effuſron.ot bumape blood 
Shall periſh by the Sword ; the? Jame meaſure $hall 
be returned to him which hethath dealt to's- 
thers, and by the fame means:/he Fry Ax 
WA Es normers 


-,— 
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19thers deſtruction, hyswnshall be contrived, 
andin Gen.g. the reaſonis given; becauſe Man 
2 created 69 the reſemblance of God. We find that 
upon the ſ{corc of the exceliency of humane nature, 
Man is taken off from the perpetration of ſever] 
fins as too low for the dignity of his Creation, 
Tt he conſideration that he 1s endued with 
reaſon, gives unto wiſe perions an averfion 
from carnal pleaſures, leſt rhey should by them 

2gcnerate into the conditionofa brue; The 
conſideration that his Soul 15 immortal, makes 
him fly eAvarice, it being ſottish tor a ſubſtance 
which is to exiſt for ever, to dotc upon any 
thing that is lyable to ruine and corruption. The 
conſideration that bu Soul is inv;/uble, gives a 
check to Pride and Yavity, fince her plories can« 
not appear ſenſibly and with ſplendour betore the 
Eye of the World. Lafth, the conliderati- 
on that she animates and exlivens every particle of 
the Body, how minute, or vile lo cre it be, 
warns her from offering any damage or injury 
to our Neighbour. It I ſay theſe thoughts 
work many to decline {eyeral particular - ns, 
in regard they are misbeſceming the excel- 
lentqualitiesof the Soul; doubtleſs the mes 
ditation, that she 1s the fair Image of God, 
ought to make us abominate all {in without” 
reſerve, fearing by any vitious act to deface 
the lively Image ofa Divinity : Wherefore 
| the 
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.thereſpect we owe to his reſemblance, ought» 
coſtrike inus aterrouroft laying violent hands on 
our Acrgbbour, much leſs 'by any force to 
diſſolve that lovely anon of Soul and Body, in 
which conſiſts the accompliſhment of God's work 
in framing Man: Wherefore St. Cyprian ſayes, 
the honour of humane nature is to treat well the_ 
pourtraiture of God, and from thence diſcharge 
our awful reverence cowards the Original. 1 
Bur when any one is led onby fury and re 
venge, or will uſurpina private perſon the ex- 
ecution of Juſtice, this is ro dash in pieces the- 
[maze of God, . which perhaps he' would pre= 
ſerve, oratlealt haveitſhand, untill by in- 
ſtrumenrs of his own he 1s pleaſed toundo ir. 
Our Holy Penitent contelles he hath com-. 
mitted this outrage, he is guilty of this Irregu= 
lar procceding, and hath deſtroyed God's 
fair handy work in the Death of Uriab, which- 
he was bound to keep decently in repair, it 
being the Office of a King toprotef, and not 
deſtroy his Subjeits. How many brave deſigns 
hath hc had toerett a Temple in God's honour; 
and now hurcicd on by an-unruly paſhon, he 
hath demolished a ffrature more valuable in- 
the fight of God, than all hismaterialetficer the 
Hands of Mancanraiſe. Vs 1 11 4 7 
' If incendiaries by all Nations are-punished 
with moſt rigorous Laws, what enimadverfrons of feb 
Fftt verity 
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yerity will be practiſed upon ſuch as deſtroy 
nor only habitations but znbabitams, who ruine 
a manſon wherein God hath lodgeda Soul im. 
mortal, and which he hath deſigned to be the 
matter of her oreat merit in thy lite ; and an inſiry. 
ment of ba praiſe in the next. And if St. Payl 
ſ{ayes, the blood of Sor; will be required at 
the Hands of Palors, who ſtarve and famigsh 
their flock for want of due mſtruction, and pood 
Example ; what account $hall he have to 
make, who hath not only by on truſtra- 
red his Subjets of good Documents, 11\[uing from 
an exemplar life, but more, hath eftectively 
concurred tothedeſtruttion of them, and hur- 
ried them to a dreadful Tribunal, ata time when 
pcrhaps they were little prepared for that” 
grandballancing of all their good and bad deeds; 
and by this means who knowes whether he 
hath nor only disjoyned, and torn the Soul 
from the Body, but even from God forall cter+ 
nity: Theſe diſmal thoughts prompt him to 
fly for Sanfuary, and it is nowhere tobe 
found bur at the Throne of God's mercy which 
he implores ; Freeme from blood, Cc. 

- : Again, he conſiders with what a ſevere 
£ye Godslooks upon the;jm of homicide, com- 
manding in eMoſes Law , that blood alone 
 bhouldbe the price and ſatsfattion for blood; nay 
heextends iteven to irrational Creatures, m 
1 
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if any happen to be the cauſe of Man's death, 
che Beaſt ( what ever it be ) should lole its 
life. Ic was to prevent this unnatural violence, 
chat he prohibited the eating of blood, ſo to 
cut off any practice which might diminish 
the horrour of it. Beſides, the remorſe and 
tortures of conſcience which alwayes attend 
this /m, ſufficiently evidences, that though 
in other Crimes his patient Fuftice ſeems for a. 
while to lye aſleep, yer thuhe alwayesrevenges 
upon the place: For if the Thunder-bolts of his 
anzer do not immedaartely tallupon their heads | 
as tothe publick view; atleaſthe begins the 
execution from the firſt moment of- the Fact 
committed, diſturbing their /eep with frighr- 
ful Phantomes, and hilling their awakened hearts 
with dreads and terrours that their lifets even, 
a burden and Irkeſome to them , of this are extanr 
innumerablecxamples, both in ſacred and 
prophane Hiſtories,too long here to recite. 

It is not unworthy our obſervation, that 
a murdered Body ſhould bleed afreſh Cas it hath been 


often experimented ) at the preſence of the murde= 
rer, Itis true many give natural reaſons of the 


thing, attributing it to thewtal ſpiritsnot yer 
extinguiſhed in the remnants of the blood retreat- 
ed into ſeveral Cranies of the Budy, which 
by an eAntipathy at the approach of their adver= 


fary fall into a Commotion, and by this diftur- 
| bance 


{ 
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bance occaſions the blood again to flow. QO- 


\ thers ſay it may proceed from a /mpathy, 
{uppoting the murderer to. have upon his wea-. 


pou wherewith he gavethe wound, or in ſome 
other part about him, certain dropps of blood of 
the deceaſed, by which Sympathenck wvertue it re= 
ccives motion 1n order to its reunion. But my 
deſign not being to infilt onPhuloſophical drſputes, 
I will not labour to weaken the force of their 
Arouments, and only aflert my Opinion, which 
1s, that it ſpeaks {1mply the extraordinary way of 
God, which he holds ſometimes in ozekind, 
ſomerimes in another, to manifeſt and publish 


* offtendours of this nature, 


- Our Holy Penitent may be brought iny5 
foran inſtance, unto whom it was declared 
by God's own command, that notwithſtand- 
ing all his erties in contriving Uriah his 
Death, it should be expolcd in the view of - 
rhe whole World; thartururc ages might ſce + 
he whom he had choſen as the delight of hu heart, 
Should have no priviledge in this particu- 
lar, and though he would abatc ſomething 
of his wonted -rigour, in not exacting his 
lifetor a ſatufattion; yer he: would bring it near 


_ tohisdoor by the rebellion of his ( bildren,, with 


the Enmity and eMachinations of many ( onſpirar 
tours againſt him ; and that the Law of retaliation 
was not executed againſt him, perhaps hey ' 
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owes it to this dauſeof the petition, which he 
ſcems with more than «ſual fervour to have_. 
preferred, repeating ;- 0 od, God of my Sal- 
vation. & No | 

We may here reflect, how pernicious a 
thing paſſion is, when once it hath got the 
eMaſtery, and how ſoon it gets ſtrength with 
the aid of dangerous occaſrons, Our Penitent” 
knew well, that the Divine precepr;. Na 
occides, thou ſhalt not kill; did not only forbid 
the taking away of our Neighbours life, but likes 
wile all rancour of malice towards him, all in« 
 juyby word or deed, which may touchup- 
on his honour or perſon , all diſputes, conteſt, or 
 impetuo/ity of Choler, thele are the ſeeds of rhat 
monſtrous fruit homicide, as St. Fobn fayes , 
who hates his Brother 1s a homicade : For by nou- 
rishing within you alittle ſpark of animo- 
ſity, this from. the hear: appears in the Eyes 
which are the g/aſs of the :nward temper,” thence 
it breaks into wordr,and atlaſt ſadly ends in his. 
deſiruftion. Behold our Kingly Prophet, and now 
an humble petitioneran his own behalf, he 1s ſaid 
to have been the meekeſt of £deny and in con< 
fideration of his lenity,' and mildneſs in Govern- 
ment, God ſpun out his reign tothe Terms 
of Forty years, which was granted to few or 
noneof the Feviſh Kings; - with-what patience 

did he ſuſtain the reproaches and maleditions of 


Ggog Semei, 
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Semei, with what anadmirabletemperthelong. © 
and reſtleſs perſecution of Saul, how tenderly ifſu< 
cd be forth his orders touching eAbſalom, that 
though he were actually in arms _ him”, 
and rhirſted after nothing bur his fe and 
Throne, yet he commanded a hair of his Head 
ſhould not be touched. Notwithſtanding all this, 
upon a ſuddain ſeized with a paſſion of love, 
both his ſweet temperament and all his former 
habits of vertue proved of little uic unto him: 
The ( hriſlalot his underſtanding was blemished 
with groſs vapours arifing from brutyh pleaſures , 
the purling fiream of his indinations, which was 
wont to flow ſoftly without noiſe, and from, 
the ſource of vertue; 1$now grown Into a ſtorm 
of fury; itis ſo deprived of reaſon, as to ima- 
ginchis own good and ſafety ro depend upon, 
the ruine of his Neighbour 3 and therefore haſt- 
ens to take vengeance upon bim, who never, 
gave him theleaſt/hadow of real offence. O what 
a Tyranny is the Rule of paſſion, ro make us /ove 
what is nor amiable, and hate what 1s not odi» 
ous, to push us on to defire what we Should: 
abhor, and fly from vwwhar vve ought moſt to 
covet. Our holy penitent hath ſerved under 
this oppreſsion, and novy petitions A releaſe : 
Free mee from blood, Cc. 

 Novv the Latins notufing the vvord blood 
in the plural Number, though rhe Greeks do, 
-hence- 
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hence itis, that ſome infer and with rea{on' 
that our Penitent aims at the reniiflivnnf A thdic- 
ry likewiſe, becauſeall carmel afts inlabfultarty 
along* with them acorraption'both of fleſh ind 

blood, - thisappeats in Dail. Chap?21,.'-Where 


Fe 3. 


it1s ſaid, that rotteneſs and wotins ſhall be thi 


Faheri- 
tance of a luxurious perſon, -a11d'as the one (thatlis 
homicide ) deſtroyes the" ſpecieof 'Manz-16 
zdultery ſubverts thoſe rules which are ſ&tdbwn 
for his education , a deſign which naturt' in- 
rends, and drives at as well* as Generation. 
The one injures his Acighbour int his perſon, the 
other in his honour, and this not only of himſelf; 
bur caſts an infamy upon his' poflerty. © | 

Ir is ſtoried of UVlyſes that: he 'met in his 
Travails with Circes the Enchantreſs, vvho - 
promiſed, to make hint immorial in caſe he: 
vvould be naught with her; and though he 
believed $he was able to make good her pro= 
mſe; yet herefuſed her, leſs valuing immortality 
than fidehty to his Wife ; Suſama farleſsefteem- 
ed of Death, than she did the diſþonour to her- 
| ſelf and Family. Solomon fayes a Thief-may 
have ſome excuſe, in that extremity of hun- 
gerurged him to his wlany, at leaft in rende- 
ring ſeven-fold he makes ſatfation: Bur an A- 
dukerer hath no plea , nor'can the [ndzes bal- 
lance the wrong done by him.” 


Our Holy Penitent revolving all theſe> 
| truths 
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truths, in his Mind, . hath reaſon to joyn iny © 
his petitzonithe crimes of homicide and adultery. 
rogether,.\{ince bath.,arc Coincident in his. 
malice, both-igjurious to our Neighbour, both. 
deſtryFtive-ta, the very Lawes ot nature, 'and 
borkexemplarly punished inall ages by Di> 
wine, Fuſtice :, Wherefore he may juſtly inſert; 
Free me from blood, & c,, | w_ 
-.--: When I read a paſſage in St. Paul, 2 Cor; 
Chap. 7. itappearsterrible the reſentment God 
entertains of eAdukery : He there ſayes, if the 
 Huband be in the number of the faithful, and 
the Wife of the unfaithful, he $hall zot diſmiſs her; 
Bur if she be «nfaithjful to his bed, then hey 
may. lawfully forfake her; ſo that God ſeems to 
be more offended, in that she keeps nar 
her faith with her Zuband, thanin being dif. 
loyal to him, infinuating by this that he wall 
01VE H0quarter tOan adulerous aft. 

How odious this Crime is to humane Society 
appears, in that the ( ivil Law permits they 
Father or Husband of the eAdultereſs (it taken in 
the fa) to offer ylent hands,and immediately 
deſtroy both the offendours, and though the Cans 
20ns ſeem to dilfallaw of thy Lay as mjuſt, bes 
cauſe it precipitates the guilty into an evident 
hazzardot their eternal Salvation: Yetſtll it cons» 
cludes, how monſtrous an exorbitancy Adul- 
tery iS.in the judgements of Men, -whea to 
punish 
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- punish it they allow partiesrimtereied th be: 
©. 2ars and F ugpes;:\w hreth mno other 

citcumſtance hath everbeenipernatted.>! |: 
. 11; altery is a commerce betwoenperſonswho 
are aa: linked together in a:coyapal ze; and 
- from thenceit is cloathed withthe mronudeof 
fornication, and is a fm againſt chargy': : Next; ao 
184 Wolation: of a bond 1H /ſolubtesby> which the 
eAuthor of Nature hath unitcdone to another; 
and ſuperaddced to fortify: this, Chair the; 
blefiing, and: vertues of. Sacrament! Þ remem< 
ber the Councel of Trent wftavburotthis!Sa- 
crament teaches, that Gd: by it beftowesa; parti= 
aulpr.grace ; that as in-Bepteſm wepurchate:as it 
werea vew Being, regencratedand:born-ito a 
ſpiritual "a 25'in confirmation» we:receive's 
Grace\itrengthening us in our Faith; aswn! 

the Ebert encreaiſe of: heavenly bleſiings is, 
Showred down upon us thelitke-inthe ireftoff 
the Sacraments.So 1n that of marriage ayrace its com: 
municated which pertits, and tefinesthe nas: 
tural love chey bare to onc another beforechey: 
married : Inſomuch as thakove whick ibe- 
forc was perhaps ſeated in ſome corporeal:ctharmt. 
or grace, afterwards becomes wholly ſacred, 
and no attractive:appears\which carries 
notalong with it a pious allurement, and which 
makes thcm{( whileſtthey tread the! paths of 
vertue ):to :haye:aparwuotany»thing:thaitis 

w HAak-. may 
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may alterordimineshug. » Now this boly effetj 
15-evacuated byl dura {a thatit maybes 
called, aikimdogfrivariteage didlblving the:fas 
wel union;of}beons with rs:madc- by. vurigpe; 
ind thercforebwondernottbs begprivs terms 
it Sumamdelifluin;'\'the kighcſt counerthat Man 
can befrutleyioh3!:iti io WW, 5 4. DOG wvour i 
(1; Quri fad/Penitem ajarmed widuche our 
cryesoof. bloodrer the one: de;\afid; eftultbry 
on theothtiet, zFor which! as;an Eien to/God 
and Nature hewdeferves to be:exterminated; 
hath nb agupecbutto the God of be Satvation, and 
herepeats'i1t again-and again that he would 
daigntoſavehim fromthe doom'of borh; prov 
teſting ate reperance of both, and-thavtyy 
the future: like rwLambin the ishearerg humid) 
| he will be: ant, 'endure all ! the pprabiien his 
Subjeds Shaltcaft upon him;;and make'2 re» 
turn ofallthe good hecan «Laſtly, the willexs 
tinguish forever within-him all the Fires:of 
coucupiſcence and unlawful defres.  Ho:he may tbey 
Sheltered from theſe ono Jas uhder thebeamt 
of hismerty: Freeme from blood: O:God, Godioff my 
Safubtions 7 0016! 7 0369] eqn 0 319] 
S311. 41 HW ein 2d ITS 8239315 SUIDY 1 
29(11IED 1 >: 11 4The- Apphration.!5 1.13 ri: bang 
dow bor. quaint wok £ 31 319 vnolg 500 
10 {The way:topreſerve-ouriſelves froms 
this torwoing guilt :is to be'well-wofed inthe pres 
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pO <a)11/Fotpymbibe lime Hotw:iby! 
w ichFtve God, lam owt catriedon\ 
to love my Neighbour: So that whenſoever 
Linjure him, I violate the Law of love towards 


— wu RE eo. 


God, which obliges not only tolove him, but 
all that belongs to him: NowaseManis the 
moſtexcellent ( hatuxe 1 in this. inferiow Horld, and 
moſt capable to render him honour and hoy, 
there cati'Be noiSiaexnotterad:toibw which 
reflects notupoen the SavereipnLordilieterves, 
for whole reſpect we 6 or a cherish what 


he would haveicherished. :::Limitft ng Dy 
veify a thowJobe anal | ig arg Os 

t LO MEpafp OUMBEUIS \v 
inde ro Scenfd Hae Gag 
wheſOPombly hotbelongs,;: and in A rn of: 


byi He 
a oenhitms res apes Cs Sent I 


gfenafiGod, 
fo\yphieht He may edrncibucs hs 


by.aht 
CbtivedotivoFba om andieit Sod ito fis: 
Cate LE wits uh, = 
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dnainft bat; by nl ay hath a: 
alu ighyahoall Faim go 6 0 $0\W{62; 
Godtmparrcy Nouns 


waht: fl 
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ſtick cloſe to this Principle, andpray, Free me, 
fromblood, &c. FE We i) Amen." ; 


\. 
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Etexultabit Linguamea juftitiam twam, ., -,.- 


And myT onpue ſhall exalt thy Fuſtice.. -; 


'T thefirſt glance,one might, Cenfureour 
4 Petitioner as not placing aright-his, fs 
of gratitude , aſcribing to. God's Fuſtice tather 
than mercy his deliverance from1in; but you 
muſtknow, -it is far from him ; nay contra» 
ry to the Doffrinehedelivercd inthe precced+ 
ing Chapter”, -to think he could merit any 
thing de condigno, - or by the value of his owny 
works withour ſantifiing grace, which is the ſole 
effet of God's mercy. His meaning:therefore 
is, that ſuppoſing he be cnricheid with they 
Donattve ft Gor, he may then lay, claim. to: 
his 'Fuſflice for a'reward. St. Paul Tim. 4.1ayes,; 
A (*9wn of - Fuſtice is reſerved and will be juſtly gi-- 
ven to'bim. ' Firſt, he calls Heaven a {romn: of 
Fuſtice;" becauſe itis given by way of | Fuflice, 
in confiderationof rhe worth of mert : hae 
that God will give itas a thing tg whichihe-; 


.* 


INC; 
hath 
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"aohianighty and Laſtly, he ftiyles God a juft.- 
?udge;in Heltimonpahedoth ir by vertue of his 
Offices .thatds;.cto obferve, the Rules of, Fuſlice, 

/Fhe Arejucay Councel chap.28; declares 
hs a YeCompence is due to good works, but: grace 
(which:iis notdue) muſt 00: before and; dives 
li to them ; and truly: it is rational, that ſince 
God threatens punifhizent to ithe wicked. deeds of 
Meo;heshould likewiſe propole a recompence 
co Neriuous attions; otherwiſehemighthe ſaid 
r0,Þe; MOre enclined to ſeverity, chan fweemeſs, 
which is muchrepugndyt to hisngture. «:c 

; Again;ſautsjying grace4S\aguality.(O (1 blime, 
chat it dighifics and exalts the: works of: that- 
ſubjett ix informs aboxeat] the Worlds greatneſs” 
Nopwtiherctheing hhing buys aerial ploy which 
lurpaſles grate, a een action animated by: 
graceg'\cannot be recompenced to the worth but 
by glory, whence i it followcs that grace ou title 
of righrandaidienity morits eternal glory. 
Laſt, ſanetity ing. Grace-is communica= 
ted \by. God:iunto a Soul with; the - circum 
ſtanee. 7 an «ffetionate Amity, by which. in 
the; firſt place ' he loves her ,-and-this| love 
\ friendſhip moves: him-to pardon all. -her 

er., tO. teceive: hegyintg!his favour ,: and 

adbrn her.wich the) inconpaxable Ornament of 
this! Celeſtial quality. 1 F his) done, Man bes 
A a Friend of God in his firſtjuſtification, is 
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raiſed to Aa pitch of greatneſs ſo trapſcending, 
as his works are worthy of Heaven as. perform. 
ed by a friend of God, -who hath an affefion 
for her; and by that will render her com- 


leatly happy. 
: Umrboſs motives, and ſuppo/etion of a prant 


to the preceeding clauſe of his petition, he 
will blazon forth the /uſtice of God not in, 
theremiſſion of his jim, for this heacknowleds. 
es to his pure mercy, but upon the {core of a 
recompence 'which his goodneſs hath promiſed, 
This conſideration awakens him from /ups- 

i/hneſs,and as the Labourer endures patiently % 
fatigues of his tack, in hopes of his ſalary at 
Night, ſo will our Petitioner unweariedly fu- 
ſtain the traverſes of this life, and:amidft his 
mibulations, every thought of Paradiſe '8hall 
move his Tongue to exalt, O Lord, thy Fus 


flice. 


eerit is defined a ſervice which obliges 
ro a Tetribution or a good work done treely, and 
which God accepts of as the price sf eternal lifet 
Now albeit goodafions ariſing from grace(by 
which-they are ſupernaturallized) are ina 
certain mannet rendered worthy of eternal life 
even-withour the promiſe of God; yer they 
can no' wayes" oblige God to give ir, untels 
he firlt ejpage His word ro this eee.” | For he'is 
the Sovereign Lirdofthe World, iand mofipat: 


ticularly 
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ticularly of juſt «Mer, and their good deeds, 
yet can they not {o'much {way with him, 
as to puta conſtraint on his will to let them hare 
with him in his Heavenly Kingdom, For when 
all the juſt had conſecrated to his honour all 
the good works imaginable, he might juſtly 
ſay, I accept of theſe in diſcharge of your 
paſt debts, andvbligationsdue ro me for your 
Creation , conſervation , grace and power I haves 
given you to act : So that when any one 
makes an ob/ation of his perſon, fortune, or any 
other his goods unto God, he mult not pre- 
ſentir in way of a gift, 'bur with humility as in 
atsfaftion of a debt; nor yet as if he would 
clearall ſcores, bur as a ſmall-pareel of thar 
orcat Sumn which he owes. Wherefore thar 
Min may have an- unqueſtionable right to 
Hegyen by the value of his good work ( being fo 
engaged ro God as he'is) itwas neceſſary a 
contract or /lipmlation Should paſs , by -which 
God should pleafe to declate he would give 
hit Flzaven'in recompince;” and'upon this:ground 
he Should havea zle to'demand and-obtain 
Rae > 2130 04 DDHY L 3 
' "ff this proceeding his Mercy and Fuftice 
RE his mer in, thatheaccepts the works of 
thi Wn more' ther hs. of 
Heir WEoar ns; js" ters tathois.pleal- 
LAPSE tothe Heavenilyteturn of cheir 
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919d works; by this means Saints are humbled 
in the excellency. and v4lue;ot their merits, for 
by it they know thar Hepven is ſo beſtowed 
by way of uſlice, as they.arenorwithſtanding 
unſpcakably obliged, to. the , Divine , mercy , 
which paſling over the debts, accepts of their 
works-for Heaven;\this certainly will givethem 
immortal reſentments of grat rude, for which they 
will powre forthan infinity of praiſes, and bene- 
ditions. throughout the valt ſpaces of cterni- 
ry, to a Benefattour, who treats them ſo nobly, 
with ſuch /ienal favours, asto become a Deb- 
tor even to his. own debtors, St. eAuſtin ad- 
miring this Myſtery ſayes, God bath made-hims 
ſelf a Debtor to #4, not by recejving any thing from uz, 
but by promiſmg what he pleaſed unto us. For all things 
arc depending on, him, nor can they ,ob> 
lige him but as far as he will oblige ing, 
by his incomparable (,harity and-inviolable- 
Fidelity. Sond kc 

Our great Pemtent ravished in the con- 
templation of; theſe mwbycannot bur unlooſe 
his Tongue to celebrate ,the praiſes of the 
Divine [uſtice, which ſo attempers the arcum- 
flanges of our Safoation; that we may claim it 
asoprduc: Hphircs ys pnto his Vineyard, and 
if, woptave faibbfutro.pus tak, hewill nor fail 


1n-Hts, /omiſe LO gVE!! a ſalary, he oftc , TC- 
flects what:acoufpre1t Kal, be tO a beatifyed Soul 
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to have contributed ſomething to her own 
happineſs. In this liberty and- free will which 
God hathgivenus, he beholds'the perfeftion , 
and yreatneſs of the Sol, thatneither the moſt 
charming beauties, 'the moſt raviſhing delightr, the 
molt glorious dignities, the moſt amiable vertnes 11 
ſpiritual entertainments, nay, nor the moſt 
eminent hopes of glory, can work any impreſſion 
or impoſe any neceſſity upory her ations, but” 
according to the mtaſure of her will. Again; 
She hath avigowimpregnable{fortifyed with 
God's grace) againſt all fn and muyfortanes, that 
neither the allurements of what 1s /ovely, nor 
the horrid face of whart is frighiful, can make» 
any entrance by force ; for the Soul is above all 
the machinations of Men; canreſiſt them; and 
meerly becauſe it pleaſes her ſotodo. Let” 
them ſpeak fair, let-them bribe, threaten, weep, 
attack , thunder, lighten , muſter the Elements into 
florms and fury, nothing finds admittance, bur 
ather diſpoſal. So that theſe words in the, 
eApocalips may juſtly be applyed to her. 7 
| bave been dead and am living : She was dead by 
Original fin, and 1s revived by the Grace of es 
ſus Chriſt, she hath put into her Hands 
the Keys of life and death;;> that is 'free will, 
which may open to herieither Paradiſe or 
Dell. | By 


Kkkk I Alter 


(314) 
- Afﬀcer this {ſurvey of Man's liberty In this 
life , tby which he is free. cither to the. ating 
of what 1s ,299d-or bad; he. makes a pauſe, 
upon the- apprehenſion that «an would have 
been more perfeft, were he limited to wvertue, 
and tacapable of any vitious attion, as God hims 
{elf 15 andall the bleſſed by a clear viſion, 
Bur he ſolves this objeftion, conſidering that 
Gad alone by nature 1s impeccable, it 154 priviledoe 
-—Wherein none can; share with him, as being 
!nfnitely »perfett; | avid can admit of no imperfection, 
St. eAmbroſe ſayes;, that only the ſubſiance of 
the Divinity is a Being that cannot de, to wit, 
by the death of jin : All other reaſonable C1 reatures 
in this:ſen(c are mortal, and if the bleſſed in hea» 
yen be 1mpeccable,,it is not by their, nature, 
but by rhe power-of g/ozy Communicated, 11, 
which they wereinveſted hy Godatter they 
had given proof af their . vertues whilett they 
were #/tatours, ahd under their Tryal. 

Now as to Man the experience of his fraily 
helps him on to'diſcern more clearly (as the 
obſcurity of the Night renders a fair Day 
the more reſplendent) and reverence this 
excellency.in God. Next, he ought not to 
repine that he is nothere'glorious ; for thu hfe.is 
his place of Combat,and the Crown is not given 
till che Victory be gained, whereforc as long 
as he lives heenjoyes a liberty, by which h& 

ma? 
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may /m and be overcome, andby: which hemay- 
vanquiſh.. | ' > @5 Jt tA oY | oo tf 5 6-0 

Laſtly, Gqd degreed this 4herty. ta, Man , 
and gave him afawiy,by, which be-might- 
witch a full ſ\winge of his Wilkbetake khim- 
ſclfto,goodor ew/, totheend hemi @.ca- 
pable of meriz or demerit3.; forthe 4ted;by, the 
impulſe of neceſſity, he-could. merit ao; KsGmperice 
for his vertue, nor puniſhments far his fn.,..n0 
more than a tree which bears g9.oribad fruit, 
and-by this means the divine;Zuflice could. not 
be diſcerned either in the tongemnation gt .the_ 
wicked, or in the reward of theywſfery to 
__ . QurgreatPeniternt in the:allup of thismed;- 
zation hath reaſon to ſet his T awpwea works! and 
ſpend it ſelf. in. cxalting this:powerful and re- 
munerating Juſtice of God,.. which;happily con- 
vertsto our advantage what at: the, firlt glance 
appears the Subjett of our rwnez and .refign. 
himſelf to thoſe dangers wherein'ithe Tin 
of his freee will may inyolve him; fince by 
his grace ( which he 1mplores;) he may'em- 
brace, and practiſe whatis pleating.to him : 
And if ro the end he:carry,0n. this neble reſo- 
lution, he hath an aſſarance to bleſs his luſticetor 
all Eternity. eAnd my Tongue ſhalli exalt thy 
Iuffice. 92614 rhe £14 Þ; 

_- St. Auſlm upon this place; is of Opinion. 
that our Penitem meansithe 'eAZefuias whote. 
| | | {uſlice 
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Fuſtice: he wll-extoHl , -in-that by his' merit 
both Menand Angels are reſcued from the 
flavety: of ſim. To which'I agree,” nor do. the, 
premiſef'any waies' derogate from this interpre- 
tation }-for: the imerits of Jeſus Chriſt are. the 
 fourchantd cauſe of Sanfifying grace, which'grace 
dignifyes the'works of 'the juſt ,, and: raiſes 
themTto the degree of merit: Now that which 
is cauſe ofthe"tawſe, 15 Iikewile cauſe of the ef<. 
fett, and confequently the merits of Feſus Chriſt, 
arc cauſe ot the.merits of Saints, as St. Paul to the 
Galatians Chap." 1. Hebath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
benediHon in Feſwi( briſt. ; 

Next, the merits of Feſus Chriſt contribute 
to the merits of Saints, in that he-hath obtain- 
ed by this ations, and/ſaferings: a promiſe from. 
God to accept-the merits of Men in order to 
Heaven,” for it was in conſideration of him, 
and upon the {core of h»torments, that thu pro- 
miſe was madeuntous: Itis this St. Peter 1n, 
his Second Epiſtle Chap. 3. hints at, when 
{peaking of Chriſt he ſayes, by himbe hath made 
us great and precious promiſes , to the end we might by 
them be'made partakers of the Divine Nature. Now 
as Grace'is the Fountain'of the merits of Saints, 
and God's promiſe the accompliſhment; both they 
one, and the other proceeding from the merits 
of Jeſus (Chriſt; it tollowes that the merits of 
Saints ſub{iſt not but by thoſe of Chriſt. - Nor 
PER ; have 
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have they 1 dependency only by way.of /aniple 1s.” 
dition,or neceſſary circumſtance, buttheyHow from 
then as from the'7001, fomnatn,andprincipal cauſe, 
without which they would have noBejugs :: 
Our Holy Doctor therefore: will! praiſe 
\ and fet fort the divine Fuſtice under: feyeral 
Notions. Firſt; as heis the PrinapiumoriOffe 
ſpring, whenee all remiſion of rn, and icollativn 
of orace 15 derived ;'.atid without which- all 
eMLankind had ' been: erernally'wrapt up itt. 
the'darkneſs of jm; 1o that the juſt and ſuperabun- 
dant ranſomhe hath paidftor'us;' merits the. {0 
rations and prazſes.of all heartsand tongues.. |: 31} 
Next,he will extoll himunder the iwledf a 
remwierating Tuftice, in that after he hathtayghr 
us how to feht, put armsinto'our hands,and harh 
ſtood by us ro confirm our courape, exatting only 
a firm will to overcome; doth yerdiſpenſe his 
Crowns with applauſe,as if wehad doneallour 


ſelves: O who can then aſperſe, and lay acharge 
upon this Opinion as it it injured Chrilts mers? 


doth the fulneſs of a {fream diſhonaur the ſourcefrom 

whence it lowes,; or the excellency of any fruit: 
injure the Root that gives birthro.1t; ſorheme- 

rit.of the juſt, being only the:riwlets, and fruit 
of Chriſt's ſuperabundant ſatu fattion, cannot cer- 
 tainly in the leaſt deropare ftrombis; they only; 
lerye in an inferiour degree to extol and do homage. 
to the infinity of Chriſt's merit.  Wheteforey:; 
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Our Penitent:wallinceflantly tune forth: Aud 
my Tongue ſhallekalt thy Fuſtice. 


.\xEhefr/ie of:God\beholds Creatures in 
three ſeverabrelations + Firſt, itis diſtributive, 
by which he allots unto every Qreature facy. 
rres proportionable cO.CAarry them on to they 
Enil/for which they were created. To the 
Sa which hehath defigned to contemplate and 
love him., he hath given an under/landiug and 
will, the Bodydoomed to labour he hath fram- 
ed with Arms, and Hands : The Sun wholey 
Office is to enlighten the World , he hath 
veſted with a lafting brighmeſs, which never 
fails toperformaits task ; infine, every animal, 
Tree, Plant, or what ever 1s cxiſtent in the 
World hath a verweproper to thedeſignment 
of its ({reation. Whence St. Denns ſayes, that 
God us communicable in hu Fuſtice, diſtributing to every 
one according to the dignity of its nature, and bounding 
within limits moſt equitable, the manner, beauty, order, 
Ornament; the inequalities and proportions of all Crea- 
tures, accommodating every thing with that which t proper 
to it, 

Our Penitent will not be {ilent in order to 
this his diſtributive [uflice, he will admire the 
works of God, 'givehis approbation without 
the leaſt Cenſure, and confeſs that this w1/z 
eArchiteF hath ballanced all things with equwy 
and /ja/lice; and it he may be ſo happy as to 
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manage his" individial Bei \xconfortnably to 
thoſe proprieties and qualities We#harkyrevetvied 
from his Creatout;-he wilt with:confidence 
proclaim, that his tongte ſhalbekak irjgftice 2510019 
| In the fecond conſideration Hig puniuyy 
ruſlice hath y_ , 'by which\he-inflicts 4 pz 
niſhment on finners,' the reafon of this is, ian 
a mer livitig contrary ro the:wilof God, and 
diſobedient to his order, ſerling his'contentmert 
onthings forbiddenby his Sovereign, doth 
by theſe his wayes thtow acomempt upon him : 
Wherefore itis moſt juſt reparation should be 
made; and ſince he hath rebelled in break- 
ing'the Commands of his Creatour, it is firhe 
Should be afflicted with torment, and enſlaved 
by that will he hath ſo much ſcorned, andfer 
at naught. Lafantius ſayes , the Law u juſt 
which impoſes on Criminalls a puniſhment they merit , and 
that Iudoe 14 upright and'go0d who ſpares.not offendours , 
becauſe the chaſliſement of the wicked, u a preſervation of 
the vood. So God: is not blamable'1f he fall 
heavy upon the wicked, thar they may no 
longer oppreſs and injure the innocent, tor it 
would not be a vertve in God:to behold his 
Servants in this great World tread his Zawes 
under foot, blaſpheme his Holy Name; thwarr 
in every thing his Samed will, commir-exor- 
bitancies of all kind, and-amidit all theſe 
diſorders, remain as fiupidand incenfible:' Nogtio| 

= -. God 
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God hath a weriye dreadful.troitheumpious, which 
is his aging Jufiter ny bog 
Our menu finds here likewiſe. matter 
cnough..for his.Fongue,-that God b aVing 
hadiſo much reaſon to execute his Fuſlice, up- 
on his*&imina{ Head, hath yet. been pleaſed 
to hold-in his 'Þhunderbolts, . az that-they 
have not ( as he. ideſerved-):r cducedhimtg 
ashes.:.:Wherefbre he will amend his life.ſq 
ro avoid the terrours of-ghis dreadful'power,' and 
if he be not for. the: future led by the charms-of 
his ſweetneſs unto-the obſervance of his lawes, 
then he willſubtnit tothis his punitive right,, it 
being.juſt he should nor forteit it upon-his 
ſcore, - or that of any unrepenting ſinner : So 
that in all events, hs Tongue ſhall exal thy 
"Fuſtices |. "WY ; 
The third reflectiomof God's /uſlice' tos 
wards his Creatures is {tyled remunerative, by 
which he fills with inctfable and endleſs joy 
ſuch as have ſerved him. faithfully in this 
life; for as it becomes not his eAZajeſty ro let 
the infringers of his Lawes to the laſt go unpuns 
;hed, no leſs isit ſutable to his goodneſs, not; 
ro reward the obedient ſervices of his Friends. 
They have ſtudied here to pleaſe him, to wn: 
frmcthemſelves tohisdefires, and promote his 
Glory as muchas lay.in them ; Nay, were it 
poſlible to make any addition to his crealurs 

an 
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in$porfeftidns;. theDwauld have: danerir, - 
Whercfote thei gedd God being invine/e, and 
not tobe overcomedby;thegood wilketaffes 
ion of any Creature, thinks/bitafelk &ns 
oaged toconfer by way of recompence eternal 
honour, riches;::andjdyes ito thoſe Souls 
who have her ſerved, and g/oryfed him by their | 
wert 10mg ations. D314, 9% b206. [490 Jill 
x. Qurpenitent laies. hold en;thisju/lire, and 
and. itzis the great Theam. 08; which! be-proz 
miſeshere:rodilate himielf: but. whilkt be 
is buſied. in thisthis dyty!3; hers: confounded 
co vonfider;'that all þ<ean;poſibly, give-ro 
Gods abareand Junge goa vid; +he Penitud? 
of his perfefians Ad mitfing; Neoeb(req/e,; bgt.on 
che other:{ide,; herecaiveseifeghiveand folid 
bleſſings : \God dravys! ip, profh out of; out 
pood watky , yerhe {Crs Juch:avakie: oh them; 
as: to-think Heeven jt fed not tog great a grime | 
for them: Weicanogly-glexifie him\in hes 
fin; cor outfide', by-weitgellzngr en eftgemn- We 
baye for' his;ſevice;; Dat\he-gletitice, us-6tn 
mateb, :and tio the lawck enter Qt.ous Soul; 
which he with reglagssh [4th o/plexouts: der 
bbbr, 12nd! gory and alithele gre things.he 
will not: do grate, 25:1 foohrakdifiretion, bug 


+ | : 
+ her 
= 0. s T5 


by nie of an egageeet,c and Anderce Wth,gb 
Fulee;:rharig might worerhermly bar toi 
our felicity, and poſſeſs it in the moſt noble 

« M mmm manner 


(352) hs, 
manner of eyjoyment!/'O what a ſtroke of good, 
 heſs even in this his. Jaftice-? : Thereforgy 
out Penitent will nevet ceaſe : Au my Tone 
fhall exalt thy Tuftice. E: FE 10 


= The A pplication. 


Chriſt our Lord declared thoſe bleſſed who 
huneered, and thirſted after Iuftice.. Now thu In- 
flice conſiſts /it the apgregation ot all verimes, to 
be humble, chaff, or patient ſuffices not to qua» 
lity any perſon with rhe title of juſt: For if 
we arc pq top any one inordinate aff, 'wey 
forfeit our whole right tor /uſtice. : Our Penitent 
therefore in theprecedent clauſe ſucd to be 
freed from thecrimes of homicide and adxhery; 


hoping as tothe reſt hewas imnocent, and nos 
thing of an enormous Nature could be laid 
to his charge; —_— then to be clearcd 


from #eſe, he raiſes is hopes after that promiſed 
recompence.; to Wit, 6a would be our too gred 
reward; and whoſoever ſhould glorify him, ſhould be pai 
xifyed- by him. Let us then exalt this /uftice 
whichTeems wholly to- lay aſide his own 
iaterefli; ' that h& may ſtand engaged-ro-thoſe 
who owe hin-alt ; what denmffration of ! his 
goodneſs 15 thiseven in his /uftice, ' as to be him+ 
{clf out happy portion for all eternity; Amen,: 


Cuar. 
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-0\1 \ Domine Iebia men iris” | J 
: BT Lend zhow ſhah pe ”y EW 


\ Ur Holy Penitent conſcious of the ſub 
XP  mity of the Subjeft heath undertaken, 

warily conſiders: his inabilities, and-that ths 
Tongues of ngdly do bur /lanimey when” they 


would ſet forth his * Perfe&ions; yer willing 
to expreſs hj his pralitude , he cannotbe fllent, 


holding it fs 5 ales preife lrim- rtborthily 
than not to pratſe hittiat all; and his fin 


fzth at leaſt thi plea 'of conifors;”” chat it ould of os 
from the oxceliency of the Boing he w d eXx< 


toll 

Burſince his Jury bindshir coſay forte: 
thine, like a ſage 'Oratour He would fortifie.; 
itafclf witha all the helps'invlipinable "His 

contrivatce is to diſpoſe his/Bips, - which isa 
math 7: fment of pet; andthe belt way ro 
fthem ro a right'retapet,vigto-putithems 
;8o the handrof Hin{that/ank "thei whence 
hedefires,” that\he'Who 3hiþe'the of 
infants 1 into eloquence woult operand: frame his 
Ip; tharthey' may tuie forthiifis paſfer,:and 


favish men with the love of hin; upon -this 
defign 


® 3249 » 
delign , he CIYES 3 ord thou wilt open my 


Lips. 

: It is couchedjin Gengfs;phag after God 
had framed «Man out of a maſs of ( lay, he 
breathed into; AMOR : ſoixis\ of fa Our Petitioe 
ner like a (/od.0 of enfleath\ les vexanimated, 


and as it were dead in fin, and though ſomd 


bfe of gra 90: PYRO, __ FA 9 35; 
trance andl i 35 REAEAREY his Lips wore (3 
wrenched; openiithat: be max bc | 
(peak 46 þe purpa/&\1t _ Rirx vn = 
$hould-be putinzohis My #rds 


as are: tolivepsd, With.a, AR * dome, 
which; hc;aland jceuld:;gixe, "whos an Fncyes 
ated ſourceiof | Anevtge andni ONCE lus fs 


pazed. he; walh d Qt WFQNders,! has Lips. shal AQ 
more be:empla Os TER pains Art of eArithiyes 
tick to caſt up the number of his People, ſd ita 
rely-M@EFEe ON: the renpthigt. a: Malin, -than 
on the. d/vine-ofiiflauce.,,.Nomore Shall his £j 
give out unlaj.grders 4ar the deck of ale; Ju 
nocent:;. No mars take ; WEN He luxurt 
couriſhips of women +  Soichat if the Vine £0 
neſr; $hall.pleaſe: ro, lift pole, Hoydgates, yy 
Fi a rn To A % WH hich þ 
tingapen thefts ofis mami io 


8 fine bam 9 bbecate of his (ru 
nn ry 
Es "Ie 
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"a ft'js forted: of (rap Kino Lydia, nhat 
ſeirng a City wherein he wasbþcſicged; 'at< 
_ raeked, and forcibly enterediby | yur King 
df theeIModes ;7 he ated ns thin*be- 
comb ſcorniful priſoner todye ofthe places up< 
on nh Nec aſt: himſelf wie che-muſf 
of his Enemies, preferring an honorable death:be- 
fore ah opprobrious life: *His Sonibeholding his 
imminent danger; though to that'inſtant ar the 
Ape of rwenty years he hadibeenialwayes: 
thmb;' cryed out, ſparemy Father; ſpare: my Fax 
ber,” it u the King : Whereuponithe Enemy feil- 
adhis perſon, ahd preſerved his' life; ſome -ar- 
tribur6 this to a natural cauſe;\ alledging the 
bvethis Prince had. for his Father; | pur allthis 
vital ſpirits into combuſtion, 1and by that violent mo< 
zonbroke the 5b/tacle of his ſpeech; 0: rd 
:. However methmks this paſſage may/in, 
fome ſenſe be ys our great Penitent, 
who was morally dumb,” the Organs of his'Soul 
fruQed by the malienity of fin ;-\infomuth as 
he could not utter one flabley which might” 
have force to reach the Ears of his Creatonrs. 
untill he carie'ro haves profpet of his e- 
terial Fnine',” atid no: foontr theſe >Terrours 
appeared befor hiny\, butzall- the::facukirs 
| of his Sow were: ſtirred 'up þrremoved all 
Obſtacles, and made him Petition for the. 
JOTERTE N ryn nin. - opening 
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opening} his Lips, the fir/hnaiontohis happineſs. 
Lord thou-wilt open -my Lips 3 For this importg 
nor loa divifiorbotthe) Lips ,, but;an inflauuti. 
on of :thi&:beart;:.by yertue of which'beat g;all 
the partsof lis Body.will-bediſpeſed codil. 

charge! thoſe flnftions tor whieki they. were 
created oor 06 9mm” of os eff 3 
- : StfParl toshew how lictle: Man can do. if 
lofr ro himlſelt;- layes, | 1 Cor. 4+. What-do we 
poſſeſs whichwe have not received, and;if.ſo, why glary 
we ini as-if aur.own. Again, -hetpowerfally 
afſetts itin the Eighth Chapter rothe Romang, 
[t. 1s -notche who\ wills, or runs, but he on whom Gad 
will buve :mercyi'  AS'if hexwould ;ſay, as Eſa 
in-viio purſycd' his Chfe,' thinking fromy 
thenceto detivetohimielt his Fatbers blefing; 
So: Meanafter'finloſes but histime, and'en- 
deavour, if\he think bythe ferength of his na. 
tural fdtalies tobe able.to obſerve the Com- 
mandements of God, or perform whatis requiſue 
to :the::purchoſe. of "Heaven; So that it, muſt 
chiefly ſpring from tho.mercy of God's 4/{/ting 
Sens ol JO th! 21:91 03 3:10} 9%6fl 
- : Nay, whichis more, we cannotſo much 
as:deſire toſerveGodaccording to-out oblige: 
uonr;unkſs/herfirſt by:his dine grace moves 
our 'bearts, and di{poſe-our will unto it,; 28 
the ſame StiParl ſayes, God works in ur both the 
will and the execution; without God aſliſting, 
we 


(757) 
we/ Cannot have a defirs noither to belieye what 
is propoſed'as'the- vje# of Filth , nor'perforn 
whatswe $should in! order. towrmdi aftions ; 
arid therefore St. eAufimiſayes, . the" prodisalSon 
had never reſolved'to' rata; hoof 
Fathedji'if themercy of God had'notinftiredhim 
- : To manifeſt th mh we'need (goinodfur- 
ther than'tocaſt ourthought$upon/ the Gre- 
tie afd Roman leattiing, which: produced 
the preateſiwits tn the World'5 \yer infkll their 
inquificion after a ſovereion\pood,\'they were 
olds even to become: nadir; ating 
things concerning Deity; "and Man's fuproan 
felicity;*as if they were aeftiune of re3ſon. ©: St.Punl 
takes inotice/in particular.>how'comine to | 
efthens hefound an Ahar dedicated to at unknown 
Godt For they had" been viſited with agreat 
peflilence, and rnorant for whatoffence a cha- * 
fifemorit fo ſererewasinflicted; tatlaſt, fancied 
itwas foriwant of homage tobe rendered to 
fomte Doity not y erdiſcovered?:'thanthis what 
could be more abſurd; ro'shew in what dark= 
weſrahd erronrs;  Mandoth: grope when left to 
©: $$'that if at atiy time aperſon' blyſher at? 
his »4aiticsand paſt exrravadancies,. and doth 
confeſtthar what befotehe beheld a5 T2brj and 
life, to be nothing elfe than dbſcarity and death; 


this 
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this Converſion ( ayes St.eAuſti,) comes:nom. 


from bimſelf , (but fromthe powerful, and bid 
den graceat God which diſfipates:the Clouds of 
Eartbly,opinions, and eaflames? his, beartriwitch 
adefreob knowingthenmy: 2 7 7 be 
---; 'Naw.tha ge God; works.n Souls:ſe< 
veral wayes, in ſome more gently, in othery 
more-ferably: - Sdlomon 1nfinuates/that hepar. 
ticulafly.gives; his.cal by the ewtward preaching 
of, his word; this:Eſai.confirms:Chap. 40; 
hath ſent Dodors of hu Faith into the World, who Ta 
reduce their Brethrenlike the blind inte the way; that IS, 
unto ]cſus Chriſt thee eſis, who.is ſtyled 
the way, truth, and life." ' In this manner Smrias 
recounts Barlaam was ſent to Foſaphat Son:to 
2 Kinginthe Jzdies, that þy his: converfron they 
whole Kingdom might embrace the Law of Chriſt, 
St. Paul was ſcent. to eAthens, who' converted 
the great St. Deny a famous DoRtor of they 
Hreopagites, St. Philipto'the E unuch of the Ethics 
pian Queen, who by expoundingunto.him., 
a Prophecy of Chriſt in-Eſai.' immediately res 
ceived Baptiſmat his hands, 1/03 
.. :In the Hiſtory of Faponia it is related; of 
a certain /ndian who had lived well according 
to the light of nature, how he was reſtleſs in- 
his Mind, believing his religion tg be falſe :he 
went tothe Twks, thinking ro follow theirs, 


but finding there no ſatrfodtion, then he ap-_ 


plyed 


Na, 


(329) | 
plyed himſelf ro the ems, but ſtill remaifi= 
ed in perplexity, . ſo that with much: fetyous 
he was wont'to cry-:outz; Q'God, let me; kuow 
who thou art, and that [ may: ſerve-tbee according tothy, © 
will, otherwiſe donot charge me with blame. formy errour; 
Atlaſtit happened St. Francy Xavierus came.,u 
into the Town where he was, andnoſoon- 
er did he hear him unfold the points, .and 
ſacred myſteries of ( hriftian Religion, bur he 
proclaimed,.that Manpreaches tbe: God 1 muſt (erve, 
and forth with was baptized; MY 

By this expedient he: likewiſe made 4 
conqueſt ofour Holy Penitent, in which aQi- 
on Nathan the Prophet was. inſtrumental , 
who laying before him his obhgations to God 
and his ingratitude, dccaſioned that withour 
delay he had recourſe ro the Santuary of this 
preſent petition or Miſerere.- +: FE os: 

The ſecond manner of his call is by the 
impard operation of his Spirit, and this he com- 
municates to all, . witneſs St. Paul, 1 Cor. 4. 
God who drew light from darkneſs by a word from bs 
mouth , hath filled our hearts with the ſplendour of his 
knowledpe : For without this light of Faith, 
Maniknowes not God who madc him, -he.; 
knowes not-whither he tends; he knowes 
hot eternal felicity, for which he was created; 

nay he knowes not himſelf; for without” 


| Haith, we know not that we are born- Imps 
Oooo of 
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of rath, and lyabletoternaldeath; We knoy 
nor 'the wounds of: our riatzre, . our inability tg 
500d," the.neceſity of :bemg xcgencrated, by 
grace. J Eaſtly, withourtthis interiour light, we 
know not. Chrif our eMediatonr,; by whoſe, 
pretions blood - we -are Redcemed-:trom!' eternal 
dainmation, -and reſtored to a life-of Grace and 
| loyy.- Rap LOTe 2011 Dirt peu, rt 48 
f But you-will ſay if God imparts this 4igh 
of faithto all, *how'comes ic ſo many remain 
in darkneſs, and infidelity; of this the reaſon 
is,-chat icis/fequiredto the end the {eight of 
Faith ray have its effeff, a cooperation in our will, 
otherwie'this my(how'glorious:ſoc'rejt be) 
15 rendcrednſeſs,andasit vvereundera Get; 
Thefeforse: Paul ad :Rom. 104.1ay CS: | Fa) 
which juſtifies muſt tint from the heart 3. and. un; Links 
22. Chriſt reprehends. the Diſciples rp 
to Emm, thatnotwithſtandinghe bad fille 
them vvith:the beams. of. his: light;;1 9%; 
bearti were' /low-in admitting a belief , Fob like wales 
confirms this Chap.24-ſaying); ey were dþdjs 
Yate, and Yr efefled the light preſented th them. © » 4 1208 

Ou? Leazned Graduate: and Petitioner. $nart 
happy,'rejeRtednortthe interna allot Godby 
Ihs fever inſpirations', bur corrciponded yvitji 
theth by a pity uffettion 10 his wil; and having 
a 'mertful' invitation toa feaſt of grace, he would 
not like'thoſe 'gyelts mentioncd. in the m 

Cf 0 


(33.1) . 
of St. Mfabhew , 'Lecche:confideration of-3 
or Farm," ori alittle; muſty vvare-gain- more 
upon” 'hirahan the; hoped thisregſars;| tore 
prooupthan chewhole#F vrid :B6 vyvauldhott 
preferr darkneſs before liht ,, nor chooleita 
vvallow indir and mire, rather. framobsauti- 
fy bis'Soul with vmji which wal ono day ren+ 
des hw monalinwiotys: He'had; already 
obratned wdefire todowvell, and-rhigdefirehe 
would improve by u&ion, andfinceGod had 
dimmed to give him = velle,ortbilloo fer5ie hun, 
hebegs he'/wouldiopenhis-Lips,that he. nigh 
rodent his »»ſcarrizee:in fertingforththe Encts 
mity af fin, 'the-Chazaersiob:the: divine gbodneſs, 
mis, of his Faſtite 4 Lord Hh bil vpeh 
20) 0IN0 ello 911% 
wredceing "AP the g0edutf of 
Gofy! SS had heinortonlybabous! as; (bir 
Ra morethanwedeminds: ayes, 
n flotbfulueſs eught'to:bluſh inn that Fed's # mort 
May wy follfubaſen 0YECEIVEL Tt 1 2 T 
A brahdm' petitioned for:a Sou, and res 
che a promiſe thathis Seed should be multt- 
hed liks' $tars-of' Heaven, , or Sands: of 


ed Sea, and that Chi Shou Id iflue forth 


gk 


his Loyfs. lo Gf 40k 
\ Facob's requelt- was: cm Donkin ro 
Wu: and a Garment, and:he was. honoured 


witheAngeh to be':h1s' Companions: was par- 
| taker 


* 
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taker of many heavenly vigons, and abundance of 
riches powred as it wereinto his Lap. 

The Thief on the Croſs ſued but-for;a re- 
membrance,. and Chriſt gave him a promiſe of Pa. 
radife. * :39197G 
So our Penitent feems to be yery modeſt in 
his petition knowing well the wont of God's 
hounty, 'that doth not ſuccour us in ave kind, and 
leave us miſerablein anotber,but relieves compleats 
ly : Wherefore he ſues only to have his Lips 
unſealed; forthe reſt he referrs itto his incom- 
parable munificence, being fixt in this Principle, 
that according to the meaſure of his donation, 
he will exhorr, allure, threaten; nay pur 
himſelf into any shape,- that may moſt k A 
Etually purchaſe Souls unto God. _- .. 
Nor is it a bad preſage of his fare ſucceſs, 
that he is {o confident to have his Lips laid open; 
Lord( ayes he) thou wil open my Lips, as if hey 
had the Key of grace at his command. For ] 
obſerve when God would diſpoſe a Soul for 
the reception of his favour, the fr/t. Seed he caſts 
into her is that of hope, this /efſon he read tg 
the Paroiniick, Matt. 9. Son be confident and. hope 
well. 257. 


( afiianus ſayes, it is a ſign we $hall obtain 
what wedemand, when we find a ſtrong faith 
and confidence in our ſelves whilſt we: offer 
our peiition :. For Almighty God uſes to. 10- 
ſpire 
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{pire this. vertue 1nto- us as 3ntu ef or: pledoriof - 
his future grant; this made the Apoſtle \ t- Paul 
orefcribe it as A means tO; gompals our. de/res, 
Heb... 16. Let us approach with confidence the {4 hrong 
of grace... AS'if we needed only a.firmybope to be 
able to ſcale the throne of grace and bear thengs 
what everwe deſire. 

| Hopeis defined a vertue finaie the wil, 
which raiſes it tothe expeQatiqn, of a. ſove= 
reign good, and conſequentlyitg all necellary 
means in order to that; as:grace, remi{ion-of 
/a, and thelike; For the wwlarfanding ealight- 
ned by Faith, knowes that; the: beatide of 
eMan in God, that this, beatjtude ,is Pramis 
ſed -him as this, fughend; whence the mill ſets 
itfelf a work after this ſovereign good,, and, be+ 
ing; unable. of it ſalk.r0 reagh {oihigh,; this 
venhe'of bope is infufed'to Rrengrhen the, imbez 
cility of ournature. + +a 
Now thevnotives of hope are ; ; Fir, God' G 
mers whichis no leſspromptzotreehisCrea- 
caves from miſery, than the fre:is to burn, or 
the $unto give light... - 

'Fhe next motive. is his Providence, nh ak. 
na unto every Being What. is neceſſary ro 
leadchem torheir fingſend.. | 
15: The thitd motive. is his hw powers againſt 
wi ch no machinationor farcecan beafany 
elect to ruiniea SouYhe means: to ſaye.; Far 


Pppp _— 


(334) 
all the power of Hell before him is but like at; 
atome before the Sun, - nay he can with more fa- 
clity draw a Soul from an eAbyſs of fin, and 
| adorn her with an eAngelick purity, I ſay with 
more eaſe, than we can urrer a Sy//able, or magke 
the twinkle of an Eye. Beſides, he is genes 
ror, and ſecing his Enemyat his Feet, implo- 
ring his mercy, he loves to raiſe them by his 
\ pardon , and cannot endure that any in vain 
Should hope in him. 

In ſequel of this meditation our Petitioner 
aſſures himſelf that God will not rejet him, 
nay, 'thathe will ive him more than eveny 
he daresto hope for : That ſince he hath'de- 
ſigned him to a' ſupernatural end, his providential 
rare wilt enrich him withian interiour illuſtration 
of his Mind, atid a holy impulſe in his will, that 
he may comprehend thoſe Truths whichhey 
hath hid from the wiſe, and diſcoveredito 
his lile-ones, | He knew the eMeſiar would 
Not Shed his 'pretioue blood to make us great 
Oratours, Phyftians,” Aftrologers or the like ; ;be- 
cauſe eMan by the ſtrength of his own tapag- 
Ty may reachand' acquire chemi in ſome per- 
ftetion5-burtoenable: us to ſupernatural prind- 
ples: And though by the contemplation of crented 
things; Man may 'make' many dedattons and 
taferejrer; andfocome to the knowledge of ſever 
"fab perfeions-in God } ' Yer kwwpledpe thus: acs 
= 14335 quired 
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atired is very inperfett ; and <theretore. Sty: - 
Pin 'obſerves , that'the wiſeft: Mes haves! 
fiftehn' into many ſores» errours, untill ai ſaperna<: 
tural Dovinity came to reflify , what _— Si 


con [dnotpenetrateand diſtern. 
"Or Peritent now feeling himſelf ro yell 


ikea Fountainto-the brim, with theſe imradiati= 
dns and ſacred #anſpots, longs to diſcharges: 
himfelf, and'beſprinkie the:Arid Souts:of lan 
puhing- fv ſmners + Whevyefore he: begs his Lips 

may be laid'open, that like a torrent he may. 

bear all down before him, deſtroy all the 
Barricado" 5 of impiety, and teach-the World 
in hts/ Example, that notwithſtanding, we 
forfeit by /m'all \ſupemiural aids, yer repentance 
is 5 of power toredeem them; -and reſtore us 
toXcapacityof regaining our eternal Beatitude: 
Wherefore he exhorts all Mento joymifſug 
with him, and witha frm hope cry ; Lord thou 


ſbalt open my Lips. 


The A, pplication. 


v. 


'P P 


We arc a here WY we begin to 
pray, thar' we took ip on our:{elyes'as = 


indigent; arid ulcerated Be Pipe! ; who expe&t 
the merciful hand of God to find men relief 


mn Oour- neceſfities ; 7 and we muſt further ref 
ou this'great addition to: our mſn, t 


vo 
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we. know.notof our {elves whatto ask,..nor 
howto frame our petition. Therefore, we 
muſt with our Holy Penjent beg be would.open 
our Lips; that is; putify; our underſtanding, \ ſo 
as what we demand: may. tend rather. to; the 
4dvantage of our Soul than Body, and enflame 
our wills tothe purſuironly of ſuch things as 
may contribute;moſt to.God's plory; if vey 
holdthismcthadyve need nottear.the;fucefs; 
but that all our Prayers will end 1n the. accoms 
phſhmen of our :defiret, and it ſometimes bey 
feems:not tokeep touchwith his promiſe, .it 
is becduſe we ask amif, we ask what willnor 
provetohis hiriovr, \norour good which oughr 
cobetho ſole morive of our Heerttand 7 nh | 


Therefore! we muſt 'alwaycs:make rheyIns 
rrodadionof:ourrequeſts under this forme, 
Lind oenrny Liprp ' |. | 2 Amen | 
vi \ '{ | \ X , } WLLLE \ , 
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Region, he-had wallowed in his Being: of.ag+, _ 


ture wounded by jr',:: which xendred him.., 
obnoxious unto death, nay unworthy, of, his, 
naturalexiſlence; now by a Second Creation having 
received a better Being of Grace, vvhich ens 
titles him to Salvation, he deliberates. yyhar-. 
homage he ought to pay, and fince thee Angels 
make ittheirunincerrupted-task to bleſs his 
Name, he promiſes to. keep} confort, with 
chem; crying out, and my Mauth ſhall. ſend forth, 
thy praiſe. s 1:77: mmoil39ms 

How juſtly he falls-upon: this duty, do. 
but conſider, when: Gogicreated all things 
of nothing, healone was exiſtent,' what could 
he then have in his:Eye buthinſelf rojbe they 
faakend of all hisworkg/i0 oo 2G 24 77 

Beſides; the: excellence, and: ſublimiy of his 
nature gave him thisjuſt prerogative as to be the 
objeflive Beatitude of all Bertngs; who are capable 
to enjoy him:, :and>rhar; all rhings Should 
tchd roo, and endin his glerigyepraiſe.:, , 
.\'From this Truth he gathers firſt, that: 
God hath an eternahieflemialglay, which is no 
thing elſe but his own perfections infinitely 
 accomplished; farthe glory of. every Being 1s 
its" perfeFion and zcaomplſbment.: Whence. it; 
followes; that as, Feds infiziteſy perfeT, he muſt 
heeds poſlefs within himſelf an infinite internal 
glory: (This is cflential, and. cannot be ſepay 
bb BY Qqq9q rated 
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rated*from him; this can receive no ens 
creaſe , for his joyes and- ſatufaFions are full 
charged up to the brim, as being from all 
Eternity within himſelf, and they are nos 
chingelMe bur himſelf. 
— "Now you mult know there 15 beſides, 
an external arid accidental glory due to him, which 
conſiſts in making known, and laying opeg 
his perfeFons, ' for plory is the moſt proper dejigns 
ment.of ſpiritual "natures, that are free and ex+ 
empt from miſery, and tis the greateſt r6 
compence of their generous ation: Since then 
God 1s the Prince-of ſpiritual Beings, he conſe- 
quently ought to have his magnificent productions 
adorned with the ornament of glory. E 

| Whercforc he reccives theefef of his pres 
zenfronr' in'order to this external plory, when 
Arigels/and Men contemplate the wonders of 
his efſence , and-in that-proſpect tranſported 
with admirationfcel a taſt of his ineffable ſweetneſs, 
when they love him-/ar'the height of their 
affetions,' and ſpend themfelves in his pres/er, 
ſt}! direQing all their ao in reference to 
© Upon this meditation. our Penitent: EQN» 
cludes, "that God derives ta himſelf mere; 
glory from a good than bad Soul, trom thepriien 
ftinate eAngels, than the reprobate ſpirits; tmore 
from a holy Soul in Parade, than a Soul loft in 


damna« 
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damnation: Becauſe the poodare admitted toa - 
knowledoe of his divine perfettions, which-they ad- 
mire; love, and reyerence; whileſt: 2 Soul 
doomed to perdition, {ſcarce knowes any thing njore 
than his avengins Fuſtice. Js 4h 
' Again, a juſt Soul wh ke as the Sun, 
and-which in.ſome kind expreſles the beawy 
of God (as being his fair and lively Image) 
more clearly ſets forth the power, wiſdow,:.and 
preatue(s of God thana Soul plunged in damna- 
tion,” who hath nothing obſervable in! her 
but her monſtrous, and hideous deformity. 
Hence, you may fcc our' great Petitioner 

in this undertaking15 grounded upon: prin« 
 cipler Of reaſon, a himſelf :toa Zap 
imprinted in every Being, by which 'they 
are Carried on: to ploy and praiſe after their 
way, their Creatour; St. Hierom anſwered / to 
ſuch as demanded howthe Sw, «Moon, and 
Startipraifed/ God, being ('reatures inahimate , 
deſtirute both: of' ſenſe , and re#ſor;3 becauſes 
(ſayes he) they are punctual.in:their-fations, 
alwayes exact in their! order. and: motion; and 
this' ſervice 1s homage of praiſe they-pay+to 
God. h ' At Ew; 
| Itis ftoried of Ste fntbony the Hermit,* that 
aPerfon of [qualiry-rendring him a wy inv 
his ſolitude, wondered how without-a Librdy 
or any Bock, ' he could ſo entertain himſelf, 


as 


(340) | F 
4s that the time was not tedious fohbim, to, 
whom the Saint replyed, that the whole world 
wasa great Volume expanded, in. which he, 
readas it were in great Characters, the wony 
ders of its ( reatour, to which alſo alludes the 
Sentence of St. (Cbryſoftom: There 1 not any. pare 
tice of a Creature, be it of worth or not , which-iſſaes. 
not forth a voice more loud than a1 rumpet, and ſpeaks 
the praiſes of God. | | 
But above all, it belongs to Man by ma- 
ny Titles of obligation to contribute to they 
praiſe and glory of God. * S 
Firſt, his natural perfections-more lively 
repreſent the Divine pertections, as being 
created to his /mage, and enriched with any 
underlanding able ro comprehend !/uperuatur 


dl 
things,-ſo that he alone in this:Earthly Fphere 
can acknowledge, and make. a return-of 
gratitude , for all the viſible productions'we 
| here behold. *:'Whence it 15 evident, that” 
Manis obliged" to pay the zribwe of praiſe and 
thankszivits inthe behalf of all Creatures: it 
was upon'this ſcore the-high Prieſt amang thee 
Fews Was wont to have wrought in his Gars4 
ment a draught of the World, to in{1nuate, that? 
irwashis part -todiſcharge the duty ofe Adora- 
4, '\gnd «avwietloment unto Godin the namtof 
 :>!Next; Man may be aidingiro the e-abry 
"=_ God, 


aboljlife, thavall — 

co him; \and' tis ſervices: Foritrhm henges is, 
cefletedacertainexremabglor upon Gordgrmot. 
only in thathe is known, lovedrand velpet: 
aed by fucha life of Sanitly;! butalſquia bat 
he hath ſuch bolyand:generous Creathresanjtilt ag ir 
isthe p{ory of a Faber to havea Soy wertwomt and. 
wiſe, ahd-who by his ylow! and; fage candge, 
drawes the:Byes:oÞ the iirkwuha kind of. 
admiration upon him. 241; 117 off 2n2m ei 
- Bur the preateſt ' plary Man ead:give unto 
Gotl, : is in a flute of Beatitude;;: for:when:once, 
there'arrived., the shall ſce:hinyface torfare 2» 
wichoutany interpoſed Veil, \hesballkgow 
thewoudert of lyis effence;taſt his ſwecveſgiingon- 
ivable; -andihave hisbeart ravihed- wither; | 
trnal affeftions: le Shall there l aile: Alb 10/9: 
full conſort for all ;Ecennity.z Plus: the bpheſs, 
plech of glory ern ng ; 
he-is partner.with the elfngelr,) 16.15 'itheyfmdl end, 
of:'our Creation ,, we are Not put: mterthis. 
World upon any otheridefign, xhanby acor-: 
flaut \propreſs: inwertue.; tO advance.our;ſ{elves; 
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'! Here you may diic of, 
_ Rrrre praiſe, 


(388) | I 
iff whicly our, Ptaitorywilt-engageb bl 

ay e: (Fir kf hewitt unto engage boite 

yariery'of Grencureslic-hath:ftamed\imithis 


mferiour: World! for Man's: ule; anid:nhis 
"_ NT einen eriforth/hid thanks, anid\ of; 
vin nevertoabiſcchemy on 
fign born cntrary te-tharend-for XI 
Le bremdde.ol no! cf of 
 "Narry exwill fobinical his. beth: <6b8 
led ah conducted. avcording to the! zþule 
clown thoſsGraces.he shall pleaſe, 
_ 10:deſtow! 'upot! him md kidg his Bogya holy, 
chiaſty ed materined villime r0-his Laws, and by 
this means he will diſpoſe hitnſelf for tha 
- ene, 14 fl ſoraice he > ro. render him in a 
| where: lis Moth shall never 
ecaſarh Deke hispraiſc: Ant ny Mouh 
ſpill declave thy projje. . { by 
-'Whileſt our Peatant chusi in his thou ohey 
rorts over allibaſe wotien which might july 
aff0tdiminy of #7.ſx tOhisgratefd Tour, there. 
oreurs wore which muſt not be omiered;y 
fitxee {tiexceedballothers; and txalts they 
gory viiGbdbyond: all che ſabmiſron of Men! 
and:Agyels3 qr isrhomy fiery of: the [ncantr 
trowig  ChriſtJoſusGod- Man hath, Caf 
 telbiltded the moſt ito God's ploy :. For:heas 


Rk ſaved the World by the effajaon (of his 


;2 4nd —_— more. glaity oe 
Go 
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as Rs 
God? thats tHe Faſoafor of iManiind Þ for . 
mire, coAtcmplacs,: enjoy,” andadorenhis 
ky could Have becy forthein;! o.rhar'God 


h1d remind underthe privavor obriiicelblls 
he doth and 1s to receive from ble ribs: 


all Ecernity.-” CITY 130 :JHQ-3 219 30D ; 
*1: Nay more, hor! only: Mtn do olorifi 


efus Ohrilt ;' bur [the efngdlr 
wiſe, 1m whoſe coneern the Chunk 'declanes 
the <Angeb praiſe your Majeſty, theeArchanpels 
bow before you? the'Power rromblerwithy 
elpet, the verner of Heaven; and bleſſed 
Srphims with like 505i and level do: glorify: 
yous Sotharall theexterabeloyconſtorared 
tw Godcither in Heaven or lRarthi incons 
fideration of thedivinepeſarasir ſupyeres the: 
ſertd bumarary of Chnlſti: 07 ou ng) bag | 
Laſtly; Few Cviftin Heavendoth praile 
ahq ragnify the Divinay with an fr" icomparts 
A; he doth ir more coprouſly, with more Tar 
az, witha micmore livelyand ravishing thaw 
#-the Chotres of Atigels atid|Saintspur topes 
cher': The reaſon” 15/// rhav'The moſt pores 
tuowledoe , and moſt 'awwenr affeton are tht 
fources of the'thoft!ablie and maparfrent\ Pai 
Megricks : Now the'Sm/of Vie "Magee 
a joyed 


(244) _. "> 
raged withhuridiſpute.a:mmre-glear md: ppp, 
abtrating wiſkonand knamines of bar DMnwg, 
is dnflathedbin: thavifhſs ah efſeve,tag highs 
degtec: than' any othet MAAthOcHFT.,.19 
conſequently bis wolk pre pul. breaks. forohs 
Into projſer, whiehevtErip-and ſyrpals byJtan 
alithe Heryony bothof Yngels and the peed pur 
rin Heaven, to loo 03 e bog d2ob 

| doubt not but our Pentent with. 1m ch 

; ru lethis 34.12 :ſtriks WP? n.Ahis 
beam:»:for if the; very thought. of the M cflias, 
replenished: his Mind withbundant joy, what 
conſolation «tO: conlider' that; by him, alone. God, 
would:denive ta:himſelf more gary, thanys 
from the whole maſs of Greatwes, .thaghe was to. 
Sharc with: hin 1 bis tack of praiſe,, that he 
would-procure!-encreaſe,] and magnity the, 
kozourof Godtoihis utmoſt: and ſincc Angels 
ani eMen:were:to pay their bonage of.prof 
and bened:ifion by and inthe perſon. ot...rhey 
- Moeſlias; 0hr Peniteht would not be exempt | 
" fnom: thar.priviledpe; of. bearing a Part 1n, Pr 
confort; rand bleſs'the: divine goodne{; in,ithah 
bythe bod: Secrifice.at the Melias, God's ben 
news hould be repaircd,. and as. many vgicps 
patncd!tar promote; his. greatneſs, .as, there 
ware to:berglriaw ſpirits in Heaven, thar by 
his[arcdaAMouhrbe prajjesigt bis God, his [6+ 
vers/an:gntd;/Jandobject of) his/oue were 0: NGt 


| (348) 
ecch@4:forehfinchemidtrofiunudiſe rap ibhy 
rhat Wy wotli”he pita befinn band lake 
confÞl86#th#isefgi12dad eondihbanng, | 
ial efron GO he Hein, ys millionef 
coy lite Ldbaur,” mighvhe bub live rofecgi 
che DI-br2«k'9f Di coming; however he ishe<. 
ſolved by him t& offerup 4/E buttock of praiſe 
andÞcticdiA\6H” Aid my Mok hall dammit 
BALW JL 1: 257 


nd IN | *38-1137 ATQD IG Tr 5 'IY Veit 
- Ceflanis AU niires the:ipodveſr of God;! Bir 
poſſeſſing within himſMdfanttexbayfet Teean: 
ſareof all good, itn whom ednndgebe found 
che" lift: wait vEanytiig defitable;>is. yer. 
pleafedto play the Meord)ant:W ah poof Wee” 
cures,” -entruſting ine/their hints not only! 

the' vibe Rock of this infOrioidr FH; 'but) UG, 
cheidiſpenſitionof' lavenly! racer; andirhiis 


: 


whilt he can-expect4 rmmn;'thisout Pruitios 
we HitmſelF: confeſlesing che faſt Chapreriof 
the firſt of the {brnldes where Heand Rhea: 
Ptinces.of chepeoploShadratie lapelOfor-: 
ing of many T alents of (Gold,. Silver,*and other\ 


Metals : ForirefleQtingichemupomthetate = 
of econ twikt Goudand'hisqCrearures;: 
Hefaid?, 1Howunr'l, andwhat it my'prople to offer 
<1j thins unts thee, | for all hings come: fromubee; ' aud. 
of thine own we-have grumy; ©Sorha © Das 
offer unto God: but whwehey: haye received: 
fronmbin + Nay , :be is' (0; ldafpent;? as: though 
NIST Sf We 


= ES 
Hog. Ins _ mY 
in-rewes-of- ia, is bondiii>: Dukebe\ = 
prjſe.; anflis itnogtranges ybould xÞteſe.; 
him #7. Nay,'\to. efncRULage us thopgy.wc we 
give him: but ariffe, mot worthithe,s 
ing, yetif it bedone with areal intent gt ſers 
vinghim; >he Menthesnot atir; thu byybs a 
ceptareennaktitoahalle;: and of 2- Pric5;NoÞte to 
be. oftremed,;: 1 my} [needs thas ſa 

great Renicut, hath pitched upen arigt it = 
of #afficks ard which-iswoſt; ſuirableiro the 
ſtate of his affairs;; Wherefore I wondcrnot 
if in divers other Pſalqas, he proceſs he will 
Ii ventJdon prithey hesball be.able to remigun+: 


to —_ bl (Creditonr, the juſt Ge of ; ;Pral aiſe, 
i ill be pauncual in this;rprrrce 
= ta dis, Which reſolugrion be 


$itdhere covfioms 21.410 my Md has helen 
fonhibypeie<- . « WCV) 10 wh, 

\r Sts (Boner! forbids aching in rhaſs 
fanmoui@pRa theiuzpe of God; to wit, 


I froud, thaughthe take up! 
cha Sh nothers praiſe\,. ;ſ\and deſcants;npan 
it with annch. ſteming zeal,” yetihe alway as:{0, 
manages:the:Emomiams:as to involye himfelt 


as 6 0 which 1 alt; fot Godiwill 
AV }1: have 
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havens Red phtominm rag 
umohisGrbavures «ion olhi 


,[ buvitymatcebofig/anthemuill befor 
Finroegſhorhpeatpne ShaltJcaralswre ay 
him; in dbis he-proclaimshiwmlclf{rabea fob 
harffod. 01 21116 03 [9311 1CETIT £6 26W Gino 
NN ext; hho Pruvjer be [tvtorows, ihe Candg 
never be faithful, for this unmanly paſſioniſtkegh 
efpoplexyſeines upgn allot wal filnth/hin- 
ders the ſpezob,) nay even bemrayes'any incs} 
relt at the Face of danger. / Sbrhachoirneyer 
fee any thing'preat or gengraniito: ine; fronys 
__aCoward;'\wherefore: onrbMefſtd Sdviour:de> 
chres: heovill.not aber hin at plied ads dey; 
whocharh bete bluſzd;; Ind not dared»to{acs 
knowledgehimuy cy! fo wil otog bog wh 
' , vQur'grear Das was! fivexempr)frome; 

theſe irregufer mmions ;ASrooe dirft;, fie.was 


himſelf shews he, was notclevaratwithian> 

Aity tonceitof his barwarth,) whenhepronouns 

ces in his Pſalm ; That he « a Worm \and\not: 6 
Ar; ' che wpprobryef Men! and:fcarn of the people. 
Sd that the hatblgf of Pridetlid noviftiflcy) or 
atiy>weyed Ubſtradt thoſe juſt eftribqtts; hes 
promiſes herd rogiveunto his Maker: » ci» 
-: As tothe'othen branch of fear, »his:Hews 
i explonyareabundinttly ſer forth in.the famed 
Hiſtory, ſouhat roxfe abuurto cleaphimfronds 
v | "x appre= 


onicatis (wiySerue) 


[\ oro NN : 


cho meekeſt'of <Adeh, : tHe Charaffer hs\giyes of | 
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(6345) | 
/an) ob 2ervoan; when Sd ode give dayiart 
Kakec;ichnerothedamentrmoutc4nannioing 
gldrionigay;} [tormpatiwadbiioSun fairer! Tos 
dhea coulelndeolitiwas rowpieatiripedifped amions 
det todho pirfandgeeat bis:mks and thanks 
Mouth was admirably fitted to Sing forththed 
pearſesdf his God = *Andmy Pfouth ſhalt aounce 
ghprafſescidey van 173 107 ABN ori 124720 
-0i:Whin our Peviltnt gocs 08: 3h; his: de« 
ſigne yamake.anElogyot his: Cineatours proj 
fe; :haisſtartledart an wprinion;; that God 1 plc 
rifyedin the dammation-of a Soul, \as much. in her Sas 
vation, \\But h \faon recaver ed/himic It: ups 
ON: the priucip er. he hath laid i{1 for:a5-a-we 
and-arcbmpliſhed pieck of: work; ſpeaks more the 
art and perfe;on of the workman,; that -9re-that 
is impen{et and beſet with'many: taults; 1o a 
be ſed Souladorned: with: many: peifettions, ani 
being /awly inzape\ of her Moker, ' ddth-moro 


exprofs'aHe- power; wiſdowe:, and other Marin 
bnerof Ggd:thari'a loft Soak all ſtained: witki'a 


horrid gealt of jrts\ dunWKnUuV i; cri 1J eitl (11 29: 
 1t- Would be indifferent; to:th6& 


212 aam\g - 

ike. er) inithe Jove 'of \Gedz; whether 
a 1dubperished or nor'; /becaufe they defi» 
ring nothing. but the:g/ay of God | and-if 
thatwwetec cqually concerned in the4doſs,or Sal- 
Wtiox ofa iSoulg} certainly either; would, ba 
alkeitaithems but iris moſt gybdent hey 


21003 practilc 
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practiſe the contrary: ,.! entertaining! fafgor 
nate Heſires forthe gaining of x: Soul; :;/and 
much reſcoting, . nay with greatdeſalagion; 
the raine ofany;'which-evidences that.God 
derives'to himſclf more glory: from a Solfienli: 
vented by his'graz, 'thanfrom' ber wallaw> 
ing in-the f{b.0f fin: Wherefore he eps 
cludes the task of God's-praiſe can not be.-gags 
ried'0n- but by-a life of, Sanflity, which: he. 
looks upon as a happy nece/tty,, that theighyiof 
our{ reatoris annexed to our groce} "epings 
For he hath produced all chingsto be pally 
referred to himſelf,; and if in; this, Creatures 
find hikewiſe their mtereſt and fall delight,.. how 
oreat an obligation iSit? That AY linked 
his glory to our happy condition, and utmoſt perfeti- 
01; thatis, whilſt we procure unto God the 
greateſt glory, inthe ſame action we purchaſe 
ro our ſclves/our greateſt felicity : So that our 
Penitent will never ceaſe: And myeMoub ſhall 


ſend forth thy praiſe. | 
The Application. 


Here we are inſtructed that. our Being is 
conferred upon us to no. other end, than rg 
love, praiſe, and glorify God); and ro pProcurey 
(as muchas in uslyes,) thar others likewiſe diſ- 


charge this defonment of their Creation. Ifthen 
di 4 cc vwe 
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we.directour ation; to our own praiſe, fuckin 
intheeArr of humane applauſe, we commit an, 
a&t of injuſtice againſt-God , and pervert the 
woble employment allottedto our nature: We play 
the Thief,” and: plunder the lawful propriety of 
ou Creator 3 'The utmoſt perfettion of a-ſiream is 
tobe reunited to its ſource; and that of x Man 
to-praiſe and plorify God, in loving, ſcrving, 
and manifeſting his. perfe&tions, and fincey 
all other ( reatures confpire according to theit 
capacity to render him glory, Let w who are 
endued with' reaſon conſecrate all our thought; 
and words, all our defires and affetions to exalt 
his praiſe and plory. eAmen,. 


F" WET a —_ 
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ot Cna'e. XXNXIIL 
Ouoniam fi voluiſſes Sacrificium, dediſſem utique, 
Becauſe if thou wouldeſt have bad a Sacrifice, I ſhould 
verily haye done it. 


1N this Clauſe our Petitioner hints a remark-. 

! able conſideration; which is, that he 
wiltnort play the Heady devote, nor follow his 
Own will{ and whar his weak brain may ſuggeſt 
unto him in order toGod's ſervice, but wiſcly 
Em | commutr 


(35t) 

commir himſelf yrto God,- who. muſt 'be his - 
eMafterin this patticular s. For Man's'bliads 
ſs is ſo grear, the'(Cloudsover his uhdecitaridt 
ing ſo Hack; that of him{elt he catmbri/cers 
what homage is due tohis Souereien: Monarch ; ny 
with what Saoifce he oughtito adore; thank, 
and appeaſe him :: He knew well our important 
efairin this life, isto;ſerve God as he-would\be 
ſerved, and in-that way:iwhich mighribey 
moſt pleaſmg to him ; -by conſequence che vr> 
ders he is to obſerve mult be revealed to him 
by God, that conformably ro-his pleaſure he 
isready to obey, to Sacrifice'not only a beaf\, 
buthis fortwze, honour, crown,” perſon, andall;\ 

. © There are' many|Opinions: about rhis 
Quere; why thoſe lefial Sacrifizes infbirmed'by God's 
own appointment, | as a toffemony-of our acknowledamens 

of bu jupream Dominion over-us ; and being 1heir ſoles 

refupe to (helter themſelves from the darts of his anger, 
ſhould in the caſe of our Petitioner be cenſured as uſeleſs, 

and n9 wayes t0 be countenanced by the approbation of 


Hewven. | 5 

-. Some ſay our Penitent means by this the. 
bare external aft of Sacrifice, whichias\an accu= 
ſtomary thing without the -intemion, which 
vives life to the ation, 1s not required'of God, 
norreceives from him any ſupport, and thatin 
this ſenſe he truly doth notauthenticateany 


Sacrifice fo offered. + | 
Bur 
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-:; Butqueſtionlels this:expgirionis far from., 
our Penitents thoughts, : for no. eblation un. 


lefs veſted-with a form. of /incere reſpeÞ, and 


reverence-torthe Divinity, can find any propitiog | 
efag; and ſince that depends on the williof 


him that offers -lacrifice, it thu cireumſlante be 
wanting, neither will his inmo/ation be. atcep- 
table, norhe himſelf blameleſs; 1t he deſiſt upon 
chat title-from diſcharging: his duy by thoſe 
Ceremonies which the: Law then requi- 
red. hoc. 797 0 E343] £ OT 
+: -Iwill wave the ſentiments of divers others 
1o.to avoidprolexity,; and give you that of St, 
Gregory ,:who ſcems to have hit-upon they 
genune ſenſe of thisclauſe.:: For he reputes it 
to be a'prophetick inſpiratidnin our Pentent ; that 
the legal Sacrifices being aT yps only and Figure of tha 
eternal Sacrifice to be offered up in the perſon of Chriſt 
in whoni they were all toend. Therefore in conſideration 
of his vigorous Faith, and ardent zeal for his coming, 
ty which be merited the effeft of what they repreſented; he 
was diſpenſed within theſe legal S w—_— as to himſelf, 
they being intheſe circumſtances little beneficial, and azit 
were unneceſſary. | 
[-; Bur let us examine the nature of a Sacrifice 
which will give us light the better to dif- 
cern' the verity of this clauſe : Firſt, it exadts 
that he: who offers Sacrifice be a:Prieſt , for 
ſince itisa worſhip of all others the moſt eminent, 


by 
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by which the World.conſpircs:in one to ac- 
knowledge a Divinity, itis requitite this ex+ 
ternal*Ceremony, $hould not be committed to 
_ the Execution of everyone, but that certain, 
feleded Perſons be conltitured\, who in the 
name of the Common: wealth should pay 
theirbomage to the drvine. Majeſly;' and in thar 
ation of Sacrifice, acknowledge both bu ſu- 
pream- power , and zheir | ſubjeftion ; and thy perſon 
ought to be a Prieſt becaufet is his proper offices 
witnels St. Paul in the Fifth to the Hebrews , 
Every Prieſt choſen out amoug ft een are appointed far 
the ſervice of «Men, in thoſe things which relate unto 
God inthe oblationof. giftsand Sacifees, - = 
Now as to the Lay} nature/where ments 
on is made of. Sacrificer, and notof Priefls, St. 
Hierom cites a tradition. of the: Hebrews which 
teſtifies that the £i7/t born: Male, or Eldeſt Sor 
were” Prieſts, and enjoycd both a reg4},, and 
pontificial authority in their Linez and Family. 
Whence Fob Chap. 2. Sacrificed in-behalf 
of his: Children, whom likewiſe he bleed 
andſanCityed. £0112; oth Sz 40 
Next, 1t is required 1n a Sacrifice, that it 
be ſome external ſenſible thing, either living or in- 
animate; for whatſocver by the eſteem of Na- 
tions, Or authority of holy Smypture hath: been, 
reputed arealanderue Sacrifice, ; it eyer.confilted 
inſome ſuch viſible and external thing. 
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The third condition of a Sacrifice is, that the 
thing offered up be killed, or ſome alteration, 
madcin it; for all the Sacrifices of the naturd 
and eMeoſaick Law were not performed by 
a ſimple oblation.or elevation of the thing, 'bur 
by its defiruttion, and this directed ro. God's 
honour. Living ( reatures were /laughtered, and 
things inanimate, ſome burnt, as Flower, Sal, 
Incenſe: Others pouredout or ſpilt, as Blood, Oyl, 
and Water. . The reaſon nay a Sacrifice ought 
to be ds/troyed is, that by the de/truttion it ſerves 
no more tothe «ſe ofe en, and ſo mare 
compleatly ſeemsall applyed to God's honour, 
as importing. his: ſuprean Dominion , and a dex 
pendency of allthings onhim.: 
Fourthly, © a $acrificeis to be offered up impli- 
citly,or explicitly ro the honour of God; if forany 
other end it loſes the nature and quality of 4 
Sacvifice : For a)Satrifice is in the number of 
thoſefigns by which we expreſs our inwardue 
lat off atiothers excellency, and a defire in our 
ſelvesto become his /ave, now if this efleem 
or deſire be wanting, the {pn u falſe, and hath 
 #6effet; ſorhata Sacrifice proceeding from flat- 
tery Of fear 1s impions, and-putsa /cor upon the 
Deity they ſcem to adore. 
+ Laſth; the-place wherein a Sacrifice is per- 
formed} ought to be conſecrated to that” 


cnd, atidthiswecallane4har, for as 
533 4 the | 
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the-dienity of that «#ion may juſtly exaQ a par- 
ticular department ſeparated from prophane uſes, 
as the cuftom of allNations declares, 
''From'theſe premiſes we {ee what a Sacrifice 
is taken inthe ftrifeſt ſenſe, 'towit, an external 
oblation of ſome ſenlible thing offered unto 
God , by which we acknowledge his ſu« 
pream power over #7, andal things: that he 
may diſpoſe of them and wr at his pleaſure. 
Now that God should not require at the 
hands of our Petitioner ſuch an expreſiion of his 
duty-ſeems intricate, -becauſe though by the 
tye of nature we are obliged to worship God 
by afts of vertne; and good works ſuing from ſuch 
aprinciple, may quadratewith the endof a. 
Sacrifice, which is 'to honour God : 'Yer they 
produce no external jgn; andfoproperly can- 
not be ſaid tobe ati of Rekgivn, nor conſe- 
quently a Sacrifce, which comprehends the 
moſt perfet worſhip that can be given by a Crea- 
Beſides, it is moſt certain that the: Law 
ofe Moſes obliged the Ferns very tritly, and 
this appears in God's promiſes to the punctual 
obfervers of it; as that rainghould fall in due 
ſeaſon, their Lands become fertile, their 
Trees be laden with fruit, abundance 'in" their 
Vineyards, that they should be preſerved from 
wild Beaſts, enjoy a full peace , — 
tnetr 
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their Enemies, and plant themſelves in the, 
mid(t ofthem; Nay more, that theſe tempor 
bleflings were to be Crowned with ternal liſe, 
of which promiſe made to the farſt inhabitants 
of the. Earth, they had a Tradition, though 
their Law made no mention of it, . Sothat 
not only for their temporal proſperity, - but like. 
wiſe in order to ſpiritual and eternal treaſures, 
they were bound-to obey their /egal precepts, 
and this in conſcience under the penalty of a 
mortal or venial guilt, according to the matter 
whercin they tranſgreſſed. Now this obliga- 
tion was extended not only. to their moral, and 
Ceremonial precepts, |but likewiſe to their Fudi- 
cial and Politick; for why. $hould not civil and 
temporal Lawei bind in Conſcience , 1ince we are 
tycdby accrtain' external, Fuſticein-morality to 
contribute to.the peate-and quiet order of the 
Common-wealth. _ Fes 
. Laſfth, they are commanded by God,as 
well as the others, and pronounced with the 
like! beriediftions, and maledittions; and there- 
fore obligatory after the ſame manner. It was 
uponthis ground they {et more by one precept 
ofthe Law, than by their lives, or whatſoever 
elſe moſt precious to them: For-cxample Elea» 
er, and the Mother of the eachabees with 
her Sons, choſe rather to dye, than to eat 
Swmes fleſhtorbidden by the Law; it was in 

| purſuance 
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ptirſuance of this their zeal; i that-wireni the - 
Romans firſt took Hieruſalemunder Pompey, and 
forcibly entering the Temple: mowed: down 
all before them; neither the zerroar of death, 
nor outcryes bf the dying Multitude round a- 
bout them, * could divert them from; their. 
drome” ſervice, oblations,; | and Sacrifices If but ON 
the contrary were:refolvedtolyeatthemera 
5 of} the wideriou, aridſuffer what thay pleaſe 
ed virarherithen abandon their e4/tars 4,.Qn 
quit any part of their. duty,' 1m: obferving! 
whit wascommatided by their Law; :and fore- 
fathers. OO ONORG 0199911 TO WAL TIE 27 2 

Now ſince the(&» legal Sacrifites (wwete 10 
much valued by the Fehr, andobſerycd with 
fo'miuch gal; :as inftituted:by:Gods ownu 
aþpoivements 'Teftimony: ot ouracknopledgrhons 
of ha ſupreampoyer," and our froyettion,, and being 
they wer icir fol: refugdte Shelter. thgmn 
ſelves 'feam the darriof higavger; hb gomes\ 
itto paſs thatinehecdte dfreun Peiortrithey, 
 ar6'cenſurcd: weleſs;: ind; narwayesr $6 bee, 
GUuntenanced from-Heavanz:haras here 
he expreſly declares, that God wault.nat; 
live: him pay this xrþue orctanage af} Sacri- 
fce\''ſo we have reaſbtutorbelieve;hedigd. art 
for; -for it-is norwhere:read,” thatihg.offere. 
&ap any Sacrifice: for Uriah's murdet;; pr. his 
146|tery with Berfaber';. though. ulgally 31l. 
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offendours in that narure did it, nor were 
ro beadmitred into humane Society: untill they 
had purifyed themſelves by a Sacrifice of expis 
anuon. | 
Some there are who fancy that our. Pet;s 
tioner underſtands here , that /egal Sacrifices 
were moſt of them appointed for fs coms 
mitted through ignorance, and negligence : Now 
henot finding himſelf guiky in this kind, pre» 
fumes that God would not exif Fes of 
him upon that ſcore. | 

But this cannat hold Water, for certain 
it is, that many of thoſe Sacrifices were inſtjs 
raced for the expiation of ſeveral treſpaſſes of com- 
miſion ; and namely thofe which gave. birth 
to this chis-penitentidl Pſalm ; Beſides, he ſcergs 
to-be much devored ro that kind of Saif, 
which was ordained for ns of ignorance, often 
fiipplicating the Dwvine mercy in bebalf. of his 
ſeeret;- and hidden fins, which muſt :necds- jm; 
porthis fab intowhich through Jenorance. he 
may have-fallen ;: and therefore upon thay, 
feore he would neverideſiſt from the offering 
upof'a Sairifice. oo * 

-!: Othersagaininterpret this clauſc of qyr 
Pwritioner,' as if he would ay, Lord shoulgþ 
offerup theſe Saajfees commanded in the Lop 
they will not' pkaſe; 'noroppeaſe thee? They, 
are but figs arid repreſentations of that true n 
RHO TE : orifice | 
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cifice thou wilt one day give'us; and from. 
theefficacy of which future Sacrifice the weak veniue 
of thefe are derived, at whoſe approach all 
cheſearero beccvacuated, .andceafe: Were 
itnotrhen better that I preſent you with one, 
that will never be refuſed, that is, a heart pierc- 
ed with forrow, and bowed with repemance ; this' is 4 
Sacrifce I am furc you require, -andif I gives 
you-th4,: you will not think: I grudge. you 
the wher : Upon theſe Terms the three 
Young Men in Babylon petitioned : T hat:God 
would'receive 4 comrite heart 'md ſpirit of humility , in 
liewof Ramms, Bulls, and a thouſand fat Lambs offer= 
edup in Holocauſt. Ofig 4! | ben 

But with ſubmiſſion Iconcerve our Pe- 
trioner in this clauſe appralsto'his great God, 
and inſinuates ir, 1s his revealed will he'should 
defiftfrom theſe Sacrificer, as being all fatis- 
tyed with his imternal atts of repentance, '/which 
more perfectly contribute to: the ee of a 
Szerifiee' though nor'to rhe formality 'of it ) 
than any externdl oblation;” For this expreſſion 
if you would have bad one { fuppoling the com- 
mand of God in general tothe Fewyh Nati- 
on, that in all their diſtrefſevthey were to 
make their way to' him by the means of Sacrifice ) 
| imports a knowledge he had to the contra» 
ry, otherwiſc he would never-have put 1n.-- 


anif, nor made a Quere whether he m—_ 
0 
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doit, had he not beenfirſt warranted in the, 
 forbearance. 1m 17 OE 

' Now, 1f you ask me why God ſhould proceed 
ſo patticularlymithbim, it{ſeems to-me:probable, 
that/'it was in; confideration3ok . his vigorous 
Faith,::and ardent zeal for the coming of the. 
<Meſias, : by. which: he-metirted the..efe# of 
wharthe Jepal:Sacrifices did repreſent; [and fo 
was diſpenicd with, inorder toall thoſe Sax 
crifices,! as. to him. with theſe circumſtances lit- 
tlebenehcial.::c Ws ©. 
.- Forwe ſcein ſeveral Emergencies, that” 
God would not rye himſelf-to the ftrif rw 
he had ſet down forthe guidance. of his people; 
hebad ordained that:/Prieſts; only'were to be 
the lanfal» Aſinifters: of: Sacrifice; and the prevas 
wdawonof ths Law he punished ſeverely: in the 
perſcins:of : @z#z and$aw: Yet at another 
riod by aparticdar Ordination, he.cnjoyned Abel, 
eAtrabamr, tpac,, and others ;, though they 
weremat:Priefs toofter Sacrifice: For by ver- 
tug bbthis Conundthey.were conſecrated Prieſtt, 
and bad the poweraof Sacrificing committed 
tathem!...knJikemanner our Petitioner living 
in the'time!-of. the'KLjaw,, a Law of bondage; 
where. many. harſh impoſtzons were laid upon- 
them -mightbe exempted from the burden of 
Sacrifces, upon the ſeore of his Heroih Love, 
Repentance,' and ceaſeleſs;groans fora Redeemer: 
ob For 
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For doubtleſs amotigft- all che” Patriarths. of © 
thepld Teſtament; noreevetintereſied them: 
ſelves ſo much in charparticular-ashe;' and it 
is betieved he mucti-obliged che: World'by 
thoſe his lowing defires, 41 haſtning thecoming 
ofthe M eſhas. tc) i£:58qlbs 

| Forall chisar the firſt glance, one would 
think our Penitent were lyable to cenſure: That 
knowing he addreſſed himſelf to one'who 
is the ſearcher of hearts, and betore. whom the- 
mot ſecretmotions are di//p/azed, he should 
neverthelefs make this /uperluour exprefiion of 
his promptitude to perform what ever hey 
wouldexatof him. _ | 

But we ought to juſtify our Penitent, and 

believe that inthy heaims at the World; ſatifa- 
fon; to the/end after ages might read, he 
declinednot the «/e of tholc remedies the Law 
preſcribed, out of anyidetectoF ſubmiſſion 
to the Law, but meenly. upors the ſcare of 
God's diſpenſation, who was pleaſed to accept 
of the interiour eAts of his repentance, and in 
thac acceptation, would inform Mankind; the 
beart is the thing he moſt conſiders;. 4 
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F rom hence we may learn this inſtrufion , 
thatwhen we ſce our Neighbor deficient in 
; Yyyy what 
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what he owes to 'the ezerma/ Law, we mult nor 
immediately. paſs Sentence of (Condemnation 
upon him ;- the Fudgements of God being far 
diffetent from thoſe of. Men, but referrall to. 
that: great dey which will lay open all Tubs, 
eſpecially in matters of omfion,. where they 
cauſes are ſo incvident, and wherein we ſo 
often make the: /nnocent puilly. If ſeriouſly 
we inſiſt upotuths principle, then with conti- 
dence:;we may keep time with Holy David, 
and cry ; If thou wonldeſt have had Saoifice [had 
verily done it. + eAmen, * 


—— — —————. 
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Ye r0h; Holocauſti non deleflabers,, 
; » Thouwik not bedelighted with Holocauſts. 


- £ - 


F444 our Petitioner couched this Clauſe in 
..4 the preſent Tenſe, and ſaid, Thou art not de- 
delighted with Hotocauſts ; it would have cleared 
theſenſe of theprecedent diſeaſe, and provy- 
eda ſatujaftory aligario for his omiſſion of Sarri- 
fice: Bur being in the future, it renders the 
expreftion Fi 3 and may import, that up- 


on the cftablishment of anew Lay, all theſe | | 
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Fipurative oblations will ceaſe, and then the Tz - 
cenſe of rhole appeaſing Sacrifices would no more 
{mell ſweet in his Noftrjls. \ "6 
But however upon a more ſerious inſpe- 
ion it may bear thi conſtrution, that'an imme- 
diate, and preſent effe# would follow ; - ro-wit;; 
whenſoever he should offer Sacrifce;- icowill 
be no wayes acceptable to him, becauſe as 
Iſaid in the promiſes, the lively Faith he had 
of the Law of grace, put himin the ſame con» 
dition through a particular diſpenſation of 
Heaven, as if he had not been under the 
eMeofaick Yoak, and therefore fince he:con= 
cributed on his part, what was requiſite to 
the perfeQtion of an Evangelical Sacrifice, God 
would ſupply the reſt, ſo that truly, as-to. 
his particular, he might ſay ; Thou artnot delight= 
ed with Holocauſts, ©. | 
Upon theſe grounds our Petitioners ar=. 
ounent carries weight, and inferrs that if Holo- 
cauſts be not countenanced by Heaven, ir 
were in vain to think of any other oblation, 
for amone(t all the legal Sacrifices, thatof Holo- 
| cauſts, or Burnt-offerings, was the moſt perfe#, 
and the moſt compleatly expreſſes the ſupre- 
macy-of God's power over ws, and the fulneſs 
of our /ubjeftion to him, for in ſome Sacrifices 
artof them were burnt, the reſt applycd to 


the uſe of the eAſinifler , but in Holocauſts all 
Was 
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was conſumed, and by the zotal deſtrution of 
that offering was implyed a dependency of For. 
ne, Life, and Being on his orders, and com. 
mands from whence they were derived. 

I obſervelikewiſe in the ſacred T ext, that 
if Sacrifices were not performed with a pure con- 
 feience, and deteſtation of ſin, they were odi- 
ow ih the fight of God, this appears in the, 
. Firſt Chapter of Eſay; by whoſe Pen God 
declares, that /ncenſe was abominable to him, and 
that he abhorred their Solemnities. Again, in the 
Prov. The Sacrifice offered up by an impious hand @ abo- 
mination in his fight. For the end of a Sacrifue js 
either in order toareconcliation with God, a 
return of thanks for. benefits received, or for the 
impetration of lome new favour : Now to pretend 
to any of theſe, and nor renounce all aftection 
_ toSin were rather to provoke, than any wayes 
appeaſe his-anger: But our Petitioner delivers not 
the' thing with that horror, he touches nor”. 
upon:any abomination, Or ſeverity on God's part, 
but expreſſes itin the Negative of any ſatufa- 
Honhewnill take init, which concludes his 
Sacrificing ation would not be rejected upon, 
the ſcore of any real-guilt, but as a thing un- 
neceflary to him, who was priviledged with 
the conditions of a more efficacious oblation, and 
therefore juſtly he might cry, thou art not dehght- 


ed with 11 olocauſts. 
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 eAſpain, (OUT Holy:Penitent 1a his.3 oa Dabn,. 
explicares himlelt| more glegcly 2bout this. 
point, his yvords: are thele-,:; bay haſt,nat rex, 
puireda barnt; offering forfin,- wherefare 4 will playt,yaur. 
Linwinthe midſtof my beans: ſince | ſaid engraven is 
the Frrontiſpiece of the Bbak, that. yg plejente., [. 
ſhonld inthiymanner perforus you pl ;- What.cans 
be moreevident' taidemonſirate,, he had:or- 
ders to deliit: from any other Sacrifice, then 
what werehatchedand conveyed unto God, 
from an unfpotted Heart 5; tor by this Book; 
is meant the ſecret of, Gods proceedings with) 
Man, as appears in the eApecalips, where is: 
expreſſed that the. farts alone! Was found Wors. 
thy to open, 'and unctiaſh ble Bogkof Gods {e> 
crets, andz#by Bookewas unfolded to him, by 
which-he is taught; ''Þ hat he x not delighted with 
Holocauſls, Folocauſts; & c. 3 tO; 3-4: 
' - Beſides, rhougkthe Law of Moſes were 
abrogated as to their Ceremonial -and judicial pre- 
cepts : Yet what depended on- the Doftrine of 
| Faith, and morality wasnot cashierd, butre- 
fined, amplifyed, and made.more perte&t:' 
Whence our Holy Petitioner by way of «Ampli- 
fication inſtructed in the more ample Elucida- 
tiomof Faith tobe unfolded in the Law Evange- 
lical, and enriched with a 71ght Spirit, not on 
ly to diſcem what is 200d, from bad; but like- 
wiſe to embrace, and purſue the wayes 
hs LELELE of 
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of yertne, not'only to know the wounds of by. 

mane nature, but alſo the! ſovereign remedies. for 
their aw?; preſumed he might lay claim; tg 
4' Law,” not of fearburt tovs;\ laid\ppen tohim 
itt his prophetick-Spirit,  A-Law.not. only 
given by a Legi//ator, but by bim wha: was bo þ 
4 Lawgiver, and Redeemer; aT.aw.not written 
in ſtorm,” and which breathed forth anger, bur 
one that should be imprinted in' the hearts.of 
eMen, wwhoſ&effefs are Grace and Trutb, and 
by vvhich heshould be related to Hem as their 
God, and they to him as hu people: A Law not” 
FIVen tO one fingle NC ation, 'bur directed tothe 
whole orld, in which repentance, and remfion of 
fans should be enacted; and held forth ;, A 
Law nor conſiſting: of ſhadower ,-'bur ſubfance, 
by the infuſion of Faith and (Charity, and by 
the impletion of all fpwrative Sacrifice, a Lay 
not of //avery, but freedome, and love, which 
vvith the Precepts vvould be communica» 
teda ſpiritof Clarity, to enablethem to they 
performance of vvhat vvas impoſed, and vyhere 
the Lords ſpirit is, there liberty is found. Hence 
though our Petitioner was (till under the Lay; 
yet it vvas not asabond-man, performing his 
atts by conflraint ; but as a Child born ro his duties 
by affcftionand reſpet, and therefore exempt” 
from the terrours of the Law, he ſayes, thou att 


not delizhted, ©&c. 
Chriſt 
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;:-Oheiſt our Lord:abrogated the-billiof di+ _ 
yorce practiſed amongft thei Fevr,, \declariny 
that whoſoever difmiffed bis cwifes. and Yook 
anbor;*played the-Hduberer i: Nowidis quoſt 
cettainthat it vas alwayesunlawtul;, though 
inheo Law. (upon the {core:of\ cheoFew; 
profefs; and obſtinacyinevit}nwpunishs 
meht vvere ordained for the:fame, :a5'cheng 
vver@for other crimes; ſa-thatitwvyas ans 
evikpirmitted, not aprrned off And this nor 
25 tothe guilt, but defect of chaſtijement: If then 
cheJZaw practiſed akind of aamivancy in fors 
bearing the 'yſe-of it$-coercye davert0: prevent 
a greater inconvenienty; thatmighrenſye; 
Why may vve not'inferc vuivhimtarereaſon; 
that where the moſtperfectembuonr,' as ro the 
efe# of a Satrifice ate. found; ooghers of leſs 
moment may be'omutred : *iThe legal Sarrifices 
not'having'pomrertoveantert{nace, nor with- 
out: the internal worſhipuf vertues, as Chartty, \ Rex 
pertdiice,” and the like were grateful, no more 
thawour extermsl poodwork at:prefentare, even 
inthe higbeft, and mote perfett oblation, if a dife 
poſition inthe Mind be wantmg, ' wherefore 
our Petitioner enriched with all eſſential requifites 
of 11tvely faith, love, -forrow, &&c. And being 
a'perſon according.ro Gods own Heart, I 

{ce not but with theſe circumſtances he ="—_ 
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reſt fixed in his Qblatioh1n.Spirit z, andery, 
thou art ui delighted with Holocaufts.. (>; cc oy 
A 20Tbs ( lauſe hath {crawork MANY. Lreat Wits,. 
 andpushedthem on {orfar,- a5 to aſſert-that: 
Samifies were/not commanded: in the; old Law, 
butonly permitted as 2leſfſer Eyil,::as to;make 
themaecline 7dolary; which. that grols, peo. 
ple. were ſo apt-to (lide:1nto;: and to Shew 
this was-the ent of that Inſlitution, they obſer- 
vethoſr Beaſts were appointed ,--and mark; 
cdoutfortheir Sacrifices, which were the Dei. 
#eradored bythe Egyptians, as a Sheep, a Goat, 
x Kid; anOx;.af. af, a Dave, ,aSparrow, a Tur- 
 #&; thavivhilft.chey mangled, and deſtroy- 
cd-thoſc:e Animals, they, might xeflet; upgny 
that one ſupream od, hetote who all vher pow: 
ers mult lyc iproſtrate,: and by their defirufion 
acknewledge his Soverejpy Dominion. 

-.'.. Now confefs, as $0:the Univerſal tye.of 
the Law,» Igonot along|with this Opinion 
in: matcer of: Sacrifce, for before. the written 
Law, .it1s clear in the; Sawoifice of Abel, Noah, 

and eAbraham, - that they-were Obligatory, and 

likewiſe:acceptable to God, - and this they 

Chburchconfirms ſupplicating that this unbloogy 

Sacrifice might find acceptance-at his Hands, 

as thoſe of «@Melehizedeck,, and other juſt Pa- 

tmarchs: had done : Nay; in Exodus the 12. 

God makes an accurate, and diſtinct ſettle- 

ment 
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ment of the Ceremonies; inflicting paniſhiaens - 
on the'infringers, which ſpeaks more thawbare 
permiſſion : Nay, he owns the perfumrariling 
froth # Satrifice, ro be moſtOdoriferow, and plea- 
1ing'to him. 7 UL 0347 FOT-RY 
You muſt know then that: one mathe invw 
the Inftitution of Sacrifces was to divert the 
Fepr from dangers of /dolatry,” juſt as now 
one of the mentions 1h marriage may be ro'avord 
fornication. b-- " I 
'' Another motive was to pretigure' that bloody 
Sacrifice of the Croſs, robe offered up inthe, 
new Law, for the end of the Lawwas toknow 
be, and obey Chriſt; ſo thatall their' Sazrifies 
tended to his inſirufiom: They wereasa kind 
of bond,” or envagement by wvhich the new Law 


# 


8 "o* » £* O 
yvaSpromiſed ro them. 


So tharif they atdreffedthem underthar 
Porn, and attired vvith thele: circumſtances , 
they were queſtionlefs holy, anderateful inthe 
fightof God,” and in'this ſenfe the Law ob< 
liged all in general unto Sacrifice ; yer this 
hinders not, but our Peritioner prevented with 
extraordinary Graces, may be taught another 
method of Sacrifice, and truly- he 'infinuates as 
much'in his 39. Pſalm; where he owns to 
habe tecceived a command to performe the will 
of God; * and adds he had done it; and'this 
inplanting his Law, that is Sacifce in they 
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midſt off his Earth'; wherefore as to himſelf. 
he might ſay : Thou art not acliphted with Hole. 
cauſts, ©. 

I am not Ignorant there are many who 
lay the force of thu expreſſion upon the ſole ineffi. 
cacy of the Law, whole Sacrifices, and Sacraments 
did not Phy/cally and really conferr Grace, bur 
only after a moral way, preftigured and sha. 
dowed itforth; depending more upon the 
diſpoſition of him that offered, than on any 
innate vertue contained in themſelves; and upon 
this ground our Petitioner might alledge that 
burnt=offerings would not ſcrene his angry looks, 
ſince: they did- but diſcover the Ver not heal 
ir. | 

Yet the difficulty ſtill xemains, that how- 
ever inefficaciourthey were, they had no other 
remedies, ſo that they were duties, to which 
they were obliged, and the ſole expedient to 
relieve them in diſtreſs. 

Some were propitiatory todivert, and shel- 
rer; them from-rthe ſtorms of Gods vengeance, 
and this was a vidime for (in, others were in 
thankſgiving for bleſlings received, and 
for the continuation of them, and was 
{tiled-apacifick, oblation,, part of this Animal 
was burnt, the: reſt eaten by the Prieſts, and 


thoſe that offered the fame Sacrifice like- 
| wile 
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wiſc if not conſumed the ſame day, | but reſerved _ 
rill the next; was directed to the impetration 
of vew benefits; whence you may ſee , that” 
upon Every curn, and in all their Exigen> 
cies they wereneceſlitated to flyc unto the 
help-of Sacrifices , and how liberal 'and un- 
wearted they were in that devotion, ap- 
pears by a jult account, -( as Foſephus re- 
lates ) given into the Preſident of. Syria , 
who was deſirous to acquaint Iero by this 
with the greatneſs of their Common-wealth , 'it+ 
was there found, and exactly ſet down, 
that they did Sacrifice at every..one of 
their Solemn Sabbaths, -#wo hundred fifty [ix 
thouſand froe hundred Lambs : So that. you ſee 
their fervour was not- lack, and tepid in mat- 


*. 
. 


ter of Sacrifices, and though they were a Na- 
 tiomofall others moſt addicted toavarice : Yer 
in #42 they jumped not with the Opinion of So- 
cates, who judged things of the leaſt value moſt 
fit to be offered up to. the Gods, becauſe as 
they ſtand[not in need of our gifts, lo do they 
more value our affetion , then what 'we give; 
but. they -on. the contrary ', thought no- 
thing berttcr ſpent, than what was laid out in 
Sacrifices, a clear Evidence, that the, mains 
partof their Religion conliſted:in theſe external 


rules. ac | 
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'' Nay, they were fo bent uponthem, ag 
St. Chryſoftom by way of {1militude fayes, ag 
a Phy/itian to cut off all opportunity trom.hig 
Fevoriſh Patient, that hemight notruine him« 
ſelf by intemperate draughts of cold water, 
in-a kind of paſſion throwes away that liquor, 
and breaks the Veſſel in which it was brought, 
juſt ſo ( ſayes he ) Chriſt the origmal, and ac- 
complishment of allcheir Figures, appear. 
ingamongſt them, who came to make a per. 
fe cure, and freethem from all their diſkempers, 
ſaw he could not wean them from their babi- 
tual praiſes of the Law at that time, noton- 
ly unneceſſary, but even obnoxious to them, 
without proceeding like a reſolute Phy/ttratrby 
way of ſeverity: Wheretorewhereheſaw rea 
ſon, ſweetneſs , and' all the Wonders hechad 
wrought could effe&t nothingwith thoſe) 
obdurate , and unbelieving ſpirits, heiwas forced 
to a courſe adverſe to his meekneſs, and to the 
{ove he bare that choſen Nation, . deſigning 
the total ſubverſon of their Ciry, and placeof Sa 
crifice, and their utter diſperſion through the,balis 
table World, and this he forerold them all bath- 
ed in Tears, to shew his reſentment for what 
he needs muſt do,- there being no other ex- 
pedienr>todraw thein from that firange dotagron 
viclimes and immolation of Beals. VN 
{+ From theſe premiſes we may conclude 
that 


(393) 
that whilſt che Law was in' Lt: Vio0ur, Saerifites - 
as to the univerſality of. the; people, were 
the only rules tet down forthe-reparationof 
their failings, and till our Penitent had'apar« 
ticular Patent for his exemptibn, none was ever 
more magnificent in his exhibitions: jathis 
kind: Nay, he madeit the'Theam of his ex- 
hontations to others, that they 'should conſecrats 
their YVowes, and diſcharge by way of Sacrifice 
what they oveunto the Lord God. 
But when God was pleaſed to reach unto 
him, the fair draught of the myſtery of the in 
caraation; . wherein he read the Laves evacua- 
tion, the. darkneſs of its Figures, to break 
forth into the ſplendour:af a Gucifyed oblation, 
from:whence 'ariſcs a perfume ,- whoſe: odor 
would lay 'open Heavens Gates;,, that-to: this 
Law. of terrour. would: ſucceed one-of /ove,. and 
which like to its Prieſiboed was: to be. eternal; 
his' dgfres heightned: by theſc prophetick notions 
were-certainly. inflamed to a great pitch of 
charity, and ſtrengthened with a vigorous and 
lively Faith, . pushed Him on ro-vchement long- 
ings to become a Member of that Kingdom of 
pe then to flourishin-the Aearts of eAZen. 
n this maniner prepared: by internal. as of 
Yertue, of repentance for his miſdeeds, ſubmiſſion 
to-his will, patience under the weight of his 
Chafliſements, no wonder, it the Eye of Heaven 
Bbbbb pleaſed 
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pleaſed to behold'an Obje# ſo worthy of hig 
[pecial favour , should rake him out of they 
Common track of the Moſaick way, and cons 
dud him by the Beams of an Evangelical hight; 
Sorhat ſupported with Grace by a firm hope in 
the merits of the eAdeſias to come, he might” 
now (void of any blame) asto himdclt ſay, thouan 
not deliebted with Holocauſts, ©&c. 


The Applicati ON. | 


-- This Clauſe ſeems bur a confirmation of the 
precedent Verſe, wherein our Holy Penitent.doth 
ſpecify inthe Example of a olocanſt, how lits 
tle valuable ouraftons are, if they be not. cir« 
cumſtanced withthe approvation of Heaven': For 
amoneſtall the Religiow ordinationr of the Fewr, 
there was none thatexpreſled their entire fub- 
miſſion, and dependamce upon God, like to that 
of a Hoſocanſt; and yet our Holy Petitioner de- 
clares, God ts not deliphtedwith it ; that 1s, if per- 
- formed inhisperſon, whom he had inſtru» 
aed in the oblations of a more perfet Sacrifice, -nat 
ſo groſs and carnal as that of Beaſts ; bur which 
hath areſemblance with what the eAapels and viej- 
fed do- inceſſantly offer up from their famng 
Breſis. \'Letus then in imitation aſcend from 
verine to venue, 'and proportionably ro they 
L. L © 4 COM 
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communication of hisGraces, aſpireto a hfe more * 
perfect, remembring we are to improve; our 
ſtock according tothe Synwe have to nego- 
tiate.- God grant then we may give 2'juſt 
account.  - vAmen. TRL 


'6Y [2 p, XXXVY. 


Sacrifiium Deo ſpiritus contribulatus, 


eM Sacrifice 0 God a troubled Spirit. 


Axe our Penitents Declaration, that God 
-£ X requircdnot athisHandsrthe externalright 
of Tacrifice, he comes now to ſpecify what” 
homapehe isto pay, faying 4 Sacrifice to God iz a 
troubled ſpirit. Now if you look upon they 
principles of ſpirimal IM afters, this oblation ſeems 
very oppolite to what they defſtgn ; for the 
main intent of all rhejr preſcriptions drive at 
this, as to make us jnſenſtble of any Earthly 
Objefs, which might turmoil the Spirit, and 
wo: hinder a quiet repoſe 11 the Soul , with- 
out which no fit can bereapedin contemplation. 
Nay, indeed its neceſſary in order to the, 
meritorious performance of any good work ; this 
appears in eAaron,- who reprehended by 

eNoſes, 
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eMoſes , that upon. the lols of his Beloved 
Daughter, he forbare to cat of the Sacrifice, 
wa this anſwer, how can / pleaſe God by eating, 
or any other ( eremony , whileſt I poſſeſs a ſad and 
troubleds ſind, Butyou muſt know there ig 
a two-fold ſorrow , one that ſprings from God, 
the other from the Yorld, this gives /ife, that 
Death: St. Hierom calls a Soul crushed with au. 
ſterity and faſting, a Saoifce, ſo that by this 
oblation of a troubled ſpirit, our Penitent means 
the combat of a vertuouz eAZan, in ſubduing his 
paſſions, and this St. Gregory terms a continual mar. 
tyrdom, in which is daily offered up a {wing 
vitime, Holy, pure, andacceptable to God, 
by which a Man may he reſembled to one that” 
flying his Enemykills þimſelf. | 

In Levitios 12. Acommand 1s laid upon 
the Fews, that they should celebrate with 
grcat ſolemnity the Feaft of expiation, and the 
manner how 1irwas to be done 1s {ect down, 
that they /hould aff their Souls : Now this ſeems 
very. incongruous to the nature of a Feaſt, but” 
ſince our felicity conſiſts in ſuffering here, we 
muſt be merry to ſec our ſelves piow/ly ſad; green 
wood caſt on theFire both weeps, and burns, 
our breaſ{ may belad inonepart, and cheerful 
in the other. The Prophet Baruc ſayes, the 
Soul. that bewails her Sins gives Glory unto 
God, for as there isnothing more ſad than- 
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fn, ſo doubtleſs nothing more delightful as - 
wotthily to deplore it: Wherefore this rmou- 
bled ſpirit imports not a tortured conſaence but a 
Lancet in the Hand of a dexterow Artiſt, who 
making a paſſage for corruption, the ſooner cures 
the wound; lo likewiſe groans,, tears, wringings 
| of Hands, outcryes, and ſuch like Teſtimonies 
of adifturbed Mind, are the ſeveral compoſiti- 
ons of a Sacrifice plealing to God, e# Sacri. 
freroGod us atroubled ſpirit. | —_ 
_ Sr. eAuſtinſayes, eMan comes into the World. 
prapt up in ſuch a Cloud of [gnorance tn order -to truth, 
bd repleniſhed with ſucha ſwarm of deſires, that were 
he.eft to hu own inclination, there #4 .no evil he would 
zot commit. 'T his is evident in the Comportment. 
of Men before Cities were built, and pollicy 
of Laws cſtablished; which reſtrain the impe- 
woſity of their paſſions, . for it is ſtoried,. they 
killed, and devoured one another , fallifying 
all equity, and juftice;! So that to deſerve the 
name bf «Man, we ought to bridle, and check 
the inſolency of our ſenſual appetites, but to be- 
come. a Sacripce pleaſing to God under. the 
Character of azroubled ſpirit, not only the Body 
muſt be macerated, - and brought under, but the_ 
irt likewiſe muſt beer//aved, and captivatedto 
the Faith of Chriſt. _ FO Be _ 
.''!In the compoſition of this $«cjfice, I find 
ſpiritual direorsare divided, ſome think the 
Ccccc moſt 
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moſt paperful ingredient is to chaltiſe the Bogy; 
waſte" it Wirth abſtinence:,' and bair<doths ,:and 
ſpend it-with labour; by which harſh uſage;.it 
is weakued, and the Soul gets the: Maftery todd 
whar she pleafes, as'with am Enemy overs 


come; dilarmed; andat'our Feet : . Thi Opys 


non hath -given birth roſo many auſterutzes iny 
feverilofders;-roſo many Crucfying inventions, 
tharthe Soul might become more powerful.by 
extenuating the Body, and fo render it leſs rebeks 
od to the decrees of reaſon: This way hath the 
approbation of Sr. Paul, who in his:Fifer 
Chapter to the'Galathians ſayes; - that theſe. why 
are ſervants to Cbriſt ; have crucifyed their flefb: ich 
their vices, and contupiſcencies. Others again ſay, 
it is not:cnough t&quel, and-retorm Your 
fiivit by the Bop; Gut-rhat your Body 1s dikds 
wiſe'/tobe reduced to order by the Mind, « bes 
cauſtih the commiſſion of far, . the Badg.is niot als 
dur; and deſerves not to;bt 


hatalſed W1 thi ndeflrokes like an fffe': where- 


fore yew udpe'it more'expedientthat the gi 
periby pstion © Mar, tow:t, hisreaſo:should 


interp6le; and taking fnro condiderariat) 
what i5j1tjudicione Or conducing to Satyarron, frame 
efolironticcordingly boch ro.awid fach' Jia 
as Are pernicious, and embrace {uclu as :are'to bet 
Hiereſt: Andi this beput-in Zxecutzon witha 
wriue Hervick iceHll infallibly oblige che fenjn 
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tr potcoquitherparſaits, and follsewthes - 
diftamens of the Soul : For example, {uppoſe'] 
amtranfpatted'with a paſimyof 'HngerFor ſome 
diſprace thrown upon me, myPart 15'tb reproach 
kei with the'#7 anity of Bin o convered 
inthe vWiflis affairs oÞ the World, to char'dec 
greeasto forfeit my quiet which is'more pes 


- 
Pl 


thedeaf) andidwmb; and by char p | 
pordment, 'averiding' conteſts; he Sacrificed 
"2M his 


(880) 
his troubled ſpirit to his Crea 
(Jod, Ec. - | <5 5B 

St. As No9fen deſcants upon God's 
proceeding with the /ſrachtes in commanding 
them to ſetup abrazen Serpent, at'the ſight of 
which'thoſe that should be bit with thoſe, 
venemous Beaſts, might immediately find their 
cre, and why.Cſayeshe) did not God take 
a Shorter cut by deſtroying all thoſe Serpents, 
which had given an endto that Plapue he had 
ſent ariongſ{tthemn ; at laſt, he ſatisfies. him- 
ſelf with this reaſon, that whilſt the Hebrews 
beheld that Soveraign Medicamen, in caſting 
up their Eyes to Heaven, they might have oc< 
caſion to conſider from whence they recei- 
ved: their deliverance, which otherwiſe: that 
groſs. ungrateful people would ſoon have 
forgot : So that- to draw them: to pay what 
they opyto his goodneſs, he was faign to /engih» 
en outtheir affidions. | 2 git}; 

+ Fob likewiſe whilſt he was.ſcraping{his 
Soarerapon the Dunghill; ſaid, Lord when [was in 
proſperity { heard thee, but now inpny afflition [ ſee thee: 
Which shews nothing gives a more intimate 
kaowledge of God; thantg be ſurrounded with 
triby/atton , . the Soul in fray 'growes proud 
deaf;,: and careleſs ; ſo that She muſt ſmare. ins 
theſcnſei tobe made ſen/ble : With how many 
charting. Courtſhips doth the [cſpoule in the Can- 
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| tices woehis Darling to open the door, but 
all in vain, she is not to be wrought upon, 
but inter anguſtias, when afflited, and *m miſery : 
Fonas in the Whales Belly, the Prodigal in the 
Pig-ſly, the Sick in his Feaver, thinks and 
calls upon God, but when in ſports, and pa- 
fimes ſailing in a Sea of plenty and delights, all 
_ ourſenſesareshut up, andno paſſage open.Þ 
to his merciful call. | 3 ay 
But to be pinched in the laſt of any wm- 
poral mufortune, as itawakens a Soul to ſtretch 
out for ſuccour, ſo doth itno leſs bow God's 
powerful eArm towards us : This he declares 
roe Moſes out of abuſh, which he made the_ 
Throne of his Glory, to shew that the af/lifion © 
of his people made him run after that Prophet , 
and retrive him in the Thickeſt part of thedeſare, 
and from thence commiſſion him in order to 
their deliverance : St. Gregory ſayes, thar 
God appeared to Fob in a Yhirl-wind, becauſe 
having hurried him into a boiſterous florm of af- 
fifions, he would himſelt enjoy no calmer 
Weather, bur ler him know he was there to 
ſecure him. Of Foſephitis ſaid he went down 
with him into the Pit, nor left him in his 
Bonds, and Efay 12. ſpeaking in the per- 
ſon of God, ſayes, my people i gone down into 
Eyypt: eAſſur bath afflited them withog cauſe, and 
now what do I here ? «My people captive, and Þ'at 
Ddddd liberty 


C382) ® 
liberty, VV hat do I here? ey people trod under 
Foot , and [ enjoy the ſmoak of Incenſe , and Sacri. © 
fice, what do I here? No, no, there is no Sacris 
- fce acceptable to God, like to a troubled ſpirt, 
and this our Holy Penitent had wrought out” 
even to perfection : For he declares how 
all his Bones were in diſorder, his Loyns filled 
with i/lufons and ſpettres, at the ghaſtly memo- 
ry of his Sins; his groans were like the roar- 
inos of a Lyon, and the burthen of his Folly fo 
weighty, as it bowed him even to they 
ground; if his Flehappeared before the Face 
of God's anzer, it diſſolved into corruption , 
and had not one ſound part, if before the 
frightful aſpect of his tranſgreſfion it gaveatrem: 
bling, and diſquiet to all his Bones ; the night hey 
ſpent in bathing his Couch with Tears, and in the 
day he confeſled that the hand of God was heavy upon 
him; to thatitever the Sacrifice of a troubled ſpirit, 
that is,of a perſon diſcompoled by thereſent- 
ment of his ingratitude was oftercd up to God, 
it was certainly in our Holy Penitens, who 
amidſt all his affiitions had this comfort; «4 
Sacrifice to God ts atroubled ſpirit. 

Spiritual directors lay down as the ground 
work of a life of Sanftity, an interiour abnegation of 
our ſelves, by which we g1ve a repalſe to our 
{clves: For when once we come to devell 


our {elves of love, then the terrours of mortifica- 
HONS, 
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tions, torments, and adverſity will find no effet, _ 


then generous, and Heroick Acts will be, 
the productions of ſucha Soul; for ſolid ver- 
tue, like a Roſe amidſt Thornes {eldome ſprings 
forth but in the. ſoy/ of croſſes, auſterities, and 
repentance. Thoſe thar are fſeiſed with this 
holy averfon againſt themſelves, mind not the 
hardſhips they are to wade through in making 
o00d their fidelity to God, they throw them+ 
ſelves upon the points of Halberts, and other 
inſtruments of ſeverity; without the leaſt 
whining or flinching at their ſharpneſs: they take 
in as 1t were with the ſame relish the Gall of 
mufortunes, and deſolations, and the Hony of pro- 


ſperities and comforts : No ſtormy ſeaſon hinders. 


their Fourney, and that which ai/turbs ſoft and 


effeminate Spirits 15 to them matter of joy, and 


repoſe ; becauſe they poſſeſs what they deſire, to 
wit, affliftion; {o that all things which paſs 
under the name of eAdver/ity, arenot ſo, bur 
to the wicked who make ill uſe of them in- 
prizing the Creatwe, more than the Creatour : 
Hence it 1s that the peneral ſpirit of Saints have 
carricd them on to be ambitious of ſuffering, and 
torcckon it amongſt one of the choice favours 
of Heaven, tor they had learnt by experience, 
that if God with one Hand reaches unto 


them the {pof his paſion, 1tis but by ſnatches 
| | and 


_ 
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and as it were a ſup, whillt with the other he 
oives them large draughts of conſolation. g 

[It isnored in the ſacred Text, thatGod 
laid open the perſon of Fobroall the aſſaults 
of Satan, but with thi reſerve, that he touch 
not upon hislife; and this not in regard that 
death would have ecclipſed che glory of that 
oreat Champion, but becauſe he would not be 
deprived of ſucha ( ombatant to whole con 
flict be, and hu bleſſede Angels were intent with 
much {atisfaction, and ſo would not loſes 
the pleaſure of ſeeing this ſtout kimiſh, fought 
out to the laſt *rwixt him, and his Enemy. And 
as the Heathen Emperours took great delight to 
ſee a ( briſtian enter into the /iff with a wild 
Beaſt, (o the King of Heaven 1s folaced with 
the fight of one of his Saints, when he 
maintains a #72ht againſt thoſe fierce Beaſts of 
Hell. | 

Seneca out of the principles of humane wiſdom, 
drew this excellent ſaying, that no object was 
more worthy in the Eyes of the gods, thanto behold a [tout 
eMan with a ſettled coumtenance unmoved to ſtruggle 
with adverſe Fortune: and truly the delay our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour made, in ſending ſucconr to his Di/- 
ciples endangered by a flomat Sea, ſufficient- 
ly hints unto us, rhe pleaſure God takes to ſee 


the Fuſt row againſt the flream, tugg and wreſtle 
with 
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with all the might they can againſtrhe flream, - 
and afflictions of this World. | 

Thus you ſee how happy our Holy Peri- 
tem harh ajuſted/ his Saojfce to the lines 'of 
God's'will, and that: henever fſpake more, 
emphatically than when heſaid, 4 Sacrifice to 
Gul: 1-atroubled ſpirit. — 

St. Bunaventureſayes, that honor is due toGod 
in fotir ſeveral reſpetts, and in like manner we ought in 
a5 many wayes render it unto him: Firſt, in conſidera 
tion of many bleſſings, and thu u tobe returned by our 9r4- 
titude, and as of thanksgrving: Next, we owe bim 
honor inthat he hath laid bis commands uponus, and this 
we perform by our obedience, and ſubmiſſiento his Laws: 
Thirdly, hi greatneſs and. ſovereigmty exatt it at our: 
hands, and thus is paid by the vertue of Latria, and ads-= 
ratiou-: "Laſtly, -honor is due unto bimin that be hath 
been offended , aud injuriouſly treated by fin : Now 
the honor due tohim in this point is reſtored 
by Penitential aits, and by a troubled ſpirit. | 

Becauſe, inregard of his diþleaſure, and 
ro make reparation for the contempts thrown up- 
on his Majeſty, he is ready to hunble himſelf, 
and apply all his endeavour to works of piety, 
ſo far as even to affiict himſelf, that he might” 
honor the Divine Juſtice, which requires 
that /nshould never go unpunſhed, - 


Wherefore God is delighted in theſe- 


painful ſatisfaffory acquittances , which we often 
FEecec Oi 
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give him written'in our ſweat, and blood: And 
Jeſus Chriſt makes of thema preſent to his Fa. 
ther with his own, from whence the value of our; 
is derived; andtherethey find acceptance, not 
upon thoicore of any conentinent it 15 to God 
that wearetormented either in'Sou/ or Body, | but 
meerly in that by them his Fuftice is honoredand 
exaled; and the Palms of our viftory more reſplen- 
dent. ' 

Fhis anxiety of ſpirit ſupported with a pe 
tient refronation, and (trengthened with a fervent 
prayer, purchaſed to rhediſtreſſed eAms, and F 
co the Fewiſh Nation, that great Prophet Sa- 
muel. This ſame diſturbance of Spirit, carried 
on by a generous ſubmiſſive reſolution againſt all the 
Machinations of Saul, put into the Hands of 
our Penitentthe Scepter of Fuda; ina word, it 
ſeems to be a prindaple'(ctled in Heaven, that” 
without this Sacrifice of a troubled ſpirit, be will not part 
with his bleſſings. 

It may be objected that God knowes the- 
Hearts of Men, and what they will do, and 
therefore he need not this external Teſtimony : 
Next, that Chriſt's merits being of an infrue 
value , ours appear altogether ſuperfluous , to 
which 1 anſwer: Firſt, that his external glory 
conſiſting in the vifible bomapger payd to him 
by his Creatures, this would be wantingshould 


he give them no occaſion to make 1t mani- 
feſt, 
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feſt,” and shew unto the World, hehath de- - 

pendatitswho value io ſuffernig in proportis 

on'tothe duty they owe him Befides'the \fad 
i;faftiom we'shall take. in Heaven-to haves 
done ſomething to merit our Beatitude, will 
certainly be a great addition to our Content- 
ment. 

As to the other, though I confeſs the merits 
of Chriſt 'all ſufficient, yet this will not excuſe 
us from offcting what' we can' in ſatisfa#iom, 
for the Honor and plory of all our actions bes 
totig to: God; now it being an At of injuſtice 
ro defraud any one of hisrevenue, noleſs isit 

againſt equity to deprive God of the-glory due 
unto him: Wherefore a lifethat contributes 
not to his plory is perverſe and wicked: ' Again, 
he'that owns a Tree, hath likewiſe right to 
the fruit it bears, if the Land be mine, the, 
Crop alſo isat my diſpoſal; the /abour and ſer- 
vice of a Horſe is due to his e Maſter: In like 
mannerall that we are, all the good we wo, 
or ſhall do, is the work of God, and a preſent 
with which he enriches us, that we might bez 
able to give ſomerhing to him: Wherefore as 
all is his, our duty binds us to conlecrate all 
our interiour, and exterior ations to promote his 
bonorand glory : And iince it is reaſonable jp 
Should be punyhed, our Holy Penitent ſubmirs 
to the decree; expoſes himſelf ro be wracked 
and 
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and tortured by c har; Peioes: the. Diving. 

Majcfysball i think goedgith crime Mi by: 
Body! nf, can he, ENET- XSpLRC- Why LE: he-re- 
feces Tha Santi tron rad hpi. 
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_ AFC taught, \there\ i5.no Sarrife 
COnVeyes ail odour fO plealing wnzo Heayen, 
 asthat gf;aSoulangulliated upon theſcore of 
God's cauſe.::; The: oblation, of a: Holocauſt .im- 
ports thie reduction of it to «Aſhes, that.of a trou- 
bled ſpirit,1$,a tranſmutation into the Holy Ghoſt 

who-pramiſcs to be the imelle#;; to = they 
Tongue 3 nay..allynto. him, that ſuffers, for his 
name: . It-is a Sacrifice of what is molt dear: un» 
to us, thatis the Friendſhip of Mcn,;;For Chriſt 
forcto)Jd-is Servants | a they, $hould be bated 
of thewhole World, ſo that by this immalay 
tion weforteit what 15 natural, and of all things 
molt delightful tous. But whillt we areinths 
conſuming task, we muſt remember that thg 
Hubandman expects not the jruit, of his labours. 
until che ſeed he caſts into the ground bey 

corrupted , and thence a. plentiful »- 
{ſpring forth : So-we muſt continue periſhing 
co the laſt, that ſo we may rite. under a ne 


form, never more to be crushed by.the Flail, os 
Mill 


of 
% 
% 


+ £4 47* 
y -- 
4 Di 
4s 
by 
Ia 
T " 


FS 4 FT —=y | 3h \ TP ie#1 ft. < . "*. 1 \ tie = R 
. ' 
of - 
k ” _ 
% 


MH of orinding perſectors, bur to flourish itt - 
eternal quiet, ast hc juft recompence © f a troubled '[pirit, 


eAmen, 
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* (or contritum Cf humiliatum Deus non aeſpicies, 
| eA contrite and humble Heart O God thou 
wilt not deſpiſe. 


CE (hryſoftomſayes, no fond Lover dotes ſo much 
upon his «Miſtreſs , as God doth on a Soul-truly 
Penitent- and'then making an Apoſtrophe> 
unto Tears, hecryes, Obappy/treams, all prin= 
cipalities and powers ſtrike Fail to you : The countenance 
of a Fudge affrights you not, your accuſing adverſaries 
are ſtruck dumb, before you : [t ts you alone that finds 
admittance, and are entertained by your Sovereign, you 
only can overcome the invincible, and tye up the Omnipo= 
tent. | | 

When I read thele words of this great* 
Saint upon the efficacy of 7ears, Iain ſtartled 
at the Pads Character our Petitioner gives 
in this clauſe: Acontrite heart ( ſayes he )O God 
thou wilt not deſpiſe : An. expreſſion which falls 


muchshort of a Lovers paſſion; forto haves 
Ffrfft no 
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no other return of a preſent, than barely no 
to have it rejefted, argues the gift very little, 
prized by the receiver, andis in thenextdoor 
ro acontempt. Bur yet the addition our Peni- 
tent makes of humble, ſpeaks very much and 
helps out the ſenrence: Foritimports, that 
humility teaches Þim the excellency of God, and 
at the ſame time his ownnething; ſothat not to 
find arepulle inthe exhibition of any homage 
rendered to a Being infinitely perfect, is ar 
endearing beyond what a poor Creature could any 
wayes 1n Juftice expect ; and therefore in 
theſe lowly thoushts it ſeems to him he ſets out” 
God's mercy in ſaying; A contrite and bumble heart 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Wherefore it 15evident our Petitioner re- 
lyes upon ſure principles, and ſpeaks he is well 
read in Divinity; for it ſatufaftory and penal works 
be a Sacrifice pleaſing to God ( as is demon- 
firated in the precedent clauſe) much mor 
a contrite heart muſt needs be highly accepta- 
ble, which is a total deſiruftion of all loveto jim, 
a deteſiation and di/like againſt it ; which in- 
volves apaſsion of ſorrow conſequent to this ha- 
tred, and a firm purpole toavoidall future re- 
lapſes. 
But the motive of this ſorrow muſt be in that 
we have ofkended thee Majefty of God, who 


merits all love, honor, and obedience from us; 
and 
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and therefore meerly inthat /is difpleaſing * 
tohim, ' we aretoretract and abominarte our 
 paſtmiſdeeds. l 
- -. Our Holy Penitent, the more effeQually 
to create within him this lively compunition , 
conſiders that by {in we deny unto God the 
juſt tribwe of obedience, as if in a manner we, 
would wreſt his Scepter from his Hand, and in 
ſequel reduce him to zothing ; for God cannor 
be God, norſubſiſt, withouta ſoveraign Empire 
overall things, 1t being an attribute immedi- 
ately reſulting from his Divine and Infinite 
Majeſty. 
ext, he weighs how God hates jin even 
| to death; witnel(s his Commandements impoſed 
under ſuch heavy penalties on the tranſoreſſors, 
The rebelliour eAngels, our firit parenteAdam, 
the univerſal Deluge , conflagration of So- 
dom, &c. arc frightful examples. After he 
had run over all theſe punjhments, it-was eaſy 
for him to judge of {in's horrour, and how 
much it is abominated by God; nay he yer 
ſtooped lower, and beheld many eternally 
doomed to the flames of bell, and this perhaps 
but for one only mortal {n. | 

After theſe dreadful prefidents he procceds 
further, and in his prophetick wew contem- 
plates the-Son of God inxocent , undefiled, and 


{et at a great diſtance from any /m, to pals 
through 
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through the higheſt rigaurs of Fuſlice, and 
this mcerly becauſe he had taken-upon him 
our iniquities. Hence he concludes, if thee, 
ternal Father be 1{o ſevere to the dear product. 
on of himſelf in-chaſtifing the prevaricatj, ' 
ons of another, he will certainly redouble 
his /riperon Man for his own proper defaults: 
Conformably to this meditation St. eAuſlin 
fiycs, 1f a Redeemer be ſo roughly handled upon the 
ſcore of anothers tranſoreſon, what may a finer expe 
inrevenoc of his own miſcarriage. 

Laſtly, our Penitem layes down how by 
ſm we aredeclared Enemies to God, enſlaved 
ro Satan, odious in the fight of Angels, and 
doomed to ſuffer in Hell without end ; which 
infnicely exceeds all the diſaſters of this life. 
Beſides, weloſe the grace and /oveof God, a 
treaſure above all other imaginable, and whoſe 
forfeiture we ought more to deplore, than all 
other mfortunes joyned together ,; Where: 
fore one mortal fan 15 more to-be lamented, than 
all the diſsraces and hardſhips which poſlibly 
may betall'us1n this World. 

Our Petitioner having by theſe remonſ{lran- 
cesalarm'd all the faculties of his Soul, and ſo 
diſpoſed themfor ation, juſt like Souldiers com- 
manded ro Ams; he then inſtructs them Þ 
how to redeem all their dzwmages they have 


{uſtained by jm. 
Firft, 
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| Firſt; they muſt abhorr their paſt miſdeeds , © 
that's, have ſuch anraverſionas heartily tg 
wish they had never been committed;- and: 
fince the birth and eſſencs of fin ſprings; fram_ 
che will, 'it muſt be ruined;by: the ſame power; 
retracting, diſowning,:.and-as much as in 
us lycs, breaking the forceof fin,in becoming} 
anvoluntary. >: 3:Ihe1 21, 
This done, he reads unto them the effi 
cacy of contrition;, by which our Souls are ſaniti- 
fed, and all the ( haratters of jin defaced : Sg 
that from (hildren of perdition, in;an inſtant 
we are declared beirs to eternal. felicity ; the, 
reaſon of this is, that cntrition comprizes a love 
of Godaboveall things, and the natureofcha= 
rity is to-Mmakean abſolute deſtrufion of all-wrcee, 
which other vertues do not, as having a repug= 
nance only to the oppoſite ſons : $0: that there 
is no medium 'twixt charity and fn; Man: hath 
the oueor theother, bur cannotenjoy them... - 
both together. This is confirmed by: the 
Prophet Zzechie! Chap: 53. The: impiety of the 
impious ſhall not do him harnr, whenſoever he ſhall be 
converted: For love, {aith St: Gregary, # nothing elſe 
but a flame, and fin may becomparedtoruſt: Sothar 
when Chriſt ſaid, «Many fons are forgiven her, 
becauſe ſhe loved much; 1t umports her Soul en-, 
kindled with a fire of divine. love, had worn a 


way all theruft of her firs. = 
Ggg Bur 
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\ But whatnced welcek forauthoritics ts. 
ſtrengthen this Doctrine, when our Penztens 
had this happy Trurh wrought in himſelf; 
for no ſooner ihe. had«cryed peccavi, and re- 
pentedwhart he-had done, when the Prophet 
Nathan published his deliverance, and that 
his fin'was taken from him, 1{o that he had 
allreaſon toaflert ; a contrite and humble. heart 
God thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

St: eAmbroſe layes, that pennance is as ne- 
ceſlary to a /mner, as any Balſom, or eMedica« 
ment Can be to a dangerow wound: For where» 
parts by any hurt are diſunited,and by ſeparation 
break off a neceſſary communication with the blood, 
or vital ſpirits , nature. cannot of herſelf repair 
thoſcbreaches, without the ſupply of reme- 
dies ordained in ſuch extremities ; So like- 
wiſc in any ſpiritual difkemper, which threatens 
the Souls ruine ; if the ſovereign medicine of con- 
trition (whoſe principal ingredient is gathe= 
red in Heaven ) be not applyed; she mult 
needs runahazzard of deſtruction: Where- 
fore ſince pennance 1s the ſole remedy of fin after 
Baptiſm, this great Doftor exhorts us to make 
it our Refuge; he bids us not to shrink at” 
the face Mrinns but on the contrary fill 
our Soul with bitterneſs, endure the florms of 
compunction, remember the heart # ts be con- 
trite, not crooked or broken, but shivered 
into 


(395) 
into pieces by difgraces, confulions, rears, 


ſighs, 'andadsof'humility;' and when you 


Shall be in theſe eApgonies UPON the 1ccounry 


of vertue; then may you joyn iſſue: with'our 
Holy Petitioner and fay ; acontrite and humble hears 


0 God thou wilt not deſpiſe. fort 44 
+ ButourPenitent addsthe particle of humble, 


to Shew'thar aheart complearly diſpoſed for 


God's favourable aſpe&t muſt have a ftroak 
of humility, becauſe this vertue ſpeaks obedi- 
ence, for Ecleſ.Chap. 10. ſfayes, as the beginning 
of Pride ts the Seed of e A poſlacy from God, fo Tamil 


w a redution to our duty. St. eAuſtin makes no \ 
diftinction genie! rin iſobedience,” nor 
e 


between humility and obedience, but takes them 
in a manner for the ſame thing: In his Fourth 


Book of the Ciry of God he declares, | /: s 


p00d to keep our hearts aloft, not towards our ſelves, for 
that is pride”, . but #into God which « obedience, and a'ver- 


tue not tobe found but in the bumble. Again on the: 
Eighth Chapter of en. our proper will can» 


not but ſink undera great weight of ruine, 
if it prove rebelhou to the will of-a ſuperiour 
power; this the Firff Mancontemning Gods 
command found too rrue, and by this he> 
learnt to diſtinguish between' good and evil, 
that is, between the good of ohedience, and the 
evilof difobedience ; So that we lee the tranſpreſi- 


oz of our firſt parent ſprung from a ſecret. 
Root 
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Root of diſobedience; for pufted up with prigdg 
he would behis own(Maſier4 and fcorntg be 
fubaxdinate- ta'the, Lawes of .God', this made 
htm ſeife on'the- fe orbigden fruits, and Dy, that a7 
of diſohediente.we arcall made puily. -inyco,, 1 
So that to repair our.wndgency and beging 
ne life, we muſltdelttpy the adwan,that is, pride 
andiſ/elf. love: And as&by thoſe unhappy.inftry- 
ments we-fell from our rghteouneſs, .it.1s by 
humility, and a love to God above all things 
wemult return to fuſtice; and if our Hearts 
be veſted with theſe: noble qualities, we, 
Shall alwayes havea ſtock ro fashion out 
to- our Creatour, : a\Sacrifice. that. will. not he des, 
Itis feigged bythe Pocts that the Son of the 
Earth wreſtling with Hercules, flifl as be touched the 
eround, he received a freſh vigour; juſt ſo the hum- 
ble minded sMan, whoeltcems himſelf to beo 
but an Imp of the Earth, the oft-ſpring of 
Duſt.and Ajhes,- in proportion as he bowes him 
ſelf :;in as of lowlineſs, he will be raiſed, 
and approach nearerto Heaven. St. eAuſtin 
{peaking of theCenturinus humility, who judg 
ed himfclf unworthy to receiveſuch a gueſt 
as Our Saviour under his roof, fayes; that by 
confeſiing himſelf unworthy , be rendered himſelf more 
worthy, for there ts no diſpoſatuon ſo fit for the reception of 
(God, at to acknowledge, and avow our own unworthineſs. 
| But 
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. Þutyou muſtknow there is a humility of the 
underflanding, another of the will; this gives 
us a true knowledge of our nothing that brings us 
readily ro ſubmit : Now to be humbled by the 
»ill, and force honour and greatneſs to ſtoop, 
this.1s HZeroick, and worthy a Prince, but to 
be brought down by adverſe fortune, this humility 
carries withitlittle of wonder, there being 
no great vertue for one that vs humbled to become 
humble. A 
This vere then, to render it meritorious , 
and accomplished inall points, . as ro make 
our Aeart a pleaſing Sacrifice to God , requires 
that we ſcriouſly confider our own faults 
and imperfeitions, the wants and neceſſities 1nCi- 
dent to humane Hature, and which cVery one” 
(how charming ſoever in the outſide they 
appcar )carry about them. This will ſufi- 
ciently evidence that inſtcad of praiſe and ve- 
neration, Wc ought toexpect nothing bur ſcorn 
and confuſjon from the ſenſe of our own defets, 
and conclude that honour and excellency belong 
not to us. Thus you ſce the wil is carried 
on by humility to decline all things which raiſep 
our Be or-appettte above our deſerts. 

It is proper then to this vertue to check all ex- 
cefive attempts in Man , after the purchaſe of 
greatneſs and Eanthly advantages : Nor is it not- 
withſtanding oppolite ro Dope as 4 T heological 

Hhhhh vertue, 
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vertue, Nor unto magnanimity as a Chriſtian vertue : 

For theſe ſtirr up to the purſuit of what is 
great in order to God, and humility obſtructs 
notthy, waving only that greatneſs which ſides 
with the inordinate intereſts of the Yorld. 
St. Thomas ſayes, T here 1snone but may believe, and 
declare himſelf without a falſhood tobe the moſt wile Crea- 
ture in the World, according to the hidden defetts he 
knowes in hiniſelf, and the gifts of God unknown to him 
which are or may bein hiz Neighbour. 1n fine, Chriſt 
our Lord declared ittobethe ſoledew leading 
to Heaven; itis the firſ# and laſt flep to bliſs: 
Forin thu life where all is ſformand tempeſt, tor- 
ment , war , and temptation; where nothing is 
{ccure and certain, humility alone amidſt theſe 
perils and dangers like ſo many rocks, and ſhelves, 
can bringuslate oft, and conduct us tothe 
Haven of bappineſs. Elias in that furious whirl- 
wind, terrible Earthquake, and diſmal Fire, 
wrapt himſclt uplikea bottomof Yarn, and lay 
cloſe to the Earth. Fob in that general de- 


ſtructionot all his goods, rent his garments, 


Shaved his Head, fell flat to the ground, 
and i laid, Naked / came into the 
VVorld, and naked I ſhall return : The Lord hath 
gfven, the Lord bath taken away, bleſſed be bis name: 
The tempeſt afterwards encrealing upon 
him, as boiles, botches, leproſy, worms, and a wife, 
he fled to a Dunehriil with a picce of potsheard 


IN 
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in his Hand, making choice of the humbleſt - 
and ſafeſt place. Our Holy Penitent like- 
wiſe inthart his perſecution by Saul, cryed 
out, / was P's | and he delivered me: So that 
he ſpake norar random, but had experience, 
how acceptableunto God 1s acontrite and hum- 
_ bleheart. 

The Scripture attributes two ACames un- 
to(brift; the one Eſpouſe, theother Lord; - in 
the one he shews his /ove, in the other the fear 
which is duc unto him} 1n the one the ſecurity 
with which we may come unto him, and 
offer our petitions ; in the other, the reſpe# 
and reverence we Owe to fo great a Majeity: 
As ourEſpoyſe he hath contracted with us a hoty + 
alliance by grace, which we have: forfeited through 
Our injidelity; and therefore to redeem this adul- 
terate ation, nothing but a pure aft of ſorrow ariſing 
from the {ourceof Charity will ſuffice to a recon- 
citation. Oe 
But as heis our Lord, we ought( were it” 
poſſible ) to diſſolve into nothing before him, 
in acknowledgement of out gwiltine/s, and 
ſatufaftion to his offended greatneſs : So that this 
Sacrifice of a contrite and humble heart {cems to be 
appropriated to theſe titles of Eſpoyſe ,. and 
Lord aſcribed in ſacred writ unto him : For 
love rooted in repentance is the moſt proper compen- 


ſation for an injured and abyſed lover, and fear - 
joyned 


» a, 4 R L 
Rh, 


(400) | 
1oyncd with humility is the beſt allay to an irritated. 
Sovereign. | 
Sr. Gregory faycs a repenting ſmner, for the 
moit part” beginning his converſtou, 1s ſeiſed 
with a terrcur and fear, which the memory 
of histreaſondoth work within him ; thu makes 
him fora time conſume 1n the fad apprehenſion 
of deſerved puniſhment for his oimes; and whilſt 
he remains #2 this plight he hceholds God under 
the notion of a ſevere Fudge; but by degrees 
the bitterneſs of theſe terrours wearing off b 
ſomc glimmering hopes of pardon obtained, he nifl | 
continues his penitential atts, yet with this diſ+ 
parity ; that whercasathirit he wep: leſt he ſhould 
be brought to Execution, now cnflamed with 
a love «f ſpiritual. dehiphts, he melts away in Tears, 
lamenting that he is withheld trom his fe/icity; 
So that /ove and fear are ill the materials of thus 
Sacrifice which God will not reject. 

this ſame Dottor obſerves the ſeveral agi> 
ztatzovs of a Soul in this oblation of /ove and 
fear : Firſt, she calls to mind in the g/aſs of 
her fins where she was; to wit, on the brink 
of Hell: Next, weighing and affrighted at” 
che eAbyſs of God's judements, confiders where 
she may be; then caſting her Ee upon they 
miſeries of this preſent life ſadly refle&ts where she 
is: Laſtly, she contemplates the joyes of eter- 
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my, and filled with obs, \and grdtms, laments 
che 15 nat there. 0 

Thus you ſce how a Soul 1s diſtracted, 
that hath ever taſted the bitterneſs of in: Ifshe 
look back shc is affrighted ar the ghaſily fight 
of her miſdeeds, and hath only thy comfort which 
God declarcd to Ezechins/upon his repentance, 
chat he. hud'thrown all hits fins behind bim, ne- 
vertotakea furcher viewof them. If shey 
look upon what may befall her, the-judge- 
mentrof God arenunfathomedesAbyſſes into which 
she cannot: dive; andihe. /olebackler $he, hath 
to rely on, thathetwill notxejet anhumble and con- 
trite heart. If she'fixher Eye upon the preſent 
flaeof things, she behoJds hetfelt furround- 
ed with dangers from abroad, and her own, 
frailties athome, againl(t which her only fence 
is humility and re/eonation to his blefled will. IF 
She raiſe her thoughts tothe end far which she 
ts-created, she can. but languish after it; - and 
frame ardent defazes for the poſſeſſion. In theſe 
diſtreflesour Holy Pemtert marches between 
love and fear, hislve cimented with fear keeps 
him from kg into deſpair; and his uni 
lay, tortifyed with a trie-ſorrow reſolves him 
to! a” fulure conflant. obedience to; Gad's Lawes, 
Thus armed , thus guarded;with a trains 
of hope and confidence ,.: truſting mm God , and 


alwaycs diſtruſtful gf vinyelf, he concludes; 
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A contrite and humble bears (0) God thou wilt not des 
ſpiſe. = | 


The Application. 


We are here inſtructed how to prevent® 
any repulſe in our addreſſes to Heaven , for a 
heart qualifyed with byeand bumility, God will 
not reject; this is declared inthe perſon of 
St.. «Mary eMagdalen that her love had pur- 
chaſed a compleat abolition of all her - iniquities, 
and Chriſt hath engaged that he who faith 
himſelf ſhall be exalted. St. Thomas ſays , as 
there is no attribute wherein God more glories 
than in his mercy, ſoaboveall, he moſt de/iphts 
in thehumble, it being averiue which renders 
Men (till capable of his favours; and upon they 
ſame ſcore he hates the proud, becauſe they 
have not recourſe to his mercy, as believing they 
want it not. Let usthen (tick cloſe to our Pe- 
nitens doctrine, and fſcek no other way to 
be preat, than what was practiſcd by our re- 
deemer; he Ktooped cven to the death of they 
(roſs, and ſoentered into his glory ;  welike- 
wiſe muſt either take up our own Croſs, orelſc 
with /ove and humility bear that which God shall 
pleaſe to lay upon 'our ſhoulders, and if wey 
thus ſuſtain our /oad, we need not feat that 
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ſcornfwl World, 1 know younot; but on the con- © 
crary, a happy invitation, ( ome yee bleſzed intothe 
Kingdom prepared as a recompence of your contrition 


and humility from the Worlds beginning. 
eAmen. 


CHaaePr. XXXVILI 


Benigne fac Domine in bona voluntate tua Sion, 
Deal Rorll O Lordin thy good will with Sion. 
T= order of Charity preſcribes that'in the 
firſtplace we love God, next, our ſefves, 
and then our Neighbour: As to God, heis the 
primary, and chief objeft which gives motion unto 
( harity; becauſe a goodneſs infinite (which is the 
ground-work of our love ) is found eſſentially and - 
moſt perfeQly m him., He being then they 
ſoverezgn good of all things, there 1s no goodneſs 
in Creatures which is not derived from him as 
the ſource, and without whom-they could not” 
one moment ſubſiſt. Inſomuch as God is 
to mea greater good thanIamito my felt : 
For though God be a thing diſtinft from me," yer 
he is the good onwhomboth my ſelf, and all o- - 


thers depend; wherefore [ought abſolutely 
ro 
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to wish and chooſe rather that God:should 
be, than thatmy ſe 8hould be'; becauſe iris 
better; -and more:\utable co the inclinations 
of nature: For e@Menjjs not carried by. any 
naturak-propenſion to love himſclt more than, 
God, ſuchan mmclmation were perverſe and Wick- 
ed; Nay, forbidden by the Law of nature, 
that a Beins created and imperfet $hould be pre- 
ferred before one infinite and increated :; God 
therefore whoſe productions are all good, 
nevergave unto Manſucha tendency: The 
conelifionthen 1s, that we.are carrycd on 
by-the:impulſe of natureito love God above all 
things, evenabove our ſelves, however this in- 
clination be Atrangely thwarted:by our paſſions, 
and the crrmption wrought 1n us by /n. 

; : After Ged.we are-to lover ſelves in our 
{(piritual wazxts;and necefiries, beyond all our 
Neighbours imTthe moſt ſtrict alliance either of 
bloadior friendship : - Becauſe the aim of Cha- 
rity[15:to unite; the Subject.at,,informs with 
God-3 :and -therefore-St.- Bernardin of Sienna 
ſayes ;:: Wheofeever defiles. himſelf; with j;n under the 
Cloak of Charity, thu Charity #inppious , for that can- 
not be Charity which deſtroyes our own { harity-within us, 
frnce! all Charity-tn dn begins athome, and in order 
to himſelf. I wibot) wwe 4 

Our Haly! Penient. had ftecred his, ation 
according torthe Reler-of Charity : Firſt, hes 
| had 
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had conſecrated his ove to God his ſovereign * 
good, and in view of ty he beheld all other 
things asa fairnothing: -Wherhe had paid him 
theſe firſt fruits of his inclinations, he fell upon_ 
his own concerns in his ſpiritual neceſſities, and has 
ving expoſed them all before the beams of 
God's mercy, which never fails to enliven 
and cherish a contrite and humble heart ; he pre- 
ſumes now to intercede for his Neighbour, and 
etition in behalf of the inhabitants of Sion, a 
Hill dedicated to God's ſervice,. and for the 
holy City of Feruſalem, that theſe places might 
be preſerved tothe cncreafe of the peoples de- 
vition, and not be /aid open to deſirution upony 
the {core of his tranſereſſions, wheretore he 
cryes, Be favourable O Lord in thy good will with 
Sion. 
Whenl reada paſſage in Feremy, Chap. 7. 

I admire the power and force of prayer ; for 
there God ſpeaking to this Prophet ſayes, 
donot pray for this people, leſt [ arvert my anger, and 
again he bids «Moſes forbear bus importunity, that 
brs fury might break forth, "which shews that the 
ſupplications of the juſt bind up Gods Hands, 
and ſtand like a bubyork between hu rage and 
our pwltineſs. Now if rhe efficacy of prayer be 
{uch, as to appeaſe his avenging Face, when all 
_ enflamed againſt offendours, -irhath doubr- 
leſs no leſs vertue to obtain what ever we demand 
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for our own orour Neighbours good. St, 
eMuſtinſayes, that whillt God leaves us a Heart 
and Tongue diſpoſed for prayer, we need not 
car the ſubſtraftion of his graces; for he 1s faith 
ful inhby promiſe, nor will ever give a repulſe, 
ro: juſt petitions : The Head of this Truth 
ſprings from the order of his Providence , 
which hath eternally reſolved, that many 
things shall be done in the World by the means 
of prayer : For there are two kinds of decrees, 
the one abſolute, by which he determined the 
( reation of the Heavens, Anpels, and Elements, 
and theſe things he determined to createy 
without any cntermingled condition - His 
other decrees are conditional, as that of Beatifying 
the eAngels, and communicating unto Men eternal 
glory, upon ſuppolition that by their vertuour 
aftions they rendered themſelves worthy of Be- 
atitude. Suchalfo is that decree by which he 
deſigns a grant of ſeveral benefits in caſe he 
be petitioned for them, andwithbumility demand- 
ed at his Hands as the Author of all good: 
Wherefore prayer works no change in Gods 
determinations, but brings them to Execution 
ſurably to his orders; whence prayer hath they 
power of impetration, and obtains of God's mer- 
cy what he hath graciouſly promiſed, bur this 
muſt be underi{toodin things that are condu- 


cing to Salvation, Whereupon St. Bernard de- 
Itvers 
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livers theſe excellent words: The Care of God - 
over thee 1s ſo tender and prudent, that when tonorantly 
thou doſt petition for what 1 uſeleſs, or perhaps prejudi- 
cious to thee , be us deaf to thee inthu particular, yet will 
exchange it into ſome gift or other more to thy advantage. 
For example, ſuppole you ask to be freed 
from ſome afflition that ſeems very heavy to 
you, if Godgrant you patience, it 1s a bleſing 
beyond the deliverance you ſeek after: Again, 
you would be exempted from this or that” 
temptation; as St. Paul made it his earneſt ſuit , 
bur if God give yougrace and courage torepreſs. 
it, inſuchſortas to receive no mury, but an 
encreaſe of merit, you have no reafon to.repine: 
So that God isalwayes faithful in his promiſes, 
and never breaks bis word with his Creatures, 
bur gives the effeft of prayer either 1n the ſpecifi 
cal thing demanded, or 1n that which 15s more valu= 
able, if I ſay it be asked with faith, hope, perſe- 
verance, and concerning neceſlarics to Salva- 
tion. 

St. eAuſlin {ayes, the Soul hath power af- 
ſiſted by grace to cultivate herſelf, and by a 
pious induſtry purchaſe and get into the poſſeſſion 
of all vertves; by which she may bedelivered 
from the difficulties of conapiſcence which 
torments her; and of ignorance that blinds her. 
Nay, in the height oft temptation Or ignorance, 


God never takes trom her afree will, by which 
5he 
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She may demand, ſeek, and play the couragi. 
ors, even before she aſſent to thole that ak, 
dilcover tothole thatengquire, or give admit 
trance to ſuchas importunately preſſupon her;how 
comes 1t then to palſs{ ſfayes he) that she ig 
ſometimes ignorant whattodo, itis becauſe 
She hath nt yet received that Grace, but in- 
fallibly she will receive it, it good uſe be made 
of what she hath already reccived, that is, a 
grace to ſeek proufly and with diligence. Hence 
he layes theraine of many Souls upon thu de- 
fault: innor praying againſt rhedifticultics of 
concupiſcence and ignorance: Nay on the contra- 
ry, we covet for the moſt part to be glutted 
with ſome Earthly ſatufattion, on which our 
ſenſaive part 1s faſtned, for which our prayers 
and m/tances are made out of ſelf love not the glory 
of God : Now becauſe they are pernicious to 
us, hc playes the deaf; and thinks it misbe= 
comes his love to Man to ſet a ſeal to his un- 
doing, which made St.eAuſlinſay ;. {tia ſtroak of 
(Fods mercy ſometimes to withdraw hu mercy. 

Our Petitoner knew that the vift of prayer is 
the frt grace God beſtowes on Man, which 
ſerves. asa Ladder, that by it he may aſcend to 
other Graces neceſſary to Salvation; he hath 
made it the Subjeft of his Song, and bear upon 
no other ſtring in the whole tratt of this his peti- 


tion, than to obtain pardon for his /ms, and to 
be 
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be reſtored to the _ treaſure of Sanfifyins 
grace ; after this task of his own concern , 
heundertook ro in/lruf the wicked, and labour 
in the conver/fon of the impious, and that theſe. 
principles wherewith he had imbued them_ 
might take rhe deeper root by a conſtant praftice, 
he now ſupplicates the Divine Majeſty in be- 
half of the City of Feruſalem, and the holy moun- 
tain of Sion, to the end it might be ſettled in 
peace , and be a ſecure refuge not onely to the 
numerous inhabitants, but alſo to that infinite reſort 
of Pilerims, who from all parts came thither 
ro pay their religious duties to God ;and he hopes 
for a good effect of hisÞrayer, {ince it is in or- 
der tothe eſtablishmenr of God s Church, 
in which action the divine zeal hath more vi- 
fibly appeared ( both in gratifying ſuch as have 
advanced the /trutture, and in puniſhing any ſa- 
crilegious violence ) than in any other external 
actions of Mcn. 

Ecekeel, painting forth the abominations of 
the Temple ſayes, there came fix eAngels, and 
every one had in his hands /eſſels of faughter ; 
upon which Theodoret objerves inthe deſtru- 
tion of Zenacharib's Army, one only «Angel ap: 
peared, bur againſt the prophaners of his Temple 
fix are deputed, that no day of the Week 
Should pats over their Heads withour a freſh: 
Executioner to torment them. 


LIN Feremy 
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Feremy weighs the wrongs Nebuchodonozer = 
had done to Feruſalem by dischonouring «Ma. 
trons, deflowring Virgins, killing little ( bildren, 
rormenting the aged, burning houſes, their rob. 
beries and ſpoils, and yet all theſe he paſles 0+ 
. ver in ſilence ( though he took it much to 
heart ) and preſſes only the prophanation- 
of the Temple, having made of ita fable tor his 
Feorſes. 
When the eAngel appeared to Foſhuah with 
adrawn ſword, and commanded him to put off 
his Shoges, as before he had done tozWoſes in 
the faming buſh, cnjoyning him thelike; many 
grave Doctors allert thy. ths eAngel was they 
$on of God, wherein he would inſinuate is 
things: Firſt, the reverence they ought to bear 
to that place, where ina manner {o particular 
he was pleaſed to manifeft himſelf : Next, that 
againſt thoſe who should lole this reſpect, 
he had Fire and Sword ready to vindicate his 
honour : For the eMajeſſyota King or regal 
power upon Farthis reſpetted thi oughout the 
whole juriſdiction of his Crown, but yet much 
more where he hath his Throne, and Chair of 
ſlate : So God as he is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords over all the Nations of the 
World, ought in all places to have homages 
of ſubmiſſion and obedience paid unto him, but” 
eſpecially in places dedicated to religious afts; in 
Heaven 
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Heaven at the right hand of his Father is the 
ſupream throne of his greatneſs ; in the Syna- 
gopue he had the propitzatory, and in the Temple 
his Sacrarium : and as ltOA { emple Or  Charch 
- wherein God 1s to be honoured. N ilus 
| fayesa Chriflianshould bear nslefs reſpeto this 
his Holy Tabernacle than if he were in Heaven : 
Becauſe, the glory of God is more apparent 
in the adorable Sacrament of the Altar, and from 
thence a greater reverence may juſtly be requi- 
red, than from all theTemples that were in 

alt ages dedicated to God's honour : For in 
this dread Samfice God is adored, honoured, 
appeaſcd, loved and ſerved by his Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt in all the Corners of the World; 
where thi myſtery is celebrated all the adorati- 
ons, and homages of other Creatures, contri- 
bute nothing to his Glory, it compared to' 
what he receives here by his Son; becauſe_ 
he is an objef infiute, and as a King receives 
more honour from the /u9mifion of a Prince, 
-than of an ordinary vulgar perſon; in like» 
manner the adoration rendered to God by Fe- 
ſur Chriſt do glorify him more, than thoſe of 
all -Menand «Anzels, rogether by the Mouth 
of Malachy the Prophet; God ſayes, my name 
i preat among the Gemiles, becauſe in all oy a pure 
oblation 1s offered up unto me, which Theodoret ex- 


plicatesan unſpotted Lamb taking away the ſins 
Of 
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of the World, and which is Sacrificed unto him 
in thy myſtery. 

The Maſter of the Family eAatth. 20. ha- 
ving had his Servants 11] treated by the labourers 
in his Vineyard, ſent his Sor toreduce them. . 
ro obedience; {aying, they will reſpett him: So God 
the Father would render his So preſent in this 
myſtery, to induceall Chriſtians to pay their 
duties to h1s greatneſs. 

Who would not then Combat in the preſente 
of their King? We may reaſonably expe&t 
rolive witheAnveh, and with them contem- 
plate the divine effence, ſince now we live, 
with Zeſus Chriſt himfelf who is the Food of 
our Souls, he who gives himiſelt to be eater 
bere, will not deny us to ſee and behold him is 
cternty. 

Now our Holy Penitent 1h his prophetick 
view behcld this Hill of Son, asa place mark- 
ed out for the admirable flrufture of the Evanoeli- 
cal Temple , whereof the eAeſras was to be 
the Corner ſtone, and therefore he calls it holy, 
wherein Sacraments Conferring grace by their 
proper vertue were to be adminiltred; upon this 
{corc he preferrs the Gates of Sion, before all 
the tabernacler of Facob : He forclpeaks they 
building of this Sion, and that God will there be 
ſeen in his glory, 25 much as the Cloudy Scene in 


thy World can repreſent him; andas on mount 
Sinat 


»4 
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Sinai the written'Law, a carnal and Earthly Law + 
was given; ſoon Mount S10n.should be en- 
ated a Law Evangelical, holy, ſpiritual, and hea- 
venly. Theſe fore-notions imprinted in our 
Petitioner a reverence to this model of perfetti- 
on, and ſtirrs him to. implore his mercy in her 
behalf; that ſince itis to bea Law of love, all 
powerful to conduct Souls unto agreat pitch 
of ſanfity in this life, and glory in the next, he 
will hope his prayer may contribute ſomthing 
to draw from his /iberalty a confirmation of his 
gracious promiſes unto her; in this confidence 
with much fervour and zeal he repeats; Deal 


favourably O Lord inthy good will with Sion. 


The Application. 


We have a Leſſor here of (Charity which 
Shews us inexcuſable,1t we fail toendeavour the 
ſuccour of our Neighbour ; For there is none 
ſo. impotent but may lend the aſli/tance of his pray- 
ers, and how powerful that 15 to avert danger, ap= 
pears in that God ſeems willing to prevent 
the Prophet Feremes mediation, command- 
ing he ſhould not reſiſt him, that is, he Should 
not ſtand between hin, and the deſirafion of 
his people; as if it were in the power of this 


Prophet by means of his prayer, ro hold God's 
Mmmmmum Hand 
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Hand, and force him to a merciful compoſition, 
Beſides weare muchencouraged torelieye, 
the diſtreſſed in this ſupplicating way by 
the form of prayer which Chrilt preſcribes, in 
that we should conjure him under thetitle> 
of Father, nay more our Father which {peaks 
I have a right to ask not onlyas Iam your 
( hild, but likewiſeto intercede for him who 
hath the ſame relationunto you, and by thar 
an alliance towards me, which naturally exacts 
my help; if then as a «Maker you can neſtroy , 
as a Father nature will prompt you to ſave: 
[n fine, God playes not the flately like the- 
great Princes of this World, but gives audience 
upon the place; whether in behalf of your ſelf 
or Neighbour : Nay, he excludes not his 
greateſt Enemies, but doth treat with them of 
peace upon theleaſt overture they make : Ah! let 
us then daily preſent our ſupp/ications before his 
throne of grace, in behalf of a{{perſons capable of 


eternal Salvation. aA men. 
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Ut edificentur muri Feruſalem. 


eAnd let the Walls of Feruſalem be built. 


Y the Walls of this Sioz or Feruſalem ( for 
they are uſually taken forthe ſame thing) 
is meant the Prelats, and Paſtours of this hap- 
py Congregation, within whoſe ciraunference 

or diretion we arc all piouſly to wak, and to 
whoſe care and proteftion all Mankind is com- 
mitted : Our Penitent beholds the eMeſiias 
as the foundation and prop of this eternal ſtrufture, 
for the Office of a Prieſt conſiſts in the power 
of adminiſtring ſacred thirigs, and to offer pray 
ers, gifts, and Sacrifices unto God for the 
remiſſion of ſms, andthisinthename of theun- 
verſal Church : Now Jeſus Chriſt was conſtitu- 
ted by God overall Souls, with a plenary au- 
thority to reconcile them to him, and for this 
end he offered up a true and real Sacrifice, in 
which the immolated vittime (uffercd a real mu- 
tation, both in that Chriſtian oblation without ef- 
fuſion of blood, which he celebrated the night 
before his death, as alſo in the bloody Sacrifice of 
himſelf, which he might have hindred but 


would not; heis then a ime Prieft. 


Aoan, 
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Again, his power not being confined to 
Sacraments, nortocertain words and ceremo- 
nies, as that of Men, who are Prieſts after 
him; and not depending upon the impreſſion 
of any Charater( ſince he was ſctled in it ſuffi 
ciently by his Hypoſtatick union ) he enjoyes a 
degree of Prieſthood with eminency above, 
all other Men, inveſted with this ſublime dig- 
nity. | 

Wherefore doubtleſs this his Prieſthood, 
above all other things was molt acceptable to 
God; becauſe by this title and quality he hath 
wrought the Worlds Salvation, hath recon- 
ciled Souls unto God, and put them into a con- 
dition of rendering him glory in all Eternity : 
So that among all the ſublime qualities of Jeſus 
Chriſt, thatof his Prieſthood hath becn the 
molt beneficial ro the World; for by # he hath 
made up all the breaches of jm, both in Heaven 
and Earth, appeaſed God's anger by his Sacri- 
fice, andreſtored us to his /oft grace and fa- 
Vour. 

Next, he is not only Prieſt but ſovereign 
Biſhop, empowred toinflitue, ordain, and govern 
at his pleaſure in all ſpiritualthings, which relate 
unto God and the Salvation of Souls; where- 
fore St. Peter Ep. 1. C. 2. Stiles him the Biſhop 
and Paſtour of Souls. St. Paul likewiſe tothe He- 
brews Chap. 7. ſayes, /t was fit we ſhould have 4 


Biſhop 
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\ Biſhop holy, tnnocent, 'unpolluted , and ſeparatetl from 
franers, who hath no neceſſity of offering Sacrifice daily for 
his own ſms. Sothat Chriſt is not reduced to. 
that extremity as to offer Sacrifice for the expi= 
ation of his own faults, he hathno need to purify 
himſelf, ſince he hatha Sanity which ourvyes 
thatofeAngels, hisonly task is to enlighten, 
purify, and improve others, that he might 
tranſmit them from the perfeftion and ſpiritual trea- 
ſures of thu life ; to the perfeftion and eternal trea= 
ſures of the next. At this his ſovereign Chair 
dothaim; that 1s, the acqui/tion of immortal fe- 
licity, he hath laid down for our ſafe paſſage 
and firm footing two planks; to wit, the (roſs 
and pennance, he is mediatour between God and 
Man, an interceſſeur for us, he aſlifts at our 
right Hand that we might not be over- 
thrown, and amidſt the ſtorm of Stones 
which fell upon St. Stephen, he is awake and 
upon his Leggs, ready to run to his ſuc< 
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cour; fothat he hath all the conditions of a pow- 


erful and careful Prelat. 
The Prophet Foe! had in his profpeQ th# 

- Prince of Ecdefraſticks, when 1n his 2, Chapter 
he exhorts the Daughters of Sion to skip for joy, 
and fly to the Lord their od, becauſe hehad given unto 
them a Dor of Fuſtice; to teach thema ſpiritual 

| life, how to ſeparate their Souls from affefion 


to Crea'ures, and unite themſelves to God, This 
Nnnan he 
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he did in commanding us to renounce our 
ſelves, and follow him; to carry with him, 
our Croſs, to be perſeverant in prayer, to pra- 
iſe venues, to love Godaboveallthings; and 
our Xeighbour as our ſelves : /n fine, his Do- 
Frine permits 0 vice, cherishes all vertues, raiſes 
eMan above himſelf, and his nature, and be- 
' ſides his Commandements he gives admirable 

Councels of chaſtity, poverty, __ obedience, and o= 
ther precepts leading to perfection; which 
if exattly weighed would evidence as clear as 
the Sunbeams, thathe is the greateſt Maſter and 
Dottor of a ſpirituallife. 

Heis then Headof the (hurch becauſe the 
Founder, from whence she hath reccived her 
Life and Being; by the ſeeds of hisgrace, by the 
preaching of his eApoſiles, by all the good works 
and firatagems he hath ſet on foot to draw 
Souls unto Faith and Baptiſm: From whom_ 
She hath received her ſub/tence and nouriſhment 
in the proviſon of the Sacraments, and of a mul- 
tirudeof giftrand graces in order to thepropapa- 
tion and defence of the ( burch. He hath like- 
wiſe (etled here an Ecdefraſtical Hierarchy reſem- 
bling that of eAnpels; and laſtly, he over- 
whelms her with the load of his favours, tranſ- 
mitting daily her e Members to his Church Tri- 
umphant, where he inveſts them with glory, 
nor will ceaſe untill he hath made of they 
Souls 
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Souls iſſuing from the militant here beneath a - 
(Church glorious, and withour the leaſt ſtain or 
wrinkle. 

This Saint of Saints, this Prince of Eccleſra< 
flicks, this Door of Fuſlice is the Corner ſtone on 
which our Penitent had fixed his Eye, and 

etitioned to be the Baſis of Feruſalem's fair 
Walls; ſo that having ſuch a foundation, what” 
noble ſuperſtructure might he nor expe&; and 
truly thu edifice was {quared our to the higheft 
[deas of perfettion. Firſt, we ſec an addition 
of the three Theological vertues, that is ſo po- 
lished and retined as it gives them quite an- 
other luſtre; as to Faith themyſteries of the 
bleſſed Trinity, the Incarnation, and the holy Eu- 
chariſtare in the Evangelical Lawdrawn as it were 
out of a { loud into the Sun-beams, and there- 
fore St. Paul ſtyles the written Law a Schoolmaſler 
which taught the Fews only the fri Rudiments 
of Religion, whereas ( briſtian Faith propoſes ra- 
wiſhing objes, and diſcovers the wonders of the 
ſaid myſteries diſtintly, which begets reverence 
and devotionin the Hearts of Men. 

As to hope, whichenflames our courage to 
the Execution of generous undertakings, the Fews 
had very obſcure revelations of eternal beatitude, 
nor could they hope for it till the coming of 
the eAZeſvias and Redeemer who was to OPcIL- 
Heaven's Gates, and have the honor to be the 


fiſt 
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firſt eMan that entered there; in the interim 

they were fed with promiſes of Earthly reward; 
which rendered Souls Mercenary, and their 
intentions more groſs, whillt the Evangelical Law 
unfolds the wonders of Heaven, the glory of 
a Reſurretlion, and engages for our immediate re- 
ception into that place of immortal felicity after thy 


ya {uppoting we are diſtain'd from all guilt of 
im s 


As to Charity the Soul of vertues and devotion, it 
mult needs receive from the Evangelical Lay 
many degrees of heat and fervour; 1ince itren- 
ders our faith and hope more perfect : For 
where the kzowledge is greater of things more 
worthy of love, and where our hopes Arey 
hceightned to a more valuable expectation, 
there doubtleſs will be found the production 
of a more ardent defire and affeftion. 

After this rare piece which much embel- 
lished the ſtructure, are diſpoſed theFacraments 
which like a great water about the circumval- 
lation, ſerve both to ſecure the inhabitants from 
the aſ/aults of their Enemies, and to ſtrength- 
enthem in the noble exploits of vertues: So 
that by this ſuccour and powerful aid they are 0b- 
liged in honour and conſcience to a more eminent 
degree of Sanftity, We ce that eArtr and S- 
ences are improved by ſucceſs of time, and 


thoſe : Maſters which come after are more 
Fam expert 
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expettthan the former : Now this proceed= 
ing webchold indivine precepts, not ourof 
any deficiency in the Law-gzver, bur becauſe 
after eAdam's fin humane nature was rendered un- 
worthy of God's grace, fo that if at any time 
he communicated his blefings, it was by way 
of advance, and upon credit in conſideration 
of themerits of his incarnate Son, Wherefore 
being once come, he gave precepts of higher per- 
fettion, ſo that doubtlets nothing can be bet- 
ter, more juſt, and moreſuitable ro Man- 
than the Evangelical Law: Nothing more a- 
orceable to the good Government of the 
Univerſe, and all Creatures; nor which 
contains in its decrees more equity and ho- 
lineſs : Inſomuch as its perfetion alone ſeems 
ground enough to palsa judgment, that it cannot 
iſſue but from the deep ( ouncels of a Divi- 


nity. 


Laſtly, as to good manners, Or natural precepts, 
this great eArchitet hath made of them amore 
clearand ample explication, by which the 
will isrectifyed, and carried on to the pur- 
ſuit of greater things than were propoſed in. 


the Moſaick Law. s 
What juſt reaſon then had our Petitioner to 
make this edifice of Feruſalem's Wall the obje& 
of his moſt fervent prayer, and that all his /ub= 
jetsshould ſubſcribe co the petition, and offerup 
Oo000 their 
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_ their Vowes for the diſpatch of this great work, 
in which their heavy Yoak 1o little beneficial to 
them would be taken off, and in exchange» 
they were to be ranked under the diſcapline and 
law of grace and love; wheretore let us joyn 
iſſue and cry; Let the Walls of Feruſalembe buik 
up. 

f Thenext compoſition of this ſtructure 
is foretold by the Prophet Zſay; / will lay in 
the foundation of Sion a ſtone that bath endured the rouch, 
a corner and precious ſtone founded in the foundation x 
This is Peter and his fucceſlours, that rock on 
whom Chriſt hath built his Church, and which 
hath been tryed by all the aſſaults of Earth 
and Hell: Nor hath this ſtone proved only 
of right temper, in which no engin of ma- 
lice could work a flaw, butit is : SE into 
a corner ſtone, by which the two walls of Zews 
and Gentiles are united together, and make, 
one Chriſtian Church : It 1s alſo precious in co- 
piouſly diſtriburing her Spiritual Treaſures 
throughout the World ; as the clear cxpli- 
cation of her Doctrine by univerſal conſent, the 
rights of Sacraments, which delivered with a 
Harmony and unity in faith, isthe bond of peace, 
the Life and Soul of Religion. Laſtly, it is ground- 
\ ed inthe foundation which-Shews it to bea ſecon- 
dary foundation: Thefirſt St. Paul declares; no 
eMan can lay any other foundation ( that is primary 
and 
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and Bajfis of all) than wharisalready laid; to * 
wit, Feſus Chriſt. 

Bur after him the next groundwork 1s St. Perer,by 
whom alone, and his ſucceſlours we are to 
arrive at Chriſt, and what can be to God 
more glorious than to make uſe of the feeble 


to confound the ſtrong, and by faith and hu- 
mility to lead Men unto wiſdom and glory. 

This piece of Workmanship in the Fa- 
brick of Feruſalem is like a Citadel which com- 
mands all, and holds its awful title not by 
Lawof Nations, but divine rioht: "It governs men 
in order to their Souls, and rather under the 
notion of being Chriſliaus, than Men, it looks 
not upon their temporal eaſe and ſecurity, bur” 
hath an Eye to a /fe and felicity immortal : It is 
fortifyed with divine Lawes, and maintains a 
perpetual skirmiſh not only with a few-wvi/ble ad-= 
verſaries, but with an infinity of miſible Ene- 
mes. 

After this Rock ſolidly diſpoſed and fit- 
ed, the Biſhops like F atch-towers and ſtrong Ba- 
ftions are erected; whoſe office is to ſuperintend 
over the Guards and Sentinels, and to protect 
the weaker part of the Walls from the Ene- 
mies aſſaults; this contrivance is {ſet down 
by St. Athanaſius, where he ſayes, O Peteruponthy 
Fomidation the Biſhops as pillars of the Church are ſetled 


and confirmed. 
Then 
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Then Prieſts, Deacons, and other officers 
are aſſigned to render this ſtrufturein all 
points complcat ; Jomeot theſe materials are 
for the beauty and omament of the Churchin, 
her great ſolemnities ; others as Priefts for the 
neceſſary diſcharge of our duty to God; for relivion 
reaching us to pay that honor and efteem we. owe 
to God, is the perfeion and accompliſhment of the 
World, nor can we upon any fcore be dil. 
penſcd within the acknowledgment of theſe 
fealties : Whence no Nation hath ever been- 
found ſo ignorant or barbarous as not toown, and 
in ſome manner or other topay this Tribute, ej- 
ther by way of adoration, praiſe, prayer, ſacrifice , 
feſtival ſolemnity or by ſome external Ceremony : Now 
that theſe ations might be duly acquitted, 
there appears an abſolute neceſlity that ſome 
ſelected perſon should beſet apart, and fſan- 
ctityed to this end. 

Butaboveall it was moſt requiſite in the 
Evangelical Law, where a Prieſt hath power to 
offer up a vitmeand Sacrifice by which in a mo- 
ment he renders to God more glory and ſervice 
thanall the eAngels and een can doin they 
vaſt durance of Eternity: Where he is daily 
to repreſent to the eternal Father Chriſt's holy 
paſſion, and by that moving obje# render him— 
propitions unto Souls, where he is to diſengage 
Mcentrom the ſlavery of jm, and jawes of Hell by 
> | | the 
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the adminiſtration of holy Sacraments :.,$6:thatr: * 
all the ſplendour and beauty of the Churchi:can + 
fiſts in che Miniſtery. of Priefis,- that as the 
$un diffuſes his beams on all ſides, no leſs dothr 
this ſacred C harafer enrich thoſe Souls with a& 
perfume of Sanity, who make themſelves: 
worthy by 4 due cooperation W ith 1ts vertae; '{0: 
that we ought roeſteem it one of: the great< 
c(t blefings of God to the World, 1n thar' 
he hach given us Eccleſzaſlical perſons to diſpenſe 
his Heavenly treaſures, and ſpiritual graces to en> 
lighten the #orld, purity Souls from fn, and 
lead them as it were by the Hand unto a ſove= 
reign good. Ah! what ingratitude then to 
throw a contempt upon thoſe withour whom 
Mankind would be burta £ie-brand for Hell 
inall Erernity. 

Thc laft materials for this Fabrick are lay and 
ſeculariperſons of all ſorts; {o that of theſe and 
Ecceſraflicks are compoled two different and preat 
XN ations under the Furiſdition of Chriſt; the 
Oftccof the one 15 tO give, the other to receive 
the one communicates by oblation of Sacrifce, 
and adminiſtration of Sacraments , ſpiritual 
goods, without which Men would be like a 
Body deſtitute of a Soul, :having little tenden- 
cy orclevation unto God; the others paſlive= 
ly make up the Hierarchy, as beimg framed; 
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inſtructed, purifycd, and by Eccleſiaſtick 


united unto God. | 
Thus you ſee our holy Prophet was ſolici- 
tous in a matter of no {mall concern, for 
within the /imits of this ſantuary are bounded 
| all the hopes of Man's Salvation. (Chriſt was 
made ( (ayes St. Paul ) cauſe of eternal Salvation unto 
all thoſe who obey bim: Now his Commandements xe< 
late to Faith, good manners, and the Sacraments, 
which are not rightly performed but within 
cheboſom of his Church. Letus then joyn 
ourhands and hearts to this noble ſtructure, and 


cry, that the walls of Feruſalem be built up. 


The Application, 


If our Holy Penitent was ſo zealous for the 
erefing this magnificent ſufureof the Church, 
as by his ardent prayer to diſpoſe the divine eAr- 
chitet unto this admirable work; what a reproach 
will it be tous, who find the Fabrick done to 
our Hands, and whoarcour ſelves ſo happy 
as to be part of the materials, if we do not” 
ſo muchas keep it in repair, nor preſerve it a= 
gainſt any rebellious orviolent effort. To 
this performance 1s required a dye obedience to 
che jupream Paſtour, who as it were the formand 


Soul 
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Sowl of this edifice : Next, a reverence and ſubs. - 
miſſion unto Biſbops, who are the pillars, and preat 
ſupports of it : Laſtly, a reſpeft to Prieſts, who 
area main ornament, and »/eful to this glorious Fa- 
brick. Whereas then our Holy Penitent pour- 
ed forth his prayers, with ſo much. fervour for 
the raiſing of theſe Evangelical walls, it is our 
part now to make addreſſes unto Heaven, 
that according to his promiſe it may continue 
ure, unſtained, and invincible againſt all 

' the malice of Earth and Hell. eAmen. 


C n'4se ALEXEI 


Tunc acceptabu Sacrificium, Fuſtitie oblationer, 
& Holocauſta. 


Then thou wilt receive Sacrifice, oblations of Fuſlice, 
and whole Burnt-offerings, 


Ur Holy Pentent had entertained in his 

rhoughts not only the eAaterials and 
eArchiteture of this Building , but he went” 
further and reached in his propherick view 
the Sacrifices which were there to þc offered 


w_ 


"The firſt objett dilplay'd in this I emple- 
is 
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is the »Mefiins God-man, who wasa true Sa- 
crifice, oblation of Fuſtice and Holocauſt, A Sa- 
crifice, in that he appeaſed God's anver, frankly 
offered, and with the pureſt intention that” 
could be imagined; this is expreſſed in Fobn 
14. That the World may know [ love my Father, and 
perform his commands, ariſe ({ayes Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles) ani let us to the Creſs. For God ha- 
ving committed to him the attair of Man's 
Salvation loſt by fin, he was cnflamed with a 
zeal of rendering all poſlible ſatisfation; and 
conſidering that if heshould make himſelf 
*a viflime, and preſent thar Sacrifice to God, 
it would be of an infinite value, in regard of 
the infinity of his perſon; and ſuch a Sacrifice in- 
fnite, would counter=ballance the infinite ma- 
lice of ſm, and prove a ſatufattion anſ{werable 
to Man's offence : Wherefore-+that- God 
might have reparation of poner,, he deſigned an 
aftual bloody Sacrifice of himſelf unto God for the 
fin of eAdam, *and all «Mankind: And to this 
end likewiſe that God being appeaſed and 
ſatisfyced by the dignity of this Sacrifice, might 
depole all animolity againſt Man, andre- 
ſtore him tothoſe expedrents by which he may 
work his Salvation, © © OE 
Amoneſtall the contrivances that can enter onr 
thoughts,none appear more excellent and noble, both 
co-ajuſt God's honor and Man's Salvation toge- 
ther 
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ther, than this wmolation of himſelf upon the_z >. 


Altar of the Croſs. Firſt, it is very powerful 
to appeaſe God's wrath, for nothing mores 
than death can be endured for God's honor, nor 


can any Creature more abſolutely avow himſelf un- 


tohim, thanindying for his ſake : Wherefore 
Se. Paul [ayes of Chriſt ad Zpheſ. 5. He gave 
himſelf up an oblation and hoſt unto God in the perfume of 
ſweetneſs. Next, 1t 1s very proper to cures 
Man's infrmity, who by his diſobedience and pride 
had forteitcd his r:vht to Paradiſe; wherefore 


Chriſt ſubmitting himſelf tothe Goſs, and lo 


accomplishing the will of his Father, repaired. 


thoſe breaches we had made by our- Rebel. 


lion. 
Laſtly, it is very efticacious to purchaſe 


our /ove without infringing the {berry of our 
ree-Will: For what can more charm us to /ove, 
than to behold a perſon for my lole intereſt 
ſaſtain rhe torments of a (roſs, which was the 
moſt infamous of all kind of punishments; 
yet ſo great was the affeZion our Saviour Chriſt 
bare us, that he depolited inthe infamy, and 
reproach of che Cr9ſs, all thag honor which his mi= 
racles, his Do&rine, andinnocent life had 
purchaſed to him; leaving them all hang= 
ing on itas a T rophey of his /ove: The Creſsthen 
' 15the North Star of our comfort, and hope; for 
' what can he deny us, nay what will he not” 


Qq qqq grant 
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. onof guilty Souls, and not be touched with 
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grant us, who on the Croſs hath made ſuch large 
expreſſions of his kindneſs, God 1s ſaid tobe the 
ſearcher of hearts; thatis, he only knowes the 
fmecerity of them; whence ſome have taken 
occaſion to murmuratthe Maker; in that he 
placed nota window before the Breaſt of every 
one : Bur though we may be jealous of all 
the reſt, yetſure we cannot be of Chriſt upon- 
the Croſs, nor of his /ove, ſince hethere even 
layes open his Boweſs unto us; upon this con- 
{ſideration Chriſt might juſily promiſe to 
himſelf, That when he ſhall be lifted up from the Earth 
(that is upon the Croſs ) he would draw the affec- 
tions of »all Mankind unto him. | 
How differentis the proceeding of this our 
eternal Prieſt from the uſual wayes of Men, 
who upon a mean and trivial intereſt tall upon” 
the defiruction of their Neighbour, whillt his de- 
ften is to Sacrifice himſelf upon our ſcore, and 
by that means gain our love as a juſt Tribute to 
hiseternal Father; he mightwellaſſurchim- 
{elf this Sacrifice would be accepted, he knew 
that God could not behold the Face of his 
Chriſt under this bloogy poſture for the redempri- 


the worth of this Sacrifice, wherefore our Peni- 
zent may confidently repeat tunc acceptaby, then, 
that is, atthis plenitudeof time a Sacrifice will 


appear whichshall convey to Heaven an odor 
grate- 
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grateful unto God, and ſerve as abalmto cure - 


all the wounds of humane nature. 

This Sacrifice was likewiſe an oblation of Fu- 
ſlice, forſuppoling that God would have {in 
puniſhed, becauſe it 1s a decree of his eternal Law , 
which cannot erre nor want its effeq. ' A- 
Jain, ſince <Afan was impotent to any compleat 
ſatisfaFion for fin, wherewith he was defiled 
and contaminated, it was neceſſary ſome 
perſon-exempt from all jm $hould interpole, and 
take upon him. out of love and goodneſs, the 
diſcharge of our trahſgreſſions. Now Chriſt 
was this happy Redeemer, who replenished with 
mercy ſparcd not his ſacred humanity for our deli- 
VErance. | 

Firſt, he dragged us out of the miſery 
wherein we lay after eAdam's fm, that by no 
action of ours we could recover grace, orany 
waycs reach -our ju/t;fication ; this impotency 
Chriſt rook away, and purchaſcd to all Man- 
kind means of Satoation1n caſe they make right «ſe 
of it. 

Next, he freed us from the miſery of /m, 
and by his paſion obtained a pertect enlarge- 
ment for all thoſe who faithfully cooperate 
with his grate. - | 

Laſtly, hemerited for the Sou/ and Body 
an exemption from the Calamities they ſuſtain- 


and cendurcinthslife ; and afterwards the glory 


of 
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of Heaven, if ſobe they perſevere in ſantifying Þ 
'grace;andall.this upon the deſign of rendering 
a full ſatusfaftion for all the jms of the World in- 
rigour of Fuſtice: And ſince God was irrita- 
ted by Man's contempt which /n involves, 
Chriſt knowing that God could nat receive 
more honour than what was paid him by they 
way of Sacrifice, and'that by how much the 
vicime excelled, .his glory went in the like | 
proportion: He preſented his ſacred bumanity 
perſonally united to the Word by way of 
Fuſtice on the Tree of the Crols, as a juſt 
compenſation of all indignities thrown. upanÞ 
him by the. World; and for this end he ex- 
poſed his Body to all the higheſt ſeveritics 
of Fuſlice. Thus God accepting this oblation of 
+ Fuſtice punished- in his Soz all the fins of Man- 

ind. by : OE 
x Wherefore as a diſobedience to God's Law , 
a Pride in thwarting his greatneſs, anda plea- 
ſmein our converſionto a Creature are found 
in fin ; all theſe were confronted in Chriſt's 
paſoion 5 by ax prodigious obedience, an. incom- 
-parablebumility, anda perpeſhion of the moſt 
exquiſite torments that could be-inflicted; fo 
that there was not the leaſt puirlilio of equity 
wanting inthis oblation of Fuftice. 
Our Holy Penient weighing this terrible. 
accouncouldnot but rremble:s It is true God 
| was 


was contented with eAbrahamr good intenti-* 
on, and ſtopped the Execution of /faac; bur 

when his eternal Law to punish fin was in que-= | 
ſtion ( which he will have inviolable) he. 
' ſpares not his only Son, and if on him the darer 
of his anger fall ſo heavy, and this for another; 
tranſgreſſion, what may not a miſerable /mrier 
juſtly expect tor his own fas in by own perſon: If 
this be done on the preen branches, what ha- 
vock will be made of thoſe that are withered: if 


| the Innocent have this meaſure , what will be- 
come of the Guy, but however theſe difſ- 


 malrefleations may affright our penitent, yet 
he is ſtill boyd up with hope and confidence in this 
oblation of Juice. | 
Laſtly, this Sacrifice is aperfet Holocauſt, the ex- 
cellency of which con(ifls inthe total deſtructi- 
on of the thing offered. In confirmation 
of this St. Paul aflerts, that ( briſt anmbhilated 
himſelf in becomino obedient to the Death of the Croſs. 
Look on his paſſion; and you will fee him re- 
duced to a moral nothing. Firſt, at his laſt Sup- 
per, he throws himſelf at rhe Feet of his e4- 
poſtles, he waſhes, dryes, and kiſſes even thoſe 
of a perfidious Fudas : in the garden of Oliver he 
not onely prayes with bended knees, but is pro- 
ſtrate 9nthe oround, bedewed with a bloody ſweat , 
the moſt prodigious effef of terrour that ever hap- 


ned in nature : In the ſequel of his paſſion 
Rrrre | he 
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he is branded with falſe accuſations, and ignomi= } 
nious reproathes, derifrons and ſeorns: He receives + 
- the higheſt indipnities from the vileſt of perſons, 
as tobe buffeted, ſpit on, crowned with T horns, faſlned 
on the Croſs between two T hieves as the rins-leaders, and 
this at their Paſchal ſolemnity in the populous 
City of Feru/alem, where heforteited all that 
reputation, which the wonders of his power, 
and ſublime communications of his wiſdom 
had purchaſed ro him; ſo that many who 
had been his ſpefators, and of his audience, in- 
whoſc opinion he had paſled for a /ignalperſon, 
a preat Prophet, a Man incomparable in vertue and 
ſanctity, nay wholooked upon him as the 
promiſed +eſdias, and Son of God, gave him 
then the (harafer of an Hypocrit, and condem<- 
nedall his miracles, as meer wufrons, and the 
effedts of eArt magick, and his Sermons as dreams of 
phantaltick babling. Nay, the Prophet” 
Eſay tiles bim the laſt and omtcaſt of een, dufi- 
gured, miſhapen, and laden with infirmities, inſomuch 
that he was eſteemed as ove Leperſtrook, and the objefl of 
God's vengeance. O what a Holocauft was this > 
He that 1s Lordand Creatour of the World, King 
of Heaven, and Sovereign Fudge over the li- 
ving and the dead; is deſtroyed in his honor 
and reputation, his Eyes wax dimm and dark , 
his Face pale and wan, his Tongue furred and 
{woln, his Zips black and blew, and his whole 
| Body 
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Body mangled in ſuch fort as they numbred - 
all his Bones; ſo that it was as it were bur” _ 
 onewound; and all theſe any compleated 


in his Execution upon the ( roſs, which kind 


of death wasſoabominable as Toflatur ſayes;' 


it 12an inſury done to God himſelf that' a Creature crea- 
ted after hs Image ſhould dye on the Croſs. ( icero 


ſayes, it is an aft very hainous to bind a Citizen of Rome, 


aVillany to ſcourge him , and in a manner a Parricide 


to kill bim, but what then will it be to. put him on a 
Croſs. : 
Heretofore God made himſelf known- 
by deſtroying Pharach and all his Hoſt, bur 
now he will get himſelf a Name and Fame 
by play ing the Holocauſt, and dying upon the 
Croſs. | 
7 Thus you ſee how jultly our Petitioner 
might aſſert this Sacrifice to be an oblation of Fu- 
flice, anda Holocauſt or whole burnt offering 
which would be accepted off: For certain- 
ly God was never more honoured than by 
Chriſt offered up on the( roſs, becauſe the glory 
there given him, outvyes all the injuries and 
affronts that had been or ever shall iſſue from_ 


rhe ugly Face of jon. 


But the Fire of his /ove ſtopt not here: his 
ſacred humanity would furcher yet honour God 


by a Sacrifice, which should not be confined 


to a Short ſpace of three hours, to a little 
ligne 
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(436) T7 
Natioh of che Fews, nor to the narrow hill J 
of MountCalvary:wherefore by a generous de- | 
ſign he inſtituted the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 
wherethis ſame humanity without effuſion 
of blood fight honour God by a Sacrifice 


that would laſt to the worlds end, and bee. Þ} 


very day reiterated, not upon onefingle moun- | 
tain, but in millions of places throughout all king- 
domes where there is any Prie/t to offer up 
this Sacrifice co God's honor, and as a tribute to his 
infinite greatneſs. h 
Our great God beholding this admirable 
contrivance of his incarnate word, and of a 
Soul moſt pure, and holy, allyed to his Son 
by a perſonal union ; and relishing this honor 
heshould receive from this Sacrifice begun at 
a great diſtance to noſc the ſweet odour it would 
evaporate EVEN up tO Heaven; this gave 
him a diflaſt Cas it were) of the eMeoſaical Sa- 
crifices; which revealing ro our Holy Peniten 
made him cry, thou art not delighted with Holocauſt. 
Bur this is more clearly exprellcd by the Pro- 
phet eMealachy, where God requires the Temple 
(Fate to be ſhut ; the Fire of hu Altar for the deſtruftion 
of wvitlimes no moreto be keptin; and confeſſes hes 
7 coy d with them, upon the previgon of that” 
excellent Sacrifice ro de made to him in the ZE 
vangelical Law. 
Again, as a Sacrifice is directed not only 
| co 
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ro expreſs God's ſupream Dominion over us, but.” 


likewiſeto acknowledge our thanks' for his 


divine favours; now" the ſatred humanity of 


feſus Chriſt accomplished in vertue would 
not beunerateful :* For God had given himſelf 
- untoitby aperſonalumion, 1n a mannerthe moſt 


'.obligins, and moſt ſublime, that 15any way 


conſiſtent with a Creature; inreturn of this 
he would conſecrate himſelf unto him with 
all the circumſtances of perfefion, by which a 
( reature can be made by: And which cannot” 
be more than by a Sacrifice wherein he him- 
{elf :2deftroyed, and as much as, may be redu- 
ced to miothing, that his immenſe greatneſs might 


appear: by his oppoſite ſubjettion :. Now having 


done this once by the bloody Sacrifice of they 
Croſs, he would perpetuate the ſame in the 


Sacrifice of the eAltar : that whileſt the fabrick, 


of this new Feruſalemshould ſtand, he might 
alwayes render af of thankggtving tor the graces 
conferred on his humanity, and on the members 
of his Church. By this Sacrifice we are enabled 
ro pay our debt of thanks to God for the rich pre- 
ſent of his only Son, which we return unto 


him as a dxe and equal acknowledgment 3 and if To 


be proportioned to what we owe fora gift ſo 
pretious, much more will it ſerve to dif- 
charge our duties of ygratizude for other bene- 
firs; as when he is pleaſed to make us vitto- 
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(438) Y 
rious Over temptations and all the Enemies of our 
Salvation. 

Laſtly, his Sacrifice on the Croſs was to al- 
lay God's anger againſt the ſms of Mankind; 
and this ſame defign 1s carried on in the Sacrifice 
of the eAltar, - and aims chiefly torender God + 
propitions to OUT tranſorefiians, In the works of : 
St. [ames, St. Bafil, and St. Chryſoftom ſpeaking 
of this Sacrifice is found this expreſſion. Lord 
accept of this Sacrifice as a propittation for the fins and ig= 
norance of the people, by which you may ſee this 
Sacrifice doth not only appeaſe God's anger, dif- 
chargeour large ſcore of gratitude, but alſo is 
cftectual to purchaſe a fupply for all our warts. 
So that our Petitioner in the proſpef of this 
bloody and unbloody vitime might confidently u- 
ſurp this pleaſing air : Then he will with afa- 
atv Eye behold a Sacrifice, oblation of Fuſtice, 


and a whole burnt- offering. 


The Application. 


Our Holy Penitent in another Pſalm ex- 
preſſes the reſentment of the Children of 7ſ- 
| rael, when in captivity they (at weeping upon 
the Banks of the River of KZabylor at the re- 
membrance of Si, and of thoſe Religious afts 
they were wont to perform in that holy place. 
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Iz confident our zealous Petitioner felt no leſs . © 


the bitter throwes of afflittion and langwſhments 
after the Evangelical Temple ; wherein would 
be offercd up a Sacrifce'fo full, as the Fuſtice 
of God could exatt nouhing:more';\ with whar 

ſatisfation did herefletonthisthen, ro wir, 
that time we now pollel(s,' wherein we.can- 


daily adore Jeſus Chriſt in his ſaoed throne of 


the Euchariſt, as Children paying theduty'we._ 
owe.to ſo indulgent a Father, as Smbjefr.to a 
lawful Prince, as Criminalsto a moſtequitable Fudge 

as ſlaves to a Redeemer, and as ( reatures toa Sove- 


reton Creatour. Let us beg that ſince: hehath 
daigned to cxpoſc himſelt a daily vitime upon 
the Alarfor all Mankind, that there may be 


no Soul whoshall deny him the juſt tribute of | 


bove, praiſe, and «Adoration. eAmen. — 


Tunc imponent ſuper altare tuum vitulos, 
Then they will lay Calves upon thy Altar. 


O=” holy Penitent having decipherd this 
LF bloody , and unbloody Samifice , as- Feruſalem's 
greateſt Glory, and the Ornament of Sion, 

that is, the Church of Chriſt ; he carrics on in 


his 
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his prophetick view his thoughts, to other - 
inferiour offerings , as the off-ſpringandreſultgf 
this ſupreamly greatone: Such are the vbla- 
ton of perſons ;, wha raiſed above the.charms 
of fleſh and Sad embrace the Councels, and 
Rules of higheſtipertechon [given by our 
Saviour, and quitting all :Eartbly intereſts can- 
ſecrate themlelves;torally to God... i. ' i, * 
Theſe our: Petitioner $hadowes under they 
name of (alves (according to: Enthymins') be- 
cauſe havingaever taſted the Yoak, bur let 
looſe to thetr full {winge and /berty, do yet 
of their ownaccordmake themſelves a daily 
Sacrifice unto God :' For he-that embraces 
ſuch aftare 'of pertection foriakes all; firſt, 
hc forſakes himſelf, renouncing inſome ſort 
all right over himſelf, andto become a /ave 
ro God in the perſon of another, who in the- 
name of God, and in his ſtcad accepts the 
donation and ſurrender of himſelf; and it is 
upon theſe terms, that he may be condufted 
toperſeftion; {& that the Final motive of this Sa- 
erifice is the exaftand univerſal prattiſe otall kind of 
VerLiers. | | 

Riches, honour, and pleaſure are the three 
main Enemies to perfection; atl whicharcclcar- 
ly ſubdued in the eſfential obligations of this 
perfect State. Poverty choaks the deſire after 
remporal goods ; Chaſtity allays the concu- 
| piſcence 


. 


(44) ; 
piſcence of pleaſure, and obedience ftifles all 
appetite to Worldlygreatnelſs ::: Bur beſides 
all this, we are'to give to God our ations, 
our time, and employments 5 and this gift: cor- 
ſits in'the punctual obſervance of certainRules which 
allot to every one how ro ſpend the Year, the 


FS <Moneth, the Week, the Day; nay every Hour : 


So that perſons who devote themſelves to 
ſuch a /tate need nortbe folicitous for direti- 
ons leading to pertection; the Commandements 
of God, and zealous performance of ſuch preſcripts 
asare given by ſpiritual maſlers, afford abundant 


matter for this noble defegn. 
What a comfort muſt:1t -be to thoſe. who 


 areſetled inthis ſtate ro think, chat there is 


nothing more excellent ina Creature, than” 
to belong ina particular manner toGod theit 


Creatour ; whohath power to glorify and en- ' 
rich them with all good f Whar can be more 


defirable than to grow every Day, and hourin_ 
perfection , and this in ſpirituality, which is be- 


yond all others a treaſure of higheſt value? We 


{ce all Beings (trive to theirutmolt in this ambis 


tion; Plans ſpring up, and bear the faireſt 
| Flowers that poſlibly they can : Trees afford li- 


berally their beſt fruit; Boates i0]ue forth all 


their ſtrength and vigour to become more, 
powerful in which their vertue conſiſts : And 
what invention is not hammered out by omen to 
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add the leaft flroak to their natural beauty ; Shal 
the Soul thenbe alone inſenſible in this pro- 
pricty of nature? No, no, our new {,aw-giver 
hath planted in Man aboly ambition after perfe- 


Zion, and this ſeed hath been fo frutful, and 
ſo efficacious, tharone might j __ the abſtrac- 


ted lives which ſo many have led in all ages, 
ſince his viſible appearance upon Earth, 
were the effects of a ſevere command, rather 
than a Paternal Councel, and that fucha Sacrifice 
of Calves; that is, a religious /amplicity and total 
abnegation of Earthy intereſt, could not ſpring from 
a frank choice of the will, bur.from an abſolute ne= 
ceſity : Wherefore our Holy Penitent all ra- 
vished with admiration points out that time 


o _ 
-* 
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wherein theſe wonders s$hall be wrought; 


Fhen will they put ( alves upon thy Altar. 
h The great Wheels which give motion to all 
our aftions in this life are what is beneficial, plea« 
ſant, and gloriow: As to the firſt, thoſe who 
addi& themſelves to a ſtate of perfection find 
o00d rules, good example, ſpiritual documents, 
knowing directours, {eyeral exciting graces, and 
all chings that lead to the accomplishment” 
of vertue, and encreaſe of merit. Beſides, he 
isſecured from innumerable milſerics of the 
World, which is nothing elſe but a Chaos of 
trouble and confuſion, a Theatoxr of envy, 
ambition, luxury, tyrannical oppreſlions, 
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' aplaceof errour, and. darkneſs, overſpread* * 


* 


with nets of tempiations,. and cluttered with mms _ 
pediments of Salvation heaped one upon ano- 
ther: $othatto be warranted againſt ſo many 4 
dangers, andatthefame time pur into poſſeſſion — 
of a real good by the conſtant practice of ver- 
wes, ian advantage toa humane Creature > 
deſigned for Ertcrnity beyondall other inthe 
World. 
As to the other motive which agitates us *Þ 
here; towit, things delightful, none are to be : 
compared tothole raviſhments encloſed with- 
in the precincts of a holy retirement : For they 
are ſatisfactions of theeAſind, which being 
more pure and ſolid than.thoſe of the Boay, 
do conſequently much outſtrip them in worth | 
- and excellency ; the firſt ground of this cgn- 
rentment is a perfeft tranquility ofe ſind, which 
knows no gnawing nor remorſe of conſci- 
ence. The Soul( ſaycs Solomon) that reſts in thu 
aſſurance is a continual banquet, after this quiet ſuc- 
ccedsa greatioveto God, whichyieldsa fpeer 
relþto the moſt embittered accidents of this 
life : Then a vigorous ſubduing of immortifyed paſſi- 
ons, which like an Exeationer tortures they 3 
reateſt part of Worldlings, and makes them | 
Pin out this miſerable hife in an infinity of anxi- | | 
ties, and affliiou, In a word, it is the property 
of veriue to affe& with delight that perſon which 
puts 


| (444) 
puts:himſelf upon the pertormance of any 
Heroick ation. Wherefore a ſtate. of perfettion 
which teachesthe prattice of all vertwes, . in the 
moſt generous and-dilinterefied way, muſt 
needs be atterided with a great joy and conſolatis 
on; what pleaſurethen muſt itbe to be {erled | 
in 2 condition of. Jife which is a holy reſemblance of © 
Heaven, ſurrounded with the precious, ernaments 

of allveriues, wherewith it is decked and-ſet” 
forth no leſs chan is the Firmament embellished 
with Stars. PRE, | 

O what pleaſure to be received into the | 
Houſhold and Family of God, to. be. cherished 
with an amiable aſpet from that grand Maſter, 
and ownd. by. him as a Domeſtick; where a 
multitude of graces and divine favours are, 
Shawred down; wherc at cvery turn are 
offered occaſions of doing well, and arri- 
ving at an admirable pitch of Sanity, and 
laſtly, where particular aids of graceare com- 
municated to carry us to our. final end and 
etenpal felicity! 

As to the third Engin which gives hfe to 
our aionr, that is honor, what greater can- 
there be than fora Soul to be God's ſpouſe, his 

- favourite, and friend! Now this ſtate of perfec- 

ton ennobles a perſon with/Aall theſe tiles of 

- oreatneſs ; for vertue-is the ſource of honor, and 

by how much that excels inany one, ſomuch 

Is 


wS CS). : 

is his honor really advanced, this flatethen being 
a nurſery of vertues, wherein the moſt excellent 
are practiſed, andin the moſfexcellent man- 
ner, as ſquared out to the. Evangelical Councels , 
it followes that ſuch are truly "gh who are'en- 
liſted under the (ublime Standard of 1o perfect 


and Chriſtian a warfare. (78, | 
Firſt, they practite the method of getting 


honor; tharis, by flying it ; for honor reſembles - 
a /hadoy that flyes the purſuer, and purſues the 


fugitive. 
Next, they profeſs humility, and the Son 


of God hath proteſted, thatthoſe whohumble them- 3 


ſelves ſhall be exalted. 


Thirdly, they inceſſantly raiſe andglo» | 


rifie God both by rheir deeds and words; 
now Chriſt ſayes, thoſe that glorify him ſhall be 


olorifyed by him. Wherefore thu [tate cannor? 


be but truly glorrour and honorable, 1n which are 
compriſed 1in-its perfection all that is ets 


ther to our profit; pleaſure or honor. 
Some who would diminish the worth of 
this Sacrifce obje, that many languish under 
the oak of their vocation, and lead a life mores 
embirtered than others in a worldly converſati- 
on 


To which I anſwer , that thoſe defefs 
ſpring nor from the State, but from rhe-immor. 
tifyedneſs, pride, indevotion, and other evil-qua« 
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lities in particular petſons, who were they 
ſuch as their flate requires, would. trip with joy | 
in their zribulation,, acknowledge themſelves 
ſingularly countenanced by Heaven, that 
when they were in the midit of a depraved and 
corrupted world, he drew them off clear from. 
all its hazzards and miſeries ; to plant them in a 
Land floding with «ilk and Hony : "That having 
reſcued:them from a party, that would have 
betrazed and given them up to death, ' he admitted 
them ibabitants of God's City upon Earth; 
who will be tothem a wving and indulgent. Mo- 
ther, and tranſmit them rich laden with merit 
into the Land of the living, in'cale'they. ac- 
quit themſelves faithfully. of their duty; This 
Iſay would be their Aarmony were they not. 
tmgrateful, and by their Chagrin and Male 
tontented humour, | diſtaſttul to God and them- 
felves, and ſo unworthy of the dignity of their 

ate. © 

7 But whilſt Ichus exalt this Sacrifice, which 
isthe purchaſe of that eternal vitime offered up 
on-the Gojs,, yet I am not ſo tranſported with 
itsexcelency, asnotto know it-hath its proper 
(roffec;. nor do I blush to conftels it, {ince_- 
nom difficulty finds there likewiſe its Conſola- 
--» Firft, the indigent je there led is many 
times but a /imple drſpropriatzon; where we find 
$-3+18 | more 
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more nece(ſſarics fora ſub/tence chanan| infinity * 
of perſons in the World.cnjoy, who by con- 
firaint is teign to continue poor: Beſides, this 
poverty will be recompenced witha hundred- 
fold in eternal treaſurer, and to this perfor- 
| mance the Son of God hath engaged him- 
ſelf. | 4 
Chaſtity chere obſerved is alife Angelical, 'and 
an imitation of thateternal, wherein nomar- 
riage will be admitted, it frees them from a 
million of cares, ſufferings and perplexities which. 
married perſons experiment at a dcar rate, 
and thence frankly confeſs their ſtate to be 
much leſs happy. ib . 
. . Obedience is a life without curiofay, a ſecure. na= 
Yioation, and an exciſe of weight with 'Gad:. Iris | 
a journey performed ſleeping ; for: whilſt you 
obey, yourepole quietly in the condut off an> 
other, andby thac, avoid a thouſand dangers 
arid difficulties incident to thoſe, who live at” 
the Helmof their own wand liberty. 
"If they are (tartled at the neceſlity of co- 
babiting with ſome-who.. may beof a ſtrange, 
peevish and croſs humour, .and-/with theſe 
they muſtcontinue eventoieath; this Icon- 
fel may happen ſometimes, yetnot alwayes; but 
asto this likewiſe there! isoften a miſtake, the 
froward bumour being rather inthemſeives than in- 
*their companion, ſo that poſleſling a ag 4 
. enact 
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thacof the Faundice, all they behold appears 
; yellow to them: Bur admit they are really ſo, 
that is, thwarting and contradictory, per- 
haps God hath giventhem to you, that they 
may be converted and ſaved by your midneſs and 
patience, atleaſt ro be unto you occaſron of merit : 
Chriſt our Lord diſdained nor to cohabir 
with Fudas, and if they diſcharge nor their 
duty to you, artlcaſt do yourr to them, and ſo 
vou will hammer out a Crow7 at their coſt, 
and by means of their unplea/ing ſtroaks. 

Ina word, if you have alovefor God, and 
a ſerious thought of Eternity, be it of Heaven or 
Hell; if you conſider the torments and death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, nothing will ſeem harſh or tedious 
to you inthis life: It you conſider the immenſe 
obligations you owe to your Redcemer, you 
will lament in that you have bur one /ife to Sa- 
crifice for him, that hath loft his own ſo wor- 
thy upon the eAlar of the Croſs for your ſake: 
You will repine thatnatureallowes you but a 
term of /ixty years or thereabouts in this world 
to ſpin out in his ſervice; ſince he hath ſurren- 
dered up hu life for you, of which one moment 
1s morcto beyalued rhan all the duration and 
exiſtence of ſen ahd Angels. 

'This is the Sacrifice of ( afves, which our 
Penitent had m his propherick view, «and it” 
leaves a ſer reliſhin his Mind, with which he 
CON- 
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concludes his petition. | 
matrer- of great Joy to our Penttent, to confider 
the powerful operation of Chriſt's Spirit, thats 
would draw Men from: ſenſual pleaſures, and 
baits of this World, inducethem to contemn 
riches, - honors, and Earthly glory, and exchange 


theſe for hair-cloths, faſting ,” diſciplines, and o- 


ther mortifications of the fleſh; and this tobera- 
edby perſons great in dignity, ſwimming 'in a 
full plenty of wealth » and endued with melleZy 
parts even-to admiration : Millions of theſes 
have shrowded themletves within the Walls 
of a poor habitation, where cloathed witha courſe 
abit they have leda life wholly 4vgelicat,” and 
Wir themſelves a daily Saqghcey unto C 
beautifyed with a religious /onplicy, 
paſſes all the. wiſdom of the #orld, and ſo Tu. 
Giled the pare our. happy Penitent ; Th 
Crbatis inthe Ghu o de eljaplished-and 
founded by the Meſlias Mbey.will lay Calves antby 
eA liar. "i 


© T0 


The, Application. b& 

Our Holy Penitent here entertains him- 
ſelf with the grateful returusgyhich Chriſtians 
were to make inconſideration of Chriſt's e= 
temal Sacrifice, and certainly there isno ſtate, 


It was doubtleſs 


C GChurch' to be ctablished-and =_ 


ſpeaks ſo mucha generous love ro God, as that 
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of a contemplative ife, where we behold Mens 
deveſted of all ſelf love, ro become perfef ſlaves 
to the divine will; freed from all adheſton to 
created things, that in charity they might be 
unitedro God, avoiding the World's conver- 
ſation, thebetrer to enjoy God's preſence, that 
ſince they caanot live without himat leaſt they 
might live with him as much as the condition 
of rhis mortal life will bear. To contemplate 
ſo-many thouſand Families, where au 
tures anticipate their felicity by praiſing God 
incefſantly, and who ſeemnot to ſubþ/ but” 
by the dewof a Holy.Love, like the Seraphims . + 
in Heaven. Ah letus then conclude with; | 


our, Holy Pengent, and bleſs the divine Provie 
dence, who hath in the revolution of fo many 
ages received the perfume of. prayers and thanks- 
pivings, from an.infinity of .putc inm@nt Souls} 
conſecrated ma peculiar manner to his glory. 
and ſervice.0 1: efmen, "1 
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Chriſt. 
Chriſts preſence how amiable. p. 
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God will be juſtifycdin his proceed-' Wh y God is delighted with our ſuf- 


ings with man. - Þ-97 
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to prayer,and what weare to ask. p.335, Sorrow. 2 
| 336 There is a twofold ſorrow, p.37 
The power of prayer, P.495 How plea(ing a pious ſorrow is to God. Ib, 
Prayer woiks no change in Gods decrces. What is a troubled ſpirix, «$377 
p.406 Whether the (oul or body moſt conducing 
Prayer the firſt gifc of God, p.408 to aſacrifkceof a troubled ſpiric, p. 377 
How we ought to value ic, p.413& leq, Motives of a true lorow P.390.& ſeq, 
R Security, 
Remiorſe. No ſecurity from fin in this life, Tbid;* 
Remorſe of conſcience alwaies attends fn, Speech, 
p.71,& ſeq, How Craz(us ſon came to his ſpeech, Ibid, 
Reſwrreftion, How one is morally dumb, and how cu« 
Belief of the reſurreion yery comforta= red, Ibid. 
'ble. S, Pe1 66 Seneca. 
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The agitations of a ſoul defiled with ſin. p, lives upon che ſcore of friendſhip , or a 
182, publick intereſt, ' PeI48,249 
There is a period ſet to every man's fins To 
which is called the meaſure of their ini. Truth. 
Ly CS, p,220,221 Three kinds of truth, 1121 
The marks of this period, p.221,222 Kgowledge of truch moſt delightful, p, 
No leſs equal to what we loſe by fin.p.233 | I23,124 
Whilcſt in ſin we are capable of no right Trangreſſionr. 
te heaven. p.32 Internal trangrefions only puniſhed by 
Why ſome are drawn from fin ochers not, God. _ p. 197, 198 
p. 33 Acertainperiod 15 (et to eycry man's crans. 
Sin the greateſt of evils, p.38 grefſion, P+ 220,221 
Greater fins require a greater mercy, p.q45 Signsof this helpleſs deſolation, , py 
| 46,47 :  . 221a222,333 
The terrours of fin.p.75 & ſeq.p.174, 175 Tribulation, 
Man's imbecility cauted by original fin. p, Tribulation che [ecurelt may ro heaven, py 
| 99 & ſeq. | 147 
What remedy in the old Law for original Senecrs opinion of tribulation manfully 
fin in women, p.tio Afuſtained, Pp. 348 
The penalty and conſequencies of original T epgpt ation. %, 9 
fin, | p.110.& ſeq, The difficulty to refilt rempcation, pap 
The benefit of confefſing our fins. 126,125 V, WET. 
It becomes God to punish fin, p.176 Vertue. | 
Sacrifice. | Moral vertnes contribute a facility In do- 
Why God required not of Dayid a facri- ing well, andwherein they confiſt. p;27 3 
fice. | p.351 Vetucirſelf a reward to the aftours,p, 241 
Who the miniſter of a ſacrifice p.,352,357, D:light of vercuous ations. p,242, 247, 
& ſcq, Wecertainty, 
In the law of nature the firſt born male All chings uncercain as to the ifſue in this 
were Pricſts, Ibid, life. p.239 
Thar ſome ſenſible thing be offered is re. | W. 
quired i a ſacrifice. P-353 will. 
Definition of a ſacrifice, p.355 The will is more prejudiced by original 
Other condicions of a ſacrifice, P-354 fin than che underſtanding, p.6. 
Holocauſts themoſt perfe&ſwcrifice,p,363 God doth never violence our will to our 
Why ſacrifices commanded. p.368,769 - prejudice, ® P.35 
Divers ſorts of ſacrifices, P. 370 The greatneſs of che ſoul by free will. p,313 
The jews zeal in mater of ſacrifice, Ibid, Whether ic had not been better to have done 
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